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NY. Drama Critics Belabor Costs, Etc, MANY T) 
For Worst Season in Many Years (SKF I} 7 


Legit season just ending has ex-+ 


cited the N. ¥. drama critics—but 
in reverse. Most members of the 
N. Y. Drama Critics Circle, whom 
Variety polled for their reaction 
to the 1951-52 season, cast a jaun- 
diced eye on what they called the 
worst season in years, then un- 
leashed some choice wordage on 
the various factors involved. Critics | 
belabored high costs, talent, play- | 
wrights (or the lack of them), 
ANTA and (in a couple of cases) 
themselves. 

Other beefs included “over- 
heated theatres all winter,” which 
the Herald Tribune’s Walter F. 





Crosby Set for Tele 
Via Coke AM-TV Deal 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Radio-television deal is reported 
near closing by Bing Crosby for 
Coca-Cola sponsorship next sea-| 
son. Groaner balked at the drink 
firm’s original pitch for 10 tele 
shows next season to supplement 
his radio schedule, so a compro- 
mise was worked out whereby 
Crosby would do six tele shows on 
film in addition to his weekly 





Kerr found “more suffocating than 
the plays”; Ethel (Journal of Com- | 
merce) Colby’s complaint of “too | 
many revivals, none especially dis- | 
tinguished, except perhaps ‘Con-| 
stant Wife’”; the Wall St. Jour- 
nal’s Richard P, Cooke likewise | 
lamenting “not enough original | 
scripts’; and King Features’ 
George Jean Nathan also advising 
“there were much better play 
scripts available.” 

“If it hadn’t been for the. re- 
vivals,” declared the Brooklyn 
Eagle’s Louis Sheaffer, “the season 
would have been a complete bust. 
Revivals, of course, are a vital, in- 
dispensable part of any healthy 

(Continued on page 56) 


Hope to ‘Cover’ 
Chi Conventions 


Bob Hope this week negotiated a 
separate deal with NBC whereby 





radio. 

To fill out the weekly TV sched- 
ule, Andre Kostelanetz would pre- | 
sent a straight musical show with 
guest singers. 


Disk Guarantees — 


Near End as RCA, 


| 
| 





-Lanza Deal in Fiz 


Indicating an end of an era as 
far as heavy guarantees for disk | 
artists are concerned, negotiations 
between RCA Victor and Mario 
Lanza for a new recording pact 
broke down last week over Victor's 
refusal to grant the tenor’s guaran- 
tee demands. Lanza asked for a 
$800,000 minimum payment over 
the five-year term covering the pro- 
jected new deal. 

Althouzh Lanza has been one of 





the comic will become a radio-TV 
commentator during the Repub- 
lican and Democratic conventions 
in Chicago in July, 

Hope will do a five-minute daily 
hetwork radio commentary, a la 
Will Rogers, and another five-min- 
ute cross-the-board strip for video. 
3 will not be available for sponsor- 

ip. 

Pacting of Hope accents the com- 
petitive politico sweepstakes among 
the networks, which are going in 
for name personalities for auxiliary 
Coverage of the conventions this 
year. Just as in the past, person- 
alities like Gracie Allen were 
hired by newspaper syndicates to 
Write convention columns, TV is 
making a bid to provide the same 
Supplementary features. 


REPORT BISHOP SHEEN 
NIXING NBC-TV OFFER 


In a new facet of network talent 
aiding, NBC-TV was reported 
this week to be trying to woo Bish- 
Sp Fulton J, Sheen away from the 
. val DuMont Web. NBC is said 
© have offered the bishop $50,000, 
o be turned over to whatever char- 
i.e designates, but the bid was 
urned down, 

Sheen reportedly told NBC that 

(Continued on page 55) 





their best sellers in the last couple 
of years, KCA execs are wary of 
saddling their artists’ payroll with 
guarantees which represent a gam- 
ble on the singer’s future earnings. 
Victor has offered Lanza, whose | 
pact recently ran out, an additional | 
five-year deal with a 10% royalty 
(Continued on page 61) 


BABY-SITTER ‘MUST’ IN 
BEL GEDDES BARN PACT 


When Barbara Bel Geddes 








guests | 
in “Moon Is Blue” this summer at | 
Richard Aldrich’s two Cape Cod) 
strawhats, the management will 
provide a baby-sitter for her six- 
year-old daughter. As far as | 
known, it’s the first instance of | 
such a stipulation being included | 
in a player's contract. Incidentally, 
the deal also calls for the actress 
to have sole star billing. 

Miss Bel Geddes, currently co- | 
starring in the F. Hugh Herbert | 
comedy at the Henry Miller, N. Y..,| 
will make the barn appearances | 
with her husband, stage manager | 
Windsor Lewis, as leading man. 
During her vacation from the | 
Broadway edition of the show | 
she’l! also do a guester at Lewis’ | 
strawhat, the Robin Hood Theatre, | 
Arden, Del. But she'll have to hire | 
her own baby-sitter there. 











J EXPLAIN 


Hollywood, May 20. 

All major film studios are check- 
ing loyalties of their employees 
against dossiers furnished by the 
American Legion. Around 300 
names are on the Legion list, 
many of top importance to indus- 
try. Studios are also getting non- 
commital letters to the effect that 
the Legion is merely furnishing 
the studios with information it has 
on certain film people. 

Letter from the Legion, signed 
by James F. O'Neil, director of 


NAMES, 


j 


ROBES LEGION ‘RED’ LIST 





In Contract Hass 


Ken Murray Breaks Away From CBS 


le; Moving to NBC? 





‘Liegfeld Follies’ Offer 
Weighed by Max Liebman 


+ 
Las 





Ken Murray and CBS-TV this 
week broke off all negotiations, af- 
ter failure to agree on terms of a 
new contract, and as of the mo- 
| ment Murray becomes a free agent, 
| upon conclusion of his present Sat- 


Max Liebman, producer-director | urday night Budweiser-sponsored 


is considering an offer by 
Shuberts to produce the “Ziegfeld 
Follies” on Broadway next season. 
“My initial allegiance is to NBC,” 


sible Shubert tieup. 


time job. I won’t do ‘Follies’ if I 





publications, does not ask the 
studios to do anything specific 
about the list. Nor does the! 


Legion ask persons on the list to 
send replies or statements to the 
Legion itself. Of the 300-odd 


| names on the list, only two persons 


were ever subpoenaed by the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee. The others are accused 
of having at one time or other been 
members of organizations rated as 
Communist fronts, or otherwise 
acted in a manner linked to leftist 
activity. 

A font of information, according 
to the dossiers, was the report by 
the California Senate’s factfinding 
committee on un-American activi- 
ties by its head, Jack Tenney. 

Studios are acting individually 
in having their employees, or those 
who were involved in pictures 
shooting or about to be released, 
answer charges. It’s asked that 


(Continued on page 2) 


Super-Markets Eye 
Big League Talent 


Cleveland, May 20. 

Operators of super-markets will 
use more Hollywood and Broadway 
glamour in preeming their new 
stores during next year, it was of- 
ficially indicated during the Super 
Market Institute’s 15th annual 
convention here last week. 





Appearances of film stars, hill-| 
jukebox | 


billy hotshot 


singers 


bands, 


good-will results, members were 
told by Jack Stone, director of ad- 
vertising for Furr’s Super Markets 
in Lubbock, Tex. 

Entertainment budgets running 
up to $50,000 for such preems in 
that respect are good investments, 
he said, in relating how Texas 
grocery marketing centres have 
profitably capitalized on Hollywood 
glamour in preems. 

Following Stone’s advice, offi- 
cials of convention spent a hefty 
wad of long green on entertainers 
for the five-day meet. Daily shows 
at civic auditorium were headlined 
by Danny Thomas, Morton Downey, 
Victor Borge, Sally Rand, Ted 
Lewis’ troupe (minus the ill band- 
master) and two Met Opera singers, 
fugene Conley and Lois Hunt. 


TV revue.” 

Liebman and Lee Shubert met 
yesterday (Tues.) to discuss the 
possibility of a co-production. The 
Shuberts have the leasing rights to 
the “Ziegfeld Follies” title. 


TV Seen Exposing 
Chi Conventions 
Political Phonies 


Top political experts, now train- 
ing all their energies on the con- 
ventions coming up in July, will be 
anxiously watching results of tele- 
vision’s participation to determine 
whether they might have to revise 
drastically all the circus and bally- 
hoo aspects of the nation’s political 
scene. 

It’s already been proved that TV, 
through its inherent intimacy and 
probing eye, can show voters 
whether a candidate is phony or 





year, with video bringing the con- 
ventions directly into some 18,000,- 
000 living rooms across the coun- 
try, politicos wonder whether such 
(Continued on page 61) 





and Broadway musical | 
shows at debuts of big food mar-| 
kets pay off in exploitation and 





Proudly 





contacted on the report of a pos- | ‘§ ( 
“And pro-|ing bigtime, the blowup comes as 
ducing ‘Show of Shows’ is a full-| a stunning shock. 


feel that it would interfere with the | 


sincere in his campaigning. This | 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


Chicago 


of TV’s weekly “Show of Shows,” | cycle. 
the | 


In view of the fact that Murray, 
| during his three years as star of 
|the show, has established himself 
as one of TV’s permanent fixtures, 


Liebman stated this week when/| With a habit-forming audience that 


| spiraled the program into the rat- 


CBS acknowl- 
edged that “as of now it’s all off” 
and admitted that it was “making 
other plans for Saturday night.” 


| It's considered likely that NBC will 


|move in in a bid to negotiate a 


| deal With Murray, in view of previ- 


ous talks the web has had with the 
comic-emcee and in view of. Mur- 
ray’s click in the Saturday time, 
in which he has almost consistently 
outrated the opposition “All Star 
Revue” show. 

At stake, too, is the continued 
Budweiser sponsorship coin. Brew- 
ery has a new contract coming up 
for an alternate week sponsorship, 
in place of the weekly pickup of 
the past three years, but unless 
Murray and CBS come to an agree- 
ment, it’s considered doubtful that 
Budweiser will re-enter the spon- 
scr sweepstakes. 

Murray says that the network 
wants to commit him to program 

(Continued on page 63) 


Judy's 8-a-Week 
National Tour? 


Judy Garland is expected to tour 
nationally as star of an eight-a- 
week variety show this fall. It’s 
anticipated that after a summer's 
rest, she’ll open late September or 
early October on a jaunt that will 

(Continued on page 61) 











Presents 








@ MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, May 21, 





AN’s Boards Studying Cornell-UCLA 


Blueprint for 


Merger of Unions’ 





Boards of the five 
branches of Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America met in N. Y. 
Monday afternoon and yesterday 
(Tues.) morning as labor relations 
specialists of Cornell U. and U. of 
California at Los Angeles unfolded 
their blueprint for talent union | 
merger. Plan will be unwrapped 
to 4A’s poard members in Chi to- 
morrow (Thurs.) and on the Coast, 
tentatively, Monday (26). 


eastern + 


Hope Abroading 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Bob Hope’s summer vacation 
from film-making will be more 
work than play. Starting late in 
July, the comic will do a series of 
one-night stands in Europe and Is- 
rael and wind up as a spectator at 

the Olympic Games in Helsinki. 
















Pix Probes 


Continued from page 1 





answers be objective, be couched 
in terms that can be made public 
if necessary. 
Dossiers Detailed 
Dossiers are remarkable in de- 
tail. Those on the Legion list are 





. F Between one-nighters he will en- 
Blueprint, running to 42 pages, is | tertain at a number of U. S. mili- 


not viewed as the “college profs’ ’ try and naval posts over there. 
definitive recommendation. It took | 


two sessions of questioning to ex- 





confronted with even obscure inci- 
dents and accusations relating to 
members of their families or per- 
sons of similar names. Each 
studio, is 








amine some of the aspects, and 

some matters raised in the current | 
confabs will be incorporated into | 
the final document, which the Cor- | 
nell-UCLA team will wrap up in| 
another two weeks. In words of 

one union topper, “This is the skel- | 
eton on which the flesh of a merged 

organization can be hung.” 

Important point is that members 
of the various talent fields will be 
separated only by geography, not 
by craft. Actors, singers, dancers, 
etc.. will all be members of the 
same local, if they reside in the 
same area. 

Merged union, including the five 
present branches and Television 
Authority, would be governed by a 
200-member national executive 
board. This would meet in full 
(plenary) session at least every two 
years. It would convene by geo- 
graphical sections at least four 
times yearly. Except for regional 
matters, any subject voted by one 
section would have to be approved 
by the other two sections. All 
members of national board would 
be members of their local boards. 

Board, Local Setup 

National board would have at 
least 10 members from each major 
field—legit, AM-TV. etc. Each local 
would have at least one board 

(Continued on page 15) 


London Trial June 10 
Of Korda Suit Vs. Mason 
To Recover 506 Advance 


London, May 20. 

Suit by Sir Alexander Korda 
against James Mason for the re- 
turn of $50,000 is slated to be 
tried here June 10. Producer 
claims he had a gentleman’s agree- 
ment with the actor to make a 
picture and as a token of the 





understanding handed him a $50.- | 


000 advance when he arrived in 
New York from London three years 
ago. 

Korda maintains that Mason has 
never made the promised picture 
for him and rejects every script 
offered. So he wants his $50,000 
back. 

Mason acknowledges the agree- 
ment, although there was no writ- 


ten contract, and asserts he stands 


ready to make a film when a suit- 
able script is presented. He is now 
working in Hollywood in Metro's 
“Prisoner Of Zenda.” 

The $50,000 was deposited in the 
Manufacturers Trust Co., N. Y., 
by Morris Helprin, Korda’s U. S. 
rep, who handed over bank and 
check books empowering the actor 
to draw on the money when he 
met Mason at the pier on his ar- 
rival in America. 

Helprin is slated to come here 
from New York to testify. Whether 
Mason will come or leave it entire- 
ly to his solicitors to handle the 
case is not known here. 


‘Warns of Importance 
To US. of Pic Fetes 
In ‘Ideological War’ 


Washington, May 20. | 





An implied warning that the 
U.S. government, as well as Holly- | 
wood, will have to show more 


awareness of the importance of the 
growing number of film festivals 
throughout the world, was voiced 
last week by Floyd E. Brooker, 


film topper for Mutual Security 
Agency. 
Reporting informally to the 


Washington Film Council on his 
recent 11-week trek through South- 
east Asia and the Philippines, 
Brooker, former film head of the 
U.S. Office of Education, stressed 
the tremendous effort made by the 
Soviet Union at the International 
Film Festival in India. Brooker, 
along with Frank Capra, were offi- 
cial reps for the United States. In 
contrast with their small delega- 
tion, Iron Curtain countries had 27 
reps, four times as many as the 
rest of the world put together. 

Stating positively that, “increas- 
ingly, motion pictures and espe- | 
cially the film festival, will be in} 
the forefront of the ideological | 
| war,” Brooker pointed out the well- 
| organized way in which the Com- 
mies used the Indian*Festival to 
secure the showing of films they | 
could never have otherwise exhib- | 
ited to audiences they could not} 
have lured by,other means. 





Hayes & Healy Pacted =| 
For London Palladium 


Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy | 
have been signed for the Palla- | 
dium, London, starting July 7. 
They'll follow Jack Benny into the 
vauder. 

Theatre has also pacted Nanci | 
Crompton, cafe ballerina, who. 
,starts Aug. 4. She’ll double into | 
the Hotel Savoy. 


| 


Crosby's Science Fiction Pic 


| Hollywood, May 20. | 

After traveling all over the earth | 
on their various “Road” tours, | 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope are 
contemplating a‘trip out of this | 
world. 

Crosby and his radio producer, | 
Bill Morrow, have cooked up a/| 
film story titled “The Road to the 
Moon,” a comic-science-fiction pro- 
duction. Crosby is submitting the 
yarn to Paramount. 








Madeleine Carroll Films, Inc., | 
with offices in New York, has been | 
dissolved, according to papers filed 

| with the Secretary of State in| 
| Albany. The star has been con- | 
centrating on radio and the legiti- | 
‘mate stage lately. 








| 
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in acting individually, 
going about getting answers from 
those employees on the list in own 


manner. 








Legion have received personal let- 





Formal Move to Plug 
Chi As Major City For 
AM-TV; ‘Ghost Town’ Ou 


Chicago, May 20. 
After several 
advance work, an all-industry or- 
ganization is being rounded into 
final form to promote Chicago as 
a major radio-television production 
centre. The establishment of the 
formal group—sort of a Windy 
City radio-TV chamber of com- 
merce—is viewed as the first really 
significant move to erase the “‘ghost 
town” stigma from the Chi escutch- 
eon. 


Present plans call for the for- | 
mation of a non-profit corporation | 


to be called Chicago Unlimited 
with a minimum annual budget of 
$25,000. Membership will be open 
to .individuals and organizations 
with an jnterest in plugging the 
hometown’s radio, TV, film and 
transcription activity. A full-time 
director will be hired to implement 
a 10-point promotional program. 

Over 3,000 copies of a 16-page 
brochure put together by the or- 
ganizing committee will be in the 
mails later this week. The booklet 
explains the philosophy, plans and 
aims of the projected corporation, 


/and sets June 2 as the date of first | 


general organizational meeting. 
Challenge Seen 

The venture is seen by its ini- 
tiators as a challenge to not only 
those who have remained bullish 
about Chi’s role in broadcasting, 
but also to those who have be- 
moaned the shrinking of the city’s 
contributions -to the _ airlanes. 
There’s a recognition that while 
the Loop will never succeed New 
York and Hollywood in the domi- 
nation of the ether, the full pro- 
ductive potentials of this market 
have yet to be properly exploited. 

The source of the $25,000 kitty 
is broken down thusiy: 500 indi- 
vidual shares will be offered at 
$25; 75 organization memberships 
at $100, and 10 charter member- 
ships at $500. Shareholders will, 
of course, elect the officers and 
the board. 

Blueprint Details 

The preliminary blueprint de- 
tails these services to the sub- 
scribers: 

1. Sell their services to sponsors 
by calling their attention to the 
advantages of buying shows in Chi- 
cago. 

. 2. Sell their services to advertis- 

ing agencies by keeping them ap- 

prised of what is available in Chi- 
ao 

3. Lobby in their interest with 
the networks to induce them to 

(Continued on page 15) 


D2 Qtrly. Divvy Down 
To $6,593,000 Since ’51 


Washington, May 20. 
Film industry dividends for the 
first quarter of this year amounted 
to $6,593,000, compared with $6,- 
706,000 tor the first three months 
of 1951, U. S. Department of Com- 





merce disclosed last week. March 
payments were $4,640,000, only 
$31,000 behind the figure for 


March, 1951. 
At the same time, Commerce De- 
partment revised upward the 1951 
picture dividend total. New total 
is $35,122,000. Earlier, Commerce 
had set the figure at $34,860,000. 
These are all publicly announced 
dividends. Commerce said 
should be about 60 to 65° 
dividends paid 


in the industry, 


t by the Legion are sl 


months of quiet | 


| ters from Spyros Skouras, company 
| prez. Replies are to be addressed 
| directly to him. 
| At Metro, L. K. Sidney is han- 
dling the matter of checking em- 
| ployees’ loyalties Those named 
10wn dossiers 
on their own alleged activities and 
asked to answer directly to Sidney. 
J. K. (Neil) Nunan, special exec- 
utive engaged by Howard Hughes, 
is checking loyalties at RKO. Most 
of his work at present is in re- 
lation to employees on pix already 


Legion Nixes MPIC 
Hollywoed, May 20. 
In line with the new fikm 
industry loyalty probe, it’s 
been learned that the Motion 
Picture Industry Council had 
originally asked to meet with 
| American Legion execs to dis- 
cuss the situation, but the Le- 
gion turned cown the bid, re- 
| fusing to talk with any but 
the heads of the major com- 
| panies. Huddles have been 
held with Legion toppers by 
| some members of the Assn. of 
| Motion Picture Producers, but 
| the producers have been talk- 
ing separately for their own 
individual interests and not 
under the AMPP aegis. 
Legion execs reporiedly em- 
phasized to the producers that 
| they couldn’t guarantee any- 
| thing, pointing out that the 
| various state branches of their 
organization had full and au- 
tonomous control over their 
own doings. Film company 
prexies, incidental'y, are main- 
taining a strict silence about 
the entire Legion-iloyalty 
probe. 





| 











completed, since production there 
was at a standstill for some time 
prior to start of “Beautiful But 
Dangerous” last week. 

Columbia has B. B. Kahane and 
Nate Spingold checking loyalties of 
studio’s employees on the Legion 
list. As at Metro, those named at 
Columbia are told what’s in the 
dossier on them, and they are asked 
to answer. 

f Y. Frank Freeman, studio head, 

|is personally handling the matter 

| at Paramount. 

| As far as is known, no provision 
has been made to get statements 

| or explanations from those on the 


list who have no major studio af- 
filiation. 








Picket Ferrer Pic in Balto 

Baltimore, May 20. 
A former employee of Loew’s 
| Century here, now State Adjutant 
of the American Legion, led pickets 
here protesting Jose Ferrer’s ap- 
pearance in Paramount's “Any- 
thing Can Happen” at the Stanley. 
He is Daniel Burkhardt, who was 
an assistant house manager and 
publicity man for the chain. He 
later turned to running mess tents 
fer carnivals. 

Burkhardt said that Ferrer was 
one of 25 actors and entertainers 
| on the Legion blacklist on grounds 
| of “questioned loyalty.” The AL 
| exec quoted Red Channels as his 
source. 

Pickets are distributing mimeoed 
handouts asserting Ferrer is “re- 
ported as sponsor of, affiliated with 
or speaker for” a number of or- 
ganizations alleged to be subver- 
sive. Ferrer has already denied 
under oath before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee any 
Communist affiliation. 








At 20th-Fox, those named by the | 


Odets, Lennart, Roberts Tell Prot 
Of Former Commie 


Membe 


Washington, 

Three more Hodllywox 
admitted former Commu. 
ation yesterday (Mon.) 
in testimony before the 
American Activities 
They were Clifford Ode 
way playwright and sc: 
Stanley Roberts, pres 
ployed by the Stanle 
unit at Columbia, and | 
nart, Metro screenwrite 
and. Miss Lennart re\ 
names of former associa 
ty activities and desc 





working of party ma 
Hollywood, Odets had 
| some mames yesterday. 

| Both Miss Lennart a: 
| were warmly thanked by 
| John Woed, D., Ga. fi 
| operation they had give: 
mittee. However, no ac! 
|ment was made of the 
given by Odets. 

Odets’ testimony cent 
his affiliation with fron 
tions as late as 1950, wh 
| described the working o 
| munist Party in the Scre 
| Guild during the Con 
|Studio Unions strike 
|}Lennart discussed thi 
dues paying and asses 
tem in Hollywood. 
Miss Lennart, top M 
whose credits include “1 
| Bandit,” “East Side, | 
| and “Anchors Aweigh, 
| committee she was ri 
| the Communist Party in 
she was a script clerk a 
She said she drifted aw 
and completely sever 
with the party in 1946. 
said she married a fo! 
officer who was viol 
Communist, but that t! 
to leave the party was 

No mention of her 
name was made before 
ing. However, Miss 
married to John Hardin 
writer and playwright. 

Was ‘Passive’ Me 

The Metro writer des 
self as a passive me 
never joined any of ti 
ganizations and who wv 
member of the party fa 
Screen Writers Guild. 
she said, the Commu 
never directed her wri 
ties, terming herself ; 
“light, frothy pictures. 
vealed that she paid di 
from $25 to $50 a mont 
ported that when she « 
to $600 a week in 194: 
the party assessed h 
month and that she wi 
the payment of dues wa 
duty. She said she thous 
were excessive and | 
more than $50 a mont 
vealed that she also co! 
People’s World, but 
cruited anybody for 
never held an office, 
subscriptions to publi 
was merely a_ rank 
member. 

Miss Lennart assert 
wanted to testify a ye 
didn’t want to reveal n: 
time because “I coulc 
myself to damage othe 
I would be damaged w 
fied, I felt my testir 
end my screen career. 
she now came before t 
tee voluntarily at he 
pense to testify fully 
Her reason for changin 
she said, was because 
mors which she terme: 
and shocking. One 
noted, that there was 
tween her and the Co! 
that was why she was 
ing at Metro. The ot 
vealed, was that she \ 
powerful Communist iz 
so powerful that she ¢ 
removed. No one, she 
knew that she was not 
ply because she was 
the time. 

As members of her 
unit, Miss Lennart nam 
Murphy, an actor; Nora 
Hallgren, George Sk 
Maltz, Paul Jarrico, } 
ley, Lester Coles, Al 
Gordon Kahn, Henry 
Herbert Biberman, M 
George Willner and | 
bee. Latter, ‘the co! 
vealed, had talked pr 





| Picketing had no noticeable | 


Space in the Sun- 


id they | effect on biz, despite pictures and | the committee and hac 
© Of all | considerable 


| papers, 


rative. Miss Lennart s¢ 
(Continued on p% 
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4N’s Boards Studying Cornell-UCLA 


Blueprint for 


Merger of Unions 





Boards of the five eastern 
branches of Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America met in N. Y. 
Monday afternoon and yesterday 
(Tues.) morning as labor relations 
specialists of Cornell U. and U. of | 
California at Los Angeles un 
their blueprint for talent union | 
merger. 
to 4A’s poard members in Chi to- 
morrow (Thurs.) and on the Coast, 
tentatively, Monday (26). 


Blueprint, running to 42 pages, is 
not viewed as the “college profs’ ” 
definitive recommendation. It took | 
two sessions of questioning to ex- | 
amine some of the aspects, and |. 
some matters raised in the current | 
confabs will be incorporated into 
the final document, which the Cor- 
nell-UCLA team will wrap up in| 
another two weeks. In words of | 
one union topper, “This is the skel- | 
eton on which the flesh of a merged 
organization can be hung.” 

Important point is that members 
of the various talent fields will be 
separated only by geography, not 
by craft. Actors, singers, dancers, 
etc., will all be members of the 
same local, if they reside in the 
same area. 

Merged union, including the five 
present branches and Television 
Authority, would be governed by a 
200-member national executive 
board. This would meet in full 

(plenary) session at least every two 
years. It would convene by geo- 
graphical sections at least four 
times yearly. Except for regional 
matters, any subject voted by one 
section would have to be approved 
by the other two sections. All 
members of national board would 
be members of their local boards. 
Board, Local Setup 

National board would have at 
least 10 members from each major 
field—legit, AM-TV. etc. Each local 
would have at least one board 

(Continued on page 15) 


London Trial June 10 
Of Korda Suit Vs. Mason 
To Recover 506 Advance 


London, May 20. 

Suit by Sir Alexander Korda 
against James Mason for the re- 
turn of $50,000 is slated to be 
tried here June 10. Producer 
claims he had a gentleman’s agree- 
ment with the actor to make a 
picture and as a token of the 
understanding handed him a $50,- 
000 advance when he arrived in 
New York from London three years 
ago. 

Korda maintains that Mason has 
never made the promised picture 
for him and rejects every script 
offered. So he wants his $50,000 
back. 

Mason acknowledges the agree- 
ment, although there was no writ- 








ten contract, and asserts he stands | 


ready to make a film when a suit- 
able script is presented. He is now 
working in Hollywood in Metro's 
“Prisoner Of Zenda.” 

The $50,000 was deposited in the 
Manufacturers Trust Co., N. Y.., 
by Morris Helprin, Korda’s U. S. 
rep, who handed over bank and 
check books empowering the actor 
to draw on the money when he 
met Mason at the pier on his ar- 
rival in America. 

Helprin is slated to come here 


from New York to testify. Whether | with the Secretary of State in| 
Mason will come or leave it entire-| Albany. The star has been con- 


ly to his solicitors to handle the 
case is not known here. 








folded | from film-making 
| work than play. — : : 
ri , q|July, the comic will do a series o 
Pian will Se mawrepye | one-night stands in Europe and Is- 
rael and wind up as a spectator at 
the Olympic Games in Helsinki. 


tertain at a number of U. S. mili- 
try and naval posts over there. 


Hope Abroading 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Bob Hope’s summer vacation 
will be more 
Starting late in 


Between one-nighters he will en- 





Warns of Importance 
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To US. of Pic Fetes 
In ‘Ideological War’ 


Washington, May 20. 

An implied warning 
U.S. government, as well as Holly- 
wood, will have to show more 


awareness of the importance of the | 
growing number of film festivals | 
throughout the world, was voiced 


last week by Floyd E. Brooker, 
film topper for Mutual Security 
Agency. 

Reporting informally to the 
Washington Film Council on his 
recent 11-week trek through South- 
east Asia and the Philippines, 
Brooker, former film head of the 
U.S. Office of Education, stressed 
the tremendous effort made by the 
Soviet Union at the International 
Film Festival in India. Brooker, 
along with Frank Capra, were offi- 


cial reps for the United States. In| 


contrast with their small delega- 
tion, Iron Curtain countries had 27 
reps, four times as many as the 
rest of the world put together. 
Stating positively that, “increas- 
ingly, motion pictures and espe- 
cially the film festival, will be in 
the forefront of the ideological 
| war,” Brooker pointed out the well- 
| organized way in which the Com- 
mies used the Indian*Festival to 
| secure the showing of films they 
could never have otherwise ewmhib- 
ited to audiences they could not 


have lured by,other means. 





Hayes & Healy Pacted 


For London Palladium! 


| Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy 


have been signed for the Palla- | 


dium, London, starting July 7. 
| They'll follow Jack Benny into the 
vauder. 

Theatre has also pacted Nanci 
Crompton, cafe ballerina, who 
,starts Aug. 4. She'll double into 
the Hotel Savoy. 





| 


Crosby’s Science Fiction Pic 


Hollywood, May 20. 

After traveling all over the earth 
on their various “Road” tours, 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope are 
contemplating a ‘trip out of this 
world. 

Crosby and his radio producer, 
Bill Morrow, have cooked up a 
film story titled ‘The Road to the 
Moon,” a comic-science-fiction pro- 
duction. Crosby is submitting the 
yarn to Paramount. 





Madeleine Carroll Films, Inc., 
with offices in New York, has been 
| dissolved, according to papers filed 


centrating on radio and the legiti- | 


‘mate stage lately. 
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Formal Move to Plug 






Pix Probes 


Continued from page | jae 


answers be objective, be couched 
in terms that can be made public 
if necessary. 

Dossiers Detailed 

Dossiers are remarkable in de- 
tail. Those on the Legion list are 
confronted with even obscure inci- 
dents and accusations relating to 
members of their families or per- 
sons of similar names. Each 
studio, in acting individually, is 
going about getting answers from 
those employees on the list in own 
manner. 

At 20th-Fox, those named by the 
Legion have received personal let- 
ters from Spyros Skouras, company 
prez. Replies are to be addressed 
directly to him. 





Chi As Major City For 
AM-TV; ‘Ghost Town’ Out 


Chicago, May 20. 
After several months of quiet 
advance work, an all-industry or- 
ganization is being rounded into 
final form to promote Chicago as 
a major radio-television production 








centre. The establishment of the | 
formal group—sort of a Windy | 


City radio-TV chamber of com- 
merce—is viewed as the first really 
significant move to erase the “ghost 
town” stigma from the Chi escutch- 
eon. 


Present plans call for the for- | 


mation of a non-profit corporation 
to be called Chicago Unlimited 
with a minimum annual budget of 
$25,000. Membership will be open 
to individuals and organizations 
| with an jnterest in plugging the 
|hometown’s radio, TV, film and 
| transcription activity. A full-time 
| director will be hired to implement 
|a 10-point promotional program. 
| Over 3,000 copies of a 16-page 
| brochure put together by the or- 
| ganizing committee will be in the 
| mails later this week. The booklet 
explains the philosophy, plans and 
| aims of the projected corporation, 
, and sets June 2 as the date of first 
| general organizational meeting. 
Challenge Seen 


tiators as a challenge to not only 
those who have remained bullish 
about Chi’s role in broadcasting, 
| but also to those who have be- 
| moaned the shrinking of the city’s 
contributions -to the _ airlanes. 
There’s a recognition that while 
the Loop will never succeed New 
| York and Hollywood in the domi- 
| nation of the ether, the full pro- 
| ductive potentials of this market 
_have yet to be properly exploited. 
| The source of the $25,000 kitty 
,is broken down thusiy: 500 indi- 
| vidual shares will be offered at 
$25; 75 organization memberships 
at $100, and 10 charter member- 
ships at $500. Shareholders will, 
|of course, elect the officers and 
| the board. 
Blueprint Details 
| The preliminary blueprint de- 
tails these services to the sub- 
| seribers: 

1, Sell their services to sponsors 
by calling their attention to the 
advantages of buying shows in Chi- 
| Cago, 
7 2. Sell their services to advertis- 
ing agencies by keeping them ap- 
| prised of what is available in Chi- 


| 


oc 
3. Lobby in their interest with 


the networks to induce them to) 


(Continued on page 15) 


32 Orly. Divvy Down 
To $6,593,000 Since ’51 


Washington, May 20. 

| Film industry dividends for the 
first quarter of this year amounted 
to $6,593,000, compared with $6,- 
| 706,000 tor the first three months 





|merce disclosed last week. 
|payments were $4,640,000. 
| $31,000 behind the figure 
March, 1951. 
At the same time, Commerce De- 
| partment revised upward the 1951 
| Picture dividend total. New total 
|is $35,122,000. Earlier, Commerce 
had set the figure at $34,860,000. 
These are all publicly announced 
dividends. Commerce said 


March 
only 
for 





dividends paid 


in the industry, 


The venture is seen by its ini- | 


| Hollywoed, May 290. 
| 
| 


At Metro, L. K. Sidney is han- 


dling the matter of checking em- | 


ployees’ loyalties. _Those named 
by the Legion are shown dossiers 
on their own alleged activities and 


J. K. (Neil) Nunan, special exec- 
utive engaged by Howard Hughes, 
is checking loyalties at RKO. Most 
of his work at present is in re- 
lation to employees on pix already 


Legion Nixes MPIC 

In line with the new fikn 
industry loyalty grobe, it’s 
been learned that the Motion 
Picture Industry Council had 
originally asked to meet with 
American Legion execs to dis- 
cuss the situation, but the Le- 
gion turned cown the bid, re- 
fusing to talk with any but 
the heads of the major com- 
panies. Huddles have been 
held with Legion toppers by 
some members of the Assn. of 
Motion Picture Producers, but 
the producers have been talk- 
ing separately for their own 
individual interests and not 
under the AMPP aegis. 

Legion execs reporiedly em- 
phasized to the producers that 
they couldn’t guarantee any- 
thing, pointing out that the 
various state branches of their 
organization had full and au- 
tonomous control over their 
own doings. Film company 
prexies, incidental’ y, are main- 
taining a strict silence about 
the entire Legion-loyalty 
probe. 








ee 





was at a standstill for some time 
prior to start of “Beautiful But 
Dangerous” last week. 

Columbia has B. B. Kahane and 
Nate Spingold checking loyalties of 
studio’s employees on the Legion 
list. As at Metro, those named at 
Columbia are told what’s in the 
dossier on them, and they are asked 
to answer. 

Y. Frank Freeman, studio head, 
is personally handling the matter 
at Paramount. 

As far as is known, no provision 
|has been made to get statements 





| or explanations from those on the 


| 


| list who have no major studio af- 
filiation. 





Picket Ferrer Pic in Balto 
Baltimore, May 20. 

A former employee of Loew’s 
| Century here, now State Adjutant 
of the American Legion, led pickets 
here protesting Jose Ferrer’s ap- 
pearance in Paramount’s “Any- 
thing Can Happen” at the Stanley. 
He is Daniel Burkhardt, who was 
an assistant house manager and 
publicity man for the chain. He 
later turned to running mess tents 
fer carnivals. 

Burkhardt said that Ferrer was 
one of 25 actors and entertainers 
on the Legion blacklist on grounds 
of “questioned loyalty.” The AL 


lof 1951, U. S. Department of Com-| exec quoted Red Channels as his 


source. 


Pickets are distributing mimeoed 
handouts asserting Ferrer is “re- 


| ported as sponsor of, affiliated with 


or speaker for” a number of or- 
ganizations alleged to be subver- 
sive. Ferrer has already denied 
under oath before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee any 
Communist affiliation. 

Picketing had no 





noticeable 


they | effect on bi i 
should be about 60 to 65% of all | con on biz, despite pictures and 


siderable 
papers, 


space in the Sun- 





Odets, Lennart, Roberts Tell Probers 
Of Former Commie 


Membership 


Washington, May 20. 

Three more Hollywood writers 
admitted former Communist affili- 
ation yesterday (Mon.) and today 
in testimony before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. 
They were Clifford Odets, Broad- 
way playwright and screenwriter: 
Stanley Roberts, presently em- 
ployed by the Stanley Kramer 
unit at Columbia, and Isobel Len- 
nart, Metro screenwriter. Roberts 
and. Miss Lennart revealed the 
names of former associates in par- 
ty activities and described 
working of party machinery in 
Hollywood, Odets had revealed 
some names yesterday. 

Both Miss Lennart and Roberts 
were warmly thanked by chairman 
John Wood, D., Ga. for the co- 


the 





completed, since production there. 


operation they had given the Com- 
mittee. However, no acknowledge- 
|}ment was made of the testimony 
| given by Odets. 

Odets’ testimony centered about 
his affiliation with front organiza- 
| tions as late as 1950, while Roberts 


‘asked to answer directly to Sidney. | described the working of the Com- 


| munist Party in the Screen Writers 
| Guild during the Conference of 
|Studio Unions strike and Miss 
|}Lennart discussed the Commie 
dues paying and assessment 
tem in Hollywood. 


| Miss Lennart, top Metro writer 


SVS- 


whose credits include “The Kissing 
Bandit,” “East Side, West 
| and “Anchors Aweigh,” the 
| committee she was recruited in 
| the Communist Party in 1939 when 
| she was a script clerk at 20th-Fox. 
She said she drifted away in 1945 
and completely severed all ties 
with the party in 1946. In 1946, she 
said she married a former Army 
officer who was violently anti- 
Communist, but that the decision 
to leave the party was her own 

No mention of her husband's 
name was made before the hear- 
ing. However, Miss Lennart is 
married to John Harding, a screen- 
writer and playwright. 

Was ‘Passive’ Member 


The Metro writer described her- 
self as a passive member who 
never joined any of the mass or- 
ganizations and who was never a 
member of the party faction in the 
Screen Writers Guild. Therefore, 
she said, the Communist Party 
never directed her writing activi- 
ties, terming herself a writer of 
“light, frothy pictures.” She re- 
vealed that she paid dues ranging 
from $25 to $50 a month. She re- 
ported that when she earned $500 
to $600 a week in 1943 and 1944, 
the party assessed her $100 a 
month and that she was told that 
the payment of dues was a political 
duty. She said she thought the dues 
were excessive and never paid 
more than $50 a month. She re- 
vealed that she also contributed to 
People’s World, but never re- 
cruited anybody for the party, 
never held an office, never sold 
subscriptions to publications and 
was merely a rank and file 
member. 


Miss Lennart asserted that she 
wanted to testify a year ago but 
didn’t want to reveal names at that 
time because “I could not bring 
myself to damage others as I felt 
I would be damaged when I testi- 
fied. I felt my testimony would 
end my screen career.” She said 
she now came before the Commit- 
tee voluntarily at her own ex- 
pense to testify fully with names 
Her reason for changing her mind, 
she said, was because of two rir 
mors which she termed horrifying 
and shocking. One was, she 
noted, that there was a deal be- 
tween her and the Committee and 
that was why she was still work- 
ing at Metro. The other, she re- 
vealed, was that she was the last 
powerful Communist in Hollyw ood, 
so powerful that she could not be 
removed. No one, she pointed out, 
knew that she was not called sim- 
ply because she was pregnant at 
the time. 

As members of her regular cell 
unit, Miss Lennart named: Maurice 
Murphy, an actor; Nora and George 
Haligren, George Sklar, Albert 
Maltz, Paul Jarrico, Martin Berk- 
ley, Lester Coles, Alvah Bessie, 
Gordon Kahn, Henry Blankfort, 
Herbert Biberman, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Willner and Roland Kib- 
bee. Latter, ‘the committee T& 
vealed, had talked privately with 
the committee and had been cooP- 
rative. Miss Lennart said that John 


Side” 
told 





(Continued on page 16) 
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BIG CASH COULD SWING RKO SALE 








Major Companies Fighting to Slash 
Inventories in Face of Uncertain Mkt. 


Hollywood, y <> pga 
to a long-range production slow- 


appears to be in for a pro- 
ted poo of layoffs with at 
least four of the ‘majors fighting 
to bring down their film inventor- 
ies. Feeling is that they've piled 
up more than enough pix in the 
face of an uncertain, market. 
Companies principally affected 
gre Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox 
and Universal. All but 20th had 
more coin invested in completed 
but unreleased pix at the end of 
their 1951 fiscal periods than the 
year previous. 
has been completed and stowed 
away by most 
since the 1951 reports were made 
vrotal amount of studio-made 
product in the vaults of eight com- 
panies (Columbia, Metro, Para- 
mount, Republic, RKO, 20th, Uni- 
versal and Warner Bros.), accord- 
ing to 1951 reports—final one of 
which came out last week—was 
$93,705,000. That compares with 
$91,925,000 for the previous year. 
Total investment in pix before 
the cameras by the eight studios 
at the time the year-end state- 
ments came out was down from 
1950. It amounted to $78,169,000 
in 1951 as compared with $80,100,- 
000 for 1950 
Totals in the two categories 
above do not give a complete pic- 


(Continued on page 16) 


Ferber Won’t Allow 
H’wood Peek at Her 
New Novel, ‘Giant’ 


Absolute prohibition imposed by 
Edna Ferber has prevented an ad- 
vance Hollywood look-see at her 
forthcoming novel, “The Giant.” 
Book stands at the top of the 
agenda of all story departments as 





the prospect for a, film. There’s | 


considerably less interest in the 
new Ernest Hemingway yarn, “The 
Old Man and The Sea,” which stu- 
dios also haven’t been able to gan- 
der yet. 

Effort and intrigue to lay hands 
on a manuscript or galley proofs 
of the Ferber novel arise out of 
the writer's rep for turning out 
profitable film fare. Among her 
ranking properties were “So Big,” 
Which won a Pulitzer Prize in 1925 
and was lensed by First National 
that year; “Cimarron” (RKO, 1931) 
and “Saratoga Trunk” (WB, 1945). 

There's no explanation from 
Miss Ferber, her agent or publisher 
for the reluctance about letting the 
studios have an advance o.o. She's 
always been tough, however, in 
deals for screen rights. She’s in- 

(Continued on page 16) 


BIGGEST U-DECCA SNAG 
IS RANK’S STIFF PRICE 


J. Arthur Rank’s holdout for a 
stiff price continues to be biggest 
Uae to consummating a merger of 
‘hiversal and Decca, it was indi- 
tated yesterday (Tues.), following 





Rackmil, prez of Decca. Latter is 
“rgest single stockholder in U. 
cackmil returned Monday from 
°ndon huddles with J. Arthur 
: ~y second largest U stockholder 
ge an opponent of Rackmil’s mer- 
T plan. 
in Decca has the alternative of buy- 
with pee that basis was discussed 
that th ank. _It appears, however, 
ies € British film tyeoon is hold- 
the out for such a stiff price that 
fear nase, Decca believes, is not 
Rackmnil j 4 
1s understood planning, 
forte teeless, to continue his ef- 
nat ® come to one form of agree- 
will hue another with Rank and 
vty die with his banker, Serge 
oe of First National of 
ing a. _~ other advisers on find- 
sible th ution. If that’s not pos- 
Unload res a chance Decca may 
Optic the 304,000 U shares and 
Cuivaje ich were bought at the 
valent of $15 each, 


which looks forward? 


Additional product | 


of the companies | 


p.utn to New York of Milton R. | 


8 Up Rank’s 134,900 shares, and | 





Goldstein, Goetz to Europe 


Hollywood, May 20. 

William F. Goetz, Universal pro- 
duction chief, and Leonard Gold- 
stein, lot’s most active producer, 
both head for Europe in June. 
Goetz’s jaunt is mostly business, 
whiie Goldstein’s will be a pleasure 
junket. 

Goetz will leave for New York 
early in June and take off after a 
week of confabs there. He'll be 
|}away about a month. Goldstein 
will leave later in June and expects 
to be gone six to eight weeks. 








‘Nth Eyes Wald 
U's Goldstein As 
Prod. Unit Chief 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Leonard Goldstein and Jerry 
| Wald are said to be among the lead- 





|ing candidates to head a new unit | 
|}at 20th-Fox to make the bulk of | 


|the studio’s medium-budgeted pro- 
duction. Both Goldstein and Wald 
have current contractual commit- 
ments and it is not certain, in any 
case, whether they’ll accept the 
post or 20th will finally decide on 
either of them. 





has already instituted in part of 
having groups of pix made by units 
under the general supervision of 
| Darryl F. Zanuck and with Joseph 
H. Moskowitz, now eastern studio 
jrep, as a sort of coordinator. Ju- 
‘lian Blaustein and Sol C. Siegel 
| head other units. 

Goldstein is currently producing 
|at Universal, where he has made a 
(Continued on page 16) 


SOVIET CONTINUES TO 
PIRATE OLD U.S. PIX 


Washington, May 20. 

As Russia continues to pirate and 
screen old U. S. films, State Depart- 
ment has directed our embassy in 
Moscow to make another protest. 
Latest complaint is on the showing 
of two pre-World War II “Tarzan” 
films. 

No reply has been received yet 
and it may be some time before the 
Reds answer. The latest American 
| protest follows four previous ones 
| that Moscow theatres were showing 
| American-made films without pay- 
| ing royakties or without permission 
1of the American studios. In each 
case, prewar films, which the Rus- 
sians seized in Berlin immediately 
after the armistice, have been in- 
volved. 

It was only recently that the Rus- 
sians acknowledged the first four 
protests. Soviet Government con- 
tended that since it seized prints in 
Berlin they were was booty and no 
payment would be made to the 
; American owners. 


Philly Exhibs Gang Up 


On Col’s Montague 
Philadelphia, May 20. 
Appearance of Abe Montague, 
veepee and general sales manager 
of Columbia Pictures, before a 
mass meeting of exhibitors at the 
Broadway Hotel here yesterday 
(Tues.) touched off a verbal slug- 
fest over the company’s sales prac- 
tices.. “It’s the first time I ever 
had a group gang up on me,” he 
said, “and I don’t think it’s right.” 
Montague showed up at the con- 
clave in response to an invitation 
sent by Sidney E. Samuelson, prez 
and general manager of Allied 
Theatre Owners of Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, after his company was 
voted the most “unpopular’ distrib 
at a previous Allied meet. On hand 
for the session were some 45 ex- 
hibs, 











| 








Move in taking on Goldstein or | 
Wald fits in with a plan which 20th 


DEMBOW LIAISON 
~ ON GROUP OFFER 


Sufficieatly large propoftion in 
cash of a $6,000,000 total sum will 
induce Howard Hughes to part with 
his controlling interest in RKO Pic- 
tures, according to well-informed 
New York financial circles. Sam 
Dembow, Jr., who has been acting 
as middleman between Hughes and 
an eastern syndicate for the past 
month, is now endeavoring to get 
the group to up its cash ante. 














Hughes’ earnest interest in ped- | 


dling his RKO shares is seen in the 
tact that he has financed Dembow’s 
efforts to the extent of a Coast 
visit several weeks ago. The for- 
mer distribution and _ exhibition 
|exec may return to Hollywood for 
further confabs with Hughes in the 
next few weeks. 

The RKO topper’ reportedly 
wants $6 yer share for his stock 
and holds slightly more than 1,000,- 
000 shares. Dembow has put to- 
gether a syndicate that is ready to 
buy the _ production-distribution 
company. Hitch, however, is under- 
bowers to be the quantity of cash 
Hughes }s asking and terms of pay- 
ment of notes representing the re- 
mainder. 

Dembow has consistently refused 
to identify, even to close business 
associates, the composition of the 

(Continued on page 63) 


| 


| Everybody Loves COMPO, 
| No One Will Marry Her; 





Pinanski TOA’s Choice 


Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations finds itself in the un- 
enviable league of the gal every- 
one loves but no one will marry. 
There seems to be more deepdown 
desir- now for the all-industry pub- 
lic relations organization than 
there ever was, yet no one is will- 
ing to take the time or the trouble 
to make a bride of the gal. 

Let alone take on a fulltime 
marriage in the guise of president 
of COMPO, there has been diffi- 
culty finding men to accept even 
one-third of that berth. Theatre 
Owners of America yesterday 
'(Tues.) finally got Sam Pinanski to 
|take the post of “its rep on the 
triumvirate that is thought to be 
the solution to COMPO’s presi- 
dency problem since a single ac- 

(Continued on page 61) 











War’s Uncertainty 





Motion Pictupre Assn. of 
America title registration re- 
ports indicate that Columbia 


is determined to make a war 
picture, but hasn’t quite made 
up its mind where to put it. 

It has registered “Anzio,” 
“Saipan,” “El Alamein” and 
“Wings Over Korea.” 








Average Citizen 
Needs Education 
On Hwood-Coyne 


The average citizen simply isn™ 
hep to the workings and physical 


ert W. Coyne, special counsel for 
'the Council of Motion 

| Organizations, declared in 
this week. He feels a thorough-go- 
ing job of “educating” the public 
| would result in substantially 
| proved goodwill for the business. 





Report 20th Ready to Sell 600 Oldies 
For Reissue to Theatres (No Video) 


+ Twentieth-Fox is in 


the mar- 
ket to sell reissue rights to 600 


| of its old films, and a flock of New 


York film attorneys, representing 
various syndicates, are endeavoring 
to put deals together. Edward L. 


| Alperson, who had the inside track 


}and came 


closest to the inking 


| Stage, finally gave up after three 


weeks of negotiation and returned 


| to the Coast over the weekend. 


The films involved are those re- 
leased in the 15-year period from 


| 1933-34 to 1948-49. Alperson deal 


entailed a payment of $3,000,000 


| against 35% of proceeds of the pix, 


|makeup of the film industry, Rob- | 


Picture | 
i 


im- | 


| Coyne and Maurice Bergman, | 


Universal exec, both returned from 
hinterlard lecture tours 
the COMPO banner, Coyne having 
| had dates across Virginia and Berg- 
man having covered Ohio. [here’s 
|'a big need for many more such 
| visits to Rotary, Kiw anis and other 
{similar groups by 
| they stressed. 

‘““It’s imperative that 
|lic is acquainted with the facts 
leoncerning the industry,” 
told Variety. He said his audi- 


(Continued on page 16) 





Daff, Lipton to Coast 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Following conclusion of a three- 
day sales palaver in Chicago, Al- 
fred E. Daff, Universal’s world 
sales chief, and David A. Lipton, 
pub-ad y.p., arrived here yesterday 
(Mon.) for a series of meetings 
with production execs Leo Spitz 
and William Goetz. 
Daff and Lipton will be joined 
later in the week by Charles J. 
Feldman, domestic sales manager. 











Biz in key cities covered by 
| VaRIETY this week continues slug- 
| gish with even the stronger com- 
| munities reporting trade very spot- 
|ty. Lukewarm product is taking 
| the rap for the downbeat this ses- 
| sion, although seasonal influences 
| undoubtedly are hurting. Keys 
which had rainy weather for the 
_most part noted a brisk pickup in 
| trade. 

“Red Ball Express” (U), story of 
the Army transportation system in 
Europe during the last war, is 
io ahead to No. 1 spot, with 
a batch of okay to fine sessions 
| among the 12 spots currently play- 
‘ing. “Carbine Williams” 


ace. 

“Belles on Toes” (20th), which 
| was champ last week, is a strong 
|third position winner. “Marrying 
Kind” (Co is finishing fourth 
while “African Queen” (UA) will 
be fifth. “Rancho Notorious” 
(RKO) shows enough to cop sixth, 
with “Six Conyicts” (Col) seventh. 
“Man in White Suit” (U), helped 
by some fresh dates, is edging up 
to eighth. “Sniper” (Col) and 
“Deadline-U.S.A.” (20th) round out 
the Big 10 list. 

“Anything Can Happen” (Par) 
and “Encore” (Par) are runner-up 


ix. 
. One of best new entries, just 
starting out, looks to be “Thief of 


countering some soft spots. “San 





(M-G), | 
' another newcomer, is catching on | 
| sufficiently well to take second | 


Damascus” (Col), but even it is en- | 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Key City Biz Still Sluggish; ‘Express’ New Champ, 
‘Carbine’ 2d, ‘Belles’ 3d, ‘Marrying’ 4th 


Francisco Story” (WB) this week 
looms mostly mild. “Outcast of 
Islands” (UA), also new, is mild 
at N. Y. Astor but sturdy in Fine 
Arts, another N. Y. house where 
playing day-date. “Wait ’Til Sun 
Shines Nelly” (20th) ranges from 
fair to okay currently. “Patla”’ 
(Col) is rated nice in Washington. 

“Kangaroo” (20th) looms slug- 
gish on preem week in N. Y. while 
“Red Mountain” (Par) ranges fair 
to dull this stanza. 

“Battle At Apache Pass” (U) is 
rated fine in St. Louis. “Greatest 
Show” (Par), which has played 
most of its dates first time arouad, 
is okay in Chi and L.A. “Singin’ 
In Rain” (M-G) is sock in Montreal. 

“Girl in White” (M-G) is oke in 
| Denver but fair in K.C. “Wild 
North” (M-G) shapes nice in Cleve- 
land. “Pride of St. Louis” (20th) 
looks light in Boston. “Scara- 
;mouche” (M-G), rated fairish in 
|second N. Y. Music Hall week, 
holds a third round there. 

“Macao” (RKO) looms mildish in 
| Cincy. “Steel Town” (U) shapes 
okay in Chi. “Love Better Than 
Ever” (M-G) looks big in Omaha. 
“Song In Heart” (20th) is fine in 
Boston. “Brave Warrior’ (Col) 
looks lean in Louisville. “Green 
Glove” (UA) is fair in Pittsburgh. 

“Outcasts of Poker Flat” (20th) 
is very disappointing this round. 
“Scandal Sheet” (Col) shapes nice 
in Seattle. 

(Complete. Boroffice Reports. on 

Pages 8-9) 








Coyne | 2.000 contracts played off. Since 


carrying | 





but other amounts and percentages 
are being~ talked by the other 
groups. 

Reissues will be for sale to the- 
atres only. There is no TV angle 
involved. Rights would be given 
by 20th for five years. 

Figures now being talked vary 
from $2,000,000 to $3,500,000. The 
percentages which 20th would get 
go from 30% to 40%, hinging on 
the size of the front money. Some 
of the deals also have complicated 
arrangements revolving about the 

(Céntinued or page 63) 


1938 ‘Snow White’ Grabs 
7506 on 2d Reissue Run 
To Date; Eye $2,000,000 


One of the reasons Walt Disney 
finds no difficulty resisting the 
fabulous bait held out to him for 
old pix by TV is evidenced in the 








: ob ayie |current reissue of “Snow White.” 
industryites, | phe 1938 pic was started into its 


the pub- | second re-release by RKO last Feb- 


ruary and has already amassed 
about $750,000, with approximately 


it has been doing very well in 
drive-ins and never fails to click 
heavily When kids are out of school 
big summer take is looked for with 
about $2,000,000 gross realized 
from the current reissue. 


“Snow White” is by far Disney’s 
greatest financial success. It had 
$10,600,000 in the till from world- 
wide release as of the end of last 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Deals With Small, Spiegel Strengthen 
~-  [JA’s Chances for 36 Pix in 1953 


Small’s Revamp 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Edward Small Productions is 
reyamping the script of “Prison- 
er’s Island” to take advantage of a 
front-page story. Rewrite will in- 
corporate a new angle based on 





New deals pacted by United Art-+ 


Helprin Leg Fractured, 


ists with Edward Small and Sam 
Spiegel in the past week strength- 
en possibilities that the distrib will 
have its desired 36 features for re- 
lease in 1953. In addition to Small 
and Spiegel, a flock of other film- 
makers in a recent period have 
committed themselves to delivery 
of product to UA in future months. 


the capture of Brig.-Gen. Francis 
T. Dodd’ by Communist prisoners 
on Koje Island. 

Michel Kraike, producer, is 
sending an assistant to Washing- 
ton for stock footage and details 





Hit in London by: Auto’ 


London's keep-to-the-left 
fic proved too much last week for | 
Morris Helprin, U. S. rep of Sir | 
Alexander Korda. Habit got the | 





Small’s contract-signing followed 
his departure from Columbia, 
where he had been operating on 
a partnership basis the last couple 
of years. Split was caused by dif- 
ferences with Col brass over his 
sale of earlier-made properties to 
television. Small will lens 13 pix 
for UA, 10 c: which are slated for 
delivery by the end of ’53. 

First, set to go before the cam- 
eras on June 2, will be “Kansas 
City 117,” John Payne-Coleen Gray 
costarrer which Phil Karlson will 
direct from a screenplay by George 
Bruce and Harry Essex. Production 
of the second is skedded to roll 
July 15. This will be “Return of 
the Corsican Brothers,” starring 
Louis Hayward, directed by Ray 
Nazarro and scripted by Richard 
Schayer. 

Small has set up production 
headquarters at the Samuel Gold- 
wyn studio, Hollywood, and is now 
assembling a_ staff under Ben 
Hersch, general manager and pro- 
duction supervisor. The producer 
reported that scripts for his entire 
13-pic program are finished or near 
completion. 

Spiegel’s New Deal 

Spiegel, whose last was “The 
African Queen” for UA, will do 
four pix under his new deal, first 
of which is set to start shooting 
in London on July 15. This has 
the working title of “Melba,” based 
on the career of Nellie Melba, the 
singer, and will be done in Tech- 
nicolor. According to Spiegel, 

(Continued on page 16) 


Krim to Huddle 
With Chaplin On 





‘ 7 e DJ . e | 

Limelight’ Distrib 
Arthur B. Krim, presjdent of 
leaves N. Y. for 
the Coast within the next few days 
indie pro- 
It’s 
see 
Charles Chaplin regarding the re- 


United Artists, 


to resume talks with 
ducers on distribution deals. 
expected Krim also will 


lease of Chaplin's “The Lime 
light,” which is now editing. 


Chaplin, who owns 25% of the 
UA outstanding stock, has yet to 
enter into an agreement covering 
his film with the company. How- 
ever, initial discussions have taken 
place and it’s held highly likely 
that a contract will soon material- 


ize. 


There have been no hints on 
“fa- 
vored nation” deals are against the 
policy of UA’s management., In 
the past, Chaplin and Mary Pick- 
ford, also a 25% owner, had the 
privilege of releasing pix through 
the distrib 
of the gross rentals up to 
$800,000 and 10°% on income above 


possible terms, except that 


VA at 
25% 


terms giving 


that figure. 

Shortly 
last year, Krim announced 
such deals, which obviously 
highly favorable to the producer 


after 


would not be entered in the fu- 
He feels that stiffer terms 
for the distrib to 


ture. 
are necessary 
operate profitably. 





G. Templeton Heading To 


Germany on Govt. Pic Job. 


Hollywood, May 2Q. 


he became prez 
that 
are 


best of him as he got to the centre | 
'of a London street and he looked | 
\the wrong direction. ‘Result: a_| 
| fractured leg, bruises of the hand 
land various contusions. Also a 
threatened lawsuit by the owner 
of the car which hit him to recover 
the cost of a damaged headlight. 

Despite the injuries, Helprin 
flew back to New York the follow- 
ing day to have his leg set and has 
been confined to his home since 
then. He expects to be in his of- 
fice on crutches next week. 


City Investing Has 
5006-Prod. Stake 
In 3 Korda Films 


Investment of more than $500,- 
| 000 has been made by the City In- 
| vesting Co., N. Y., in three pix be- 
\ing produced by Sir Alexander 
|Morda in England. CI has a heavy 














Distributing Corp., which has re- 
leasing rights to the pix in the 
U. S. 


and chairman of the board of Lo- 


Korda prior to returning to New 
¥ork from London last week. Par- 
ticipating in the negotiations were 
Ilya Lopert, prexy of the distribu- 
tion outfit, and Morris Helprin, 
|U. S. rep for Korda. They returned 
| with Dowling. 

Pix in which Dowling bought a 
stake are “Gilbert & Sullivan,” 
which went before the cameras 
April 15; “The Sound Barrier,” 
which is completed, and the next 
Carol Reed film, which has not 
been started and is untitled as 
yet. 

Deal differs basically from CI’s 
previous arrangement with Korda. 
-|A couple of years ago, CI, through 
the Lopert outfit, made an advance 
of $1,080,000, against a percentage, 
to Korda for distribution rights to 
13 films. They included 10 com- 
pleted pix for $280,000 cash down, 
plus $400,000 on delivery of “Tales 
of Hoffmann,” and $200,000 each 
on delivery of “Cry, the Beloved 
Country” and “Outcast of the Is- 
lands.” 

That was purely a distribution 
arrangement, with Lopert getting a 

(Continued on page 13) 


Brit. Govt. Refuses To 
Halt Sale of Denham; 








London, May 20. 

’ The Government tonight (Tues.) 
declined to intervene in the sale of 
| the Denham and Isleworth studios, 
refusing to accept the assumption 
of Labor members of Parliament 
‘that the studios’ retention would 
increase production, save dollars 
and strengthen the British hands in 
forthcoming Anglo-American nego- 
 tiations. Questions raised in the 








| ing 


traf- | of the capture. 





New k Seeks New 


Robert W. Dowling, prez of Cl) 





| 








George Templeton has left for | House of Commons last week by | 
Washington enroute to Germany| T. A. Swingler yielded a written! 


to head the motion picture division 
of the State Department there. He 
had come back here, following his | 


appointment last 


with writers, 


month, 


answer which he regarded as un- 
Satisfactory. 


In his question last week, 


creative talent about joining him | Musical Industries, which would 


abroad. He found 
than willing to go.” 


quarters in Bonn and surveys the | 
He'll probably recruit | 
technicians there. Most of actual | 


situation. 


roduction will be around Munich 
erlin and Frankfurt. 


talking | Swingler implied that the reported | 
directors and other | sale of Denham to Electrical and | 


Law as Latuko 
Wins Court Okay 


Newark, May 20. 
Miffed at a restraining order 


| which permits the showing in New- 


ark of the controversial African 
documentary film, “Latuko,” Pub- 
lic Safety Director John B. Keenan 
said today (Tues.) that he will press 
for legislation which would give 
authorities the right to say that 
certain films can be shown only 
for non-profit and in places not 
regularly used for general enter- 
tainment. 

New York State has such a safe- 
guard, Keenan pointed out. He 
declared that the restraining order 
had handcuffed the police “in the 
performance of their sworn duty.” 
Keenan expressed fear that the 
court decision would encourage a 
traffic of obscene films displayed 
at “smokers” of ‘an undesirable 


financial stake in the Lopert Film | type. 


Temporary injunction restrain- 
the city from _ interfering 
with the showing of the film 
was issued here yesterday (Mon.) 
by the Chancery Division of Su- 


pert, concluded the new deal with| perior Court. As a result of the 


ruling, handed down by Superior 
Court Judge Freund, the Newsreel 
Theatre here resumed presenta- 
tion of the film immediately fol- 
lowing the judge’s decision. 
Newark police, who had con- 
fiscated a print of the film and ar- 


(Continued on page 13) 


20th-Fox Off to the Races 
With New Kind of 1st-Run: 
Kangaroo Gets Headstart 


20th-Fox got a lot of publicity 
mileage out of the “escape” (the 
company’s press agents will swear 
it was strictly accidental) of Zip, a 
five-foot kangaroo that it was im- 
porting from California to New 
York for the opening at the Roxy 
of a film named (of all things) 
“Kangaroo.” The Houdini of Mar- 
supials made its getaway while 
being transported from LaGuardia 
Airport and was reported cavort- 
ing between the Whitney and 
Grace estates near Roslyn, L. I. 

New York papers, aside from the 
World-Telegram, shied away, but 
the Long Island papers went for 
the yarn hook, line and kangaroo. 
Last heard from, they and L.I. po- 
lice—possibly with a little help 





| from Stirling Silliphant’s press de- 


No Quota Threat Seen ' 


partment at 20th—were organizing 
helicopter search and a kangaroo 
posse. 

Long Island Star-Journal head- 
lined the story: “Zip Zigs As Po- 
lice Zag; It’s a Kangaroo, Not a 
Gag.” 


100 Industry Leaders 


Enter Pic Golf Tourney 


Almost 100 industry leaders have 
entered the film industry golf 
tournament being sponsored by 
New York’s Cinema Lodge of 
B'nai B'rith at the Vernon Hills 
Country Club, Tuckahoe, N. Y., to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Those scheduled to participate 
are Spyros Skouras, Si Fabian, Abe 





, Schneider, Harry Bratidt, George 


many “more | use the plant for non-film making | Skouras, William Brandt, William 


purposes, might hamper the pro- | White, Burton Robbins, Leo Jaffe, 
Templeton will make no deci-| duction of an adequate supply of | Martin Moscowitz, Abe Dickstein, 
sions until he reaches his head- | product to fulfill the 30% quota. 


Reply 


retary of the Board of Trade, 
, | agreed that there would be official 


Although | concern if lack of studio space 


j 





he'll be gone two years, Templeton | made the quota impossible to ful- 
will maintain his indie company, | fill but he did not consider that 
Templeton Productions, under su-|such a situation had arisen. Nor 
pervision of Dan Packer, who'll en-| did he feel that it would arise if | 
gage in both theatrical and tele- the Denham lot was no longer | 
vision production, javailable for filming. 





Edward L, Fabian, Max A. Cohen, 


for the government by Harold Rinzler, Solomon and Mor- 
Henry Strauss, parliamentary sec-|ris Strausberg, Morrie Goldstein, 


Robert Sherman, Paul Lazarus, Jr., 
Al Rylander, Howard LeSieur, 
Mortimer Wormser, George Horn- 
stein and Len Gruenberg. 

Participation is open to all mem- 
bers of the film and allied indus- 
tries. Alfred W. Schwalberg is 
chairman and Harold Rinzler is co- 
chairman, 


FCC Hears 20th’s GPE Used the War 
As Excuse to Delay Scophony Video 





F-WC Circuit Pitches 


Pix Via Television 


Los Angeles, May 20, 

First major western circuit to go 
in heavily for television sponsor- 
ship is Fox-West Coast, which takes 
the plunge Thursday (22) on “Un- 
cle Archie’s Komedy Klub” over 
KNBH. Deal calls for 13-week op- 
tion segments spreading over one 
year. Pitch is aimed at selling kids 
on the idea of going to film houses. 

Idea is to plug three films each) 
week with mention of F-WC thea- 
tres where they are showing. First 
films to be plugged are “Kan- 
garoo,” “Ivory Hunter” and “Belles 
On Their Toes.” 


Sugar Ray-Maxim 
In Exclusive Deal 
For Theatre Tele 


Theatre Network Television this 
week signed for exclusive video 
rights to the upcoming Sugar Ray 
Robinson-Joey Maxim lightheavy- 
weight title fight, thereby opening 
up the programming void which 
has confronted big-screen TV since 
last summer. While details of the 
deal were not revealed, it’s be- 
lieved the International Boxing 
Club, which is promoting the. bout, 
will receive a percentage of the 
gate in each theatre carrying the 
event, as with previous bouts lined 
up by TNT. 

Indicating how theatre TV has 
matured during the last year, it’s 








anticipated that both filmery 
grosses and their payment for 
rights will surpass a_ six-figure 


mark for the first time. 

Fight is to be staged June 23 
at Yankee Stadium, N. Y. TNT 
prexy Nathan L. Halpern predicted 
that some 40 or 50 theatres would 
be linked together for the event 
and said that an even greater num- 
ber may tie in if the telephone 
company is able to clear additional 
facilities. It’s considered doubtful 
that the fight will reach any the- 
atres on the Coast, since there is 
only one TV relay line west of 


(Continued on page 55) 


SWG Names MacDougall 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Ranold MacDougall has been 
named to Screen Writers Guild 
exec board, replacing Sloan Nib- 
ley. Latter ankled because he is 
now in a supervisory position as 
story editor of Revue Productions. 

The SWG membership meeting 
Wednesday night (21) will include 
report on Guild hassle with RKO 
over the Paul Jarrico screen- 
credit on “Las Vegas Story.” 


N. Y. to L. A, 


Julie Bennett 

Charles Boyer 

Olivia de Havilland 

John Farrow 

Lester Gottlieb 4 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 

Alexander S. Ince 

Leo McCarey 

Les Thomas 


N. Y. to Europe 
Larry Adler 
Earl Blackwell 
John Byram 
Marian Byram 
Joan Caulfield 
Saul Goodman 
Charles Laughton 
Herb Leder 
Cele McLaughlin 
Leonide Moguy 
Maynard Morris 
Stephen Pallos 
Gregory Peck 
Leonard Pennario 
Benno Rabinof 
Sylvia Rabinof 
Tino Rossi 
Sidney Sheldon 








Europe to N. Y. 
Glenn Ford 
Burl Ives 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Jonas Rosenfield 
John Shubert 
Jerome Whyte 








Washington, May 
Testimony designed to show thas 
General Precision Equipment Cor 
(20th-Fox subsid) used the wae” 
am excuse to hold back TV 
ments by Scophony Corp. w 


r ag 
develop. 


as y 
the Federal Communications to 
mission yesterday (Mon.) at re 
sumption of hearings on Pa ramount 
antitrust issues. GPE and Par 
jointly held 50% interest in Sco- 
phony, which they were required to 
divest in 1949 by the consent de- 


cree. 
Commission counsel Max P 
produced a memorandum in M 
1944, in which Arthur Levey. prex 
of Skiatron Electronics & Televi 
sion Corp., which has acquired Sco- 


aglin 
arch, 


phony patents, informed Par vee. E 


pee Paul Raibourn that he could 
not accept explanations by GPE of 
its inability to develop Scophony 
TV sets “when other companies far 
more heavily committed to the war 
effort have been making progress 
in this regard.” ; 
Levey told Raibourn: “I have for 
some time had a growing conviec. 
tion that the objects for which GPE 
became associated with Scophony 
have become increasingly obscure.” 
Memo was based on a letter to 
Levey from Earle G. Hines. prexy 
of GPE, saying that war shortages 
of material and personne) prevent: 
(Continued on page 13) 


Pictures 3x4 Feet For 
The Home Revealed By 
Skiatron at FCC Probe 


Washington, May 20. 

Skiatron is currently working on 
a pilot model of its Supersonic 
projection receiver permitting TV 
programs to be shown at home in 
pictures three-by-four feet, Arthur 
Levey testified. At hearings on 
par anti-trust issues. Skiatron in- 
herited patents held by Scophony, 
in which Par and General Preci- 
sion owned.a 50% interest until 
1949. Commission has been hear- 
ing evidence that Par and GPE 
suppressed development of the 
Supersonic receiver. 


The Skiatron receiver, or “pro- 
jector” as Levey prefers to call it, 
is about the same size as a l6m 
home movie projector and operates 
in a’ similar manner, throwing a 
TV picture on a wall, screen or 
treated window shade. The projec- 
tor ‘contains the usual knobs for 
tuning in stations. 

Levey told Varrety following the 
hearing that Skiatron plans to 

(Continued on page 13) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Larry Adler 
Dana Andrews 
Val Arms 
Ted Ashley 

* Lauren -Bacall 
Humphrey Bogart 
Vanessa Brown 
George D. Burrows 
Macdonald Carey 
Richard Carlyle 
Carleton Carpenter 
Janis Carter 
Sidney’ Chaplin 
Richard Conte 
Stanley Donen 
Roger Edens 
Eddie Elkort 
Nanette Fabray 
Ed Gardner 
Paul Gross 
Henry Hathaway 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Dr. Herbert Kalmus 
Otto Lang 
Sammy Lewis 
Frederick Loewe 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Daniel Mann 
John Nasht 
Donald O'Connor 
Mike O’Shea 
Harriet Parsons 
Gregory Peck 
Jan*Peerce 
Frank Pitman 
Vera Ralston 
Debbie Reynolds 
William Saal 
Sidney Sheldon 
Jack Smith 
Lou Smith 
Walter Starcke 
Kay Starr 
Abe Steinberg 
Harry Steinman 
Don Weis 
William Wilder 
Herbert J. Yates 
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FOREIGN FREEZ 





Oth Demonstrates Eidophor 


Twentieth-Fox demonstrated its Eidophor theatre color television 


system at ite annual stockholders’ 


meeting in the N. Y. homeoffice 


yesterday (Tues.) with images relayed via cable: from the Fox 
Movietone studios two blocks away and thrown on the regular 
screen in the h.o. projection room. 

prexy Spyros P. Skouras was jubilant on the occasion but asked 
reporters on the scene to refrain from press appraisals since the 
showing was in the nature of an experiment. 

Performers now appearing at the Roxy, garbed in multi-colored 
costumes, moved about in song-and-dance routines for the TV 


camera. 


Special Eidophor projector, 


slightly larger than the 


standard machine, was placed in the booth alongside other appara- 
tus neatly fiitted into a box-like casing measuring about six feet 
high and some inches short of the length of the projector. Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System’s color system with. the revolving disk was 
used although the system could be adapted to the employment of 
all elctronic, or non-mechanical, tiriting. 





Pay, Personnel Cuts Due at 20th-Fox 
But Skouras Sees Upbeat from TV 


Spyros P. Skouras, president of+ 


20th-Fox, told the cerporation’s 
annual meeting of stockholders in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) that the 
future holds promise of healthy 
economics, but for the present, ad- 
ditional lopping of expenses is im- 
perative. This, he said, will be in 
the form of personnel eliminations 
and salary cutting. “Particularly 
let me emphasize,” the prez Added, 
“executive salaries will have to 
be reduced, and plans are under 
way which will be in effect during 
the current year.” 

Twentieth reported yesterday 
that the net for the first quarter 
of the current year skidded to $34,- 
000, equal to- le per share on the 
common stock.. Earnings for the 
game period in 1951 amounted to 
$874,776. equal to 27c per share 
after payments were made on the 
preferred stock issue, which since 
has been retired. 

Skouras told the meeting that 
encouraging advances have been 
made since the first quarter, which 
ended March 29. He related that 
foreign rentals for all of the cur- 
rent year so far are running 47 
above the 1951 level, that domes- 
tic rentals for the first seven 
weeks of the second quarter 
reached $7,979,864, against $7,339,- 
792 during the same period last 
year. Domestic theatre attendance 
is off about 6% from last year. 

Skouras’ Assurance 

In contrast to the poor results 
in the first quarter, Skouras as- 
sured the investors of a handsome 
upbeat in the second stanza, to the 


(Continued on page 15) 


(. P. Skouras as NT Prez 
Could Snare 5006 Yrly. 
On Salary-Plus % Deal 


Charles P, Skouras is set as 
president of National Theatres at 
a stipulated salary plus a profits 
participation which could give him 
up to $500,000 per year. Circuit, 
now a subsid of 20th-Fox, becomes 
an independent operation upon di- 
vorcement this year. 

In answer to a_ stockholder’s 
question, Otto Koegel, 20th’s gen- 
eral counsel, told the outfit’s an- 
nual meeting in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tues. ) that the National prexy will 
receive about half the salary given 

Pyros P. Skouras as prez of 20th. 
Latter drew $246,000 in salary in 
1951. He added that Charles 
Skouras could conceivably draw a 
half million dolla@§ under the par- 
icipation arrangement but the for- 
Mula demands that National would 
have to net over $7,500,000 for him 
to do it. Stockholders should be 

very happy” if this is accom- 
plished, said Koegel. 


Aubrey Schenck Rounds 


Up Coin for Three Pix 


Hollywood, May 20. 
P Aubrey Schenck rounded up 
‘nancial backing for three produc- 
eres and established quarters at 
lotion Picture Centre for his new 
Pictures, to be made within a 
year, are “The Warrior,” a tinter; 


I've Got we i 
Murder.” Mine” and “Shield for 














20th’s Economy Order 


Hollywood, May 20. 
20th-Fox department heads 
have been asked to survey their 
operations and report on what 
economies, financial and per- 
sonnel, can be effected. 

Col. Jason Joy, director of 
public relations and personnel, 
is leaving the company, it was 
reported. He has been associ- 
ated with Fox Films and later 
20th-Fox since 1932. Two 
weeks ago, George Wasson re- 
signed as head of the studio 
legal department. 


Up to 6-Mo. Delay 
Seen by Skouras 


On Divorcement 


Twentieth-Fox may postpone di- 
vorcement of domestic theatres for 
another 90 days or six months be- 
yond the present deadline of June 
28, stockholders were told by prez 
Spyros P. Skouras at the com- 
pany’s annual meeting in N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tues.). He said he had 
been so advised by general coun- 
sel Otto .Koegel and refrained 
from offering any details. 

Such a delay would require De- 
partment of Justice approval and, 
if that were not given, a court row 
with the Department could be ex- 
pected. 

New film company will take over 
all assets excepting domestic thea- 
tres. Outfit already has absorbed 
Hoyts Theatres, Australia, Skouras 
said. On the foreign production 
front, the prez related that costs 
are so high that lensing activity 
outside the U. S. will be cut. 

In other corporate reshuffling of 
assets preliminary to divorcement, 
Skouras reported, National Thea- 
tres has already paid its dividend 
of $12,500,000 to the parent com- 
pany, and the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., 
a separate subsid heretofore, al- 
ready has been shifted to National, 

In underlining the strong finan- 


(Continued on page 16) 


Martin-Lewis Reach 
7-Year Wallis Pact 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
signed a new seven-year contract 
with Hal Wallis calling for one film 
annually on a straight salary basis 
effective Jan. 1. Old pact, inked 
in 1948, was to have expired De- 
cember 31, 1954. 

Comics can do a specified but 
undisclosed number of outside pix. 
Meanwhile, they start rehearsing 
“Seared Stiff’ under the original 
contract. Scheduled to start weeks 
ago, they didn’t show up after re- 
jecting script. It now goes before 
the cameras next week with 
George Marshall 
Herbert Baker's script. Music is 
by Mack David and Jerry Living- 
stone. 











directing from | 4 
'to future pix; $1,130,000, supplies 
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BELATED INGOME 
Aa TERRIF HYPE 


Currency freeze instituted by 
many nations, starting in 1947, is 
now being viewed by film execs 
as the cloud with the silver lining. 
Belated income now arriving in 
the U. S. as a result of the thawing 
of some of the deep-freeze money 
is providing a much-needed hypo 
to current profits. 

Prime example is RKO, as evi- 
denced by its annual report for 
1951, issued last week. It was able 
to show black ink to the tune of 
more than $334,000 due to the fact 
that $3,000,000 of previously 
blocked currency poured into the 
treasury during ‘i.e 12-month pe- 
riod. 

While examples aren't so dra- 
matic at other companies, all of 
them have found a welcome surge 
to foreign incéme in belated thaw- 
ing of coin that was in deep freeze. 
This money shows up pleasantly in 
reports now because all of the ma- 
jors in the past three or four years 
have revised bookkeeping systems 
realistically to record only foreign 
earnings that actually arrive in 
the U. S. 

Aside from the visible effect on 


the profit-and-loss statements, the }- 


dark days, foreign-wise, of 1947-48 
now clearly appear-to have been 
a boon for a less tangible reason. 
That is that they pulled the studios 
up short on expenditures prior to 
the time the down-draft in domes- 
tic grosses was fully felt and put 
the companies in a better position 
to meet the fiscal problems that 
arose later at home. 

Currency restrictions started on 
a large scale in the summer of 
1947 with the imposition by Brit- 
ain of the 75% ad valorem tax. It 
was that, more than anything else, 
that suddenly made the majors 
cognizant of how dependent they 
were on foreign markets and, con- 
versely, how out-of-bounds they 
had let costs get as related to po- 
tential domestic income. 

Studio toppers were forced into 
a more realistic attitude that start- 


(Continued on page 13) 


JACK BRODER SUES 
FOR ‘QUEEN’ ACCTG. 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Jack Broder and Sharmark Pro- 
ductions Inc., have filed a breach 
of contract suit against Horizon 
Pictures in U. S. District Court de- 
manding an accounting on “Afri- 
can Queen.” Action brought by at- 
torney Herbert G. Baerwitz also 
lists Horizon Enterprises and 
Horizon Productions as defendants. 
Plaintiffs claim 3% of domestic 
gross and 10% of net profits are 
due under deal whereby Broder 
and Sharmark, his film investing 
company, advanced pre-production 
coin for “Queen.” Suit says there 

has been no accounting to date. 








Goldenson Raps Distrib Practices At 
UPT Meet: Ist Qtr. Net at $1,805,000 


+ 





Quick playoffs, the current sys- 
>. “s ° tem of bidding for pix and road- 
Par’s Invitation Plan shows at upped admission scales 


For Exhib Screenings | vere rapped by Leonard H. Gol- 
, j denson, prexy of United Para- 
Paramount has a plan in work to/ mount Theatres, at the annual 
hold special invitation screenings | meeting of the company’s stock- 
of four or five of its new pix in| holders yesterday (Tues.) in New 
theatres in key cities. Exhibs will) york. Comments on the playoff 
receive personal invitations from | method were made in his prepared 
branch managers for the showings, | statement to stockholders while 
which will be excluded from the | his remarks on bidding and road- 
public. ; _.. | Shows were made in answers to 
Company tried out the idea with floor queries. 
“Here Comes the Groom,” Bing! “] believe,” Goldenson declared, 
Crosby starrer, some time ago. It|“the industry is now becoming 
met with considerable success in| aware of the harmfulness of the 
bringing out theatremen who Over | rapid release system to everyone 


























$41,498,000 RKO Investment Key To 
Studio s Curtailed Production Activity 


Strong reason for the curtailed 
production activity at RKO was re- 
flected in the outfit’s annual report 
disclosing a film investment of $41,- 
498,000. That whopping figure is 
comprised of $29,054,000 in RKO’s 
own inventories and $12,444,000 in 
advances to outside producers. Cut- 
ting the inventory and building 
cash position are the aims (as of 
last Dec. 31 RKO had only $3,139,- 
000 in cash on hand and U. S. Gov- 
ernment securities; last year the 
total was $12,831,000). 

The investment of $41,498,000 at 
the start of 1952 compares with 


33,767,000 a year earlier. The new,; : 
fepentoctia consist of $10,760,000 in| took in a windfall of $3,000,000 | Warner 
released productions at cost, less | 
amortization; $6,124,000, completed | 
and unreleased product; $9,852,000, 


productions in progress and charges 


at cost and unamortized ad-pub 
charges; $1,188,000, story rights 





| off on investments in pix abroad. 


and continuities at 
amounts written off. 
RKO came up with a profit of 
$334,626 for 1951, the first time 
the outfit has been out of the red 


cost less 








the years have not been attending /|in the business. As soon as the 
the standard film showings in local| awareness becomes _ universal 
exchanges. among us, I expect to see substi- 
tute practices develop which will 
. . be beneficial to the entire indus- 
try, and which at the same time, 
Arbitration Seen will be harmonious with the Fed- 
eral antitrust laws. This will mean 
improved revenues to both produc- 
ers and exhibitors.” 
é or 0S., UPT prexy said he hoped that 
some changes would be brought 
e about in the bidding system, which 
he said led to a degree of con- 
ven aye fusion and was also a factor in the 
downbeat b.o. Goldenson noted 
In the event all interested that UPT attendance and b.o. take 
parties agree to the final draft of tha A —— of Sy rey ahead in 
plans for industry arbitration, and oo rs oe of this year over 
that’s a big order, it will be six|‘!@St year. However, he pointed 
months to a year before the sys-| out that as a result of the booking 
tem can be made operative, ac-| - a number of advanced price pix 
cording to trade lawyers. hee me first ~."s UI T's 
The timetable they have figured | )..".Ciy'S were UP: + og — 
begins with the next meeting of | tax pre ce with a nigner 
reps of the various trade organiza-| ). , e einity etowy earnings to 
tions involved, including the Mo- | P¢ Substantially below those of the 
tion Picture Assn. of America and | pte ee - cae araye ne 
the exhib outfits. That’s now set | lidated © of capital gains, con- 
for June 16 in N. Y., having been | °°” wre tianed’e of UFT for the 
postponed from May 26. The reps ontinued on page 15) 
thereupon must obtain the okays | ‘ 
from their respective associations. | la -Neb Allied Blames 
Next step will be winning the} ef ‘ . s 
approval of the Department of y) . 
Justice. This .means plenty of | 0 Gouging for Small 
time for study since the D. of J. 1) *1° ° 
endorsement will go on the | Exhib S$ Inability to Primp 
court records. The string of unani- Elma. Ia., May 20 
a elniad to tals Gemiee ik goa te Frequent inability of smalltown 
: : theatre owners to refurbish their 
the form of an amendment to the | h : Spade ould lik 
industry antitrust consent decree, | (OUS¢S 45 much as they would ike 
to can be laid squarely upon dis- 
goes to the N. Y. Federal Court. trib *- oe amgpe : 
Tribunal recesses through the | ‘“ibutors’ practices of percentage 
summer and usually finds a crowd- om A lot of _— theatres 
ed calendar upon occupying the | C0U!4 do a lot more fixing up,” says 
bench each fall. This could mean| Allied of Iowa, Nebraska & Mid- 
delays Central secretary Charlie Jones, 
Thén comes the mammoth job | “if they could buy film for 20°% 
of appointing arbiters in each key instead of getting the gouge. And 
area and all other personnel, es- | we don’t mean percentage buying. 
tablishing offices and generally We mean film rentals over the 
putting the machinery in order | Y¢*Fs period bought on flat rental 
and acquainting all exhibs across | #94 not over 20% of the gross. 
the country with its functions. Writing in the organization's cur- 
Meanwhile, one of the most in- rent bulletin, Jones points out that 
tensified efforts within the frame-| “Very time we go to a convention 
work of the entire project was|W¢ hear some guy who probably 
completed in N. Y. Monday (19) by | Dever owned a theatre in his life— 
the rules committee headed by at least a smalltown, narrow Mar- 
(Continne4 on pase 13) | gin operation—get up and tell us 
page | about fixing up our houses, put in 
new decorations, put in those new 
lamps, machines, lenses, chairs or 
carpet. Out here we're made up 
mostly of No. 1 and 1A towns—that 
means town grossing $500 per week 
or less. Sure we've got to keep 
/ clean, courteous, neat, painted-up 
and create the atmosphere. 
“We've got to have concessions, 
(Continued on page 18) 
Settle St. Louis 520G Suit 
Vs. Major Distributors 
since 1947. Considering produc- St. Louis, May 20. 
tion-distribution on a pro forma| A “substantial” sum is reported 
basis, that is, apart from the the-|}to have been paid Wayne Smith, 
atre chain which was divorced Jan. | owner of the Egyptian, ozoner near 
1, 1951, the company had a loss of | Herrin, ll, by eight of the major 
$5,800,000 in 1950, loss of $3,425,- | distributors when a $520,000 anti- 
000 in '$9, loss of $1,824,000 in '48, | trust suit was dismissed last week 
and a profit of $5,015,000 in "47. lin U. S. District Court in East St. 
However, while the upbeat for | Louis, Ill., across the Mississippi 
’51 appeared very bright on the sur- | from here. 
face, a couple of big influencing} Defendants involved in the out- 
factors were behind it. First, RKO} of-court settlement are 20th-Fox, 
Bros., Universal, Para- 
from abroad, representing foreign | mount, Republic, RKO Pictures, 
earnings which had been frozen| Loew's, Inc., and United Artists. 
and thawed out during the year,| Originally, others named as de- 
mainly from England, plus the pay-|fendanjs were Monogram, Mar- 
jlow’s Amus. Co., Murphysboro 
Also, a change in amortization of | Opera Co., Grand Opera Co., and 
(Continued on page 16) John Marlow, Herrin, Il. 
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Deals With Small, Spiegel Strengthen 
+ [JA’s Chances for 36 Pix in 1953 





New deals pacted by United Art-+ 


ists with Edward Small and Sam 
Spiegel in the past week strength- 
en possibilities that the distrib will 
have its desired 36 features for re- 
lease in 1953. In addition to Small 
and Spiegel, a flock of other film- 
makers in a recent period have 
committed themselves to delivery 
of product to UA in future months. 

Small’s contract-signing followed 
his departure from Columbia, 
where he had been operating on 
a partnership basis the last couple 
of years. Split was caused by dif- 
ferences with Col brass over his 
sale of earlier-made properties to 
television. Small will lens 13 pix 
for UA, 10 c: which are slated for 
delivery by the end of ’53. 

First, set to go before the cam- 
eras on June 2, will be “Kansas 
City 117,” John Payne-Coleen Gray 
eostarrer which Phil Karlson will 
direct from a screenplay by George 





\the wrong direction. 
| fractured leg, bruises of the hand 


Small’s Revamp 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Edward Small Productions is 
reyamping the script of “Prison- 
er’s Island” to take advantage of a 
front-page story. Rewrite will in- 
corporate a new angle based on 
the capture of Brig.-Gen. Francis 
T. Dodd’ by Communist prisoners 





Helprin Leg Fractured, 
Hit in London by- Auto 


London’s keep-to-the-left traf- 
fic proved too much last week for 
Morris Helprin, U. S. rep of Sir 
Alexander Korda. Habit got the 
best of him as he got to the centre 
of a London street and he looked 
Result: a 


and various contusions. Also a 
threatened lawsuit by the owner 
of the car which hit him to recover 
the cost of a damaged headlight. 

Despite the injuries, Helprin 
flew back to New York the follow- 
ing day to have his leg set and has 
been confined to his home since 
then. He expects to be in his of- 
fice on crutches next week. 








Bruce and Harry Essex. Production 
of the second is skedded to roll 
July 15. This will be “Return of 
the Corsican Brothers,” starring 
Louis Hayward, directed by Ray 
Nazarro and scripted by Richard 
Schayer. 

Small has set up production 
headquarters at the Samuel Gold- 
wyn studio, Hollywood, and is now 
assembling a staff under Ben 
Hersch, general manager and pro- 
duction supervisor. The producer 
reported that scripts for his entire 
13-pic program are finished or near 
completion. 

Spiegel’s New Deal 

Spiegel, whose last was “The 
African Queen” for UA, will do 
four pix under his new deal, first 
of which is set to start shooting 
in London on July 15. This has 
the working title of ‘‘Melba,” based 
on the career of Nellie Melba, the 
singer, and will be done in Tech- 
nicolor. According to Spiegel, 

(Continued on page 16) 


Krim to Huddle 
With Chaplin On 
‘Limelight’ Distrib 
Arthur B. Krim, president of 
United Artists, leaves N. Y. for 
the Coast within the next few days 
to resume talks with indie pro- 


ducers on distribution deals. 
expected Krim also. will 





lease of Chaplin's 
light,” which is now editing. 


Chaplin, who owns 25% of the 
UA outstanding stock, has yet to 
enter into an agreement covering 
his film with the company. How- 
ever, initial discussions have taken 


place and it’s held highly likely 
that a contract will soon material- 


e. : 

There have been no hints on 
possible terms, except that “fa- 
vored nation” deals are against the 
policy of UA’s management., In 
the past, Chaplin and Mary Pick- 
ford, also a 25% owner, had the 
privilege of releasing pix through 
UA at terms giving the distrib 
25° of the gross rentals up to 
$800.000 and 10% on income above 
that figure. 


Shortly after he became prez 
last year, Krim announced that 
such deals, which obviously are 


highly favorable to the producer, 
would not be entered in the fu- 
ture. He feels that stiffer terms 
are necessary for the distrib to 
Operate profitably. 





G. Templeton Heading To 


Germany on Govt. Pic Job 
Hollywood, May 29. 

George Templeton has left for 

Washington enroute to Germany 


to head the motion picture division | answer which he regarded as un- | 


of the State Department there. He 
had come back here, following his 
appointment last 


It’s 
see 
Charles Chaplin regarding the re- 
“The Lime- 


City Investing Has 
5006-Prod. Stake 


In 3 Korda Films 


Investment of more than $500,- 
| 000 has been made by the City In- 
| vesting Co., N. Y., in three pix be- 
jing produced by Sir Alexander 
|Hforda in England. CI has a heavy 
financial stake in the Lopert Film 
Distributing Corp., which has re- 
heneing rights to the pix in the 
U. S. 





Robert W. Dowling, prez of CI 
and chairman of the board. of Lo- 
pert, concluded the new deal with 
Korda prior to returning to New 
¥ork from London last week. Par- 
ticipating in the negotiations were 
Ilya Lopert, prexy of the distribu- 
tion outfit, and Morris Helprin, 
U. S. rep for Korda. They returned 
with Dowling. 

Pix in which Dowling bought a 
stake are “Gilbert & Sullivan,” 
which went before the cameras 
April 15; “The Sound Barrier,” 
which is completed, and the next 
Carol Reed film, which has not 
a started and is untitled as 
yet. 

Deal differs basically from CI’s 
previous arrangement with Korda. 
A couple of years ago, CI, through 
the Lopert outfit, made an advance 
of $1,080,000, against a percentage, 
to Korda for distribution rights to 
13 films. They included 10 com- 
pleted pix for $280,000 cash down, 
plus $400,000 on delivery of “Tales 
of Hoffmann,” and $200,000 each 
on delivery of “Cry, the Beloved 
Country” and “Outcast of the Is- 
lands.” 

That was purely a distribution 
arrangement, with Lopert getting a 

(Continued on page 13) 


Brit. Govt. Refuses To 
Halt Sale of Denham; 
No Quota Threat Seen 


London, May 20. 

The Government tonight (Tues.) 
declined to intervene in the sale of 
the Denham and Isleworth studios, 
| refusing to accept the assumption 
of Labor members of Parliament 
; that the studios’ retention would 
increase production, save dollars 
'and strengthen the British hands in 
| forthcoming Anglo-American nego- 
| tiations. Questions raised in the 
| House of Commons last week by 
|T. A. Swingler yielded a written 











| Satisfactory. 


| In his question last week, 


month, talking | Swingler implied that the reported | 


on Koje Island. 

Michel Kraike, producer, is 
sending an assistant to Washing- 
ton for stock footage and details 
of the capture. 


New’k Seeks New 
Law as Latuko 
Wins Court Okay 


Newark, May 20. 

Miffed at a restraining order 
'which permits the showing in New- 
ark of the controversial African 
documentary film, “Latuko,” Pub- 
lic Safety Director John B. Keenan 
said today (Tues.) that he will press 
for legislation which would give 
authorities the right to say that 
certain films can be shown only 
for non-profit and in places not 
regularly used for general enter- 
tainment. 

New York State has such a safe- 
guard, Keenan pointed out. He 
declared that the restraining order 
had handcuffed the police “in the 
performance of their sworn duty.” 
Keenan expressed fear that the 
court decision would encourage 2 
traffic of obscene films displayed 
at “smokers” of an undesirable 
type. 

Temporary injunction restrain- 
jing the city from _ interfering 
with the showing of the film 
was issued here yesterday (Mon.) 
by the Chancery Division of Su- 
perior Court. As a result of the 
ruling, handed down by Superior 
Court Judge Freund, the Newsreel 
Theatre here resumed presenta- 
tion of the film immediately fol- 
lowing the judge’s decision. 

Newark police, who had con- 
| fiscated a print of the film and ar- 


(Continued on page 13) 


20th-Fox Off to the Races 
With New Kind of 1st-Run: 
Kangaroo Gets Headstart 


20th-Fox got a lot of publicity 
mileage out of the ‘“‘escape’”’ (the 
company’s press agents will swear 
it was strictly accidental) of Zip, a 
five-foot kangaroo that it was im- 
porting from California to New 
York for the opening at the Roxy 
of a film named (of all things) 
“Kangaroo.” The Houdini of Mar- 
supials made its getaway while 
being transported from LaGuardia 
Airport and was reported cavort- 
ing between the Whitney and 
|Grace estates near Roslyn, L. I. 

New York papers, aside from the 
World-Telegram, shied away, but 
the Long Island papers went for 
the yarn hook, line and kangaroo. 
Last heard from, they and L.I. po- 
lice—possibly with a little help 
from Stirling Silliphant’s press de- 
partment at 20th—were organizing 
|< helicopter search and a kangaroo 
posse. 

Long Island Star-Journal head- 
lined the story: “Zip Zigs As Po- 
_ Zag; It’s a Kangaroo, Not a 

ag.” 


100 Industry Leaders 
Enter Pic Golf Tourney 


Almost 100 industry leaders have 
entered the film industry golf 
tournament being sponsored by 
New York’s Cinema Lodge of 
B'nai B'rith at the Vernon Hills 
Country Club, Tuckahoe, N. Y., to- 
|; morrow (Thurs.). 

Those scheduled to participate 























with writers. directors and other sale of Denham to Electrical and | are Spyros Skouras, Si Fabian, Abe 
creative talent about joining him} Musical Industries, which would , Schneider, Harry Bratidt, George 


abroad. 
than willing to go.” 
Templeton will make no deci- 


sions until he reaches his head- | 


quarters in Bonn and surveys the 
situation. He'll probably recruit 
technicians there. Most of actual 

roduction will be around Munich, 

erlin and Frankfurt. Although 
he'll be gone two years, Templeton 
will maintain his indie company, 
Templeton Productions, under su- 
pervision of Dan Packer, who'll en- 
gage in both theatrical and tele- 
vision production, 


purposes, might hamper the pro- 
|duction of an adequate supply of 
product to fulfill the 30% quota. 

Reply for the government by 
Henry Strauss, parliamentary sec- 
retary of the Board of Trade, 
agreed that there would be official 
concern if lack of studio space 
made the quota impossible to ful- 
fill but he did not consider that 
such a situation had arisen. Nor 
|did he feel that it would arise if 
\the Denham lot was no longer 
available for filming. 





He found many “more |use the plant for non-film making | Skouras, William Brandt, William 


| White, Burton ‘Robbins, Leo Jaffe, 
| Martin Moscowitz, Abe Dickstein, 
| Edward L, Fabian, Max A. Cohen, 
| Harold Rinzler, Solomon and Mor- 
ris Strausberg, Morrie Goldstein, 
Robert Sherman, Paul Lazarus, Jr., 
Al Rylander, Howard LeSieur, 
Mortimer Wormser, George Horn- 
stein and Len Gruenberg. 

Participation is open to all mem- 
bers of the film and allied indus- 
tries. Alfred W. Schwalberg is 
chairman and Harold Rinzler is co- 
chairman, 








FCC Hears 20th’s GPE Used the War 
As Excuse to Delay Scophony Video 





F-WC Circuit Pitches 


Pix Via Television 


Los Angeles, May 20. 

First major western circuit to go 
in heavily for television sponsor- 
ship is Fox-West Coast, which takes 
the plunge Thursday (22) on “Un- 
cle Archie’s Komedy Klub” over 
KNBH. Deal calls for 13-week op- 
tion segments spreading over one 
year. Pitch is aimed at selling kids 
on the idea of going to film houses. 

Idea is to plug three films each 
week with mention of F-WC thea- 
tres where they are showing. First 
films to be plugged are “Kan- 
garoo,” “Ivory Hunter” and “Belles 
On Their Toes.” 


Sugar Ray-Maxim 
In Exclusive Deal 
For Theatre Tele 


Theatre Network Television this 
week signed for exclusive video 
rights to the upcoming Sugar Ray 
Robinson-Joey Maxim lightheavy- 
weight title fight, thereby opening 
up the programming void which 
has confronted big-screen TV since 
last summer. While details of the 
deal were not revealed, it’s be- 
lieved the International Boxing 
Club, which is promoting the. bout, 
will receive a percentage of the 
gate in each theatre carrying the 
event, as with previous bouts lined 
up by TNT. 

Indicating how theatre TV has 
matured during the last year, it’s 
anticipated that .both  filmery 
grosses and their payment for 
rights will surpass a_ six-figure 
mark for the first time. 

Fight. is to be staged June 23 
at Yankee Stadium, N. Y. TNT 
prexy Nathan L. Halpern predicted 
that some 40 or 50 theatres would 
be linked together for the event 
and said that an even greater num- 
ber may tie in if the telephone 
company is able to clear additional 
facilities. It’s considered doubtful 
that the fight will reach any the- 
atres on the Coast, since there is 
only one TV relay line west of 


(Continued on page 55) 


SWG Names MacDougall 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Ranold MacDougall has been: 
named to Screen Writers Guild 
exec board, replacing Sloan Nib- 
ley. Latter ankled because he is 
now in a supervisory position as 
story editor of Revue Productions. 
The SWG membership meeting 
Wednesday night (21) will include 
report on Guild hassle with RKO 
over the Paul Jarrico screen- 
credit on “Las Vegas Story.” 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Julie Bennett 
Charles Boyer 
Olivia de Havilland 
John Farrow 











Lester Gottlieb “ 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Alexander S. Ince 
Leo McCarey 

Les Thomas 


N. Y. to Europe 
Larry Adler 
Earl Blackwell 
John Byram 
Marian Byram 
Joan Caulfield 
Saul Goodman 
Charles Laughton 
Herb Leder 
Cele McLaughlin 
Leonide Moguy 
Maynard Morris 
Stephen Pallos 
Gregory Peck 
Leonard Pennario 
Benno Rabinof 
Sylvia Rabinof 
Tino Rossi 
Sidney Sheldon 


Europe to N. Y. 
Glenn Ford 
Burl Ives 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Jonas Rosenfield 
John Shubert 
Jerome Whyte 





Washington, May 2 
Testimony designed to show thet 
General Precision Equipme 


n 
(20th-Fox subsid) used the ae 
an excuse to hold back TV develop. 
ments by Scophony Corp. was given 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission yesterday (Mon.) at re. 
sumption of hearings on Paramount 
antitrust issues. GPE and Par 
jointly held 50% interest jn Sco- 
phony, which they were required to 
divest in 1949 by the consent de. 


cree. 
Commission counsel Max P 


aglin 
produced a memorandum in March 
1944, in which Arthur Levey, prexy 


of Skiatron Electronics & Televi. 
sion Corp., which has acquired Sco. 
pnony patents, informed Par Vee. 
pee Paul Raibourn that he could 
not accept explanations by GPE of 
its inability to develop Scophony 
TV sets “when other companies far 
more heavily committed to the war 
effort have been making progress 
in this regard.” 

Levey told Raibourn: “I have for 
some time had a growing convic. 
tion that the objects for which GPE 
became associated with Scophony 
have become increasingly obscure.” 

Memo was based on a letter to 
Levey from Earle G. Hines, prexy 
of GPE, saying that war shortages 
of material and personne) prevent: 
(Continued on page 13) 


Pictures 3x4 Feet For 
The Home Revealed By 
Skiatron at FCC Probe 


Washington, May 20. 

Skiatron is currently working on 
a pilot model of its Supersonic 
projection receiver permitting TV 
programs to be shown at home in 
pictures three-by-four feet, Arthur 
Levey testified. At hearings on 
par anti-trust issues. Skiatron in- 
herited patents held by Scophony, 
in which Par and General Preci- 
sion owned.a 50° interest until 
1949. Commission has been hear- 
ing evidence that Par and GPE 
suppressed development of the 
Supersonic receiver. 


The Skiatron receiver, or “pro 
jector” as Levey prefers to call it, 
is about the same size as a l6m 
home movie projector and operates 
in a similar manner, throwing & 
TV picture on a wall, screen or 
treated window shade. The projec- 
tor ‘contains the usual knobs for 
tuning in stations. 

Levey told Varrety following the 
hearing that Skiatron plans to 

(Continued on page 13) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Larry Adler 
Dana Andrews 
Val Arms 
Ted Ashley 
* Lauren -Bacall 
Humphrey Bogart 
Vanessa Brown 
George D. Burrows 
Macdonald Carey 
Richard Carlyle 
Carleton Carpenter 
Janis Carter 
Sidney’ Chaplin 
Richard Conte 
Stanley Donen 
Roger Edens 
Eddie Elkort 
Nanette Fabray 
Ed Gardner 
Paul Gross 
Henry Hathaway 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Dr. Herbert Kalmus 
Otto Lang 
Sammy Lewis 
Frederick Loewe 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Daniel Mann 
John Nasht 
Donald O’Connor 
Mike O’Shea 
Harriet Parsons 
Gregory Peck 
Jan*“Peerce 
Frank Pitman 
Vera Ralston 
Debbie Reynolds 
William Saal 
Sidney Sheldon 
Jack Smith 
Lou Smith 
Walter Starcke 
Kay Starr 
Abe Steinberg 
Harry Steinman 
Don Weis 
William Wilder 
Herbert J. Yates 


* 
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FOREIGN FREEZ 


"2th Demonstrates Kidophor 


qTwentieth-Fox demonstrated its Eidophor theatre color television 
system at its annual stockholders’ meeting in the I, Y. homeoffice 
yesterday (Tues.) with images relayed via cable: from the Fox 
Movietone studios two blocks away and thrown on the regular 
gcreen in the h.o. projection room. 

prexy Spyros P. Skouras was jubilant on the occasion but asked 
reporters on the scene to refrain from press appraisals since the 
showing was in ‘the nature of an experiment. 

Performers now appearing at the Roxy, garbed in multi-colored 
costumes, moved about in song-and-dance routines for the TV 
camera. Special Eidophor projector, slightly larger than the 
standard machine, was placed in the booth alongside other appara- 
tus neatly fiitted into a box-like casing measuring about six feet 


high and some inches short of the 
bia Broadcasting System’s color sy 


length of the projector. Colum- 
stem with. the revolving disk was 


used although the system could be adapted to the employment of 
all elctronic, or non-mechanical, tinting. 











Pay, Personnel Cuts Due at 20th-Fox 
But Skouras Sees Upbeat from TV 


Spyros P. Skouras, president of + 
20th-Fox, told the cerporation’s 
annual meeting of stockholders in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) that the 
future holds promise of healthy 
economics, but for the present, ad- 
ditional lopping of expenses is im- 
perative. This, he said, will be in 
the form of personnel eliminations 
and salary cutting. “Particularly 
let me emphasize,” the prez &4dded, 
“executive salaries will have to 
be reduced, and plans are under 
way which will be in effect during 
the current year.” 

Twentieth reported yesterday 
that the net for the first quarter 
of the current year skidded to $34,- 
000, equal to le per share on the 
common stock. Earnings for the 
same period in 1951 amounted to 
$874,776. equal to 27c per share 
after payments were made on the 
preferred stock issue, which since 
has been retired. 

Skouras told the meeting that 
encouraging advances have been 
made since the first quarter, which 
ended March 29. He related that 
foreign rentals for all of the cur- 
rent year so far are running 497 
above the 1951 level, that domes- 
tic rentals for the first seven 
weeks of the second quarter 
reached $7,979,864, against $7,339,- 
792 during the same period last 
year. Domestic theatre attendance 
is off about 6% from last year. 

Skouras’ Assurance 

In contrast to the poor results 
in the first quarter, Skouras as- 
sured the investors of a handsome 
upbeat in the second stanza, to the 


(Continued on page 15) 


(. P. Skouras as NT Prez 
Could Snare 5006 Yrly. 
On Salary-Plus % Deal 


Charles P. Skouras is set as 
president of National Theatres at 
a stipulated salary plus a profits 
Participation which could give him 
up to $500,000 per year. Circuit, 
how a subsid ef 20th-Fox, becomes 
an independent operation upon di- 
Vorcement this year. 

In _answer to a stockholder’s 
question, Otte Koegel, 20th’s gen- 
eral counsel, told the outfit’s an- 
nual meeting in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tues.) that the National prexy will 
receive about half the salary given 
Spyros P. Skouras as prez of 20th. 
Latter drew $246,000 in salary in 
1951. He added that Charles 
Skouras could conceivably draw a 
half million dollag& under the par- 
ticipation arrangement but the for- 
aaa demands that National would 

ave to net over $7,500,000 for him 
to do it. Stockholders should be 
very happy” if this is accom- 
Plished, said Koegel. 


Aubrey Schenck Rounds 


Up Coin for Three Pix 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Aubrey Schenck rounded up 
pancial backing for three produc- 
ons and established quarters at 


Motion Picture Centre for his new 


die company, 
e, ictures, to be made within a 
ar, are “The Warrior,” a tinter; 


I've Got Mine” and “Shield for 
urder,” 











—— 





20th’s Economy Order 


Hollywood, May 20. 
20th-Fox department heads 
have been asked to survey their 
operations and report on what 
economies, financial and pers 
sonnel, can be effected. 

Col. Jason Joy, director of 
public relations and personnel, 
is leaving the company, it was 
reported. He has been associ- 
ated with Fox Films and later 
20th-Fox since 1932. Two 
weeks ago, George Wasson re- 
signed as head of the studio 
legal department. 


Up to 6-Mo. Delay 
Seen by Skouras 


On Divorcement 


Twentieth-Fox may postpone di- 
vorcement of domestic theatres for 
another 90 days or six months be- 
yond the present deadline of June 
28, stockholders were told by prez 
Spyros P. Skouras at the com- 
pany’s annual meeting in N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tues.). He said he had 
been so advised by general coun- 
sel Otto .Koegel and refrained 
from offering any details. 

Such a delay would require De- 
partment of Justice approval and, 
if that were not given, a court row 
with the Department could be ex- 
pected. 

New film company will take over 
all assets excepting domestic thea- 
tres. Outfit already has absorbed 
Hoyts Theatres, Australia, Skouras 
said. On the foreign production 
front, the prez related that costs 
are so high that lensing activity 
outside the U. S. will be cut. 

In other corporate reshuffling of 
assets preliminary to divorcement, 
Skouras reported, National Thea- 
tres has already paid its dividend 
of $12,500,000 to the parent com- 
pany, and the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., 
a separate subsid heretofore, al- 
ready has been shifted to National, 

In underlining the strong finan- 


(Continued on page 16) 


Martin-Lewis Reach 
7-Year Wallis Pact 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
signed a new seven-year contract 
with Hal Wallis calling for one film 
annually on a straight salary basis 
effective Jan. 1. Old pact, inked 
in 1948, was to have expired De- 
cember 31, 1954. 

Comics can do a specified but 
undisclosed number of outside pix. 
Meanwhile, they start rehearsing 
“Scared Stiff” under the original 
contract. Scheduled to start weeks 
ago, they didn’t show up after re- 
jecting script. It now goes before 
the cameras next week with 
George Marshall directing from 
Herbert Baker's script. sic 
by Mack David and Jerry Living- 
stone. 











Music is’ 
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BELATED INCOME 
Aa TERRIF AYP 


Currency freeze instituted by 
many nations, starting in \1947, is 
now being viewed by film execs 
as the cloud with the silver lining. 
Belated income now arriving in 
the U. S. as a result of the thawing 
of some of the deep-freeze money 
is providing a much-needed hypo 
to current profits. 

Prime example is RKO, as evi- 
denced by its annual report for 
1951, issued last week. It was able 
to show black ink to the tune of 
more than $334,000 due to the fact 
that $3,000,000 of previously 
blocked currency poured into the 
treasury during the 12-month pe- 
riod. 

While examples aren't so dra- 
matic at other companies, all of 
them have found a welcome surge 
to foreign incéme in belated thaw- 
ing of coin that was in deep freeze. 
This money shows up pleasantly in 
reports now because all of the ma- 
jors in the past three or four years 
have revised bookkeeping systems 
realistically to record only foreign 
earnings that actually arrive in 
the U. S. 

Aside from the visible effect on 





the profit-and-loss statements, the }- 


dark days, foreign-wise, of 1947-48 
now clearly appear. to have been 
a boon for a less tangible reason. 
That is that they pulled the studios 
up short on expenditures prior to 
the time the down-draft in domes- 
tic grosses was fully felt and put 
the companies in a better position 
to meet the fiscal problems that 
arose later at home. 

Currency restrictions started on 
a large scale in the summer of 
1947 with the imposition by Brit- 
ain of the 75% ad valorem tax. It 
was that, more than anything else, 
that suddenly made the majors 
cognizant of how dependent they 
were on foreign markets and, con- 
versely, how out-of-bounds they 
had let costs get as related to po- 
tential domestic income. 

Studio toppers were forced into 
a more realistic attitude that start- 


(Continued on page 13) 


JACK BRODER SUES 
FOR ‘QUEEN’ ACCTG. 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Jack Broder and Sharmark Pro- 
ductions Inc., have filed a breach 
of contract suit against Horizon 
Pictures in U. S. District Court de- 
manding an accounting on “Afri- 
can Queen.” Action brought by at- 
torney Herbert G. Baerwitz also 
lists Horizon Enterprises and 
Horizon Productions as defendants. 
Plaintiffs claim 3° of domestic 
gross and 10% of net profits are 
due under deal whereby Broder 
and Sharmark, his film investing 
company, advanced pre-production 
coin for “Queen.” Suit says there 

has been no accounting to date. 





Goldenson Raps Distrib Practices At 
UPT Meet: Ist Qtr. Net at $1,805,000 


* Quick playoffs, the current sys- 
>. - ° tem of bidding for pix and road- 
Par’s Invitation Plan |shows at upped admission scales 


For Exhib Screenings] were, rpved by Leonard H. Gol 

Paramount has a plan in work to| mount | Theatres, at the annual 
hold special invitation screenings | meeting of the company’s stock- 
of four or five of its new pix in | holders yesterday (Tues.) in New 
theatres in key cities. Exhibs will) york. Comments on the playoff 








H COIN 





receive personal invitations from | 
branch managers for the showings, 
which will be excluded from the | 
public. 

Company tried out the idea with | 
“Here Comes the Groom,” Bing | 
Crosby starrer, some time ago. It| 
met with considerable success in| 
bringing out theatremen who over | 
the years have not been attending | 
the standard film showings in local 
exchanges. 


Arbitration Seen 
Stalled for 6 Mos., 
Even if Okayed 


In the event all interested 
parties agree to the final draft of 
plans for industry arbitration, and 
that’s a big order, it will be six 
months to a year before the sys-| 
tem can be made operative, ac- | 
cording to trade lawyers. 

The timetable they have figured | 
begins with the next meeting of | 
reps of the various trade organiza- | 
tions involved, including the Mo-| 
tion Picture Assn. of America and | 
the exhib outfits. That’s now set | 
for June 16 in N. Y., having been | 
postponed from May 26. The reps 
thereupon must obtain the okays 
from their respective associations. | 

Next step will be winning the | 
approval of the Department of 
Justice. This means plenty of | 
time for study since the D. of J. | 
endorsement will go on _ the 
court records. The string of unani- 
mous affirmative votes assumedly 
achieved to this point, the plan, in 
the form of an amendment to the 
industry antitrust consent decree, 
goes to the N. Y. Federal Court. 
Tribunal recesses through the 
summer and usually finds a crowd- 
ed calendar upon occupying the 
bench each fall. This could mean 
delays. 

Then comes the mammoth job 
of appointing arbiters in each key 
area and all other personnel, es- 
tablishing offices and generally 
putting the machinery in order 
and acquainting all exhibs across 
the country with its functions. 

Meanwhile, one of the most in- 
tensified efforts within the frame- 
work of the entire project was 
completed in N. Y. Monday (19) by | 
the rules committee headed by 


(Continued on page 13) 

















$41,498,000 RKO Investment Key To 
Studio's Curtailed Production Activity 


Strong reason for the curtailed 
production activity at RKO was re- 
flected in the outfit’s annual report 
disclosing a film investment of $41,- 
498,000. That whopping figure is 
comprised of $29,054,000 in RKO’s 
own inventories and $12,444,000 in 
advances to outside producers. Cut- 
ting the inventory and building 
cash position are the aims (as of 
last Dec. 31 RKO had only $3,139,- 
000 in cash on hand and U. S. Gov- 
ernment securities; last year the 
total was $12,831,000). 

The investment of $41,498,000 at 
the start of 1952 compares with 
$33,767,000 a year earlier. The new, 
inventories consist of $10,760,000 in 
released productions at cost, less 





| 


j 
| 


amortization; $6,124,000, completed | 


and unreleased product; $9,852,000, 
productions in progress and charges 
to future pix; $1,130,000, supplies 
at cost and unamortized ad-pub 
charges; $1,188,000, story rights 


| 
j 


i 


and continuities at cost less 
amounts written off. 

RKO came up with a profit of 
$334,626 for 1951, the first time 
the outfit has been out of the red 
since 1947. Considering produc- 
tion-distribution on a pro forma 
basis, that is, apart from the the- 
atre chain which was divorced Jan. 
1, 1951, the company had a loss of 
$5,800,000 in 1950, loss of $3,425,- 
000 in ’49, loss of $1,824,000 in 48, 
and a profit of $5,015,000 in ’47. 

However, while the upbeat for 
51 appeared very bright on the sur- 
face, a couple of big influencing 
factors were behind it. First, RKO 
took in a windfall of $3,000,000 
from abroad, representing foreign 
earnings which had been frozen 
and thawed out during the year, | 
mainly from England, plus the pay- 
off on investments in pix abroad. 

Also, a change in amortization of 


(Continued on page 16) 





method were made in his prepared 
statement to stockholders while 
his remarks on bidding and road- 
shows were made in answers to 
floor queries. 

“I believe,” Goldenson declared, 
“the industry is now becoming 
aware of the harmfulness of the 
rapid release system to everyone 
in the business. As soon as the 
awareness becomes universal 
among us, I expect to see substi- 
tute practices develop which will 
be beneficial to the entire indus- 
try, and which at the same time, 
will be harmonious with the Fed- 
eral antitrust laws. This will mean 
improved revenues to both produc- 
ers and exhibitors.” 

UPT prexy said he hoped that 
some changes would be brought 
about in the bidding system, which 
he said led to a degree of con- 
fusion and was also a factor in the 
downbeat b.o. Goldenson noted 
that UPT attendance and b.o. take 
ran a couple of percent ahead in 
the first quarter of this year over 
last year. However, he pointed 
out that as 4 result of the booking 
of a number of advanced price pix 
during the first quarter, UPT’s 
film costs were up. “This factor,” 
he said, “coupled with a higher 
tax rate, caused our earnings to 
be substantially below those of the 
first quay of last year.” 

Fxclusive of capital gains, con- 
solidated earnings of UPT for the 

(Continued on page 15) 


la.-Neb. Allied Blames 
%, ‘Gouging’ for Small 
Exhib’s Inability to Primp 


Elma, Ia., May 20. 

Frequent inability of smalltown 
theatre owners to refurbish their 
houses as much as they would like 
to can be laid squarely upon dis- 
tributors’ practices of percentage 
selling. “A lot of small theatres 
could do a lot more fixing up,” says 
Allied of Iowa, Nebraska & Mid- 
Central secretary Charlie Jones, 
“if they could buy film for 20% 
instead of getting the gouge. And 
we don’t mean percentage buying. 
We mean film rentals over the 
years period bought on flat rental 
and not over 20% of the gross. 

Writing in the organization's cur- 
rent bulletin, Jones points out that 
“every time we go to a convention 
we hear some guy who probably 
never owned a theatre in his life— 





| at least a smalltown, narrow mar- 


gin operation—get up and tell us 
about fixing up our houses, put in 
new decorations, put in those new 
lamps, machines, lenses, chairs or 
carpet. Out here we’re made up 
mostly of No. 1 and 1A towns—that 
means town grossing $500 per week 
or less. Sure we've got to keep 


| clean, courteous, neat, painted-up 
| and create the atmosphere. 


“We've got to have concessions, 
(Continued on page 18) 





Settle St. Louis 520G Suit 


Vs. Major Distributors 


St. Louis, May 20. 

A “substantial” sum is reported 
to have been paid Wayne Smith, 
owner of the Egyptian, ozoner near 
Herrin, Ill, by eight of the major 
distributors when a $520,000 anti- 
trust suit was dismissed last week 
in U. S. District Court in East St. 
Louis, Ill., across the Mississippi 
from here. 

Defendants involved in the out- 
of-court settlement are 20th-Fox, 
Warner Bros., Universal, Para- 
mount, Republic, RKO Pictures, 


| Loew's, Inc., and United Artists. 


Originally, others named as de- 
fendanjs were Monogram, Mar- 
low’s Amus. Co., Murphysboro 
Opera Co., Grand Opera Co., and 
John Marlow, Herrin, Il. 
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6 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, May 21, 1952 
Kangaree ineptly produced and confusingly High: Treason wee Say pea skewering and mayhem. The death 
(COLOR) written, Be “High Treason,” British im- Relies terror as her fare fy ugBpoint of 
ind okay outdoor feature soltiae a tn Bethe pth rt = 534. ome ba ' Okay outdoor ram actioner | * ha A scarf, and sed and 
o r , x . Theatre, — to 
Fay ee localed and filmed |in’ Art Cohn’s. mixed-up screen N.Y. yesterday (Tues), was | dealing with horses, the | Srangied to oS tke the crazed 


ralia. Average returns. (story. Their work, that of the 

7 oe : othas cast merapers, x. Reoul 

Hollywood, May 20. Walsh’s direction are able to ma . 

20th-Fox release a Robert Bassler pro- | Much of the confusion —_ Se 

duction. Stars Maureen O’Hara, Peter | tures the writing and Nicholas Nay- 
Lawford; features Finlay Currie, Richard | fack’s production conception. 


r i Rafferty, Letty Craydon, “ x 
Charles “Tngwell. Directed by Vewis It’s a yarn about a prizefighter 


Milestone. Screenplay, | Harry Kiswcra|and other characters who hang out 
artin r ; " . 

sreahnlesion).” Charles G. Clarke: editor.|in a New Orleans side — 

Nick De Maggio; music. Sol Kaplan. Pre-| known as Glory Alley. Story ine 


viewed May 14, ‘52. Running time, $4) ,,,arently deals with the alley’s 








MINS. ; 

; ‘ tuav, |reaction to Meeker when he breaks 
Richard Conner ancora Spates "Lawtord ‘and runs from the ring seconds be- 
Michael McGuire......-+> Finlay Currie | fore he is to start a fight for the 
GOMES: shams og roceeee os Richard | Frerty (middleweight championship. His 
Kath Sen ee Eepiaeeses.t. Letty Craydon | reasons have something to do with 
Matt... .cecsecsccecseess Charles Tiagwell | an old head sear, but the alley’s 
‘Dake. are pivlincns ed sete _~ > Fegan | denizens figure he’s a coward and 
Pleader......»--+s+s+++:++-Guy Doleman|treat him as such, particularly 
Ship’s Officer....++««++++: picant stem |Kurt Kasznar, blind hanger-on in 
yr OR Stockman .)22)). Clyde Combe | the saloon-training gym run by Gil- 
Black Tracker........--- Henry Murdoch | pert Roland. 





| Since Kasznar is the father of 
Australia’s wide-open te met | Miss Coven, this attitude — 
unlike the states’ own west, e | help Meeker’s romance, so e en- 
the Technicolor treatment in| jists in the Army to fight in Korea 
a Ghaah keckatound toc the Fenalt \ct taser ie’ peore ies oe covera 
of what is a standard western fea-| Back home again, Meeker coasts 
ture plot that is not particulariy | ajong on hero worship for awhile 
distingu:shed in the writing OF) until it wears thin, then finances an 
presentation. However, the Down | operation for Kasznar that turns 
bite scenery, —— we erses of | Out unsuccessful, = a og win 
tle-drive action an nr ‘him over. Story then falls com- 
Australian fauna are points that | pletely to pieces, revealing that 
pi > uae Fi. yore tin } smn | Meeker’s walnene on a eeemising 
an eip it rate av SS€S-/ ring career is because he doésn’ 
Maureen O'Hara, as a redhaired| want people to see the huge scar 
daughter of the Australian bush, | on his head. He conquers this com- 
does a | —_ FT ine though, noes, ~ to P coger 
femme “lead. Peter Law -|champ, winnin e friendship o 
trays an English adventurer paired | Glory Alley and the gal. 
with unscrupulous Richard Boone; weeker does what he can. with 
n> rong or Hn Pinins Canin’ Bane |the loosely-shaped character. Miss 
porting this top foursome .“~ | pa 2g Me fae the a 
tralian performers as , ¥ 
Rafferty Letty Craydon, Charles | the role. Me oo eee nd 
Tingwell and others. Within the |!" Some “. pa Str — : = S, 
limits of the s__ipt’s potential they | pe ta a ‘ rm she a | 
all are satisfactory. j Sump Haver 10 we Work on . 


, ; ; ? | Louis Blues,” as well as vocalling 
Lewis Milestene’s direction of it with an assist from Jack Tea- 
the Robert Bassler production e€x-| garden. She also sings and dances 
hibits a strong action hand in the |g French tune. Louis “Satchmo” 
cattle drive sequences, but he's | Armstrong figures in for a role as 
not able to endow the Harry 


: * |Kasznar’s helper, and sings and 
Kleiner screenplay, from a story 


blows the title number and “That’s 
by Martin Berkeley, with any par-| what the Man Said.” 


ticular dramatic merit. Some oi : 
the plot and character motivations | Kasznar, Roland, John McIntire, 
are obscure, and the cogeulty is; Who narrates the story, Dan Sey- 
jerky. Camera work of Charles G.|™our and the others provide as 
Clarke is worthwhile, adding some | much help as possible. William 
salable values in depicting the Daniels camera work and the 
exploitable assets. other technical credits are accept- 


Lawford and Boone take it on  abie. Brog. 
the lam to the Australian bush! 
after an abortive attempt to hold | 
up a Sydney gambling spot. They | 
trick Currie, aging owner of a) 
drought - stricken cattle station | 
(ranch), into thinking gp may 
be his long-lost son and convince | Cibiiene . F 

; ’ . A Sc 
Miss O’Hara they want to help her | ,,oduction. ‘Stare Gene enna pehootes 
father save his cattle. The a | by George Archainbaud. Screenplay. ee 
turers go along on a drive to bring ery ~ ote. Villiam Bradford; 
in the saitie rem the tush to oe | visor. ‘Paul Mertz. “Tradeshown. in N.Y. 
ranch waterhole, an ese se-/ Mzy 16, ’52. Running time, 62 MINS. 
quences, when plot doesn’t gct| Gene Autry..............45. Gene Autry 
in the way, are colorful and inter-| P#t Buttram...., ones os Pat Buttram 


Carolina Cotton......... i Cc 
esting. A stampede, a bush fire and | pave GE: . nkinetadtin “io Lanier 





Apache Country 





Mild Gene Autry starrer; okay 
in twin setups. 





a devastating dust storm provide | — y ~~ eae guaty Soot 
? .| Walter fburn....._.... Sydney Mason 

dangerous excitement to the. foot | Comm, Latham...... rancis X. Bushman 
age and helps hold the picture} Cuxe Thorn.....: PPR RI Gregg Barton 
together. Naturally Lawford falls | Patches....... seeeeeeesss.. Tom London 
in love with Miss O’Hara, under- | ray eoee cece eee soce EER Foulger 
d t film’s end.|! -teeeecevecseceese:.- Frank Matts 

goes a change and, a ,| Tom Ringo....... +eeees.Mickey Simpson 


it’s established le will get off | 
an with the law and wed the | This is one of Gene. Autry’s 
There ane @ owls. senti- | Weaker pix. He sings less, fights 
mental songs sung by Currie dur- less, rides less—and less occurs 
ing a drunken spree and a rain|than in his other films. Film has 
dance by a group of Australian| too many closeups and too many 
aborigines to make up ~y og mu- | side issues, 
sical touches. Period of the story; plot has white conspirators su 
is 1900-1903, and location work plying redskins with ae. aiblabees 
was done near Port Augusta around | and keeping them raiding inno- 
the Flinders Range and the Spen- cent settlers. Indian raids are a 
cer Gulf. Brog. (coverup for far-flung bandit activi- 
ties. Of course, the U. S. Govern- 
,ment sends Autry with his horse, 
| Champion, to round up the gang 
while working undercover. How- 
; ever, his identity is tipped at the 
outset by an agent for the gang 
jin Washington, and the vehicle 
only becomes a contest to see which 
gunman will write finis to Autry’s 
Hollywood, May 16. | career. 
M-G-M release of Nicholas Nayfack pro-| Autry a looks bored with the 
duction. Stars Ralph Meeker, Leslie Ca- whole thing. He still sings in top 
fora, tous’ Aunotane peered ‘wy | Western style, with “Melt Your 
Raoul Walsh. Story and screenplay, Ar. |Cold, Cold Heart” his best effort. 
Sses Rageierei macteal direction: Georsis | carolina  Cottoa, a8 8 medicine 
Stoll: ekpresavenhe Charles O’Curr: n. show balladist and sharpshooter, 
Previewed May 14, ‘52. Running time, 7a fits the gal role nicely. But Mary 
MINS. Scott as the villainess, acts as 





Glory Alley 
(SONGS) 





Poorly done drama of prize- 
fighter with New  Orieans 
background; for lowercasers. 








reviewed from London _ by 
Variety in the issue of Nov. 
21, 1951. “Devoid of name val- 
nes,” Myro wrote, “picture is 
a natural for special exploita- 
tion on its strong sabotage 
angle.” : 

Script outlines a ruthless 
subversive machine at work in 
a variety of undercover activi- 
ties. “In convincing style,” the 
reviewer opined, ‘the sabo- 
teurs are brought to justice.” 
Director Roy Boulting “keeps 
the film moving at a steady 
pace” and “good, all-round 
thesping is achieved.” 


Pacemaker Pictures is dis- 
tributing the Paul Soskin pro- 
duction in the U. S. 


Cannes Festival Shows 
Offbeat Pix OK for U.S. 


Arties or Programmers 


Cannes, May 12. 

With the Cannes Fest curtaining 
Saturday (10) and the prizes given 
out, a recap reveals that various 
offbeat pix were in evidence on the 
outer fringes of the fest. Though 
these pix may not have been 
kudosed, most of them have some 
appeal that may make them of in- 
terest, stateside, in small arty the- 
atres, or as offbeat programmers. 
Not all the pix were of adequate 
length for full stop billing, but 
could probably do if paired with a 
similar or counterpointed pic. 

Japanese showed “Walkers On 








terpretation of the classic Japanese 
theatrical style. Made by the man 


sawa, pic is of interest in treatment 
and thesping. It deals with 12th 


century Japan and concerns how a 
group of royalists guarding their 
Prince infiltrated the enemy lines 
disguised as monks. Film has the 
typical classic characters: the 
clown, the great wily bodyguard 
and the royal, splendid-looking 
prince. With name of Kurosawa 
this might do as a dualer. 


Alexandre Astruc, young Gallic 
director, showed his first pic here, 
“The Red Curtain.” Running an 
uneven 50 minutes and extremely 
literary in conception with only a 
commentary and no dialog, film 
still exerts an interest in the mood 
and atmosphere created by deft 


"| cutting and pacing. It concerns a 


young officer billeted in a bour- 
geois home during the French Revo- 
lution. There is a beautiful girl 
there but nobody ever talks to each 
other. Then one night the girl 
takes his hand under the table and 
this leads to many passionate love 
trysts in his room. One night the 
girl dies in his arms and he in ter- 
ror drags her ail over the house 
before fleeing. Extremely stylized 
and epicene, it is strictly for the 
offbeat arties. 


Luis Bunuel, director of the 


brutal “Young And The Damned,” 
| submitted an uneven but gratifying 


fantasy, ‘Mounting To Heaven,” a 
satire on all the Mexican films of 
passion and fury. It recounts a fan- 
tastic bus ride interspersed with 
dream sequences, political disturb- 
ances, fiestas and a seduction. This 
is another for offbeat pairing and 
runs a tight 70 minutes. 


An interesting Spanish entry of 
Juan Condes called “Surcos” looks 
like a likely entry for Spanish-lan- 
guage nabes Pic is an extremely 
realistic attempt to show the ef- 
fects of a farm family when it goes 
to the big city and falls into cor- 
ruption and decay. Pic soon be- 
comes overweighted and wmelo- 
dramatic hut its preponderence of 
good scenic bits and some interest- 
ing thesping might put this over. 

Roger Leenhardt has made a fine 
evocation of the life of “Victor 
Hugo,” using paintings, drawings 
and illustrations from his books. 
Running 40 minutes and expertly 
edited and commented, this would 
make a good adjunct for any sort 
|of art show. 


Swedish documentary, “Hindu 








Soche, Barbarrosa......... Bala wecksr | though she had been trained in 
The Judge 222220222215 Kurt Kasrner | SO4P Operas and has never forgot- 
Peppi Donnato Teiaevees ed Gilbert Roland|ten it. Pat wage as Autry’s 
Gabe Jordan ......... ohn Mc'ntyre | sidekick, sparkles whenever given 
Shadow Johnson <..-°: Louis Armtvon: |" ‘chance, which is. not often 
Sal Nichols [the ee Den Seymour! enough. Francis X. Bushman is 
r. Robert Pe vcede on bs rry Gries i i 
Ss Bakés006664000000008% Pat Goldin | Puried = the minor role of U. S. 
SIN WET 2 56S0ccub thoes John Indris:no COMmissioner. — , , 
Domingo beabiconsseee oon piickey. Little George Archainbaud’s direction 
an ge ences seseeee cx ammens is up to par, cashing in on what- 
Terry Waulker.......... Pat Valentino : 
Frank, the Policeman... David McMahon ever the trite story has to offer. 
Newsboy Addams ....... George Garver William Bradfurd’s camera work 
is okay. j 


“Glory Alley” barely gets’ by as 
a lowercase programmer for the 





Village,” by Arne Sucksdorf, is an 


| excellent study of a small Indian 


town and how progress finally gives 
it the water it needs. Life and 


Isabel Withers celebrating her | ™ores of the town are we)l defined, 


general market. It is a hapless 30th year in show biz with a role|and film is expertly lensed and 


showcase for the talents of the cast, in “Tonight We Sing” at 20th-Fox. | edited. 


Mosk. 


who did Rashomon, Akira Kuro-| 


eavalry and Indians, 





Hollywood, May 15. 


Monogram release of Walter Mirisch 
production. Stars Ben Jehnson, Edgar 
Buchanan, Martha Hyer; features Hayden 
Rorke, Hugh aumont, Orley Lindgren, 
Don Haggerty. Directed by Lewis D. Col- 
lins. Screenplay, Dan Ullman; camera 
(Cinecolor), Harry Neumann; editor, Wil- 
liam Austin; music, Marlin Skiles. Pre- 
viewed May 13, °52. Running- time, 70 
MINS. 


Dan Light.......6...+«+:+: Ben Johnson 
Wintergreen.......+. «++. Edgar Buchanan 
Carolime. ...s.csesccsesers> Martha Hyer 
Major Callen........-+-. Hayden Rorke 
Capt. Wilmurt.....4..-- Hugh Beaumont 
Young Dan.......+-+5++ Orley Lindgren 
Sgt. Keach.........+ssee+- Don Haggerty 
Caroline (as a child)..... Susan Odin 
eS are rrr Stanford Jolley 
Mrs. Light.........++++- Barbara Woodell 
Mr. Light... ..cccccesceess John Halloran 





This is a routine outdoor action- 
er of the love of a man for a wild 
horse and should prove satisfac- 
tory in the regular dual bill mar- 
ket as a supporting feature. As 
the star, Ben Johnson gives the 
horseroundup and riding sequences 
authority, and the plot is run off 
with en6ugh action to fill release 
| intentions. The Cinecolor lensing 
a good. 





The early-west plot finds John- 
|son orphaned as a kid when his 
| parents are killed by marauding 
Indians. His pet colt escapes and 
| takes up with a wild herd and 
| grows into a magnificent stallion. 
| The orphan is taken in hand by 
|Edgar Buchanan, wild horse hun- 
iter, and raised at a cavalry post. 
|Grown to manhood, Johnson's prin- 
| cipal interest is on recapturing his 
old pet steed. He does, but plot 
| contrivance has him lose the horse 
|to the cavalry, which returns it to 
| him after he saves a group of sol- 
|diers from Indians. Johnson then 
| joins the cavalry and marries the 
|commander’s daughter. 


Main plot is told in flashback, | ~~: : iS 
the Tiger’s Tail,” which is a film in-| but without interruption of the| which a Japanese ring has devel- 


j}time period after once. started. 
|; Lewis D, Collins’ direction is gen- 
{erally capable in keeping things 


ity and retiring presonality help 
his role. Buchanan is good as the 
grizzled old outdoorsman. Martha 
Hyer is adequate to the light de- 
mands of her ingenue assignment. 
Hayden Rorke, Orley Lindgren, 


Haggerty, a cruel sergeant, and the 
others are acceptable. 


The Walter Mirisch production 
rates okay Cinecolor lensing from 
Harry Neumann and other tech- 
nical assists fulfill budget aims. 

Brog. 


Othelle 
Cannes, May 13. 


Marceau release of Orson Welles-Moga- 
dor production. Directed by Welles. 
Adaptation from play of William Shake- 
speare by Welles. Stars Welles; features 
Suzannes Cloutier, Michael McLeanor, Fay 
Compton, Doris Dawling, Robert Coot, 
Michael Lawrence; camera, Brizzi Fante. 
At Cannes Film Festival, Cannes, May 10, 
52. Running time, 90 MINS. 


no REE LETT Orson Welles 
Desdemona....... +--+. Suzanne Cloutier 
PNT 5 6.500'6.600¢ ++e++,.-Michael McLeanor 
PUNE co 6 ccécccetéens Robert Coot 
Cassio..... Oe eeeeeeeeee Michael Lawrence 
ns 40006 .00 oneasecees Fay Compton 
WN + 6.06000 6040004660000 Doris Dowling 





After three years in the making, 
Orson Welles unveiled his “Othello” 
at the Cannes Film Festival to win 
the top award. Film is an impres- 
sive rendering of the Shakespear- 
ean tragedy. But because of the 
cerebral cutting and liberties with 
the original, this is strictly for the 
art house set. Proper placing and 
price prestige plus probable favor- 
able crix and word-of-mouth should 
help this. 

Beginning is catchy in lensing, 
plasticity and eye appeal, but a bit 
murky in development. After the 
marriage of Othello and Desde- 
mona over the protests of her 
father, the film takes a firm dra- 
matic line and crescendos as the 
warped Iago brings on the ensuing 
tragic results. The planting of the 
jealousy seed in Othello is a bit 
sudden, but once it takes hold, the 
pic builds in power until the final 
death scene. 

Michael McLeanor is good as 
Iago, the jealous, twisted friend 
whose envy turns to hate and 
murder. Orson Welles gives the 
tortured Moor depth and stature. 
Suzanne Cloutier is a weak note in 
the proceedings, making Desde- 
mona a simple, empty character. 
Supporting roles are adequate. 

Lensing is fine and of a good 
contrasting quality in recording 
the palaces, baths, bedrooms and 
dank halls. Editing is dynamic and 
exciting, making the points by 
contrast and shock effects to get 
ever the internal torment of 
Othello. 

Footage shot in Italy and Mo- 
rocco is well matched photograph- 
ically. Standout scenes are the 
murder of Roderigo in a Moroccan 
bath as the chase weaves through 
the steamy air and ends in general 





playing Johnson as a boy; Don| made 


lead 
critical controversy for upped pu 


Tosk, 


Geisha Girl 





awe melier, Needs exploita- 





Realart release of George Breakst< 
Cc, Ray Stahl ‘production... Stars Martha 
Hyer, William Andrews, Arche; Mae- 
Donald. Directed by Breakston and 
Stahl. Screenplay, Stahi; editor, Irving 
Schoenberg; eamera, Ichiro Hoshijima; 
music, Albert Glasser. At Rialto Theatre, 





N. Y., May 14, 52. Running time, 67 MINS. 
Peggy Burns........... Martha Hyer 
Rocky Wilson......... William Andrews 
Archie secsereee ecoces Archer MacDonald 
Shs tills 660 we eine odes Kekao Yokoo 
Nakamura........,.....Teddy Nakamura 
Police Inspector........... Henry Okawa 
PROCCNS. 2 cesesccccee oes Tatsuo Saito 

| Michiko see Peccseccceccece Michiyo Naoki 
EEA 6 babes. b08 se 0050.06 6% « Ikio Suwamura 
Shia 6 tndeedinn epbacs Ralph Wazgara 
Rs +b6b ceedeceenseo ce Shinzo Tekada 
PN: 05 id's 6 cd 40005 Pearl Hamada 





“Geisha Girl,” which indie pro- 
ducers George P. Breakston and C. 
| Ray Stahl filmed in Japan last sum- 
| mer, is a feeble effort, an excuse to 
|work in some native backgrounds. 
| Acting is weak, direction poor and 
photography far from firstrate 
| But despite its many faults. the 

picture is an exploitable piece of 
merchandise. If exhibitors stress 
the “night in a geisha house” angle, 
| play up “GIs on the loose in Nip- 
|pon,” ete., some ctrious and un- 
| wary patrons/may be lured past the 
|wieket. However, there will be 
| scant word-of-mouth. 

William Andrews and Archer 
|MacDonald, two Yank soldiers 
| fresh from a year in Korea, run in- 
to a series of misadventures in 
| Tokyo prior to returning to the 
| States. Also involved in the goings- 
on is airline hostess Martha Hyer. 
In some manner the trio gains pos- 
session of some “explosive” pills 





| oped for purposes of sabotage. 


| Before the police collar all the 
| heavies, the story takes the partici- 


on the move. Johnson’s riding abil-| Pants on a tour through a geisha 


| house, a kabuki theatre and a na- 
tional shrine. With the wealth of 
natural backgrounds that Japan has 
to offer, it’s obvious that some day 
a Hollywood production unit will 
make good use of them in a well- 
picture. Unfortunately, 
|“Geisha Girl’’ muffs its opportu- 
| nities in a cloak of “quickie” at- 
mosphere, 

| Performances are mediocre. 
|Martha Hyer, although pert and 
| winsome, fails to convince as the 
airline hostess who turns detective. 
Andrews and MacDonald are equal- 
ly unimpressive. Balance of the 
cast, with ‘exception of several 
American M.P.s, are Japanese. 
Breakston and Stahl directed er- 
ratically. Film’s physical values in- 
dicate a slim budget. Gilb. 





Fall of House of Usher 
(BRITISH) 


Sub-standard version of the 
Edgar Allan Poe tale. 








L. Barry Bernard & Arthur Manson 
resentation of G.I.B. Films production, 

roduced and directed by Ivan Barnett. 
Screenplay, Kenneth Thompson and Dor- 
othy Catt; adapted from story by Edgar 
Allan Poe; music, De Wolfe. At Squire, 
N. Y., May 16, ’52. Running time, 70 MINS. 
Lord Roderick Usher ..... Kay Tendeter 
Lady Usher.........Gwendoline Watford 
Jonathan..... Sbboeesdasecce: Irving Steen 
ie SOS rey ee Lucy Pavey 
Dr. Cordwell.. ..........Vernon Charles 


The Butler...cccccss:--+s- Gavin Lee 
Richard........ eeee-Tony Powell-Bristow 
Louise....... eerecerece Connie Goodwin 
Greville..... coecseseesee Robert Wolard 
George..... ding bed cbdetve Keith Lorraine 





This Edgar Allan Poe chiller 
has been converted into a sub- 
standard film. Acting, direction 
photography and other technica 
aspects seem almost amateurish. 
Commercial chances, even as @ 
dualer, are negligible. 

Except for Edgar Allan Poe, no 
name values are connected wit 
this effort. Perhaps the trouble |s 
that one man undertook too much. 
Ivan Barnett is credited with the 
production, direction and camera. 

Femme lead is played by Gw = 
doline Watford, who appeare 
earlier this season on Broadway in 
the short-lived English legit Im: 

rtation “Women of Twilight. 

ay Tendeter, Irving Steen an 
Vernon Charles are also oe in 
leading roles. Holl. 


, 
Waxman Buys ‘Watch 
Philip A. Waxman, indie pro 
ducer of “The Big Night,” which 
United Artists released, has sae 
chased “The Night Watch.” Thom*s 
Walsh novel published by Little 
Brown & Co. —T 
Waxman, who had been in N. . 
left for the Coast yesterday ‘Tues. 
to line up a director and cast a4 
his picturization of the book. 
plans to lens it in Gotham late t! 
summer, 
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ARTIE IMPORTS’ U.S. PROBLEM 


121-import Deal, Yank ‘Loans’ to Get 
Top MPAA Attention in French Dickers 


‘Outcast’ In Art House Tops Astor 
Day-Dater; Bway Less Significant? 





Dual first-run of “Outcast of the + 


Islands” ir a Broadway theatre and 
a New York. art house is being 
watched with extreme interest by | 
distribs this week. Particularly in- | 
triguing is the strong biz the pic is | 


doins 


compared with the mediocre gross | bers of the Screen Writers Guild. 
| Bulletin issued by SWG discloses 
are strengthening the | 502 of its scripters at work, com- 


at the Times Square Astor. 

Results 
distribs’ conviction that Broadway 
has become less and less a signifi- 
cant market Possibility is being 
talked, tor those pix that lend 
themselves.to it at all, of skipping 
the Main Stem altogether in favor 
of day-and-date preems in a circuit 
of five or six arties 
through Manhattan, Brooklyn, the 
Bronx and Queens. 





film. Although it was produced by 
an English company under the ban- 
ner of Sir Alexander Korda, its 
locale is the South Seas, with Carol 
Reed as producer-director. It is 
being released in the U. S. by 
United: Artists for Lopert Films 
Distributing Corp. 

Pic, which opened last Wednes- 
day, hit $16,000 at the 1,300-seat 
Astor with its high overhead as 
against $8,500 at the Fine Arts, 
which has only 468 seats and a nut 
only a fraction of that of the Times 
Square showcase. 

Distrib thinking in light ef the 
Astor-Fine Arts day-and-date is to 
attempt next a preem in a limited 

(Continued on. page 18) 


Mono Prod. Plans 
Shaped for 1953 


Pians have already been formu- | 
lated for Monogram’s 1953 produc- 
tion program, prexy Steve Broidy 
disclosed in New York this week. 
Full lineup will be annuounced at 
the company’s sales convention in 
September, he added, and at that 
time “‘we hope to have four or five 
pictures completed on the new 
slate.” 

Studio’s 1952 program, Broidy 
noted, calls for delivery of 39 pic- 
tures under the Monogram banner. 
Of these, he said, 36 will have been 
completed by June 15. In addition, 
six films have been promised by Al- 
lied Artists, Mono’s producing af- 
filiate. One has been released to 
date while three are scheduled to 
ai the cameras in June and 

uly. 

With completion of “Hiawatha,” 
Broidy declared, the firm will have 
Wrapped up its entire group of 
color pictures. A Walter Mirisch 
production, “Hiawatha” is. due to 
roll June 2. “Flat Top,” another 
tinter, is already underway. Both 
ventures are in Cinecolor. 

Broidy indicated that the 1953 
Slate will be garnished with more 
star power than in the past. But 
top talent, he emphasized, will be 
signed only for specific .pictures, 
for “we have no intention of -build- 
ms up a high-priced stable of 
Stars.” 

New season’s product will in-| 
clude several films made overseas. | 

(Continued on page 15) 


Milton Holmes Sues Col 
For Million on ‘Malone’ 


Los Angeles, May 20. 














seattered | tracts as producer-writers and di- 
| rector-writers. In 
| scribes are at work on the indie 

“Outcast” falls only slightly, at | lots, compared with 75 last year at 
most, into the category of an art| this time. 


| action, western and cornball-type 
| yarns, perhaps indicating a con- 


TV_Ups SWG Jobs 


Hollywood, May 20. | 
Upsurge of television has 





+ at the east side Fine Arts | boomed employment among mem- | 


| 
| 


pared with 423 at this time last 
year. Total of 110 are busy scriven- 
ing for TV, as against 50 in 1951. 
On the major film lots 272 writ- 
ers are employed, compared with 
268 a year ago. Of these, however, 
58 are working under multiple con- 





addition, 90 





WB Sales Dept. 
Aims for Say On 
Prod. Policies 


| 
Warner Bros. has béen combing | 
the New York literary market for | 





templated shift in production pol- 
icy. Story search was reportedly | 
instituted by sales chief Ben Kal- | 
menson, who is seen making a 
pitch for more say-so by the sales 
department in yarn selection. Film 
peddlers, it’s reasoned, are more 
attuned to the likes and dislikes of 
exhibs and what the latter group 
considers b.o. pix. 

Kalmenson, currently on the 
Coast for confabs of WB execs, is 
reportedly armed with a batch of 
manuscripts and will discuss them 
with prexy Harry M. Warner and 
production topper Jack Warner. In 
addition, Kalmenson is expected to 
request an increased production 
slate. With current pix, including 
those of all companies, showing rel- 
atively little staying power, Kal- 
menson is seen asking for more 
product to meet the demands of 
exhibs for quicker changeovers. 

Demands of exhibs, success of 
Universal’ with the action and 
cornball product, and announce- 
ment that Paramount's sales de- 
partment will shoulder the respon- 
sibility in story selection, treat- 
ment and casting, have preceded 
Kalmenson’s story quest. At U, 
sales toppers also serve important- 
ly in production plans and are fre- 
quently queried on story selection. 

Warner chieftains are currently 
holding a series of confabs on the 
Coast. Eastern brass, including 
Kalmenson, veepee Sam Schneider 
and Major Albert Warner, left 
New York Friday (16) to confer 
with Harry M. and Jack L. War- 
ner. Harry Kalmine, theatre top- 
per, is also sitting in. 


It’s figured that the toppers will | 
weigh a reorganization plan which | 


(Continued on page 16) 








MOST DISTRIBS 
FIND (7 TOUGH 


The art film field is currently 
proving quite an industry dilemma. 
While Yank pic-makers are jealous- 
ly eyeing the considerable aggre- 
gate take being siphoned off by 
foreign product in the U. S., most 











lof the artte distribs are finding 


themselves either in the red or 
too close to it for comfort. 


Imports, considered in the aggre- 
gate, have never enjoyed greater 
popularity. In Manhattan. during 
the past week there were 11 of 
them in first-runs, six in second or 
subsequent runs and 14 foreign re- 
vivals. In addition, the Italian-made 
“Tomorrow Is Too Late,” in a sub- 
titled version, was playing top fea- 
ture on the Loew's circuit, al- 
though this was admittedly an un- 
usual booking. 

Aside from the Loew’s chain, 
most of the 31 other houses playing 
the lingualers were . relatively 
small. Nevertheless, the 31 together 
constitute more than 13,000 seats 
and represent a weekly boxoffice 
gross approaching $100,000. 

That's obviously a lot of coin, 
and some of it, Americar distribs 


feel. would be going to them if | 
not to the arties. They are also! 


quick to admit, however, that a 
considerable chunk of it is handed 
over by patrons who wouldn’t be 
going to a film at all if the imports 
were not available. 

On that basis—and considering 
the fact that, for instance, “Quar- 
tet” took $120,000 and ‘“Kon-Tiki” 
$90,000 in film rental out of the 
Sutton—some_ distribution execs 
are wondering if Hollywood~isn’t 
missing the boat by not aiming 

(Continued on page 15) 








Donen Dilemma 


Paramount and Metro issued 
a couple of controversial press 
handouts last week. Both dealt 
with director Stanley Donen. 

Paramount's handout had it 
this way: “Paramount star 
Marion Marshall, last seen in 
Hal Wallis’ ‘Sailor Beware,’ 
weds Stanley Donen, 20th-Fox 
director, tomorrow.” 

Metro offered this version: 
“Stanley Donen, M-G-M direc- 
tor, assigned to ‘Jumbo,’ ar- 
rives Wednesday with his wife 
to spend five days on research 
for the picture.” 

(Ed. rote: Donen, to be 
sure, is under contract to 
Metro.) 








SAG Pact Okayed 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Wage Stabilization Board has ap- 
| proved wage increases in the new 
| basic contract between the Screen 
| Actors Guild and the major stu- 
| dios, according to John Dales, Jr., 
SAG executive secretary. 

New agreement, retroactive to 
Jan. 1, raises minimums from $55 
to $75 per day and from $175 to 
| $250 per week. 








Joan Crawford 
Maps Indie Firm 


With Joe Kaufman 


Joan Crawford, who stars in 
“Sudden Fear” and also makes her 


seph Kaufman production, is plan- 
ning to form a indie company with 
Kaufman, she revealed 
York this week. She hopes, she 
said, to become a full-fledged pro- 
ducer and does not intend to ap- 
| pear in pix she will supervise. Star 





indicated, however, that she will | 


| star in several of the company’s | 
productions, but that Kaufman wiil | 


| have full reign over these. 

Both Miss Crawford and Kauf- 
man have been weighing scripts 
and will announce definite plans 
when the star returns from a bally- 
hoo trip on behalf of “Fear,” which 
RKO is releasing soon. Miss Craw- 
ford indicated that there is a pos- 
sibility the.new indie cutfit would 
make a deal with RKO for dis- 
tribution of the films. 


holding confabs with RKO sales 
and pub-ad toppers on sales and 
exploitation. She will tour 26 cit- 
ies in late August and early Sep- 
tember, just before “Fear” preems 
in each city, to meet exhibs and 
talk to the press. 

Miss Crawford, who worked in 
“Fear” on percentage deal, said 
she would receive no remuneration 
as co-producer and that she ac- 
cepted the added duties “to gain 
the experience.” “Fear” was 
brought in at $600,000 though pro- 
duction had to shut down for 10 
days because of illness of many of 
the principals. 








WB Weighs Further Consolidations 


Of Theatre Operations as Economy 


As part of a continuing policy 
to effect economies, Warner Bros. 
Thtatres are reportedly weighing 
further consolidations of opera- 
tional activities of the various the- 
atre zones. 

With the resignation last week 





Milton Holmes, producer-writer, 


filed suit for $1,000,000 against Co- | 
lumbia Pietures in Federal Court, | men, Roy Jones, to Pitt to beat the) 
charging breach of contract in- | drums for lectures, interviews, etc., | 


Volving the picture, “Boots Ma- 
lone.” Holmes, who wrote the 
Script for Sidney Buchman Enter- 
prises, took over as producer when 
Buchman left the lot. 

_ Plaintiff declares Columbia prom- 
sed him 28% of the receipts to 
Produce the picture without sal- 
ary. The picture, he charges, was 
hot Properly publicized and dis- 
Cop ted as per agreement. He says 
* umbia spent less than 5% of 
‘© coin usually spent to publicize 
a Production of this type. 


—— 








Col Averts Whalen Wailin’ ; 


Drops Bally on Copper 
Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Columbia Pictures very quietly 
eancelled an_ exploitation angle | 
which had been set for the opening, 
of “The Sniper” in Pittsburgh last | 
week at the downtown J. P. Harris | 
—and for very obvious reasons. 


Company had sent one of its field | 


for William Whalen, former New} 
York City chief of detectives. That 
was about two or three days before | 
Harry Gross began to sing in a’ 
Manhattan courtroom and named, 
Whalen as one of the officials in| 
Mayor O’Dwyer’s administration 
who had been on the take. Its face 
slightly scarlet, Columbia sent lit-. 
tle notes to the newspapers and) 
radio stations in Pittsburgh telling | 
them Whalen would not be among 
those present on the appgjnted | 
day. 


jof Nat Wolf as zone manager of 
‘the 28-theatre Warner Ohio cir- 
!cuit with headquarters in Cleve- 


}land, the company will name no 


/ successor. Instead, the Ohio opera- 


tion will. be taken over by Moe 
Silver, zone manager of the Pitts- 
burgh area. In addition, it’s ex- 
pected that many of the activities 
of the Cleveland office will hence- 
forth be handled out of Pittsburgh. 

Similar consolidation of other 
district offices are reportedly in 
the works. During the past year 


{save wherever possible. In cases 
where there have been resigna- 
| tions, for entrance into the armed 
|forces or for other reasons, the 
| jobs have remained, in many cases, 
| unfilled. In certain situations, espe- 
| cially in nabe operations, advertis- 
ing budgets have been sliced. 
WB is currently operating 320 
theatres as compared to 332 a year 
|ago. The drop probably includes 
theatres which must be sold under 
the Department of Justice’s con- 
sent decree as well as houses that 
have been shut because of poor biz. 
Some theatres in the chain are 
operating on a weekend policy 
only. Under the consent decree, the 
company has been ordered to di- 
vest 54 theatres within two years 
from January, 1951, of which 27 





debut as a co-producer in the Jo- | 


in New] 


As co-producer of “Fear,” star is | 


+ Major attention among the four 
alternate proposals worked out in 
Paris last week for a new U. S.- 
French film agreement is expected 
to focus on a plan which would 
| retain the present limitation of 121 
jimports per year and “loans” by 

| American distribs for promotion of 

French pix in the U. S. It is 

modeled in many respects after 

the current agreement with Italy. 

Scheme would permit free con- 
vertibility of blocked balances 
accrued between July 1, 1951, and 
June 30, 1952, said to amount to 
$4,000,000. All subsequent earnings 
would also be freely corvertible 
up to a ceiling of $4,500,000 yearly, 
but subject to the “loan”—actually 
a subsidy for promotion and pro- 
duction—of 542°% of gross earnings 
or $200,000 a year. This year's 
$4,000,000 would also be subject to 
the $200,000 subsidy. 

Proposals will be presented to 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Ameri- 
“ea board by prexy Eric Johnston 
at a meeting in New York today 
| (Wed.). French negotiating team 
jis expected to seek approval of 
| the Ministry of Finance in Paris 
late this week or early next, 
| Final okay on any of the plans 
| before they can become effective 
must also be given by the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers. Johnston, who repped 
the MPAA in the negotiations, is 
anticipating a return to Paris in 
June to complete the deal. 

All of the plans are said to offer 
the possibility of giving the Ameri- 

(Continued on page 13) 


Studio Visits Key 
| To Upped Selling 


| The Come-on-a-My-House trend 
, in the film industry is reaching 
| peak proportions. On the horizon is 
|an almost constant trek of non- 
| production personnel to the studios 
| for visits with the film-makers. 
Conversely, the Hollywoodites 
| are hitting the hinterlands as never 
before. One aim is to produce a 
happy payoff via closer relation- 
ships .among the men in the dif- 
ferent branches of the trade, and 
consequently a better understand- 
ing of each other's problems. It 
also helps in whipping up excite- 
ment about pix. 

A. W. Schwalberg, president of 
Paramount Distributing Corp., dis- 
closed this week that all future 
top-level sales meetings will be 
held in Hollywood. The outfit re- 
cently concluded a week-long get- 
together of sales execs and Par’s 
film-makers on the Coast lot. 
Schwalberg said that the on-the- 
spot viewing of production activ- 
ities resulted in plenty stepped-up 
enthusiasm and confidence among 
the distribution reps, prompting 
| the decision to repeat such ses- 
sions in the future. 

Metro hosted a three-day series 
of screenings and parties for 100 

(Continued on page 13) 

















Nomination Group 
Names SEG Officers 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Nominating committee of Screen 
Extras Guild has named present 
officers for reelection, with dead- 
line for indie nominating petitions 
set at June 6. 

Up for reelection are prexy 
| Richard H. Gordon; Franklyn 
| Farnum, first v.p.; William H. 
| O’Brien, second v.p.; George Bar- 





considerable streamlining of ac-| were to be divested during the | ton, third veepee; Beulah Parking- 
counting practices has been effect- | first year. As of August, 1951, WB | ton, recording secretary, and Jef- 


ed. For example, the accounting 
duties of the Albany office were 


| has sold or contracted for sale 11 
| theatres, and the lease on one 


frey Sayre, treasurer. 


Board of director nominees are 


dropped and transferred to the | has expired. The Department of | Claire Andre, Carmen Clifford, Ben 
New Haven. There were reports-| Justice has agreed to a six-month | Corbett, Franklyn Farnum, Rich- 
this week that the tallying proce- | extension for disposition of thea- | ard Gordon, Buddy Mason, William 
dures of the Newark office would | tres which were to be divested dur-| H. O’Brien, William J. O’Brien, 


be shifted to Philadelphia. 
Autonomy Operation 


ing the first year. Reportedly, the 
company has met the first year’s 


|Snub Pollard, Edd ‘X. Russell, 
| Jeffrey Sayre and George Sowards, 


Since the b.o. downbeat, War-| requirement and has divested 27| There are 11 three-year and one 


ner zone toppers have been oper- 
ating on a more or less autonomous 
basis, with instructions to cut and 


| theatres. The real estate depart- 
| ment is now working on the second 
| year’s total. 


‘ 


| werent terms to be filled. Paul 
Bradley chairmanned nominating 
committee, 
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‘Convicts’ Lone Bright Pic in L A 
Hefty $30,000; ‘Carbine’ Fair 236, 
Belles’ Dull 206, ‘Story’ Drab 18G sis; is 'szerenes “i 


‘Carbine’ Nice $8,000, 
Seattle; ‘Express’ 76 


Seattle, May 20. 


First woehent 26 wr peatiane 
hurting trade here is * 
“Scandal Sheet,” “Carbine Wil- 


Estimates for This Week 





Los Angeles, May 20. #-— 


“My Six Convicts” is the only 
Py bright spot here this 
week, topping the town with a hef- 
ty $30,000 in two theatres. A fair 
$23,000 shapes for “Carbine Wil- 
liams,” also in two spots. — 

Dull $20,000 is seen for Belles 
on Toes” in four situations. San 
Francisco Story” is rated drab $18,- 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—“African Queen” (UA) and 
“Royal Journey” (UA) (7th wk). 
Good $3,500. Last week, $5,700. 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





i k $403,100 90)—"Scandal Sheet”’ (Col) and 
bay ee onal 23 theatres) “Brave Warrior’ (Col). Nice $8,000. 
Lest Year ........ $464,100 Last- week, “Denver and Rio 


(Based on 20 theatres) Grande” (Par) and “Jungle Jim” 








000 in three houses while “The 


| (Col), $8,800. 





Sniper” looks slow $14,000 in two 

000 in three locations. Hold- 
po mainly are very thin, big ex- 
ception being “Encore which is 
nice $5,000 in third round. 


Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 2,048; 1,719; 
1.248: 70-$1.10)—"Belles on Toes 
(20th) and “Wild Stallion” (Mono). 
Dull $20,000. Last week, “Out: | 
casts Poker Flat” (20th) and “Loan | 
Shark” (Lip), $24,500. : 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$140) 
—‘San Francisco Story” (WB). 
Drab $18,000. Last week, “Mara 
Maru” (W8) and “Laramie Moun- | 
tains’ (Col) (Downtown only) (2d | 
wk), $14,800. 

Or State, Egyptian (UATE) 
(2.404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—“Carbine 
Williams” (M-G) and “Love Better 
Than Ever” (M-G). Fair $23,000. 
Last week, “When in Rome” (M-G) 
and “Young Man With Ideas 
(M-G), $20,000. 

Hillstreet,, Pantages (RKO) 
(2,752; 2,812; 70-$1.10)—"Six Con- 
victs” (Col) and “Brave Warrior” 
(Col). Hefty $30,000. Last week, 
“Macao” (RKO) and “Road Agent’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), $15,100. 

Orpheum, Beverly Hills (Metro- 
politan-WB) (2,213; 1,612; 85-$1.50) 
—‘Greatest Show” (Par) (13th wk). 
Held at $9,000. Last week, fine 
$11,700. 

United Artists, Hollywood Para- 
mount (UATC-F&M) (2,100; 1,430; 
70-$1.10) — “Sniper” (Col) and 
“Kansas Territory” (Mono) (UA 
only). Slow $14,000. Last week, 
Hollywood Par only, “Anything | 
Can Happen” (Par) (2d wk-6 days), 
$4,700. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 60-$1.10)— 
“Denver and Rio Grande” (Par) 
and “Man from Black Hills” (Mono) 
(2d wk). Scant $1,500. Last week, 
with United Artists, $7,700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—‘‘My Son, John” (Par) (4th wk). 
Small $3,000 or less. Last week, 


sites. “Captive City” is slight C | o~ 2 Snappy 











4,000. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
“African Queen” (UA) (21st wk). 
Finishing long run _ with only 
$3,300. Last week, $4,500. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—"Encore” (Par) (3d wk). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, $5,900. 

Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) — 
“Rashomon” (RKO) (10th-final wk). 
Oke $1,500. Last week, $1,700. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 90-$1.20)— 
“Quo Vadis” (M-G) (5th wk). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

Ritz, Globe, Iris (FWC) (1,370; 
782; 814; 70-$1.10)—‘“Captive City” 
(UA) and “Kansas. Territory” 
(Mono). Slight $6,000. Last week, 
El Rey, Globe, Iris, “Tembo” 
(RKO) and “Narrow Margin” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $4,700. 


Rain Helps Prov.; ‘Maru’ 
Okay at $9,000, ‘Belles’ 
106, ‘Scandal’ NG 56 


Providence, May 20. 

Main standers are settling for 
lower grosses all around, although 
another rainy Sunday helped a bit. 
Loew's with “Belles On Toes” and 
Majestic with “Mara Maru” look 
best, but former is disappointing. 
Albee is fair with “Macao.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Macao” (RKO) and “Stormbound” 
(Rep). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
“The River” (UA) and “Tale of 
Five Women” (UA), ditto. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,400; 44-65) — 
“Mara Maru” (WB) and “Oklahoma 
Annie” (Rep). Oke $9,000. Last 
week, “Big Trees” (WB) and 
“Desert Pursuit” (Mono), $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Belles on Toes” (20th) and “Talk 
About A Stranger” (M-G). Dull 
$10,000. Last week, “Pride of St. 
Louis” (20th) and “Just This Once” 
(M-G), $11,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘“Aaron Slick” (Par). Opened 





Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 
65-90) —“Marrying Kind” (Col) and 
“Storm Over Thibet” (Col) (3d wk). 
Mild $4,500 in 4 dayS. Last week, 
$8,600. 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
14 Oi) Det ce —‘Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
9 9 e “Oklahoma Annie” (Rep). Good 


$8,000. Last Fe's6300" Better 
Detroit. May 20. Than Ever” (M-G), $6,300. 

: : sae : Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
Biz remains’ below average this es OX . 

week. “Carbine Williams” looks | 90)—““Wild Nor th” (M-G) and 


wt: ranger” (M-G). 
ood at the United Artists and|"Talk About Stranger’ | 
standout in city. “Sniper” is hit-|Okay $8,000. Last week, “Mara 








} aT bad y ” 
ting no bull’s-eye at the Palms. | ‘Rep) oo Gobs and Gals 
“Bells on Toes” is average at the| 1 90,00. - 
Adams. The holdceers, “African | ith rp hci on heed 
Queen” at the Fox and “Marrying | 90)— Red Ball Express nd | 

ind” ichi | ‘Border Saddle Mates” (Rep). Fair- 
= ot Sae gee sae PN ish $7,000. Last week, “Young: Man | 
gish. 1 $7,000. Las » “YC 
Estimates for This Week | With Ideas” (M-G) and “Flame of 


, | Sacramento” (Rep), $5,200. 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) | 4 ) (3.039: 
“African Queen” (UA) and Paramount (Evergreen ‘ ; 


“Rose of Cimarron” (20th) 
wk). Slow $16,000. Last week, | 
$20,090. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
70-95)—"‘Marrying Kind” (Col) | 
and “Sound Off” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Mild $14,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“Sniper” (Col) and “Aaron Slick” 
(Par). Slow $13,000. Last week, 
“Mara Maru” (WB) and ‘Wild Stal- 
lion” (Rep), $12,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; '70-95)— 
“Frankenstein” (Indie) and “Drac- 
ula” (Indie) (reissues). Slow $6,000. 
Last week, “Anything Can Hap- 
pen” (Par) and “Jim in Forbidden 
Land” (Col), $5,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-| 
95)—“Carbine Williams” (M-G) and | 
“When in Rome” (M-G). Good | 
$14,000. Last week, “Mutiny” (UA) | 
and “Tale of Five Women” (UA), | 
$6,400. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— | 
|““Belles on Toes” (20th). Average 
| $7,000. Last week, “Quo Vadis” | 
| (M-G) (11th wk), $5,000. 


| ‘Encore’ Torrid $10,000, 
D.C.; ‘Express’ -Vaude Big 
216, ‘Belles’ Loud 196 


Washington, May 20. 

‘Biz is on upbeat this week, a 
pleasant change of pace after last 
session’s slump. Two newcomers, 
“Encore” at Trans-Lux, and “Belles 
on Their Toes” at Loew’s Palace, 
look like winners, former being es- 
pecially sock. “Red Ball Express,” 
with vaude topped by De Marco 
Sisters, is pleasing whiie “Pauia” 
at the Warner also shows promise. 
“My Son John” at Ontario, first- 
run nabe, is showing new life in 
second stanza thanks ’to some hep 
bally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 55-95)— 
“Red Ball Express” (U) plus vaude. 
Fast $21,000. Last week, “Singin’ 
In Rain” (M-G) plus vaude (2d wk), 
$19,000 in 8 days. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 50-80) 
—‘Silver City” (U). Average $5.- 
000 for first-run. Last week, ‘““Whis- 
tling in Dark” (U) and “Whistling 
in Dixie’’ (U) (reissues), okay $5,000. 








(3d 65-90) —“‘Red Mountain”. (Par) and 


“You Can’t Beat Irish” (Indie). Dull 
$6,500. Last week, “Outcasts of 
Poker Flat” (20th) and “Death of 
Angel” (Indie), $6,600. 


‘Apache Sturdy 
$14,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, May 20. 

Chilly weather over the past 
weekend, second such in succes- 
sion, is helping biz at some main- 
stem houses here this week. “Six 
Convicts” looks neat at Loew’s. 
“Battle at Apache Pass” is rated 
fine at the big Fox. “Belles on 
Toes” shapes better on moveover 
to downtown Ambassador than it 
was on first week at midtown Mis- 
souri. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)—"Belles on Toes” (20th) and 
“Big Treés” (WB). Good $11,000 or 
near. Last week, “Macao” (RKO) 
and “Steel Town” (U), $9,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-65)—“Dead- 
line U.S.A.” (20th) and “Comes the 
Marines” (Mono). Opened today 
(Tues.), Last week, “Battle Apache 
Pass” (U) and “Five Fingers” 
(20th), fine $14,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Six Convicts” (Col) and-“Thief of 
Damascus” (Col). Neat $12,000. 
Last week, “Girl in White” (M-G) 
and “Talk About Stranger” (M-G), 
$10,000. 

Lyn (Indie) (1,800; 75-90)—“Red 
Shoes” (UA). 
week, “Les Miserables” (Indie), 
$3,500 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Til Sun Shines Nellie” (20th) and 
“Return of Texan” (20th). Fair $9,- 
500. Last week, “Belles On Toes” 
(20th), $9,000. 

Pageant (St. L.°Amus.) (1,000; 
75-90) — “Anything Can Happen” 
(Par). Good $4,000. Last .week, 
“Something Live For’ (Par) (2d 
wk), $3,000. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 





~— 











Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50-85)— 
“Anything Can Happen” (Par) (4th 
(Continued on page 18) 


75-90) —- ‘Anything Can Happen” 
(Par). Fine $4,500. Last week, 


|“Something Live For’ (Par) (2d 


'wk), $3,500. 





Cincinnati, May 20. 
“Red Mountain” is in good 
tempo at the Albee and tops this 
week’s downtown lineup by a small | 





Express’ Fast $7,000 in Slow Cincy; 
Mountain’ Oke 106, ‘Sniper’ Hot 86 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Thief of Damascus” (Col) and 
“Brave Warrior” (Col). So-so. $4,- 
500. Last week, “Lion and Horse” 


'margin. Biz generally is holding to | (WB) and “Yank in Indo-China” 
| moderate groove. However, stand- | (Col). same. 


}out is “Red Ball Express,” very 
|fancy at Keith’s. “Belles on Their 
| Toes” is ace holdover at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
| “Red Mountain” (Par). Okay $10,- | 
| 000. Last week, “Macao” (RKO), 
| $9,500. 


|” Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55-| 


| “Macao” (RKO) (m.o.). 


Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—‘‘Red Ball Express” (U). Fast 
$7,000. Last week, “Aaron Slick” 
(Par), $5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
Fairish 
$4,000. Last week, “Marrying 
Kind” (Col) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 





Monday (19). Last week, “Scandal | 75)\—“Belles on Toes” (20th) (2d | “Sniper” (Col). All right $8,000 or 
Sheet” (Col) and “Holiday in| wk). Solid $7,000 after $10,000! over. Last week, “Six Convicts” 


Havana” (Col), drab $5,000, ' bow. 


i(Col), ditto. 


Express’ Paces Hub, Fancy $16,000; ft 
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Pride’ NSH UG, ‘Lion’ Meek 136 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,013,900 
(Based on 25 cities 226 the- 
atres, chtefly first runs, tnclud- 





i T Gree S Week 
Total Gross Same 
Last Year ......$2,003,000 


(Based on 23 cities, and 203 
theatres.) 


‘Carbine’ Solid 
$71,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, May 20. 


Weekend heat is hurting biz 
here this session although several 
new pix shape up fairly well. “Mar- 
rying Kind” is rated okay at Or- 
pheum while “Carbine Williams 
looks standout with good total in 
10 days at Warfield. “Man in 
White Suit” shapes big in second 
week at Stagedoor. ‘“Outcasts of 
Poker Flat” is particularly dull at 
the Fox and way below hopes. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65-95) 
—‘Half: Breed” (RKO) and “Road 
Agent” (RKO). Thin $9,000 or 
less. Last week, “Talk About 
Stranger” (M-G) and “Narrow Mar- 
gin” (RKO), $11,500, 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95)—“Out- 
casts of Poker Flat” (20th) and 
“Gobs and Gals” (Rep). Drab 
$10,000. Last week, “Pride of St. 
Louis” (20th) and “Rose Cimarron” 
(20th), $14,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 65-95) 
— “Carbine Williams” (M-G). 
Standout at good $21,000 in 10 
days. Last week, “Wild North” 
(M-G), $20,000 in 10 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
“Flaming Feather” (Par) and “Loan 
Shark” (Lip). Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Denver and Rio Grande” 
(Par) and “Bitter Springs” (Lip), 
$11,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
“Anything Can Happen“ (Par) (2d 
wk). Off to $7,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, oke $10,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 














95)—“‘Marrying Kind” (Col) and 
“Northern Territory” (Mono), Okay 
$17,000 or near. Last week, “Red 
Ball Express” (U) and “Treasure 
Lost Canyon” (U) (2d wk), $9,500. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
65-95)—""Green Glove” (UA) and 
“A Tale of Five Women” (UA) (2d 
wk). Down to $5,500 in 6 days. 
Last week, okay $10,000. 
Stagedoor (A-R) (370; 85-$1)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (2d wk). 
Big $6,000. Last week, $6,500. 
lay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Minnie” (Indie). Good $2,800. 
Last week, “Laughter in Paradise” 
(Mono) (6th wk), $2,100. 
Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (377; 85- 
$1)—“Miracle in Milan” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Off to $1,500. Last week, fair 


Nice $4,000. Last | $2,000 


? 





‘Belles’ Lively $11,500 
In Buff ; ‘Express’ 10G 


Buffalo, May 20. 

“Belles on Their Toes” is pacing 
the field here this session with 
snug total at the Buffalo. “Red Ball 
Express” is about as strong with 
strong takings at Lafayette. “Valley 
of Eagles” is not too bad at the 
Center. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Belles On Toes” (20th) and “Talk 
About Stranger” (M-G). Snug 
$11,500. Last week, “Deadline- 
U.S.A.” (20th) and “Love Better 
Than Ever” (M-G), $14,000 in 9 
days. 

; Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“San Francisco Story” (WB) and 

Atomic City” (Par). Mild $9,500 or 

4 rey — “Mara Maru” 
and “Man on Run” (Indie), 
$9,000. “a 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Valley of Eagles” (Lip) and “Par- 
don My French” (UA). Okay $8,- 
000 or over. Last week, “Green 
Glove” (UA) and “Tale of Five 
Women” (UA), $8,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70) 
—“Red Ball Express’ (U) and 
‘Double Confession” (Indie). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, “Thief of 
Damascus” (Col) and “Okinawa” 
(Col), $8,500. 

Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
70))—“‘Macao” (RKO) and “Okla- 
homa Annie” (Rep). Lean $8,000. 
Last week, “Pride of St. Louis” 
(20th) and “Fabulous Senorita” 





(Rep), $7,500. 


ais Boston, May 20. 
Biz is spotty at downtown major 
spots this stanza with “Req Ball 
Express” at Memorial shaping best 
in town. “Pride of St. Louis” at 
State and Orpheum is disappoint. 
ing. “Red Mountain” at the Met 
and “Lion & Horse” at Param, 


and Fenway are only so-so. “ter 
in Heart” in sixth frame at Astor 
looks fairly good and “Man in 


White Suit” in fifth 

shapes fancy. 
Estimates for This Week 

a Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95), 

Song in Heart” (20th) (6th wk) 

Near $6,500 after oke $7.2: . 

fifth. 


at Exeter stil] 


00 for 


Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) 682: 
50-90) — “Notorious Geational 
(Indie) and “Green for Danger" 
(Indie) (reissues). Slender $2,300 
Last week, “The Medium” (Indie) 
and “Souvenir” (Indie), $1,200. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Thief of Damascus” (Col) and 
“Satan in Skirts” (Indie) split 
week with “Penitentiary” (Co)) and 
“Women in Prison” (Col) (rei 
Sluggish $7,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-89) 
Roe - ee lil (U) (5th wk), 

ill nice a : after $7, 

-pson dn $7,000 for 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-385). 
“Lion and Horse” (WB) and Aaron 
Slick” (Par). Slim $4.000 Last 
week, “Mara Maru” (WB) and 
“Lady Possessed” (Rep), same. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-85)~ 
“Red Ball Express” (U) and “Wings 
of Danger” (Lip). Fast $16,000, 
Last week, “Bronco Buster’ (U) 
and Native Son” (Indie) split week 
with “Winchester 73” (U) and 
“Brute Force” (U) (reissues), $7,000, 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—"“Red _Mountain” (Par) and 
Bal Tabarin” (Indie). Fair $13,000, 
Last week, “Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col) (24 wk-5 days), and “Okla- 
homa Annie” (Rep), $12,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85)~ 
“Pride of St. Louis” (20th) and 
“The First Time” (Col). Disap- 
pointing $13,500. Last week, “Mar 
Trying Kind” (Col) and “Shadow in 
Sky” (M-G), $15,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—"Lion and Horse” (WB) and 
“Aaron Slick” (Par). So-so $9.000 
or near. Last week, “Mara Maru” 
(WB) and “Lady Possessed” (Rep), 
$10,500. 
cnt ilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 40-85)—~ 
The Sniper” (Col) and “Yank in 
Indo-China” (Col) (2d wk). Okay 
$6,500 following good $9,800 for 
first. 

i State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Pride of St. Louis” (20th) and 

First Time” (Col). Oke $8,500, 
Last week, “Marrying Kind” (Col) 
and “Shadow in Sky” (M-G), $9,000, 


Toronto Off; ‘Mountain’ 
Tall 15G, ‘Sheet’ Same, 
‘Queen’ Hep $8,000, 4th 


“Toronto, May 20. 

Apart from “Red Mountain,” 
which is good and topper in town, 
other first-runs are mostly weak 
to fair. “Scandal Sheet’ is rated 
nice in six spots. “African Queen 
looks okay in fourth and final 
round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60) — 
“Scandal Sheet” (Col) and “Mal- 
tese Falcon” (WB) (reissue). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Mutiny” (UA) 
and “Rodeo” (Mono), $10,000. 

Eglinton (FP) (1,080; 40-80) — 
“Anything Can Happen” (Par). S0- 
so $6,500. Last week, “Elusive 
Pimpernel” (Indie) (2d wk). $5,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,500; 50-70) — 


sues), 





“Encore” (Par) (6th wk). Fine $4, 


200. Last week, $5,700. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80) — 
“Red Mountain” (Par). Good $155 
000. Last week, “Deadline-U.S.A. 
(20th), $16,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,748; 40-50) — 
“African Queen” (UA) (4th “ 
Tapering to okay $8,000 in fina 
week. Last week, $10,000 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
“Laura” (20th) (reissue). Satistace 
tory $11,000. Last week, “5!* Con 
victs” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000 

Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-50) ~~ 
“Salesman” (Col). Weak Be cens 
Last week, “Song in Heart (20U1 
(5th wk), $10,500. oll 

Tivoli, University (FP) (14°%; 
1,558; 40-80) — “Belles on Toe a 
(20th) (2d wk), Fair $10,000. Las 
week, $13,000. ie 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 70°" 1) 
“Belle of N. Y.” (M-G) (2d K) 


0-80) — 





Fair $6,000, Last week, $7,900: 


Wednes 
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si Loop Lagging; ‘Sniper’- Okinawa’ 


136 | pild $16,000, Express’ Warrior’ 126, 


Holliday 226, ‘Deadline’-Vaude 396 


A 


Chicago, May 20. 





ether the cold damp weather, 
omic uncertainty, or war 
the general boxoffice situ- 
re is not good. There is 
h traffic in the Loop, and 
e is off. “Sniper” and 
seem best of new pix 
\lid $16,000 at the State- 
le the Grand should be 
$10,000 with “Rose of 


fare at United Artists, 

“Red = roe gin fl 

“Brave Warrior,” is rated m 
and 00. “Marrying Kind,” Judy 
Holliday pic, at the Woods is below 
average with $22,000. Oriental 
shapes slight $19,500 for combo of 
‘Carbine Williams” and “Young 
th Ideas” while the Chi- 
cago, with “Deadline-U.S.A.” plus 
Four Aces and Margaret Whiting, 
ig okay $39,000. , 

“Greatest Show on Earth” at 
Palace leads the second weekers 
with okay session. “Steel Town 
and “Meet Danny Wilson” at 
Roosevelt will be lucky to get by. 
“Man in White.Suit” at the Surf 
on sixth frame is holding at strong 
$3,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98) — 
“Deadline-U.S.A.” (20th) and Mar- 
garet Whiting and Four Aces on 
stage. Okay $39,000. Last week, 
“Song. in Heart” (20th) (2d _ wk) 
with Johnny Johnston, $25,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98) — 
‘Rose of Cimarron” (20th) and 
“Sye2” (20th) (reissue). Light $10,- 
000. Last week, ““Laura” (20th) and 
“Snake Pit” (20th) — (reissues), 
$7,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“Carbine Williams’ (M-G) and 
“Young Man With Ideas” (M-G). 
Small $19,500. Last week, “Flesh 
and Fury” (UD) (2d wk), with John- 
nie Ray p.a., $45,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $33,000. Last week, $40,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98) 
— “Steel Town” (U) ‘and “Meet 
Danny Wilson” (U) (2d wk). Pass- 
able $7,000 working. Last week, 
$12,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
— “Sniper” (Col) and “Okinawa” 
(Col. Light $16,000. Last week, 
“Mara Maru” (WB) and “Barefoot 
Mailman” (Col), $7,500. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (675; 98)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U0) (6th wk). 
a at big $3,500. Last week, 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“Red Ball Express” (U) and 
“Brave Warrior’ (Col). Mildish 
$12,000. Last week, “River” (UA) 
and “Dark Man” (UA), $6,000. 

P Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 

Marrying Kind” (Col). Below par 
with $22,000. Last week, “5 Fing- 
ers” (20th) (4th wk), $9,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98) — “Les 
Miserables” (Indie) (2d wk)> Fair- 
ish $2,500. Last week, $3,500. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (480; 98) —“Un- 
der Paris Skies” (Indie). Should do 
oke $3,000. Last week, “Passion for 
Life” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,500. 


Wh 
ior econ 
pumors, 
ation ae 

t much | 
the boxoffic 
“Okinawa 
with a pa 
Lake whi 
passable 
Cimarron. 

Action 
comprising 










Man Wi 


SNIPER’ FAIR $6,000, 
PITT; ‘SAILOR’ 116, 2D 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

plisldover of “Sailor Beware” at 
tnn ‘is still the big noise down- 
town. There is not much action at 
Most oiher spots. “Man in White 
ult” continues strong in second 
Week at the nabe art house, Squir- 





tel Hill) “The Sniper” at 
and “Belles On Their Toes” at Ful- 
in are considerably below expec- 
ations. 

Estimates for This Week 
‘~B uiton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
a5 cules On Toes” (20th). Maybe 
set disappointing. Last week, 
§ rag Empire” (Rep), $3,500 in 
ucHlarris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
Sniper” 


‘Col). Fair $6,000 at best. 


Ti Weck, “Ma, Pa Ketle at Fair” 
and “Flesh and Fury” (U), $3,- 
= 6 days. 
“Sane ‘Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
ck or Beware” (Par) (2d wk). 
511,000 on top of nearly $20,- 
Seais week 


1 Sduirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 


an j ; ” 
Holding White Suit” (Uy (2d wk). 


nother 


“Rp q yw a 4 
iy Mountain (Par). Blah $9,000. 





(i "ST hh ae Francisco Story” 
uqlamner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
Ounce love” (UA) and “Royal 
St «may Of): Moderate $4,500. 
ang “\; -%: “Fort Defiance” (UA) 

Mutiny” (WA), $4,000, { 


—— 


1 “Deadline-U.S.A.” 


» £0 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 


Love - Ideas’ Lush 
$8,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, May 20. 


Sparked by Pee Wee King and 
his western stage revue, “Just This 
Once” at Orpheum with upped 
prices, looks hefty. Brandeis with 
“Six Convicts” is just okay. But 
Omaha, with “Love Better Than 
Ever” plus “Young Man _ With 
Ideas” will turn in a surprisingly 
lusty total. State’s longrun. with 
“African Queen” went three and 
one-half weeks to much better than 
ordinary business. 

Estimates for This. Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 25- 
90)—“Just This Once” (M-G) and 
Pee Wee King western stage re- 
vue. Hefty $18,000. Last week, 
“Belles on Toes” (20th) and “Talk 
About Stranger” (M-G), $9,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—“‘Love Better Than Ever” (M-G) 
and “Young Man With Ideas” 
(M-G). Surprisingly strong $8,000. 
Last week, “Okinawa” (Col) and 
“Sound Off” (Col), $7,500. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Six Convicts” (Col). Oke $5,500. 
Last week, “Marrying Kind” (Col), 


$8,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865;, 25-75)— 
“African Queen” (UA) (4th wk-3 
days). Okay $2,800. “Singin’ in 
Rain” (M-G) in next. Last week, 
“Queen” (3d wk), strong $5,200. 


Nellie’ Fails to Shine 
In K.C. With 126, ‘Girl’ 
Fair $11,000, ‘John’ 726 


Kansas City, May 20. 











Moderate trend of the last few | q 


weeks continues this session as 
films generally hit medium class. 
“Girl in White” at Midland has the 
e but only fair. “Wait Till Sun 
Shines Nellie” in four Fox Mid- 
west houses is getting only fair 
play. “Man in White Suit” contin- 
ues solid at Vogue art house in 
sixth week. : 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 50- 
75)—“‘Deadline-U.S.A.” (20th) and 
“Honeychile” (Rep) (m.o.). Fair 
$1,800. Last week, “Hoodlum Em- 
pire” (Rep) and “Cuban Fireball” 


(Indie), $2,100. 
Kime (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— 
“Rashomon” (RKO). Nice $2,000, 


and likely will hold. Last week, 
“The Medium” (Indie) and “Dance 
Magic” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-69)— 
“Girl in White” (M-G) and “Just 
This Once” (M-G). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, “Indian Uprising” (Col) 
and “Boots Malone” (Col), $7,500 
in 5 days. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“The Sniper” (Col) and “Family 
Secret” (Col). Slow $6,500. Last 
week, “Six Convicts” (Col) and 
“Yank in Indo-China” (Col), $8,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-69)—"‘My Son, John” (Par) and 
“Royal Journey” (UA). Average 
$7,500. Last week, “Mara Maru” 
(WB) and “Outlaw Brother” (Indie) 
mild $6,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 50-75)—“Wait Till Sun 
Shines Nellie” (20th) with “Gobs 
and Gals” (Rep) added at Tower 
and Granada. Biz only fairish $12,- 
000 despite hoopla. Last week, 
(20th) and 
“Honeychile” (Rep), same. 

Vegue (Golden) (550; 50-85)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (6th wk). 
Showed a little spurt to nice $1,600, 
nice money. Last week, $1,500. 

Warwick (Fox Midwest) (900; 50- 
85)—"“Mr. Lord Says No!” (Indie). 
Average $1,500. Last week, “Lady 
Possessed” (Rep), same. 


‘Nellie’ Slow $8,000 In 
Mipis.; ‘Express’ Fast 66 


Minneapolis,. May 20. 

Cold weather has helped the box- 
office here somewhat but not 
enough to cause managerial cheers. 
Newcomers leading the procession 
are “Wait ‘Til Sunshine Nellie” 
and “Red Ball Express.” Others 
are very mild to drab. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“When in Rome” (M-G). . Slow 
$3,000. Last week, “Greatest 
Show” (Par) (4th wk) (85-$1.25), 
$6,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Red Ball Express” (U). Nice 
$6,000, best here in week. Last 
week, “Captive City” (UA), $3,800. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—‘“Afri- 
can Queen” (UA) (5th wk). Okay 
$5,000. Last week, $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Til Sun Shines Nellie” (20th). 
Crix praise should benefit this one 
but only a mild $8,000 loms. Last 
week, “Belles on Toes” (20th) (2d 
wk), $6,700. ~ 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76) — “Half-Breed” (RKO). Tepid 
$6,000. Last week, “Marrying 
Kind” (Col), $9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Marrying Kind” (Col) (m.o.). Neat 
$5,000. Last week, “My Six Con- 
victs” (Col) (2d wk), $4,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—‘“Mara 
Maru” (WB). Mild $6,000. Last 
week, “River” (UA) (2d run), $7,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20)— 
“Singin’ in Rain” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Oke $2,500. Last week, $3,300. 


Deadline’ Nice 
$70,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
Biz is way off here at most first- 
runs this session. Best bet looks to 
be “Deadline-U.S.A.” with nice 
total at the Fox. However, one of 
outstanding showings continues to 
be made by “Man In White Suit” 
at small Studio Theatre in second 
round, were sock. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine. (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Faithful City’ (RKO). Mild $6,- 
000. Last week, “Anything Can 
Happen” (Par) (2d wk), $5,000. 





Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
“Belles on Toes” (20th). Weak 
$10,000. Last week, “Greatest 


Show” (Par) (12th-final wk), $7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; -50-99)— 
“Finders Keepers” (U) plus Pearl 
Bailey, Chris Powell and Blue 
Flames onstage. Mild $11,000. Last 
week, “Honeychile” (Rep) plus 
Louis Jordan combo, Willis Jack- 
son orch onstage, $17,000. 

Fox. (20th) 
“Deadline-U.S.A.” 
$20,000. Last week, “Pride of St. 
Louis (20th) (2d wk), $8,500 in 5 


ays. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Battle at Apache Pass” (U). 
Stout $13,000. Last week, “Rancho 
Notorious” (RKO), $11,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Macao” (RKO). NSG $13,000. Last 
week, “African Queen” (UA) (4th 
wk), $11,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—“Girl in White” (M-G). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “No Room for 
Groom” (U), $9,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“Singin’ in Rain” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Oke $8,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“Carbine Williams” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Off to $8,000. Last week, mild 
$12,000. 
Stanton~ (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 


“San Francisco Story” (WB). Fair 
$7,500. Last week, “Six Convicts” 
(Col) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20) 
—“Son John” (Par) (3d wk). Fine 
$6,000. Last week, $6,800. 

World (Mann) (500; 50-99)— 
“Passion for Life” (Indie). Fair 
$3,200. Last week, second-run. 

Studio (Goldberg) (500; 58-99)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (2d wk). 
Still sock with $5,300 after $5,800 
opener. 


Rain’ Sockeroo $29,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Stranger’ 196 


Montreal, May 20. 





this week at Loew’s with smash ses- 
sion. “Phone Call From Stranger” 
looms great at Capitol. New en- 
tries in all spots plus coolish 
weather is adding up to best re- 
turns in last couple of months. 
Estimates for This Week 





Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60)— 
“Belles on Toes” (20th). Good $14,- | 
000. Last week, 
| (M-G), $15,000. 
| Capitol (C.T> (2,412; 34-60)— 
| “Phone Call From Stranger” 


(Continued on page 18) 
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“Singin’ in Rain” shapes biggest | 


Bway at Spring Low; ‘Rancho -Cole 
$57,000, Kangaroo -Stage Mild 36 


‘Outcast’ 24146, ‘Lion’-Vaude 156 


Broadway first-run business is 
colorless this week. There are a 
few firm or passably okay spots but 
they are overshadowed by a sur- 
plus of weak bills. The 
sorry showing is being made de- 
spite seven new entries. Normal 
seasonal decline and a plethora ot 
ordinary product are being blamed 
for the drastically dull trade at 
most theatres. 

Of the new bills, the Paramount, 
with “Rancho Notorious” and 
stageshow headed by Nat (King) 
Cole, Alan King and Russ Case 
band, is making the best showing, 
but only fair at around $57,000. 
“Kangaroo” plus stage bill topped 
by Georgia Gibbs, Jimmy Nelson 
and Jean Leon Destine’s Haitian 
Dancers is disappointing in initial 
round at the Roxy with lightweight 
$63,000 or less. Pic was given a 
novel advance campaign for its ini- 
tial playdate but it failed to get 
started as expected. 

“Outcast of Islands,” playing 
day-date at the Astor and Fine 
Arts, hardly measured up to an- 
ticipations. While only mild $16,- 
000 or less at the Astor, the pic 
shapes strong $8,500 at the arty 
house. “Denver & Rio Grande” 
looks dull $6,000 at the Globe, and 
stays only the one week. “Out- 
casts of Poker Fiat” likewise ts 
floundering at the Mayfair with 
$7,000 or close. 

“Lion and Horse” with eight acts 
of vaudeville is heading for $15.,- 
000 at the Palace, rated good, es- 
pecially compared with other new 
entries. e 

“Scaramouche” with stageshow 
is holding at $118,000 in second 
week at the Music Hall, just fair 
for second week. Virtually all hold- 
overs are way off for unbelievabiy 
low totals. Perhaps typifying the 
state ef business is the second 
week of “San Francisco Story” 
with Carmen Cavallaro band on 
the stage at the Warner. It does 
not look to get more than $15,000, 
very dull for a stagefilm policy at 
this house. 

In the face of this serious down- 
beat, some of the art theatres are 
continuing surprisingly strong. 
“Man in hite Suit” still is sock 
with $12,500 for seventh week at 
the Sutton. “Encore,” also just 
ending its seventh stanza, is very 
big at $9,400 at the Normandie. 

“Under Paris Skies” still is 
smash with $10,300 on second week 
at the Paris. “Never Take No for 
Answer” held nicely at $6,000 for 
third round at the new east-side 
Beekman. “Narrow Margin” also 
centinues fine with $6,200 in third 
week at Trans-Lux 60th St. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.80) 
—“Outcast of Islands’ (UA). The 
heavy downbeat hurt this, and it 
is very disappointing at $16,000 or 
less. This is far from big for open- 
ing week but not too bad in view 
of what some other newcomers are 
doing. Holds. In ahead, “Six Con- 
victs” (Col) (7th wk), $5,500. 


rather | 


(20th). First frame ending today 
(Wed.) looks thin $7,000 or near, 
Holds. In ahead, “Atomic City” 
(Par) (2d wk), $5,000 in 6 days. 


Normandie (Normandie Thea- 
tres) (592; 95-$1.80)—“Encore” 
(Par) (8th wk). Seventh round 
ended last night (Tues.) held at 
$9,400 after sturdy $10,500 for 
sixth week. Continues indef. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.40)— 
“Lion and Horse” (WB) with 8 acts 
of -vaude. Week ending Friday 
(23) holding well for this policy 
and conditions generally, with 
good $15,000. Last week, “Loan 
Shark” (Lip) with same vaude set- 
up, fine $16,000, but a bit under 
hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 
—"‘Rancho Notorious” (RKO) plus 
Nat “King” Cole, Alan King, Russ 
Case orch onstage -(2d-final wk). 
Initial session ended last night 
(Tues.) was fair $57,000. “Wild 
Heart” (RKO) with Johnnie Ray 
heading stageshow opens May 28. 

Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘When in Rome” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Initial frame ended Saturday 
(17) was good $5,800. “Actors and 
Sin” (UA) due in May 30. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Under Paris Skies” (Discina) (3d 
wk). Second round ended Sunday 
(18) held.at $10,300 after sock $11,- 
400 cpener. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Scara- 
mouche” (M-G) plus stageshow (2d 
wk). Initial holdover session shapes 
to land fair $118,000. First week 
was only okay $126.000, slichtly 
below expectancy. Holds a third. 
Matinees are way off but nights 
unusually strong. 

Rivoli ‘(UAT-Par) (2,092; 70- 
$1.80))—“Pride of St. Louis” (20th) 
(3d wk).~ Way down to around 
$6,000 after light $10,000 for sec- 
ond. week. House scheduled to 
shutter for summer soon. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)— 
“Kangaroo” (20th) plus Georgia 
Gibbs, Jean Leon Destine and 
Haitian Dance troupe, Condos & 


Brando, Jimmy Nelson onstage. 
Initial stanza ending tomogrow 
(Thurs.) looks sluggish $63,000. 


Holds one week. In ahead, “Belles 
on Toes” (20th) with stageshow (2d 
wk), $50,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.80)— 


“Wil North” (M-G) (2d. wk). 
Initial holdover round ending Fri- 
day (23) is dipping to slew $7,000 


or less after $11,000 opening week. 
utton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 

“Man in White Suit” (U) (8th wk). 
Seventh frame ended Monday (19} 
continued very big with $12,500 af- 
ter $13,500 for sixth week. Stays. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Narrow Margin” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Held at $6,200 after nice 
$7,000 for second week. . 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50) — “High Treason” (Indie). 
ag yesterday (Tues.). In ahead 
“No Resting Place” (indie) (2d wk- 
9 days), only $2,200 after light 
$3.500 opening stanza. 


Baronet (Reade) (430; 74-$1.20—|_ Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
“Wall of Death” (Indie). First | $1.80) — “Marrying Kind” (Col) 


(24) looks only fair $2,200. 

Beekman (R&B) (550; 85-$1.50)— 
“Never Take No for Answer” (In- 
die (4th wk). Third session end- 
ing Monday (19) held nicely at 
$6,000 after $6,800, big, for second 
week. Continues, this being new 
house’s opening pic. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.80) 
—“Carbine Williams” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Second stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) was as sluggish as 
initial week, with only $11,000 or 
less after mild $15,500 first frame. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.80) 
—*“The Sniper” (Col) (2d wk). Dip- 


|ping to thin $6,000 or near after 


$10,000 opening week. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—“Outcasts of Islands” (UA). First 
week ending today (Wed.) doing 
much better than Astor, where 
playing day-date. May hit $8,500, 


solid for this bandbox house. In 
ahead, “Lavender Hill Mob” (U) 
(30th wk-9 days), got $5,500 to 


wind an extremély profitable long- 
run. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.25) 
—‘“Denver and Rio Grande” (Par). 
Initial stanza ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is getting drab $6,000 or 
less. In ahead, “Red Mountain” 
(Par) (3d wk), $7,500. “Rio Grande” 
goes only one week, with “Red 
River” (WA) and “Tulsa” (UA) (re- 





issues) opening Friday (23). 





Holiday (Zatkin) (950; 50-$1.80) | 
“Invitation” —‘“‘Loyola” (Indie) (4th wk). Looks | 


‘only about $3,000 this session after | 


$4.200 for third round. 
Mayfair ‘Brandt? 
'$1.25).—“Outcasts of Poker Fiat’ 


(1,736; 50- 54-75) — “San 


j 


ter okay $8,000 for ninth round. 
“Walk East on Beacon” (Col) opens 
May 28. 

Warner (WB) (2,756; 85-$2)— 
“San Francisco Story” (WB) plus 
Carmen Cavallaro orch heading 
Stage bill (2d-final w*). Failed to 
perk any, and second round ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to slip to 
$15,000 or less after light $19,000 
opening round. “About Face” 
(WB) with Mindy Carson, Alan 
Carney topping stageshow opens 
Friday (23). 


Gee-Gees Dent L’ ville; 
‘Express’ Okay $12,000, 
‘John’ 116, ‘Story’ 536 


Louisville, May 20. 

Gee-gees ended their 19-day 
meet at Churchill! Downs Saturday 
(17), and left wallets a little flat- 
ter, which is one reason for the sag 
in biz. The large number of drive- 
ins operating this summer, likewise 
is blamed. “Red Ball Express” is 
shaping okay at State to pace city. 
“My Son, John” at Rialto. is next. 
“San Francisco Story” at Mary An- 
derson is fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentacky (Switow) (75% 54-75)— 
“Belles on Toes” (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $3,500 after last week’s nice 
$4,500. 

Mary Auderson (People's) (1.200; 
Francisco Story” 
(Continued on page 18) 
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‘VARIETY‘S’ LONDON OFFICE 
@ St. Martin’s Place, Trataigar Square 


Com’! TV for Britain Eventually 
Gets Govt. Okay; Coin Big Drawhack 


London, May 20. + 


VARIETY 


SWANSON MULLS STAR 
ROLE IN MEX PICTURE 


Mexico City, May 20. 
Gloria Swanson, here to make 13 
TV shorts in English for Cine- 
matografica Tele-Voz (headed by 
Miguel Aleman, Jr., the President’s. 


INTERNATIONAL 11 


J. A. Rank Cinemas Face Prosecution 
For Quota Default; First Vs. Majors 











London, May 20. 





Britain, the last stronghold of 
state monopoly broadcasting, is to 
have sponsored television—even- 
tually. Its introduction may be de- 
jayed for some time because the 


sovernment feels that the capital 
resources are at present for “pur- 
poses of greater national im- 


portance.” This government deci- 
sion, contained in a White Paper 
published last Thursday (15), rep- 
resented a political victory for a 
group of back-bench tories who 
nave been campaigning for com- 
mercial television since the idea 
was nixed by the Beveridge com- 
mission 18 months ago. 

The White Paper. recommenda- 
tions, which also leave the door 
open for new representations by 
the picture industry for theatrical 
TV. will be debated in Parliament 
in the present session so as to en- 
able the new British Broadcasting 
Corp. charter to be ratified by 
July 1 

At this stage, the government 
recommendations for competitive 
TV are stated only in general 
terms. They envisage, however, the 
creation of a controlling body to 
regulate the “conduct” of new sta- 
tions and which would advise on 
appropriate matters. Political and 
religious broadcasting is already 
put on the barred list. 

Gevt. Sees Need For New Stations 

The government recognizes that 
establishment of new TV services 
would require’ new stations and 
studios. The industry is therefore 
urged to design and produce adap- 
tors to make existing receivers 
capable of picking up either the 
BBC or other programs. (With the 
British TV system Operating on a 
single channel every existing re- 
ceiver would have to be adapted 
before it could tune in te an alter- 
native program). 

While making this concession to- 
wards commercial TV, the govern- 
ment does net propose any changes 
in the policy of the BBC. Their 
programs both on sound and video 
will be barred from accepting ad- 
vertising. 


DEFA Lines Up 5 New 
Fiim Prods. to Be Made 
For Commie Audiences 


Berlin, May 13. 

Soviet-licensed DEFA company, 
official East German film producer, 
has five Alm projects, ranging from 
& pure propanganda story on the 
life of Commie hero to a kids’ com- 
edy, set for production. DEFA stu- 
dios, which have not been buzzing 
with activity in recent months, will 
siart production on these new films 
within next four weeks. 

Under the direction of Kurt 
Maetzig, the first installment of the 
Story on the life of Ernst Thael- 
mann will be filmed. Thaelmann is 
German Red idol who came up si- 
multaneously with Hitler, but fell 
when the latter seized power. 

Another of forthcoming pix is 
Bert Brecht’s “Mother Courage,” to 
be done in Agfa-Color with what 
the Communists claim is an an in- 
ternational cast. Wolfgang Staudte, 
one of East Germany’s outstanding 
directors, will do this propaganda 
job. Other three are “It's All the 
Same"; “Main Book of Solvays,” 
story taken from court files, and 

Mischief Makers.” “The Same” 
and “Mischief Makers” will be at- 


som to make Soviet .Zoners 
augh, . 


MEX LEGIT ON UPSWING; 
PREP SIX NEW HOUSES 


Mexico City, May 13. 
Legit theatre biz here is on an 
Upswing. Though only four of the 
five theatres are currently func- 
Honing, they’re doing their best 
trade in many years, and at new 
b.o. seales of 92. to $1.50. 

By end of 1952 there will be two 
_ ® new legit houses operating 
, ‘Te. One is the Teatro Fabregas, 
caring the name of the late legit 








actress, Mme. M. Fabregas, Mexi-| manager in Cuba, Jose del Amo 


Co's 
ma 60 years and was honored by 
"Mexican government. The 
Ai... 8,4 house, a banker, Jose 
“aria Davila, is building in a 


‘ink residential section. 
ore 


? 


theatres are planned to start 
In 1952. That will make 11 


lesit houses here, most in 50 years. 


British Refuse Slater 


Work Permit in Bristol | produced at a 


London, May 20. 
Slater, whose appeal 
a damages award arising 


Ralph 
| against 


| out of a performance in 1948 is 


| pending, has been refused a work 
|permit by the Ministry 
ifor demonstrations in_ Bristol. 
|Originally two dates were can- 
celled because of delay in getting a 
permit, and an alternative one 
night stand next Saturday (24) was 
called off because of the Ministry's 
subsequent refusal. 

Slater declared he had judgment 
and costs against him amounting to 
over $8,900, and his last cash was 
spent on lodging the appeal. He 
had to stay over, but is not only 
without money but is “several thou- 
sand dollars in debt.” He declared 
he could not even get a job as a 
truck driver without a permit. 


High Prices Cut 
Mex Tourist Biz 


Mexico City, May 13. 

Just when U. S. tourist trade was 
making new records it has hit a 
fresh snag, high prices. Local tour- 
ist agencies are worried. They 
admit that the situation is difficult 
despite what the government’s tour- 
ist department is doing to curb 
profiteering, particularly at such 
lush spots as Acapulco. 

Agencies reveal that a slump has 
set in for tourists from Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and California, 
who, while not top spenders, are 
rated important contributors to 
tourist biz. High prices discour- 
aged these visitors, the agencies 
reveal. These tourists are disap- 
pointed about how little the peso 
buys. They cite three buying com- 
parisons between here and home 
that, they contend, makes Mexico 
City cost the same, in some cases 
more, than vacationing in their 
habitats does. 

Agencies stress that these beefs 
don’t mean Acapuleo, where tour- 
ists claim hotels and meals cost 
more than anywhere in the U. S., 
excepting New York City and 
Miami. 


Gieseking Honolulu Date 








Honolulu, May 13. 
Whether or not Walter Gieseking, 
German pianist, will play a single 
Honolulu concert May 25 while en 
route from Indonesia to Canada, 
won’t be settled until he arrives at 
this U. S. entry city May 23. 
George D. Oakley, retired news- 
paper linotyper and, concert im- 
presario with his wife for 16 years, 
under name of Artists Service of 
Honolulv, has 
for a one-nighter at Dillingham 
Hall, Punahou School. U. S. im- 
migration spokesmen here say 
Gieseking’s entry status will be de- 
cided after he arrives here. 
Oakley told Vartety that the 
U. §S.. State Dept. had indicated 
that Gieseking was cleared for a 
five-day stay, including a single 
concert, subject to routine immi- 
gration service entry clearance 
here. Promoter fears controversial 
treatment given the initial news 
break may. “plant seeds of doubt” 
against the- proposed concert. 
Gieseking has been identified 


played for Hitler. He was refused 
permission to give a concert in 
| Carnegie Hall, N. Y., two years ago, 





|after he landed in the U. S. for 
But Oakley points 
Japanese artists 
| have played or performed in Hono- 


| that purpose. 
jout that many 


|lulu since the war. 





Following the 
Henry Weiner as 


Sarah Bernhardt, who trouped| was named to succeed him last | 
Change was disclosed by) 
in | 


| week. 
;Arnold Picker, UA veepee 
|charge of foreign distribution. 

Weiner, who 


| stays with the Cuban organization 
|as special consuitant. Del 


| formerly was assistant manager. 


of Labor | 


In Doubt Due to Nazi Tie 


booked Gieseking™ 


here as a Nazi collaborator who 


Del Amo UA Cuban Mgr. 


resignation of | 
United Artists Amor). Versailles 


had headed UA’s| 
Four | Havana office for some 31 years, 


Amo 


son), is mulling an offer to star 
in “At Dawn.” This féature is being 
cost of $115,000, with 
Emilio Fernandez directing. 

Miss Swanson, who has leased a 
furnished house here for a year, 
plans to establish a branch of her 
Hollywood modiste shop. 


Shows Abroad 


LONDON 


(Week ending May 24) 
(Figures indicate weeks of run) 
“After My Fashion,” Ambssadors (2). 

“And Se te Bed.” Strand (51). 
“Bet Your Life,” Hippodrome (13). 
“Blve for Boy,” Her Majesty’s (77). 
“Cali Me Madame,” Colisseum (10). 
“Deep Bive Sea," Duchess (11). 
“Excitement,” Casino (11). 
“Knights of Madness,”’ Vic Palace (114). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (85). 
“London Laughs,” Adelphi (6). 
“Love of 4 Colonels.” Wvndham (53). 
"Lyric Revue,” Globe (34). 
“Merry Widow,” Stoll (5). 
“Mortimer Touch.” Duke of York (). 
| “Mr. Pickwick,” Westminster (1) 
| “Much Ade Nothing,” Phoenix (19). 
“Other Heart,” Old Vic (5). 
“Paris te Piccadilly.” Prince Wales (6). 
“Penny Plain,” St. Martin (42) 
“Red Letter Day,” Garrick (13). 
“Relative Value,” Savoy (24). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” Whitehall (98). 
*Rendervous;"’ Comedy (3). 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Apollo (98). 
"South Pacific.” Drury Lane (29). 
“Under Sycamore Tree,” Aldwych (4). 
“Waters of Moon,” Haymarket (58). 
“White Sheep Family,” Piccadilly (32). 
“Winter Journey.” St. James’ (8). 
“Young Elizabeth,” New (8). 
“Zip Goes a Million,” Palace (31). 
(CLOSED LAST WEEK) 
“Vortex,” Criterion (5). 
(OPENING THIS WEEK) 
(Figures denote preem dates) 
“King Lear,” Old Vic (19). 
Ruth Draper, Criterion (20). 
“Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville 








(21), 





AUSTRALIA 


(Week ending May 19) 
“Peep Show," Royal, Sydney. 
“Kiwis,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Don Giovanni,” Tivoli, Sydney. 
“The Fether.” Mercury, Sydney. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,’ Majesty's. Melbourne. 
“Seagulls Over Serrento,” Comedy, Mel- 

bourne. 

“Swen Lake,” Princess, Melbourne. 
“Ne Trees Street,” Tivoli, Mel- 


bourne. 
PARIS 


(Week ending April 26) 
“Amant de Mme. Vidal.” Antoine. 
“Back Street,“ Fontaine. 

“Caprices de Vichneu,” Etoile. 

“Ce Solr @ Samarkand,” Renaissance. 
“Chanteur de Mexico,” Chatelet. 
“Congres de Clermont,” Potiniere. 
“Cuisine des Anges,” Ambassadeurs. 
“Derniers Outrages.” Vieux Colombie. 
“Don d‘Adele,” Wagram. 

“Eternal Meri,” Gaite Montparnasse. 
“Etranges Camarades,” Montceau. 
"Grande Rove,” St. Georges. 
“Heritiere,” Mathurins. 

“Jesus ia Cailte,” Gramont. 

“J}'y Suis |I’y Reste,”” Gymnase. 
“La Feville de Vigne,” Madeleine. 
“Liaisons Dangereuses,” Gaston Baty. 
“Lersque VEnfant Parait,” Nouveautes. 
“Men Mari et Toi.“ Capucines. 
“Moulin de ta Galette,” Michodiere. 
“Nult des Rois,” Ambigu. 

“Occupe Minimum,” Palais Royal. 
“Ombre Chere,” Edouard VII. 

“On ne volt pas les Coeurs,” Rochefort. 
“Pays du Souririe,” Gaite Lyrique. 
“Plein Feu,” Empire. 

“Profanateur,” Hebertot. 

“Quarante et Quatre,” Michei. 
“Resurecction. des Corps,’ Oeuvre. 
“Revue Libertine,” Casino de Paris. 
“Sur Terre Comme Ciel.” Athenee. 
“Tete des Autres,” Atelier. 

“Tout pour elies,”” Bouffes. 

“Trois Mousquetaires,” Porte St. Mart. 
“Valse Toreadors.” Comedie C-E. 
“Veuve Joyeuse,”” Mogador. 

“Un Vrate Folie,” Folies Bergere, 


IRELAND 


(Week endina May 17) 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Arts, Bel- 


‘ast. 

“My Brother Tom,” Group. Belfast. 
“Hamlet,” Opera House, Cork. 
“Eriends and Relations,”” Abbey, Dublin. 
“Venus Observed,” Gate, Dublin. 


SCOTLAND 
(Week ending May 24) 
“The Day’s Mischief,“ Alhambra, Glas- 





gow. 
“Sprigs Shillelagh,”” Metropole, Glasgow. 
“Bless the Bride,” King’s. Glasgow. 
“The Millionairess,” King’s, Edinburgh. 


BUENOS AIRES 


“Mother-in-Law Is a Fury” (Mi Suegra 
(Week ending May 17) 
Fiera), Apolo. 





es Una : 
“Tears Also Dry” (Las lagrimas tambien 
se Secan), Ateneo. 
“Song From Spain” (De Espana Mego 
una Cancion), Argentino. 
“When Ghosts Hunt Pertridge”’ (Cuando 
los Duendes Cazan Perdices). Astral. 
“Wrong Love” (El Mal Amor), Casino. 
“F.B8." (F.B.), El Nacional. 
“Perversity” (Perversidad), Empire. — 
“Whirtpeel” (Torrente), San Martin. 
“Jezrabel” (Jezebel), Lasalle. 
“Cousin is Mad” (fi Prima Esta Loca), 
Cervantes. 
“Medea” (Medea), Nuévo. 
“Espousals ef Bleed” (Badas de Sangre), 


Odeon. 

“7 Cries in Sea” (Site Gritos en el Mar), 
Politeama. é 
| “Men in My Life’ (Hombres en mi 
| Vida), Smart. 

"Saint Eugenie” (Santa Eugenia), Pue- 


blo 
“Eyes Full of Love” (Ojos Lienos de 





| 


| “Error of Being Alive” (El Error de Es- 
| tar Vivo), Liceo. 


MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending May 3) 
“wmedea,” Bellas Artes. 
“Husband Has Complexes,” Sala Chopin. 
“Golden Isies.”” Colon. 
"Counts of Clerambard,” Caracol. 
“Little Spanish Girl In N. Y.,” Ideal. 
“Pharen’s Court,” Arbeau. 
“La Soif.’ Moliere. 
“Lady's Not For Burning,” Bolivar. 





i 
| 





| Festival Ballet Set For 


| London Six-Week Season 
London, May 13. 
The Festival Ballet, of which 
Anton Dolin is artistic director 
and star, is to play a six-week sum- 
|mer season at the Royal Festival 


| Hall, under the joint management | 


| of Julian Braunsweg and the Lon- 
|don County Council. 
| In order 


concert ballet and to give the com- | 


| pany the advantages of full thea- 
| tre presentation, a- proscenium is 
being: installed in Festival Hall 
which will enable the use of spe- 
cially designed scenery. 

The Festival Ballet company of 
40 headed by Nathalie Leslie, 
Sonia Arova, Belinda Wright, John 
Gilpin and Oleg Briansky, will be 
supplemented by guest artists dur- 
ing the season. A full symphony 
orchestra is also being engaged. 


BBC Threat To 
Pix ‘Holdouts 


London, May 20. 
A warning to the British picture 
industry, that unless it gets film 
supplies for TV from normal trade 
svurces it would be forced to go 
elsewhere, has been made by the 
British Broadcasting Corp. BBC 
figures to need at least 104 pix 
annually to fill screen time in 
afternoon programs, plus an wn- 

stated number for night shows. 
BBC is not asking for, nor does 
it expect to get, new commerci®l 
films but would welcome a supply 





have exhausted their commercial 
run. All attempts to get such prod- 
uct had been negatived by the ex- 
hibitor attitude not to book any 
films that had a TV airing. Be- 
cause of that edict, distribs were 
reluctant to enter into negotiations 
for the films needed. 


and film supplies could not be 
obtained, the BBC will look else- 
where to get available product, or 
get films especially made for TV. 

From the BBC standpoint, there 
was no suggestion of offering a 
quid pro quo. It merely wanted 
to enter into normal commerci>] 
undertakings for the hire of films. 

Although trade policy will be de- 
termined by the REP (renters-ex- 
hibitors-producers) committee, ex- 
hib delegates received their in- 
structions at last Wednesday’s (14) 
genepal council meeting when they 
were told to stand by their previ- 
ous objections. 





Hinge ‘Zapata’ Playdates 


Mexico City, May 13. 

It is entirely up to 20th-Fox 
whether or not “Viva Zapata” plays 
in Mexico. 
Lopez, director of the National 
Cinematographic Board, in an- 
nouncing that the censors will okay 
“Zapata” for all Mexican playdates 
if scissoring it ordered is done. The 
cuts, the NBC chief explained, are 
intended to make the pic accept- 
able to Mexicans. 

Saying® that, on the whole, he 
considers “Zapata” a good pic, Lo- 
pez elaborated. 

“But as Americans are not ex- 
pected to know Mexican history 
they present Zapata (Gen. Emili- 
ano Zapata, apostle of agrarianism 
and a figure in the Mexican Revo- 
lution, 1910-23) as a sublime per- 
sonage in contrast to President 
Madero (Gen. Francisco I. Madero, 
top apostle of the revolution and 
first revolvtionary president who 
was assassinated in the local peni- 
tentiary in 1913) whom they pre- 
sent as a weakling, lacking charac- 
| ter and nervous.” : 


Goth’s Italo Stints 


Milan, May 13. 
Trudy Goth, director of N. Y.’s 
Choreographers Workshop, is com- 








prepping for the Italian bow of the 
|N. Y. City Ballet in Milan May 19. 
| She'll stay in Milan a while to 
| work with the local TV station on 
dance, pantomime and children’s 
shows. 


to break away from | 


of prestige British productions that | 


If the industry attitude persists | 


In Mex on 20th Cuts. 


So said Jesus Castillo | 


muting between here and Florence | 


A substantial number of film the- 
atres controlled by J. Arthur 
Rank’s .two circuits, Odeon and 
|Gaumont British, are likely to be 
prosecuted for quota default A 
recommendation to this effect from 
the defaults sub-committee of the 
Films Council is to be submitted 
to a full meeting of that panel 
soon. This would be the first time 
| legal action has been taken against 
a major group under the 1948 
| Films Act although a number of 
indies were brought befere the 
courts. 

While recommending legal ac- 
tion against the Rank circuits, the 
defaults committee has . accepted 
the plea of the Associated British 
group that its inability to fulfill 
the. quota in 23 situations was for 
reasons beyond its control. The 
Films Council will be urged not to 
[take any legal action against this 
company. 

A similar plea made for the Em- 
| pire, Leicester Square (Metro's 
| London show window), also found 
|favor with - the sub-committee. 
Questions in regard to defaults at 
|this theatre were raised in the 
House of Commons last session by 
Woodrow Wyatt, Labor M.P., and 
Board of Trade prexy when inti- 
mated that the question of prosecu- 
tion was under consideration. 


Meantime the Films Council an- 
nual report, published last Tues- 
day (13), expresses serious concern 
over the number of defaults, par- 
ticularly for the supporting quota, 
with many theatres screening less 
than 10% British instead of the 
stipulated 25%. The Council re- 
ports that it has advised the BOT 
'to make energetic examination of 
}1950-51 defaults as soon as pos- 
sible. 














‘Buenos Aires Film Biz 


| Way Up Despiie Coin 
| Dearth; ‘Affair’ 416 Top 


Buenos Aires, May 13. 


Film biz is booming here. The 
public reputedly does not have as 
much money to spend as formerly, 
and is not attending nightclubs at 
the usual gait. At any rate, patron- 
age at cinemas is soaring. Last 
weekend was one of the biggest in 
recent months. Progress Saturday 
nicht along Calle Lavalle fiim row, 
where there are more film theatres 
than any place else in the world 
was virtually halted. People were 
hardly able to move because of the 
yen to get into cinemas of their 
choice. : 


“Love of Carmen” (Col) is the 
most recent top grosser, piling up 
$19,500 in the first week. It is 
doing excellent business in the sec- 
ond round, and continuing to rake 
in nifty grosses in the third week. 
“September Affair” (Par) grossed 
$41,000 in the first two weeks at 
the Gran Rex Theatre and in the 
first frame at the Broadway, where 
| it is still holding. 
| There have been few releases 
this week because of the spate of 
| holdover. It is probable that “Joan 
/of Are” (RKO) and “Cyrano” (UA), 
|which are pending release, will 
| have to be postponed until later in 
, the month or in June. 


TV CRIME SHOWS HIT 
BY SCOTTISH CHURCH 


| Edinburgh, May 20. 
Bitterest attack yet on TV has 
| been made here by the Free 
'Churech of Scotiand, calling for a 
| ban on murder and mayhem on 
the television screens. It quotes 
an American survey showing that 
'692 crimes were committed on 
| television. programs broadcast by 
seven Los Angeles stations. 

“Of these,” says the Scot church, 
“127 were murders, 101 justifiable 
killings, 357 attempted murders, 93 
| kidnappings, 11 jail breaks and 
three hot-iron brandings of men. 
| Programs specially built for chile 
dren presented 82% of the 
viorence.” ’ 

This is the medium of instruc- 
tion and entertainment that has 
been introduced to Scotland by a 
flourish of trumpets, says the 
church. The Free Church of Scot- 
land normally attacks pix. Recently 
it has turned its guns on television. 
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—__e 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 
h both cavort.in the jungle, “Bomba” positively must not be 
as “Tarzan” or any of his relatives, Monogram International 
warns its distributors through its current house organ: “A rather 
unfortunate incident with one of oureforeign distributors who released 
3 ‘Bomba’ subject starring Johnny Sheffield under the title of ‘Bomba, 
Son of Tarzan,’ compels us to issue a notice at this time that, under 
no circumstances, may the word ‘Tarzan’ be used in any of the titles 
“apart from the purely ethical issues of misrepresentation to exhib- 
itors and public alike,” the bulletin states, “it should be emphasized 
that the use of the word ‘Tarzan’ has not and cannot be authorized by 
ys. We have been informed that offenders in this connection are liable 
to legal action by the Burroughs-Tarzan estate, and by the producers 
and distributors of the Tarzan motion pictures.” 


Althou 
gsed 0 





Curious.aspect of .Edward Small’s new. distribution contract with 


| United Artists is that he has Samuel Briskin and Sol Lesser associated 


with him in production of one of the 13 films called for under the UA 


pact. The single pic in which. all three will have an interest, and which 


| will go through UA under the Small banner, will be “Kansas City 117.” 





It goes before the cameras on June 2, with John Payne and Coleen 


Gray in the leads. 
The originally-proj 
teaming of Small, Lesser and Briskin; that is, they’d form a joint pro- 
duction unit and would release through UA. Negotiations. progressed 
considerably on the initial film, “Kansas City,” and for that reason all 


ected arrangement was a long-term, multiple-pic | 


three film-makers will be connected with it. 
rangement fell apart after this one film was covered in the talks. 


However, the whole ar- 





Cash prizes, usually awarded to film salesmen during annual sales 
drives, has run into Government red tape, with approval of the Wage 
Stabilization Board necessary before the coin can be distributed. 

As a consequence film company lawyers and accountants are being | 


consulted. 


Especially careful attention is being given to the wording | 


of the sales literature that is sent to staffers in the various field offices. 
Since the WSB considers the prizes as wage bonuses, special per- 


mission from the Board is required. 























~-French Import, ‘Loan’ Deal 


Continued from page 7 











can industry more dollars than. at | through trade or commodity deals 
present, but all have other restric-| or via the black or gray market 
tions attached to them. All of | would entail a considerably greater 
them reportedly in one way or an-| discount than 1244%. So the coin 


other also contemplate some form | going to IFE theoretically is cost- | 


of promotion of French pix in the 
U. S., a la the Italian deal. 


ing the Americans little or noth- 
ing. 


A second plan provides for lim. | All four of the feur alternate 
itation to 100 imports, ne “loans,” | French proposals are said to be| 
with remittances of $1,200,000 | complex, with 12 or 14 clauses | 


yearly permitted, plus free conver- 


tibility of the current fiscal year’s | American 


each. They were worked out by the 
team repping MPAA, | 


Hartford Times Seminar 


Hartford, May 20. 

Ronald Reagan, president of the 
Screen Actors Guild, has been 
added to the speakers program of 
the second Hartford Times picture 
industry symposium here June 4. 
Eric A. Johnston, president of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
will be the keynote speaker. 

Main objective of the symposium 
will be a discussion of the common 





ing editors and motion picture 


Adds Reagan as Speaker | 





City Investing 


Continued from page 4 








2a ese nceeen 
| 30% fee plus a bonus for the front 


money after recoupment. In the 
new deal the distribution rights are 
secondary in that Dowling has 
bought an actual stake in the nega- 
tives and thus will share any profits 
derived throughout the world. 





i | Dowling has a secondary advan- | 
ailments of the industry and their | tage in his interest in the pix since | Ronde,” will be shown in New 

relation to the newspaper field. To | in that way he can assure their | York State rests with the Appellate 
| this end many publishers, manag-| playing Cl-owned houses if desir-| Division of the 


able. 


‘Tllicit Love’ No 
Grounds for Pic 
Ban, Sez Distrib 


Albany, May 20. 
Whether the French film, “La 





N. Y. Supreme 


Tompany owns the Astor, ' Court, which reserved decision last 


| editors from Connecticut and West-! Victoria and Bijou on Broadway. | week on a petition to compel the 
ern Massachusetts, as well as film | The Lopert corporation, in which| State Board of Regents to grant a 


industry execs from both coasts, 
have been invited to attend. 


GPE-Scophony 


Continued from page 4 




















ed development of Scophony sets. 
“In our opinion,” Hines wrote, 
“many of the reports which are be- 
ing made public as to the rapid de- 
velopment of commercial television 
are being made for promotional 
purposes and sound. better than the 
facts would warrant.” 


Paglin also offered evidence to 
show that GPE held back Bell & 
Howell Co., motion picture equip- 
ment-makers, from manufacturing 
Seophony receivers. A letter from 


| Levey to Hines under date of June 


7, 1945, stated: “Almost a year has 
elapsed without any progress re- 
ported by you, while, at the same 
time, you refuse to permit Bell & 


Howell to proceed—notwithstand- | 


ing that it would be in the best in- 
terests of this corporation (Sco- 
phony) to allow Bell & Howell to 
proceed along the lines of their 
written proposal, i.e., to spend 
$200,000 in refinement and tooling 
up for the Supersonic home set, 
which should produce substantial 
cated they would also d@velop a 
supplemental model — combining 
the Scophony Supersonic TV pro- 
jector with an 8m or 16m film pro- 
jector, which they do_ believe 


accruals. |SIMPP and the U. S. E » ir, |Should prove a popular model for 
aie ‘ |s . S. Embassy 
Still another alternative would Paris, with a special ee hing | home, schools, churches and the 
permit unrestricted imports, but pointed by the French government | like.” 
provides a domestic production | and made up of film financiers and| Levey also brought out that 


subsidy of 10% of earnings of the 


| 
| 


execs, 


|General Electric was interested in 


i hang ys , a reese ee ng Johnston, who headed up the |the Scophony Supersonic home 
0 pix in some reports) and 15% | 1," ¢ group, was aided by John| receiver. In December, 1944, he 
. all phplainesnne imports. In ad- | McCarthy, director of the | reminded Hines, he reported to 
tee eat oon could take out | MPAA’s international division. and | t®¢ Scophony board that GE “feels 
ér2/o Of current year’s accruals | 1, Alfred Crown, sales chief for|., Moreover, Bell & Howell indi- 
now blocked, said to amount to| .” * n, Sales cnler {01 


about $4,000,000. 

France last year permitted the 
American companies to elean up 
all balances to June 30. Current 
earnings after that went into a 
“capital account.” Companies could 
sell francs in this account under 
certain conditions at the free mar- 
ket rate, but that was cut off in 
January. 

See Yanks Looking Askance 

Objections to the Italian deal— 
that it would’ provide an objection- 
able pattern for other countries— 
having proved true, it is antici- 
pated that Yank film men are go- 
Ing to look doubly askance at the 
Proposed French arrangement. 
Principal objection to the Rome 
pact came from SIMPP on the 
basis that it was a bad policy to 
call the “loan” for promotion any- 
thing other 


the case of both France and Italy, 
the “loan” is theoretically return- 
able, but no one really expects 
ever to get the coin back. 


r than the tax which | 
SIMPP claimed it actually was. In | 


| 


| Samuel Goldwyn, repping SIMPP. 


| 


| went directly to Washington and 





McCarthy and Crown remained in 
Europe, while Johnston returned 
to New York Saturday (17). He 


will return to New York today for 
the MPAA session. 
| 








Foreign Freeze 
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ed both production budget and dis- 
tribution economies. The 
start thus obtained on the domestic 
b.o. slough-off is seen now as hav- 
ing contributed to building up a’ 
fiscal reserve that is giving the in- 
dustry strength in meeting pres- 
ent and future crises. } 

Blessing-in-disguise which 
bleak days of four and five years 
ago have proved to be has occurred 
purely coincidentally as far as the | 
film biz is concerned. The fact that | 
much of the money iced abroad has | 
now come home is the work of Joe | 


head | 


Italo pact make o net | Stalin as much as anyone. The 
earnings remiiaai 50% Ae ienal | Communist threat has sent U. S. 


Tale, freezes 25% (subject to trade 
or commodity deals) and puts the 
ioaining 25% in a loan fund. Of 
ne latter, 1244% goes directly to 
thacstic producers to help finance 
eir films and the other 1242% 
_— to Italian Film Export, which 
eg set _up to aid Italian pix 
: the U. S. There is no restriction 
. the number of Hollywood films 

- may be sent into Italy. 
as he 121% to IFE is expected 
¥ that outfit (to which 83 Italian 
Producers belong) to provide al- 
shar $3,000,000 during the two- 
Only period of the Italo-U. S. pact. 
a a relatively small part is go- 
— J into actual publicity and pro- 
hon in America. The remainder 
ins used as a loan fund to 
for. pea, distribs pay advances 
ond Product to Italian producers 

‘o dub and subtitle pix. 

peat OK on Dollar-Cents 

rom, Seal_is viewed favorably 
‘ ; 4 dollars-and-cents standpoint 
_ 'e Yank distribs. Basically, it 
pnts to allowing them.to remit 
of their earnings at a 1242% 


scount. 
Since 


remitting them 


— 





government dollars into many cor- 
ners of the world with the result 
that foreign countries have had 
the wherewithal to square away 
better their import-export balances. 


Not to be lost sight of, however, 
in addition the contributions of | 
Uncles Joe and Sam, is the ex- 
treme ingenuity that foreign de- | 
partments of the majors and of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica have displayed in extracting 


the — 


that the Scophony Supersonic re- 


|ceiver may well provide, after re- 
better | 


finements, a cheaper and 
way of projecting a large TV pic- 
ture for the home than the cathode 
ray projection set which is still in 
a development stage and has many 
snags, including dangerous high 
voltages, and even if our set 
eventually proves more expensive, 


|GE believes it will have a very 


substantial market.” In the same 
letter to Hines, Levey added: “You 


| will recall that Paul Raibourn said 


the radio industry ‘feared’ the 
Scophony Supersonic home set.” 


ie ouee to Scophony. 











Skiatron Pictures 
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mass-produce the projector to re- 
tail at $199.50 to receive VHF or 
UHF and, with minor adjustments, 
color telecasts. He said Skiatron 
intends to manufacture sets itself 
and to license others to produce 
them. He said the company hopes 
to hold demonstrations 
York for the trade and public in 
the fall and to have sets on the 
market in the winter. 

Levey predicted that the Super- 
sonic projector will ultimately dis- 
place the present cathode ray tube 
receiver because of size of picture 
it provides and clarity of image, 
which can be viewed from any 
angle. Large-size, direct-view tubes, 
he said, are costly, take up much 
space, and require high voltages. 





coin and in not letting it get so 
frozen that it could never be 
thawed. 


Overseas earnings of U.S. pix | 


in domestic currencies have con- 
tinued to grow since the war. Con- 
version of these earnings into dol- 
lars failed to perk on any large 
scale until 1951, when overseas 
monies received by U. S. distribs 
were second highest in history. As 
domestic grosses have faller con- 
tinuously during the same period, 
percentage of overall income rep- 
resented by foreign coin has grown 


and the likelihood is that it will | 


continue to do so. Thus the dark 


That’s a very good rate, | overseas cloud may be lined with 
either , silver for years to come. 


But the trend, he pointed out, is 
to a larger picture. 

Instead of picture tube, he ex- 
plained, the Supersonic projector 
relies on a small ultrasonic cell 
the diameter of’a half dollar, and 
about four inches long. This cell 
contains a liquid and Jenses which 
transmit the {mage from the pro- 
gram source. 

Levey said that since its licenses 
were freed from Par and GPE by 
the consent decree of 1949, Skiat- 
ron has been preparing to manu- 
facture the Supersonic projector 
for home and theatre TV. Further 
|developments involving 
‘tion plans, he said, should be an 
}nounced soon. 





in New| 


CI in a major stockholder, 


op-| license for the picture. Board has 


erates art houses in other cities, so | refused to permit exhibition of the 


CI may profit also through the pix | feature on the ground that 


going to them. 
Korda, incidentally, may have an 


|extra advantage in the deal, inas-| 


it is 
|“immoral” and would “tend to cor- 
irupt morals.” 


Petition was submitted by Com- 


|much as he is a shareholder in Lo-| mercial. Pictures Corp., which is 


|pert Films. He got the stock as 


| part of the ararngement by which | U. S. 
|Lopert put up the $1,080,000 for | court 


| the original 13 pix. 

United Artists is also likely to 
i'reap an unexpected profit out of 
ithe whole thing, as Lopert Films 
will probably not distribute the 
three new pix, but turn them over 


|} to UA, as it did with “Cry,” “Out- | 


jcast” and “Hoffmann.” As _ with | 
|them, Lopert is likely to handle | 
;}only roadshowing or a few early 


;}dates. Lopert profits through a 
|small override on the UA distribu- 
tion fee. 


| ‘Latuko” Okay 
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| rested the theatre manager and 


|two projectionists on May 9, re- 
ceived the restraining order at 
\3 p.m. The film was on the the- 
|atre’s screen at 3:30 p.m. Theatre 
| had to obtain another, print of the 


Counsel George Astley requested 
that the police be permitted to hold 
the original print until he received 
instructions whether or not to ap- 
peal the case. 





|‘‘Latuko” in court yesterday morn- 
| ing, asserted that although the men 
|in the film are naked, they are not 
|shown in any attitude or function 
to which exception might justifi- 
ably be taken. “‘In my opinion,” he 


the film.” He termed the nudity an 
“inconsequential factor in an ab- 
sorbing and _ instructive docu- 
mentary film.” 

Meanwhile, the theatre manager, 
John Hart, and the projectionists, 
George Stone and Paul Kearny, 
out on $1,000 bail each, are sched- 
uled to appear in Magistrate’s 
Court tomorrow (Wed.) on charges 
of “showing an indecent and ob- 
scene film.” Attorney Hood indi- 
cated that he would waive a hear- 
ing for the trio, which, in effect, 
sends the case to the grand jury. 
In the light of Judge Freund’s de- 
cision, it’s figured that no inGict- 
ment is likely. 

“Latuko,’” made by Edgar M. 
Queeny, chairman of the board of 
Monsanto Chemical Co., depicts 
the life and customs of the Latuko 
tribe in Equatorial Africa. It has 
been shown in 200 communities in 
the far west and midwest, as well 
|as at the Museum. It was recently 
| banned in New York State. 


bi Arbitration 


t-— Continued from page 5 


Herman M. Levy. general counsel 
for the Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica. The group gave four solid 
days to formulation of the specifics 
in the proposed system, such as 
the extent of monetary awards 
which may be given by arbiter 
panels and clarification on how 
runs, clearances and bidding com- 
plaints will be handled. Their 
‘recommendations were turned 
'over yesterday to a drafting com- 
mittee whose job is to put the de- 
tailed arbitration plan into legal 
phraseology. They hope to have 
this ready by June 10, or well in 
advance of the all-trade conclave 
on June 16. 

Levy stressed that there was an 
absence of any discord during the 
four days of meetings among his 























at any of the sessions, which may 
tor may not be-meaningful. 


mind could find any depravity in | 


film since Assistant Corporation | Daniel 


Judge Freund, who viewed) 


distributing “La Ronde” in the 
In arguinents before the 
last Wednesday (14), the 
| firm's attorney, Mrs. Florence Per- 
|low Shientag, charged that the 
| Regents’ action in banning the film 
|was “arbitrary.” Although conced- 
ing the picture deals with “illicit 
love,” she declared this was not 
sufficient: cause for denial of a 
| license. F 

“We have had subjects dealing 
| with illicit love,” Mrs. Shientag 
| pointed out, since the Greek trage- 
| dies and Shakespearean plays. ‘La 


| Ronde,” she added, is “satirical, 
| witty and of great artistic in- 
tegrity.”” Moreover, no complaint 


| has been made to any exhibitor in 
{nine other states where the pic- 
ture has already been screened. 
Court, incidentally, witnessed a 
| private screening of “La Ronde” 
also on Wednesday at the request 
| of Commercial Pictures. Produced 
by Sacha Gordine, the film is based 
* allie: a play by Arthur Schnitzler. 
It stars Anton Walbrook, 
Darrieux, Simone 
Gelin. 


Studio Visits 
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Daniele 
Simon and 


| 


























exhibitors earlier this month in 
Culver City. The majority, if not 


| all, of the visitors returned to their 


bailiwicks steamed up about the 
upcoming product and pledged 


| they'd follow through with greater 


said, “only a narrow or unhealthy | 


effort in promoting the pix. 

The M-G junket clearly copped 
an abundance of attention within 
the trade. Other film outfits are 
now studying the costs and values 
received with the view of possibly 
adapting the idea for their own 
use. 


Conference of production top- 
pers and key theatremen across the 
country will be held in L. A. next 
fall under the aegis of the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations. 
COMPO held its first such seminar 
last year and all participants 
agreed that the exchange of knowl- 
edge anent public tastes in film 
entertainment, and otherwise up- 
beating the b.o., proved beneficial. 





Mpls. Exhibs Cheered- 
Minneapolis, May 20. 
Metro’s “See and Believe” con- 
clave has inspired two of its Min- 
neapolis exhibitor guests to spread 
a spirit of optimism regarding ex- 
hibition’s future prospects and to 








rally the area’s theatreowners and 
managers to the utmost showman- 
ship efforts. 

Back from the conclave, Harry 
|B. French, Minnesota Amus. Co, 
| (United Paramount Theatres) pres- 
ident, and Bennie Berger, North 
Central Allied head, lost no time 
in acquainting managers and fellow 
exhibitors with the “marvelous” 
product coming up from Metro 
which, if other companies “even 
partially duplicate,” as expected, 
“is sure to revive the boxoffice.” 

Both French and Berger say that 
the product Metro put on display 
for conclave guests and the words 
of cheer from the company ex- 
‘ecutives have given them renewed 
confidence regarding the ability 
of pix to combat TV’s inroads. 





Weitman for More Coast Hops 

Metro’s hosting of the studio 
conclave for exhibs proved its 
value in terms of industry-wide 
confidence in the future and other 
companies would do well to copy 
'from the idea, Robert Weitman, 





group, which intluded counsel for| United Paramount Theatres v.p., 
|the various film companies. Allied | said in a letter to UPT field per- 
produc- | States failed to have a single rep) sonnel. 


Copies of the letter were sent 
to various distribution execs. 
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The picture chosen for the Reunion in 
of Missouri’s famed 35th Division! 7 
(President Truman’s World War] outfit) th 
Simultaneously in 3 Springfield theatres | . 


and 150 houses in the surrounding area! ;. 
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"Amusement Stock Quotations 


(For the Week Ending Tuesday (20) 


Weekly 
Vol. in 
100s 
N. ¥. Stock Exchange 
ABC ¢4-~ eee et = 4 61 
CBS, “A” .ssceeetececes 28 
CBS, “B” ..cescececess++ 30 
Col. Pic. i. e2¢e's Checece 8 
Decca .. .-+-+eeeseeeees 23 
Eastman Kodak ......... 195 
LOCW'S |. : sd veeweveees > 81 
ParaMOunt. ....4-aeeee--- 30 
PHIICO .. -sbveveevceveeces 72 
RCA a pe Weee se Wees'es 295 
RKO Pictures: «..+..-....- 162 
RKO Theatres. s...«-.-.. 98 
Republic Pet eeiae bas « 30 
Rep.. pid... .%.- Heawecccs. 2 
20th-FOxX . 52k eden - re 48 
Yn. Par.. Teivelewvi'ceess. 738 
Univ 4 tub eds Be ees 0% 22 
Univ. ple is cet cees seve % | 
Warner BFOB . 0. dccctees.s 38 
Font. caeee eso Ch 0 08 31 
N. ¥-e Curb Exchange 
Dis Mem wicca s Weeedetes 0s 110 
MOnogralds.s «. wrese-0e 42 
Technicolor... .. ; 20 


Over-the-Counter Securities 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe).. 
Cinecolor 
U A. Theatres 
Walt Disney 


ee ee 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 

















year. The original 1938 release pro- 
duced $8,100,000, of which $4,200,- 
000 came from domestic (U.S. and 
Canada) rentals. The 1944 reissue 
brought $2,500,000 worldwide, of 
which $1,500,000 was domestic. 

On the other hanu, tele is be- 
coming increasingly attractive to 
Disney as far as his shorts are con- 
cerned. The 18 a year which he 
continues to distribute through 
RKO are unprofitable to him and 
becoming more so as production 
costs continue to rise and the 
shorts market gets worse. 

The live-action series which Dis- 
ney started in England several 
years ago is proving very profit- 
able, aside from the fact that they 
thaw all his frozen sterling there. 
First of them, “Treasure Island,” 
which went into release_in August, 
1950, cost $1,750,000. Jt has earned 
in domestic distribution alone 
about $2,250,000, having played be- 
tween 9,000 and 10,000 contracts so 
far. It is also doing well in foreign. 

The second of the British series, 
“Robin Hood,” will go into release 
this coming August and another 
one starts shooting shortly. It is 
“When Knighthood Was in Flow- 
er,” with Richard Todd and Glynis 
Johns starred. Next Hollywood- 
made cartoon feature is ‘Peter 
Pan,’ which is slated for distri- 
bution next February. 

The $2,000,000 which appears 
likely for the current “Snow 
White” reissue will be largely prof- 
it, since the negative cost has long 
since been amortized, of course. 
Major charges against it are 25% 
distribution fee paid RKO, plus 
$240,000 for new Technicolor prints 
(400 at $600 each). Publicity and 
advertising must also come out. 

Tremendous advance publicity 
on “Robin Hood” is being obtained 
with a 15-minute 16m pic, “The 
Riddle of Robin Hood,” which Dis- 
hey is providing to schools for free. 
It will have had about 2,000 book- 
ings by the time schools close, with 
an average of 500 students figured 
at each showing. 

One hundred prints have been 
made up of the black-and-white 
Subject, which shows the making 
of the feature, including research, 


. Planning, rehearsals, set construc- 


tion and the actual shooting. 

“Snow White” reissue is expected 
to up earnings for 1952 to compare 
favorably with last year, prexy Roy 
0. Disney reported this week in 
the company’s six-month statement 
for the period ending March 29. 
The half-year showed a serious de- 
Cline, profits being $19,980 (3c a 
Share on the 652,840 common out- 
Standing) as against $201,914 (30c 
4 share) last year. 

Part of the decline was ac- 
Counted for, Disney said, by write- 
offs on some old features and by 
Cost increases which cut profits on 
shorts, Exee added that revenue 
from publications and character 
Merchandising, comic strips and 
Music was holding up to ’51 levels, 
“hich was helping meet increased 
Cots of current production. 

Producer's share of film rental, 
eporl disclosed, was $1,749,771 on 


‘Snow White’s’ Big Reissue Coin 
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features for the six months ended 


March 29, as against $1,089,313 for | 
similar period last year. Shorts in- | 
to $850,423 from | 
Income from li- | 


come was up 
$306,944 in 1951. 
censing and other subsidiary rights 


588. 
What chopped away at _ the 
profits was the increase in cost of 


the films, represented by amortiza- | 
tion. It jumped from $770,148 last | 


year to $1,784,186 this semester for 
features, and from $168,172 to 
$706,387 for shorts. General admin- 
istrative and_ selling. expenses 
soared from $470,662 to $644,854, 
and $34,956 of writeoffs were taken 
for an abandoned production. 











Continued from page 5 


first quarter of 1952 were $1,805,- 
000 as compared to $2,459,000 for 
the same period of 1951. With 
capital gains, the figures for the 
two quarters are $2,049,000 and 
$2,791,000, respectively. 

UPT topper disclosed that there 
has been a seasonal dip in attend- 
ance during the second quarter of 
this year. He declared that it has 
been more noticeable this year and 
that biz in the second quarter is 
about 342% below that of the same 
period of 1951. He asserted that 
UPT was making a drive in its the- 
atres for May and June to stimu- 
late attendance, and that he hoped 
that by the end of the quarter the 





at the same point last year. 

As aresu\t of fluctuating biz con- 
ditions, Goldenson said he could 
not make a specific answer on the 
question of dividends.. He declared 
that the declaration and payment 
of dividends would be determined 
by the board in the light of overall 
conditions. He stressed, however, 


icy of UPT “will continue to be as 
liberal as possible in the payment 
of dividends.” 
Diversified Investment 
UPT chief pointed out that the 


company was pursuing a policy of 
diversified investment in the 
amusement, communications and 


electronics field. He hoped that! 
the merger with American Broad- | 
casting Co. and the investment in 
Microwave Associates would be | 
only the first steps in that direc-| 
tion. He said it appears that the | 
Federal Communications Commis- | 
sion hearings on the ABC merger | 
would be concluded in a few days | 
and that a decision on the merger | 
application was expected before | 
the end of the year. 

In addition to Goldenson, entire 


| slate of current board of directors 
|was re-elected. 
lat the meeting besides Gotdenson | 
|were Robert H. O’Brien, secretary | 
‘and treasurer; 
|v.p., and general counsel, and John | 


Directors present | 


Walter W. Gross, | 


A. Coleman, partner in the broker- | 
age firm of Adler, Coleman & Co. 


increased to $1,238,792 from $961,- | 


attendance rate would equal that | 


that the company is in a strong, 
financial condition and that the pol- | 





eS _______ 


| 4A’s Board | 











Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
High Low Close Change member for each 106 members. 
: for week Board members would be nomi- 
nated according to talent cate- 
97% 92% 9% — 2, | Sories. Untii a census is taken, the 
945, ° 34 34%4°°: — %__ | Split-up would be: 44% actors, 31% 
3414 3314 $4%°°° 4 % ;dancers, 20% singers, 7% an- 
121% 1236 1234 — 1 |hounceds, 5% specialty acts and 
84 8 Bry 3% concert-opera. Board’s composi- 
4334 425% 3 iuards tion would be 45% in the east, 20% 
16% 157 157% Be! ¥: from the midwest and 35° from | 
271% 26 261% ans he the Coast. ’ 
2914 231%, 2915 4 WV Officers would be a president, 
2634 2512 26 ial five veepees, a treasurer and a re- 
4lg 4 4 Rg cording secretary. They would be | 
334 314 31% i Site elected py the national board from 
414 44 4% its own members. Board will name 
1034 1024 107% a exec secretary and committees. 
173% 165% 1715 4 Key principals embodied in the 
1714 17 1714 Taq 3 pian are (1) preserving representa- 
12 115, 115% __ 1, |tion of the different kinds of in-| 
5534 58" 5 5834 —114_ |terests of the members, although | 
13% 131% 1314 = setting up a strong united organi- | 
16 733% 76 4134 | zation, and (2) providing greater | 
{centralization than customary in 
. |some union fields. 
15/3 15\% 1558 — 53 | Local unions would have the 
3% 3 31% + %4 power te set rules for their own 
2142 211% 21% —\%4 members, provided they are con- 
Bid Ask sistent with national constitution 
eH Ae, ih 4 44 1 & and national board policy. Locals 
operate 8 dia 1 1% in % | wouldn't be allowed to make rules 
ae 434 534 |“denying employment to members 
wet 5 oa sa. 114 |of other locals.” This is to avoid 


| regulations hitting out at traveling 
| shows. In some respects, setup is 
| similar to that existing in Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, 
which has the national board and 
local autonomy arrangement. 
Splitting Assets 

Ticklish question is that of as- 
sets and treasuries. Total assets 
of five branches are $1,270,000, of 


which 56% belongs to Actors 
Equity. About half the assets are 
cash. Plan enyisages that when 


merger is ratified, each branch 
will give half its treasury to merged 
union, place the rest in trust. After 
one year, national board will sur- 
vey locals to determine former af- 
filiation of members, and the funds 
in trust will be released on a pro- 
|rata basis to the local unions, ac- 
|cording to proportion of the old 
| branches’ memberships residing in 
| the new locals. 


| Old locals would give half their | 


| treasuries to merged national or- 


| ganization, half to the merged 
new local. The Equity Building’s 


| disposition, plan suggested, should 

be left to a committee chosen by 
| Equity Council, with proceeds pos- 
|sibly going to support the Equity 
| Library Theatre. 

Recommended initiation fee 
was $50 for members earning un- 
der $3,000 annually, $100 for those 
earning more. Dues would be $20 
annually payable in advance, plus 
1% of earnings over $2,000 an- 
unally up to $30,000. 

Total income of the five branches 
for 1951 was $1,250,000 and total 
expenses were $1,000,000. It’s fig- 
ured there would be administra- 
tive savings, resulting from 
merger, which could further shave 
expenses. 


20th Stockholders 
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extent that earnings for the first 
half year wifl be, it’s hoped, about 
$1,200,000. First six months of ’51 
brought a net profit of $1,071,000. 
He added he’s “optimistic” about 
the balance of the year, but 
| hastened to say it’s impossible to 
predict the commercial outcome of 
any film any more. 


|mend that the board declare the 
regular 50c dividend for second 


| 


‘will be no greater than 43c per 
share. Fear that 20th would pass 
| its second quarter divvy had been 
expressed in financial and industry 
circles both in N. Y. and the Coast. 

Following divorcement, Skouras 
said his hope is that a regular 
quarterly melon of 25c will be the 
policy of the new film company to 
be formed. Obviously, if National 
Theatres, Inc., achieves the same 
aim, the présent parent outfit’s $2 
annual rate will be maintained, 
since stockholders will receive one 
share of stock in each of the two 
companies for each single share in 
the parent company which they 
now own. 

While confident anent the fu- 
ture, the prexy advised that 20th 
“must undergo a period of drastic 
readjustment, during which the 
management and employees must 
be prepared for sacrifices greater 
than any we _ have heretofore 


Also on the upbeat, as concern-| 
_ing the stockholders, the chief exec | 
told the session fhat he’ll recom- , 


quarter, despite the fact earnings | 


made. Our budget must be sub- 
Stantially reduced from what it is 
today.” it 

_ Key to the better days ahead, 
| in addition to more economical op- 
) eration, lies in television, said 
| Skouras. He said the success of 
home TV will substantially depend 
' on film entertainment and hep Hol- 
lywood producers will be called 
upon to supply it. The programs 
they’ll turn out, he added, will be 
ones specially designed for the 
medium. 

Skouras labeled large-screen TV 
as; in time to come, “the greatest 
boon to theatre attendance in its 
(exhibition's) history.” 

There’s prosperity anew on the 
, horizon, said the 20th topper, but 
“— ask that you exercise patience 
during the period of transition.”’ 





\ 
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‘Ohio Exhib Meet 


Slams Prods. Who 
Sell Pix to Tele 


Cleveland, May 20. 

Hollywood producers who peddle 
films to TV, overpriced films and 
stiff current percentage deals, were 
slugged by exhibs at the first ses- 
sion of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio, holding its three- 
day meeting here. 

Seventeenth annual convention, 
headed by Martin G. Smith of To- 
ledo, opened Monday (19) with a 
parley by the Ohio Drive-in Assn. 


|}under helm of Al Boudouris of To- 


more of its product specifically at' 


jthis audience. 
| It gets back to the old business 
of “more adult pictures.” To which 
the reply is that there have been 
quite a few that could be con 
sidered in that category in the past 
|couple years, some that have done 
| biz and some that haven't. Ques- 
jtion is whether Hollywood can 
|make this type of product and, if 
| it can, do arty audiences patronize 
it or do they take their frequently 
snooty attitude versus anything 
that bears the “Made in U. S. A.” 
mark, without even looking at it. 
Hollywood faces the additional 
| problem of costs. The major stu- 
| dios, at least, can’t afford to limit 
| their sights to any one type of audi- 
lence. Expenses are so high they 
|take the attitude that every pic 
|must be loaded with buckshot so 


I-do, a caravan forum with William 
C. Carroll presiding, and a board of 
directors’ dinner talk. 

_ Smith announced he was resign- 
ing as president after 23 years in 


ithe post because of ill health. He 
| suffered a slight heart attack Sun- 


day. He still felt so weak that his 
speech at yesterday's session .was 
read by Robert A. Wile, secretary. 

“How to boost business and to 
reduce overhead” is the k@ynote of 
the convention. Using data sub- 
mitted by members in unsigned 
questionnaires, it's reported that 
chairmen and exhibs during a 
closed film clinic assailed distribu- 


tors fer tough take-it-or-leave-it 
sales policies, contract finagling 


and lack of cooperation on special- 


lized problems. ~ 


|they have a chance at knocking | 


| off the largest possible audience. 


{panies for the art film market is 


Yearning of the American com-|,;;_. , , : ; 
8 - | Universal’s publie relations direc- 


a source of somewhat grim amuse- | 


| ment by foreign importers and dis- 
| tribs. They agree that the overseas 
| product as a whole earns consider- 
jable coin in the U. S., but they 
| point out that few pix individually 
|show a worthwhile profit. 

| Each of the foreign pix repre- 
|sents a considerable investment to 
|its distributor in cost of acquisi- 


| tion, preparation, prints, publicity | 


and advertising and the overhead | 
of a distribution setup, no matter 
how meager. Importers are thus | 
becoming more and more cautious. | 
Some are buying only British pix, | 
which can be sold also to TV as | 
they are, or are experimenting | 
with cheap dubbing jobs. on| 
foreign-language product in the | 


tele they can eke out a profit. 

Joseph Burstyn, by far the most | 
successful of the importers and! 
distribs, who is currently handling | 
the highly-profitable “Tomorrow Is | 


take a downbeat attitude on the 
arty market. Burstyn’s “Miracle In) 
Milan,” also currently in release, 
is doing only so-so biz. 

While “Miracle” truly falls into 
|the art pic category, ‘““Tomorrow” 
has had questionable reviews. Its 
trump is that it can be exploited 
| for sex. As a result, Burstyn, who 
jin the past 20 years has brought 
over most of the.great foreign pix, 
is practically ready to give up arty | 
quality as a standard. His despair- 
ing intention now is to confine him- 
self to importing only such prod- 
uct as offers the possibility of 
being advertised and exploited for 
| its sex content. 
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| has just been completed in Britain 
,as the first project in a joint pro- 
|duction deal between Monogram 
}and Associated British Pictures 
| Corp. 

In company with Monogram In- 
| ternational prez Norton V. Ritchey, 
| Broidy leaves for London in July or 
| August to confer with ABPC execs 
|on the second venture. Both Mon- 
jogram and ABPC already have se- 
|lected stories and a final decision 
| will be made when officials of the 
| two studios get together. 

Elsewhere, Monogram is consid- 

ering a joint film-making deal with 
the Shochiku Co. in Japan. “We 
have lots of yen there,” Broidy 
| said, “and that’s one way of getting 
it out.” William Osborne, Mono 
‘Far East supervisor, is due in 
Tokyo this month to discuss ar- 
| rangements. 


Actress Janis Carter flew in for 
guest appearance at a banquet to- 
morrow (Wed.), following election 
of officers and general business ses- 
sion. Major speakers will be Wil- 
bur Snaper, National Allied States 
prez; Abram F. Myers, Allied States 
general counsel; Maurice Bergman, 


tor, making report of his tour of 16 
Ohio cities, and W. Ward Marsh, 
vet pic critic of the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer. 

Bergman urged TOO to wage a 


| stronger war of propaganda to cor- 


Too Late,” is among those who | 


“24 Hours in the Life of a Woman” , 


rect public misconceptions about 
the film industry. As result of the 
Ohio trip, he is recommending to 
COMPO formation of a permanent 
speakers’ bureau to boost films and 
appointment of representatives in 
key cities, coincident with raising 
of war chests to subsidize public 
relations campaigns. 

Exhibitors commended Holly- 
wood producers for plans to elimi- 
nate “B’s” and strengthen “A” 
product. But there were many 
gripes about high allocations by 


hope that between theatres and Certain companies and need for a 


consistent national sales policy. 
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originate more sustaining shows in 
Chicago. 

4. Prepare and distribute a bro- 
chure listing all talent, services, 
facilities and properties for sale 
in Chicago. 

5. Act as a clearing house for all 
information concerning available 


| Chicago talent and services, as well 


as sources of demand for same. 

6. Release regular publicity on 
all Chicago broadcasting activity to 
radio-TV editors of all daily news- 
papers and all trade publications 
in the country. 

7. Originate and execute a pro- 
mo.ion and exploitation program 
designed to develop Chicago broad- 
casting. 

8. Enlist the support and coop- 
eration of civic bodies and other 
trade organizations, such as the 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Stete St. Council, in the program. 


9. Collaborate with all groups 
within broadcasting in a united ef- 
fort toward mutual accomplish- 
ment and welfare. 

10. Create more work and/or 
sales for services or facilities, by 
stimulating or: helping to stimulate 
all phases of Chicago broadcasting 
activity. 

Carrying the ball thus far in the 
formation of Chicago Unlimited 
have been John Weigel, freelance 
announcer; indie packagers James 
E. Jewell, Stuart V. Dawson and 
Alan M. Fishburn; Ray Jones, 
AFRA and TVA exec secretary; 
Dan Collins, Chicago Federated Ad 
Clubs; Geoffrey Bennett, RCA-Vic- 
tor; James Kellock, Wilding Films; 
Norman Lindquist, Atlas Films, 
and Archie Levington, music pub 


| lisher. 
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Tell Former 


Howard Lawson and_ Elizabeth 
Leech were leaders of the group. 
Roberts urged the Committee to 
outlaw the Communist Party and 
to check very closely on Commun- 
ist front organizations. He said the 


Committee should publish this in-| been on the same platform with 
| Communists.” 


formation as a “protection.” 


Roberts disclosed that he joined | 


the party in 1945. He said that 


when he arrived in Hollywood in | gfams and circulars showing that 


1936 the only people who seemed 


iendl ere Communists. | use of his name «nd even spoke 
ee a | at rallies in New York on behalf 


In 1938, he said, he was invited to 
join the party by Arnold D’Usseau 
and D’Usseau’s wife. Subsequent- 
ly screenwriters Robert Lees and 
Fred Rinaldo asked him to join, 
but he continued to reject the 


Commie Ties 


Continued from page ——— 









platforms with those now known 
to be Communists. An American 
liberal must sometimes find him- 
self on the same platform with 
strange bedfellows. But, since the 
early days, I have never knowingly 


The committee counsel produced 
copies Of the Daily Worker pro- 


in 1949 and 1950 Odets permitted 





of the since convicted top echelon 


|U. S. Commie leaders. Odets also 


| 


Moguy Back to Europe; 
Sets Col Finance Deal 


Leonide Moguy, French director 
who has been in the U. S. about a 
month to help exploit his current 
release, “Tomorrow Is Too Late,” 
returns to Europe Saturday (24) 
on the Liberte. He attended sev- 
eral receptions and previews for 
the Italian-made film in Boston 
last week. It’s scheduled to open 
in the New England territory 
shortly. 

Meantime, Moguy concluded a 
deal with Columbia Pictures in 
which the major will partially fi- 
nance and release several films 
which he’ll produce and direct in 
Europe. Agreement was also set 
whereby the company will handle 
distribution of “Tomorrow” in 


sponsored and spoke at the Cul-/| Mexico. 


tural and Scientific Conference for 
Peace at the Waldorf-Astoria in 


i h, 1949. This 
offers. However, he reported that | New York, in March, 
late in 1945 Edward Huebsch so!d | Was widely branded as a Commu- 


him a bill of goods and he became 
a member of the party. 

Roberts stated that he went to 
New York during the summer of 
1945 and broke away from the 
Communists. 
Coast in 1946, he testified, during 
the period when the Conference 
of Studio Univns was attempting 


Job Waiting 
Washington, May 20. 
A major studio is reported 
awaiting outcome of the Clif- 
ford Odets’ testimony before 
the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, before pacting 
him for an important film. 
This may be the reason for 
the Odets stint as a voluntary 
witness, both in executive and 
closed session. Playwright has 
to his credit ‘Humoresque,” 
“None But the Lonely Heart,” 


| 


He returned to the 


“General Died At Dawn,” 
“Gettysburg” and “Life of 
George Gershwin.” 








ts 


take over the backlot workers. He 
said he rejoined when told it was 
a fight for honest unions in Holly- 
wood. Later he said he was as- 
signed to a writers unit working 
on the problems of the screenwriter 
in the Screen Writers Guild. He 
said the Commics tried to use him 


to break up the All-Guild slate, | 


which was fighting the Commu- 
nists. Subsequently, he said he be- 
came aware that the Commies 
were trying to rule the Guild and 
as a result he got out. They tried 
to get him to return to the party in 
1948, he said, but that he turned 
them down. 


Odets, who was on the stand for 
the second day today (Tues.), testi- 
fied he sometimes found himself 
on the same platform with Com- 
mies solely because the liberal and 
the Communist path cross each 
other from time to time. He stated 
that since his brief membership in 
the party in 1935, he never know- 
ingly appeared on the same plat- 
form with them. 

Pressed about his affiliation 
with Government-branded Commie 
fronts as late as 1950, Odets said 
he would be more selective these 
days about what he sponsored. But 
he admitted that he would con- 
tinue to endorse some of the or- 


ganizations if he had it to do all) 


over again. He regards them as 
having good liberal objéctives. 
The writer was 


It was significant that when he 
concluded at the lunch recess, the 
committee pointedly failed to 
thank him for his cooperation or 
to tell him that he had been he!p- 
ful in their work. Such thanks 
are normally forthcoming to “co- 
operative” witnesses, with Elia 
Kazan having won them recently. 
Among highpoints in Odeis’ 
testimony today: a 
It was brought out that, as late 
as 1950, he was an officer of the 
National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions. Asked if he 
repudiated the organization, which 
has several times been officially 
called a’ Communist front, Odets 
ducked a “yes” or “no” answel 
Instead, he said he intended to go 
to New York to investigate and 
determine “io what extent it is 
Communist-dominated.” 
Wou'd Wrest Red Power 
Speaking of front organizations, 
he said he would like to “wrest 
control away from the Communists 
in some of these organizations.” 
Committee counsel 
Tavenner asked about his affili- 
ation with various named fronts 
and Odets replied, “I have spoken 
what I thought about’ certain 
moral issues. I found myself on 


alternately a/' 
good and poor witness for himself. | 


Frank  S. 


| nist front, with even the Secretary 


of State warning againgt it. 


| 


44 





on 
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Odets branded as a phoney the | ences were surprised to learn that 
use of his signature on a petition | «the movies” consisted of many 
| filed with the United Nations by | pundreds of incorporated business 
the Communist Party in 1950, urg-| enterprises across the country. 


ing an investigation of the con- 


“They had thought it was ruled by 


|tempt of Congress citations against | 4 relatively few men in N. Y. and 


: to | the “Hollywood Unfriendly 10.” 
| We also charged he was “mis-| similarly 


not to be taken seriously, 
as some of 


| was 





its light- | 


quoted all the way through” in a} hearted entertainment is not to be | 


| 1947 interview in the Daily Work- 


er on the planting of leftish 
|ideological material in screen | 
\plays he wrote. The interview | 


| quoted Odets as 


‘away with some stuff” in “The 


|General Dies at Dawn” and peel 


pix. 


saying he “got | 


taken seriously. 

| “Folks in the small towns, who 
incidentally are very community 
| organization-minded, clearly were 
|impressed and enlightened when I 
pictured the industry as a definite 
part of America’s free enterprise 
|system and an important factor in 


“There was nothing subversive in | the nation’s economics. This was in 


, 


‘The General Dies at Dawn’,’ 
Odets. “Paramount produced it. 
I went to Hollywood to write en- 
| tertaining scripts and make a liv- 
|ing—not as a_ propagandist. I 
|never had any idea of going to 
| Hollywood to spread social mes- 
sages. Why, I didn’t even write 
|‘The River Is Blue,’ one of the 
|pictures referred to in this ar- 
| ticle.” 
| Odets was asked about his affili- 
|ation with Frontier Films in 1937. 
| He was listed as a member of the 
| advisory board of the organization, 
whose directors included John 
Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz and 
| Elia Kazan. 

‘No Pic Angel’ 
| “I was approached by Paul 
| Strand and asked for money. I 
said indignantly I was not a bank- 
|er, but if they wanted my best ad- 
jvice I'd be glad to help. Paul 
| Strand is one of the two or three 
|greatest photographers in the 
| United States and I offered advice 
| only because he asked me.” 


At another point, the witness de- 
clared that “I would not advocate 
the Communist Party for anyone 
to join because of the secrecy. I 
see no reason for any party to be 
conspiratorial in the United States. 
I believe in free speech.” 

In response to a question he re- 
plied that “I don’t believe the Com- 
munist Party’s purpose is to over- 
|throw the United States Govern- 
,ment. It does take orders and fol- 
{lows directions from European 
|sources. But I’m inclined to think 
|its purpose is not to overthrow this 
Government; that’s my guess.” 


| When Tavenner asked if it were 





that “I 
legally recognized minority party 
in the United States. Am I cor- 
rect?” 

“This committee has never so 
considered it,” retorted Tavenner. 


“Then why doesn’t this commit- | 
tee recommend that Congress out- | 


law it.” 
to this. 

In another series of questions 
and answers, Odets said he knew 
Hans Eisler as “a very gifted com- 


Tavenner had no answer 


poser and I emploved him to write | 


music for a play by me. Later, I 
asked RK) to hire him for a pic- 
ture I directed, ‘None but the 
Lonely Heart’.” 

Eisler, who testified before the 
committee in October, 1947, is now 
in East Berlin. 

In an all-day session of routine 
interrogation and answers yester- 
day (Mon.), Odets named no new 


|names and clashed constantly with | 


Tavenner over interpretation of the 
critical appraisal by the left-wing 


press of his famed one-acter, “Wait- UA pact. Negotiations are under | 


ing for Lefty.” 





Davis Releasing ‘Sextette’ 


Arthur Davis Associates, indie | 
foreign film distribution outfit, this | make “Planter’s Wife,’ 


week picked up American release 
rights to “Sextette,” 
import. 


really a politicak party or a foreign | 
| conspiracy, Odets declared bluntly | 
understand that it is a/| 


a French | part of the summer 


said | sharp contrast to their bubble- 


world misconceptions.” 





Bamberger’s Censorship Talk 


Leon J. Bamberger, RKO sales 
promotion topper, will speak on 
“Censorship vs. Self-Regulation” 
before the annual parley of the 
Kentucky Assn. of Theatre Owners 
in Louisville beginning May 28. 

Kentucky exhibs are weighing 
steps to combat the film censorship 
bill recently introduced in the state 
legislature. 














| 20th Eyes Wald 
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large reputation in the past few 
years for turning out moneymak- 
ing pix at medium cost. His pact is 
understood to have two years to 


could possibly be negotiated. He 
has had talks in recent weeks with 
20th execs. 


which will keep him there until 
Oct. 31. Prior to setting up his 
own indie unit, he turned out quan- 
tity pix on medium and high budg- 
ets at Warner Bros. 

No decision on the unit chief will 
be made before Zanuck returns 
from his present European trip 
early next month. 
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opera star Patrice Munsell will have 
the lead. 

Spiegel’s second is to be “The 
Witness,” screenplay by Arthur 


| gotiating with Ingrid Bergman and 

Marlon Brando for the top roles. 
Other product on the UA lineup 

to be delivered later this year or 


probably two, from John Huston, 
who directed “Queen” for Spiegel. 
Aspen Productions ‘(Mark Robson- 
Robert Wise production combo) is 
| down for two films. 

There’s a_ strong ~chance that 
Charles Chaplin's “Limelight,” 
which is now editing, will be hand- 
ed over to UA late this year. 

Harry Popkin and_ associates 
Russell Rouse and Clarence Green 
have “The Thief’ now shooting in 
+N. Y.’s Central Park. Popkin has a 
| tieup with UA but his pix beyond 
|“Thief” have yet to be set. 

King Bros., whose latest was 
| “Mutiny” for the distrib, have fou 
additional pix to go under their 


| Way for more product from Samuel 
| Fuller, who recently completed 
“Park Row.” 

Producer Ken Annakin is set to 
Claudette 


run, but a deal to get Aim out of it |f 


Wald has a contract with RKO — 
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(At Cost) 
Commione’ Pix Pix In 

——Unreleased—— —— Produc 
1951 1950 1951 a 
Col ..... $5,323,847 $8,249,678 $378,673 $1,689 167 
M-G .... 26,243,849 19,799,979 29,937,744 ——-30'396'935 
Par ..... 22,064,447 + 18,406,424 8,819,258 7'320 412 
Rep ..... 2,033,024 3,997,647 1.740.843 rist en 
RKO ..... 6,123,731 5,551,590 9,851,694 13,678,051 
20th ..... 22,555,653 25,208,364 ~~ 11.194 :804 8,250,562 
Univ 5,345,824 4,991,053 8,398,572 8,219 623 
WE scoes 4,015,220 5,631,009 7,847,425 9,352,687 
Total ..$93,705,595 $91,925,744 $78,169,013 $80,100. 567 








| WarnerColor, 





Production,. will turn out “Girl on 
Via Flaminia” in Rome later this 
year. That title, incidentally, will 
be changed. 

Indie pards George Breakstone 
and Ray Stahl will leave for Africa 
at the end of this month to film 
“Morasi,” jungle pic, for UA. 

Having picked up three pix re- 
cently from Lopert Film Distribut- 
ing for general handling, UA now 
stands a good chance of acquiring 
three more from the same source. 
They’re to be made by Sir Alex- 
ander Korda ‘with financing pro- 
vided by Robert W. Dowling. 


WB Sales Dept. 
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is required under the Department 
of Justice’s consent decree order- 
ing the separation of the theatres 
from the production company. 


With WarnerColor, studio-devel- 
oped process, playing an increas- 
ingly important part in future 
production, Warners is reportedly 
weighing the conversion of its 
Brooklyn film laboratory to full- 
time duty on processing the tinters. 
Company is also planning on set- 
ting up a laboratory in England for 
processing of WarnerColor. Jack 
L. Warner leaves for London in 
June to huddle on the subject with 
Sir Philip Warter, Associated Brit- 
ish topper. 

Studio reports that almost 100% 
of its shorts were being filmed in 
color. At the same time, it revealed 
its newsreel would soon be released 
in color. Latter has been made 
possible by the development of 
because the film 
furnished by Eastman can be used 
in regular film cameras. In addi- 
tion, the negative can be developed 
almost as quickly as black and 
white. 
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sisted on leasing her properties, 
rather than selling them, and has 
collected fabulous payments for 
yarns to which she has retained 
basic ownership. 

“The Giant” will begin serializa- 
tion in the next (June) issue of 
Ladies Home Journal. It will be 
published by Doubleday in the late 
fall and be a Book-of-the-Month 
Club selection. 

Hemingway's story will be pub- 
lished by Scribner Sept. 8. It is 
described as shorter than a novel 
but longer than a short story. It 
is about a friendless old man fish- 


| ing in the Gulf Stream. He is kept 
| at sea for three days by a giant 


Laurents. Film-maker said he’s ne- | 


| Hemingway yarns, 
to be d | also been the author of some high- 
in ‘53 includes at least one, and | 


fish he hooks. 

On the basis of that synopsis, 
story departments don’t see a 
screen property in it, but there is 
always great interest in gandering 
since he has 


ly successful pix (20th-Fox has just 
completed his “Snows of Kiliman- 
jaro”). However, his last book, 
“Across the River and Into the 
Trees,” 
for well over a year, hasn’t been 
sold to films. 

| 20th Di 

| ivorcement 
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cial position of the new film com- 
pany, following the theatre sever- 


| ance, the prez related it will have 


; film be sold to TV 


Colbert starrer, for UA the latter | 


c Anatole Lit- 
jvak, in association with Benagoss 


no indebtedness beyond $7,500,000 
and no stock issue senior to the 
common. He said the unamortized 
inventory alone is worth $60,000.- 
000. In this connection, Skouras 
emphasized that in no case will a 
“so long as I 
am president of this company.” He 
said a break from this position by 


any major company would mean | 


all others would follow suit and 
the value of film libraries would 
be very seriously jeopardized. 


which has been available | 
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ture, since they do not include ad- 
vances made by the companies to 
indies who made pix for them, 
Prime examples are Columbia 
where the Stanley Kramer unit 
went to work during 1951, and 
RKO, where the Wald-Krasna. Ed- 
mund Grainger and other outfits 
were operating. 
Col’s Drop 

At Col the investment in its own 
pix in the can dropped from $8. 
249,000 to $5,323,000. Equally 
startling was the fall in cost of pix 
in production at the time of the 
report. They tumbled from $1,689. 
000 in 1950 to $378,000 the follow. 
ing year. Balancing this off were 
the advances to outside producers, 
which zoomed from $8,418,000 to 
$11,434,000. 

At RKO the investment in pix 
in production dived from $13,678. 
000 to $9,851,000. At the same 
time, the advances to outside pro- 
ducers soared from $6,920,000 to 
$12,244,000. Incidentally, RKO 
wrote off $1,524,000 in 1950 and 
$1,296,000 in 1951 as advances to 
indies that were estimated to be 
unrecoverable. 

Banks and board of directors of 
the companies are back of the urge 
to cut inventories of completed pix 
before embarking on any addition- 
al heavy production programs. 
Feeling is that with uncertainties 
ahead because of the lift of the 
TV station building freeze and 
generally sloppy biz, it is advan- 
tageous to become as liquid as 
feasible. 

There is already tangible evi- 
dence on the Hollywood lots of 
decreasing actiyity. As of the be- 
ginning of this week there were 36 
films in work, including three on 
location in England, one in New 
York and one in Honolulu. This is 
a drop of 10 from the same time 
last year. 

Metro appears to be the only 
company fighting the trend. It 
plans to put 17 pix before the cam- 
eras in the next 10 weeks, though 
its investment in unreleased pix 
has catapulted by $6,500,000 be- 
tween 1951 and 1952. It went from 
$19,800,090 to $26,244,000, highest 
in the industry. A large part of 
the increase was represented, how- 
ever, by “Quo Vadis,”"~which hadn't 


yet gone into distribution at the 
time of the report. 
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film costs was effected in the year. 
If the amortization table had been 
left untouched, the net profit and 
the inventory of released produc- 
tions, less amortization, would have 
been cut by approximately $957,000. 
In 1950, negative costs were com- 
pletely written off over a period of 
104 weeks from the date the films 
were released in the U. S. Same 
formula still prevails for U. 5. 
| amortization but in the case of for- 
‘eign territories, the writeoff does 
not commence until 26 weeks aller 
the pix have been in domestic dis- 
tribution. 
| Last year, more than half of 
| RKO’s film rentals came from indie 
| productions handled by the com- 
| pany, prexy Ned Depinet reported, 
adding that deals with the indies 
| will be continued. He noted that 
'RKO’s associations with Samuel 
| Goldwyn, Walt. Disney and Sol Les- 
| ser have endured over 10 years. 
RKO’s annual stockholders meet: 
\ing is set for June 4 in Dover wi” 
‘the present five-man board up !0F 





‘reelection. Directorate comprises 
'Depinet, Howard Hughes, Noah 
Dietrich (chairman), Francis «- 


‘O’Hara, Jr., and J. Miller Walker. 





Herbert H. Tonks, Universal § 
Far Eastern and eastern division 
' supervisor, arrived in New res 
‘last week for confabs with home 
office execs, 
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the whole town 
whispered...nor the 
ugly name the 


husband gave it 





when he found out 
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NEW YORK 


++ 





relations office Monday (19). ; 
Headstone memorial to David| 


Black, salesman with Republic Pic- years by Leon Hadfield, transferred 





Arcade, will be torn down. The 
; building originally was a church, 

David Parry, onetime flack with | puilt in 187 
Samuel Goldwyn and United Art-| into a film theatre in 1908. For 
ists, joined the Lynn Farnol public} many years it was operated by 
| John Bixler. 


Film Row 


1, and was converted 





Manor, Pa., run for the last two 


tures since the company’s incep-|to Nick Pecoraro, of Jeannette, un- 
tion, unveiled Sunday (18) at Monte- | der long-term lease. 


fiore Cemetery, Elmont, L. I. 


| 


CLEVELAND | 


Independent Theatre Owners of | 
Ohio holding its annual conven- | 
tion at Hollenden Hotel here May 
20-21. Meet will explore methods 
of increasing grosses and cutting 
expenses. 


Republic exchange, in an econ- | 60)—"“Red__ Ball 


lomy move, has dropped William | Okay $7,000. 


‘Belles’ Bright $7,500, 
Balto;-‘River’ Fat 86 


Baltimoré, May 20. 


Preakness day at Pimlico brought 
some before-and-after-racé day 
(Sat.) activity to downtown sector 
here this week, but not enough to 
lift matters out of doldrums that 
still linger. “Belles on Their Toes 


lis attracting some daytime activ- 
| ity to the New. “Red Ball Express 
lis okay at Century. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
Express”  (U) 


Last week, “Wild 


Roads, salesman; Dave Ferguson, | North” (M-G), $5,300. 


shipper and one inspector. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 


Walter Bedel, RKO shipper, into 70)—“No Room For Groom” (U). 


the Army. 


ST. LOUIS 


Frisina Amus. Co., shuttered its 


Nat Wolf, after serving 20 years | Tivoli, a 560-seater in Springfield, 


as zone manager of Warner houses 
in Ohio, is resigning June 1 to 
enter biz for himself. Before start- 











Ill., for the summer. 
Memorial Day selected by Kera- 
sotes Theatres for lighting its new 


ing new job, he and his wife are | ozoner near Springfield, Il. 


taking a long vacation and will 
visit their son,” Lieut. Donald | 
Wolf, stationed in Germany. 


LOS ANGELES | 


Républic acquired U. S. distri- 
bution rights to “New Lease on 
Life,” made in Italy and retitled | 
“Flying Squadron.” 

As a result of Humphrey Bo-| 
gart’s Oscar winning performance, | 
Warners will reissue two of his old | 
pictures, “High Sierra” with Ida} 
Lupino and “To Have and Have | 
Not” with Lauren Bacall. 

Richard Ettlinger, film row book- 
er, joined Metzger-Srere circuit 
which operates theatres in Los An- 
geles and San Diego. 


CHICAGO | 


Chi federal appeals court last} 





The McCarty Theatre Supply Co. 





recently organized and headed by 
Paul R. McCarty and J. W. Shreve. 


Kansas City, bought the physical|“Anything Can 
assets of Joe Hornstein, Inc., of | Blah 


St. Louis. McCarty is a vet exhib. 

Paul Schroeder and Phil Harris, 
co-owners of the shuttered State, 
Baden, Ill., will relight the house 
in July. 

Stage shows will be staged Sun- 
day nights at William Warning’s 
ozoner near Carbondale, Ill: First 
guests will be radio talent from 
WSM., Nashville, Tenn. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Janis Carter in from Hollywood 


| Drab $7,500 or less. 





Last week, 
“Bronco Buster” (UI), $4,800. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (890; 20-70)— 
“Lady and Bandit” (Col). Mild 
$4.000. Last week; “Pride St. 
Louis” (20th) (2d wk), $4,300. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— | 


“Belles On Toes” (20th). Good $7,- 
500 looms. Last week, “Deadline 
U.S.A.” (20th), reached $4,200 after 
$7,200 getaway. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
Happen” (Par). 
$7,000. Last week, “Mara 


Maru” (WB), $5,800. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—*‘River” (UA). Nice $8,000 at pop- 
scale. Last week, “Six Convicts” 
(Col), $6,800. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 


wk). Steady $3,500 after $4,000 
last week. Stays. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85)— 
“Bronco Buster” (U). Hit bottom 





week, “Ma, Pa Ketie At 


opening days of “Half Breed” in| Fair” (U), okay $8,000. 


which she appears. 


: Vern Skoray promoted by 20th-| g9)—“Thief of Damascus” 
week upheld the 10-year convic-| Fox from Calgary in Canada to be| Slow $4,000 for first-run. 


Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 50- 
(Col). 
Last 


tions of Kenneth Gordon and Ken.- | assistant to district manager M. A.| week, “First Time” (Col), $3,500. 

neth MacLeod, who were charged | Levy: here; succeeds Saul Malisow, | 

wiih stealing $12,000 worth of film. | advanced to local branch manager. | 
M 


Moline, Ill., city council rejected | 
motion to amend the present cur- | 
few law which bars unescorted 
children from film houses after 


6 p.m. 


Cinema Lodge of B'nai B'rith | 


he!d its annual dinner dance last 
week. 


Tll., started to double stage plays 
with film fare last week. 





The Warner circuit cut two more 
theatres in the western district 
from its roster when Max Fried- 
man, longtime buyer and booker 
for the upstate zone, took over the 
lease on the Babcock and Temple 
in Wellsville. It has eight years 
to run. Friedman, who resigned 
as buyer and booker in March, 
worked here for Warners 17 years. 
The Babcock and Temple were 
among the houses he booked. 

Neil Hellman closed the Royal, 
seating 1,000, and the Paramount, 
accomodating 900, until Septem- 
ber. It is the first time the thea- 
tres, the only ones in their respec- 
tive neighborhoods, have been 
darkened. Hellman advertised that 
the closing was a temporary one 
“for repairs,” but poor business 
was decisive factor. 


. A. Levy, 20th-Fox 
manager, attended “Wait Till Sun 
Shines Nelly” preem in Hutchin- 
son, Kas., last week. 

Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
ad-publicity head, laid up by ill- 
ness. 

Republic has scheduled world 


Deerpath Theatre, Lake Forest. | preems of “Minnesota” for Norshor 


and State theatres, in Duluth and 
Minneapolis, respectively, July 16 
;and 17, 


DALLAS 

Rio Drive-In opened at Crockett. 
| Operated by the Crockett Amus. 

Co. Olan Dickey is manager. 

The Sunset ozoner opened by 
owner-manager Jim Miller at 
Decatur. 

Ford Theatre, a  580-seater, 
opened at Rankin by H. Ford 
Taylor, San Angelo exhib. Marvin 
Bell is manager. 

Gustav Lavenant purchased Gale 
Theatre at Jourdanton and changed 
name to Galivan. — 

The Palace, like the Majestic, 
will celebrate its 3ist birthday on 
June 11. One of Interstate Theatre 
Circuit’s de luxe houses, it has 
been undergoing a general facelift- 
ing in the last few months. 

Neal Houston joined the Tower 
Pictures Co., here as salesman, and 
will cover Texas and parts of Okla- 








PITTSBURGH 


William Hock, with WB here for | 
24 years, resigned as manager of | 
circuit’s Ambridge, Pa., theatre to 
join a construction company in ex- | 


homa. Houston was formerly with 
20th-Fox. 

Karl Hoblitzell, head of Inter- 
state Theatres, is scheduled to re- 
ceive the national Good Citizen- 


. Re |Ship Award from Sons of the Amer- 
Sate canaely”yfeniaced bY J2ek ‘an “Revolution, holding” its an 


| nual 
Margaret Busha left the Fulton 18-22. 


staff to be with her husband, Ed | 


Busha, now stationed in the south. 
He was at the Shea ‘before being 
called into service. 

Frank Jackson, vet Harris Cir- 
cuit manager in St. Mary’s, Pa., re- | 
signed to go with a carbon com-| 
pany there. 


congress in Houston, May 











‘Outcast’ Tops 


~~ Continued from page 7 


number of small houses. 





They 


A landmark in Scottdale, Pa., the | would include one each in the 57th 
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DARAMOUNT | 


St. east side area, uptown west side 
Manhattan, Greenwich Village and 
in Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

RKO tried a series of 13 houses 
for its second-run in New York of 
“Kon-Tiki.” There is varied think- 
ing on the results. Some distrib 
execs feel the method of playoff 
produced greater film rental than a 
straight circuit deal, which others 
favored. 

Circuit policy in New York is a 
factor mitigating against experi- 
ment with dual first-runs or move- 
overs. RKO and Loew’s have re- 
fused in the past to accept any film 
that has had more than one initial 
run. Feeling among distribs now 


{is that the chains are in no posi- 


tion to adopt such a choosey atti- 
tude, that they'll be forced for their 
own survival to accept any film 


| which shows that it has b.o. power, 


no matter what its method of first- 
run playoff. 


district | 


Ontario (K-B) 
“My Son, John” (Par) (2d wk). 
| Helped by stepped-up campaign to 
| firm $7,500 after $8,000 Tast week 
| and stays. 
| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 50-80)— 
| “Belles on Toes” (20th). Big $19,- 
|/000. Last week, “Pride of St. 
Louis” (20th), $14,000. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (485; 50-$1) 
| —‘‘Deadljne U.S.A.” (20th) (3d wk). 
| Okay $4,500 after $5,000 last week. 


| Stays. 
Warner (WB) (2,174; 50-80)— 
“Paula” (Col). Pleasing $12,000, 


despite thumbs down from cricks. 
Last *week, “Mara Maru” (WB), 
$11,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 60-$1)— 
“Encore” (Par). Torrid $10,000, and 
settles down to longrun. Last week, 
scat Convicts” (Col) (5th wk), $3,- 








auu=a=, continued from page 5 


good product and film rentals that 
will allow us to raise our families, 
too. The point to where you can 
go in bringing Broadway deluxe 
houses to Main St. is a decision for 
every operator to make for him- 
self. If it really takes all the 
things some of the expounders of 
deluxeism say it takes to improve 
the business in small towns, then 
this industry is rapidly approach- 
ing the point of the big animal that 
had to eat itself up to keep from 
starving to death.” 





Aghast At Rundown Condition 

Industryites who have been hit- 
ting the field recently relate that 
they're aghast over the physical 
condition of some theatres and 
apparent exhib carelessness or in- 
difference. In one instance, an “N” 
was placed sideways on _ the 
marquee of a house as a substitute 
for a “Z.” In some other cases, 
star names were misspelled or 
other errors in the billing were 
noticed. 


Architecturally-handsome _ thea- 
tres carried traces of inadequate 
cleaning and maintenance, re- 
ported tourists from N. Y., some 
of whom are also exhibs. They 
wondered out loud how theatremen 
could permit their properties to 
fall in such states of disrepair, 
particularly at this time when all 
possible attraction to the public is 
vital. There are only a relatively 
few spots where dust is allowed to 
gather, it’s said, but the fact that 
even these exist came as a shock to 
some New Yorkers. 


It was found that some theatre 
keepers have their towns sewed up, 
that is, operate the only houses in 
business and feel they'll get the 





available patronage regardless of 
the condition of their locations. 


(1,404; 44-74— | 








LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 9) 


«WB). Fair $5,500. -Last week, 
“Mara Maru” (WB) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75)—"‘My Son, John” (Par) and 
“Aladdin and Lamp” (Mono). Fair 
$11,000. Last week, “Deadline- 
U.S.A.” (20th) and “Rodeo” (Mono), 
$12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Red Ball Express” (U) and “Just 
|This Oncé” (M-G). Pacing the 
| town on a slow week for okay $12,- 
}000. Last week, “Marrying Kind” 
|(Col) and “Shadow in Sky” (M-G), 
| $11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75)— 
“Brave Warrior” (Col) and “Yank 
| in Indo-China” (Col). Medium 
$3,500. Last week, “Hoodlum Em- 
| pire” (Rep) and “Oklahoma Annie” 
(Rep), $3,000. 


‘MARRYING KIND’ HEP 
$12,000 LEADS PORT. 


Portland, Ore., May 20. 
All first-run houses excepting 
one have new bills this week, and 
it is reflected in a nice upbeat at 
several spots. “Marrying Kind” 
looks standout with a big total 
playing two theatres. “Aaron 
Slick” looms good at Liberty. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; ‘65- 
|90)—‘‘Red Ball Express” (UI) and 
|“Woman In Dark” (Rep) (2d wk). 











\for personals at Minneapolis and| at $3,000 for 4 days, and yanked. | pine $4,000 in 3 days. Last week, 
\St. Paul RKO-Orpheum houses| Last 


|seck $10,000. 
| Guild (Parker) (400; 65-90) — 


| “Browning Version” (U) and “Mag- 
jnet” (Indie). NSH $1,000. Last 
|week, “Rashomon” (RKO) and 
\“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie), 
$1,500. 


| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) 
|}—‘“Aaron Slick” (Par) and “Triple 
| Cross” (Mono). Good $8,000. Last 
lweek, “Young Man With Ideas” 
|(M-G) and “Talk About Stranger” 
(M-G), $7,500. 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90) — 
|“David” (20th) and “Steel Fist” 
(Mono), at pop prices. Mild $4,500. 
|Last week, “African Queen” (UA) 
and “Cloudburst” (UA) (4th wk) 
(m.o.), $4,800. 


Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Marrying Kind” (Col) and 
“Storm Over Tibet’’ (Col), day- 
date with Paramount. Strong $4,- 
500. Last week, “Deadline-U.S.A.” 
(20th) and “Bushwackers” (Indie), 
$3,700 


,700. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90) — “Rancho Notorious” (RKO) 
and “Wings of Danger” (Indie). 
Mild $5,500. Last week, ‘‘Denver 
& Rio Grande” (Par) and “Corky 
Gasoline Alley” (Col), $5,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90) — “Marrying Kind” (Col) 
and “Storm Over Tibet” (Col), 
also Oriental. Big $7,500. Last 
week, “Deadline- U.S.A.” (20th) 
and “Bushwackers” (Indie), $6,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—“‘When In Rome” (M-G) and 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie” (Indie). 
Sad $4,000. Last week, “Love Bet- 
ter Than Ever” (M-G) and “Holi- 
day Cruise” (Indie), $5,800. 





‘Carbine’ Trim $10,000, 


Indpls.; ‘Express’ 9G 
Indianapolis; May 20. 
A damp weekend helped first- 
run houses here to slightly im- 
proved grosses this stanza despite 
lack of smash hits currently. “Car- 
bine Williams” is good and town 
topper. “Red Ball Express” at 
Indiana and “Flesh and Fury” at 
the Circle are fair. Considering 
Speedway qualification trials gen- 
erally get all the play here in 
May, biz is not so bad. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)—‘*Flesh and Fury” (U) and 
‘Meet Danny Wilson” (U),. Fair 
2 a re ee “My Son John” 
ar) and “Desert Pursuit” ( 
$6000 uit’’ (Mono), 


Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76)— 
“Red Ball Express” (U) and 
Treasure Lost Canyon” (U). Mod- 
erate $9,000. Last week, “Belles 
on Toes” (20th) and 
(Mono), $9,500. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 50-76)— 
“Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
“Harem Girl” (Col). Good $10,000. 
ann a a Uprising” 

and “Boots Malone” (| 
$7,500 in 6 days. _— 


Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Brave Warrior” (Col) and “Girl 
of Limberlost” (Indie). Fair $4,- 
— Sonat “Tembo” (RKO) 
j;and “Overland Telegraph” 
| $4.50. graph” (RKO), 











“Rodeo” | $8,000 





‘SNIPER’ SMART 136, 
CLEVE; ‘EXPRESS’ 126 


Cleveland, May 20. 

“Carbine Williams” is not so 
good here this week at the State 
with fine exploitation campaign on 
“Sniper” putting it over the top 
in a cloudy week. Allen’s “San 
Francisco Story”: is fair] vy good 
while “Red Ball Express” at Hipp 
is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warner) (3,000: 55-80) 
“San Francisco Story” (WB). Fairly 
good $11,000. Last week. 
on Toes” (20th), $11,500. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3.700: 
55-80)—“Red Ball Express” (U)’ 
Oke $12,000 or over. Last week, 
“Valley of Eagles” (Lip), $10,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,244: 55-80)— 
“Wild North” (M-G) (m.o.). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, “Singin’ in 
Rain” (M-G) (4th wk), $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80)— 
“Sniper” (Col). Smart $13,000. Last 
week, “Macao” (RKO), $12,500 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80)— 
|“‘Carbine Williams” (M-G). Nsg 
$9,000. Last week, “Wild North” 
(M-G), $9,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700: 55-80) 
—‘“Girl in White” (M-G). Mild $7. 
000. Last week, “Love Better Than 
Ever” (M-G), $5,500. 


‘John’ Fairish $10,500, 
Denver; ‘Queen’ 286, 2d 


Denver, May 20 

“African Queen” continues to 
lead the town, although in four 
spots for second week. Pic looms 
fine. “Girl in White” is okay at 
Broadway while “My Son, John” is 
fairly good in Denham session. 
Both are holding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-85)—~ 
“African Queen” (UA) and “Royal 
Journey” (UA), day-date with Den- 
ver, Esquire, Webber (2d wk). Good 
$7,000. Last week, $10,000. 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 40- 
85)—"Girl in White” (M-G). ‘Okay 
$9,000 or near. Holds. Last week, 
“Young Man With Ideas” (M-G), 
$8,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-85) 
—‘‘My Son, John” (Par). Fair $10,- 
500. Holds over. Last week, ‘“Den- 


“Belles 





ver and Rio Grande” (Par) (2d wk), 
poor $7,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-85)— 


“African Queen” (UA) and “Royal 
Journey” (UA) (2d wk). Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, $22,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-85)—‘Af- 
rican Queen” (UA) and “Royal 
Journey” (UA) (2d wk). Good 
$3,000. Last week, $4,700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-85)— 
“Rancho Notorious” (RKO) and 
“Narrow. Margin” (RKO). Fair 
$11,000. Last week, “Singin’ in 
Rain” (M-G) and “Smith Vs. Scot- 
land Yard” (RKO) (4th wk), $7,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 40- 
85)—"‘Six Convicts” (Col) and “Jim 
in Forbidden Land” (Col) (2d wk). 
Good $13,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Taber (Fox) (1,967; 40-85) — 
“Treasure Lost Canyon” (U) and 
“Black Hills Ambush” (Rep). Poor 
$5,000. Last week, “Mutiny” (UA) 
and “Buffalo Bill Tomahawk Ter- 
ritory” (UA), $8,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-85)—"Af- 
rican Queen” (UA) and “Royal 
Journey” (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$3,000 or over. Last week, $4,500. 


MONTREAL 
(Continued from page 9) 


(20th). Great $17,000. Last week, 
“Ten Tall Men” (Col) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 

Princess. (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Thief of Damascus” (Col). Fine 
$13,000. Last week, “Wild North 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 





Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Singin’ in Rain” (M-G). Sock 
$29,000. Last week, “Song in 


Heart” (20th) (5th wk), $15,000. 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60'— 
“Return of Texan” 20th) and 
“Smoky” (20th). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, “Retreat, Hell!” (WB) and 
“Take It Big” (WB), $9.000. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Mutiny” (UA) and “Getting 
Gertie’s Garter” (UA (reissue). Nice 
Last week, “Unknown 


World (Lip) and “Swamp Fire” 


Refreshment 


Service for 


(Lip), $7,000. 
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Foreign Vidpic Production Booms; 
10 Series Currently Skedded Abroad 





Hollywood, May 20. 

Foreign production boom in vid- 
pix is underway with 10 series cur- 
rently projected or actually shoot- 
ing in distant lands. Cheaper pro- 
duction costs and exotic back- 
grounds are spurring telepic pro- 
ducer interest, with possibility of 
using impounded coin in the 
sterling areas an added factor. 

The Robert Sillman - George 
Frank-Matty Kemp unit has com- 
pleted 13 half-hour subjects in the 
“Pan-American Show Time” series 
in Mexico with Gale Robbins 
starred, and another 13 = are 
planned. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
has completed several of his “For- 
eign Legion” series in Morocco 
with Charles McGraw starred; 
starts a new series, “International 
Theatre,” in Antwerp this week, 
and a third series, “Silent Men,” 
in England next. week. Latter was 


adapted from his radio show. 


Producer Karl Moseby is lensing 
a series of Hans Christian Ander- 
sen vidpix in Copenhagen; Mike 
Nidorf, member of the board of 
directors of Official Films, is tour- 
ing Europe to scout locations and 
talent for at least one series, and 
Sheldon Reynolds, indie producer, 
has launched his “Foreign In- 
trigue” series. Sam Marx has an- 
nounced a series of dramatic vid- 
films to be made in England, 
France and Italy this summer, with 
Archie Mayo directing. Buddy 
Rogers has similar plans, and will 
star in an adventure series to be 
produced by an Italian company. 

Breakston-Stahl, who will make 
“Moragsi” in Belgian Congo this 
summer, will simultaneously lens 
a telefilm series, “Safari Bill.” 
Laurel & Hardy reportedly are 
talking a tele deal in England, 
where they are now making per- 
sonal appearances. Adventure pro- 
ducer Ken Krippene is partnered 
with Radio America exec James 
Black in Lima, Peru, and Robert 
Colison, of Panagra Airlines, for a 
series of 52 13-minute telepix with 
South, American locales. Gloria 
Swanson has a series upcoming in 
Mexico City, also George Brent. 


Stanwyck, Crawford 
On MCA Vidnix Agenda 
At 306 Per Stanza 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Joan Crawford and Barbara Stan- 
wyck are among top clients MCA 
is considering for its upcoming vid- 
pix series, to be made by its sub- 
sidiary, Revue Productions, with 
Jennings Lang helming. 

Agency is budgeting each telepic 
at about $30,000. Talent will re- 
ceive residual plus salary on deals. 


Agency had been seeking deals 
for various top clients anxious to 
get into television, but coin sought 
stymied so many deals, MCA de- 
cided to go into production of top 
dramatic series on its own, and is 
now in process of:lining up clients 
for the telepic, which will be shot 
at Eagle-Lion studios. 

Revue recently inked Rod Ama- 
teau to direct an upcoming Gruen 





Vidpix Chatter 














Playhouse telepic, 


. 


Hollywood 


William Asher inked to direct “I 
Love Lucy” when Mare Daniels 
bows out after May 23 show, and 
will complete season for series. 
Edward Sedgwick joins Desilu Pro- 
ductions as aide to Desi Arnaz, and 
production co-ordinator . . . Pauline 
Garon, silent screen thesp, playing 
role in “Big Town” series at Gen- 
eral Service studios . . . Max Gil- 
ford, member of exec board of 
National Society of Television Pro- 
ducers, to N. Y. on biz... Ken 
Tobey grabs role in “The Roof,” 
Frank Wisbar telepic for “Fireside 
Theatre,” at Eagle-Lion studios. 
. . . Bing Crosby Enterprises shot 
pilot on new series, “Dreams of 
Glory,” at RKO Pathe, with Bob 
Nichols, Mary Shipp and Todd 
Karns in initialer, “Hemingway. 
. . . Brad Johnson set for role in 
Flying A _ Productions’ “Annie 
Oakley” series, in which Gail Davis 
has titular role .. . Official Films 
exec Mike Nidorf in Rome on OF 
biz . . . Lisa Howard cast in “Con 
Gamut,” newest “Racket Squad” 
vidpie shooting at Hal Roach 
studios . . . Leif Erickson set with 
Marie Windsor for Ziv TV’s “The 





Unexpected” telepic. 


Vidpix Scribblers Gripe About Low 


Com; Many Back to 


Films, Radio 





Willis’ ‘Looking’ Lensed 
As 6-Part Vidpic- Series; 
Backer Stays on WNBT 


Richard Willis’ “Here’s Looking 
at You” is being lensed as a tele- 
film series, with the Lo-Calory 
Food Corp. as bankroller to place 
the film around the country on a 
spot basis. Six 15-minute editions 
will be made, with three already 
in the can. Shooting is being done 
at the Vidicam studios in N. Y. 

Product is RDX, reducing tab- 
let, with Gray agency handling the 
account. 

Willis’ live show is aired cross- 
the-board afternoons on WNBT, 
N. Y. outlet of NBC-TV. To get 
Willis to do the stanza on spools 
for them, RDX had to agree that it 
would continue to back his live 
airer on WNBT. Further stipula- 
tion is that the vidpix can’t be 
screened in the Gotham area. 











TV Films in Production 























ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios, Hollywood 

“RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE” 26 half- 
hour jungle adventure telepix series be- 
gin sh May 26. Producers: Harry S. 
Rothschild, Leon Fromkess. 
Film Producer: Rudolph Flothow 
Director: Wally Fox 


ATHENA PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
California Studios: Hollywood 
Three series of 13 chapter plays each 
“SON OF ROBIN HOOD” skedded to be- 
in shooting latter part of May. 
Gredueer-directer! lifford Sanforth 
Associate producer: Al Westen 
Assistant director: Nate Barrager 
Writer: Howard Laurence Field 


BREAKSTON-STAHL PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 


“SAFARI! BILL” series of 26 half hour 
telepix to begin shooting June 15. Loca- 











Latter series will be financed by 
Tele-Voz, Mexican firm in which 
son of the 
is partnered. 
N. Peter Rathvon is talking a Eu- 
ropean series, and other producers 
are mulling India and Alaska lo- 


Miguel Aleman, Jr., 
Mexican President, 


cales. 


Snader, Partners 





Hollywood, May 20. 





policy hassles, has 


ing with them. 
In a joint statement, 


tion.” 


Dispute had risen chiefly because 
Bisno wanted dividends dropped, 
insisted they con- 


while Snader 
tinue. 


ROACH LOT BUSIEST 





EVER—ON VIDPIX 


Hollywood, May 20. 


Roach Studios yesterday (Mon.) 
began the busiest 30-day period in 
the lot’s 34-year history—all due 
“Dramatic 
Roach’s new Fay Bainter 
starrer, is starting today ‘Tues.), 
also a new group, “Mystery The- 


to vidpic 
Hour,” 


activity. 


atre.” 


Also slated are “My Little Mar- 
gie,’ a new “Beulah” group, a new 
a new 
“Kerry 


“Amos ‘n 
“Racket 
Drake.” 


Stars in Teleblurbs 


Hollywood, May 20. 


Andy” 
Squad” 


series, 
and 





Latest name stars to go before 
are Lizabeth 
Scott, Dennis O’Keefe and Edmund 


television cameras 


O'Brien. 

Trio was at Goldwyn studio last 
week, teleblurbing for Gruen, with 
the Jack Voglin company shooting. 


Stop A-Feuding 


Telepix producer Louis D. Sna- 
der, who last week offered to buy 
out his partners in Snader Tele- 
scriptions after a flareup due to 
apparently 
reached a harmonious understand- 


he and 
Henry Bisno, repping his brother, 
Alexander Bisno, partnered with 
Snader, said they “agree that all 
phases of the business are in the 
soundest possible financial condi- 


, Resume shootin 


tion shots to be filmed in British East 
Africa. 

Martha Hyer heads cast, parts to fill. 
Producer-director: Breakston-Stahl 
Associate producer: Irene Breakston 
Technical executive: John R. Carter 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios, Hollywood 
“WILD BILL HICKOK,” half hour tele- 
pix series sponsored by Kellogg’s now 
shooting third series of thirteen. Guy 

Madison and Andy pues head cast. 





‘JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 


videoaters begin shooting May 26 
Hart, Jay Silverheels set leads.. 
Producer: Jack Chertok 

Associate Producer: Harry Poppe. 


COURNEYA PRODUCTIONS 
United Producers Studio 
Shooting “Noah Beery, Jr. Adventure 

Series,” 26 15-minute telepix. 

Cast: Noah Beery, Jr., Ann Saville, Jack 
Harris, Norma Fenton. 

Producer-directcr: Jerry Courneya 

Supervising film editor; Jimmy Moore 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 
Shooting “REBOUND” 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 

Motor Car Corp. 

Executive producer: Basil Grillo 
Producer; Bernard Girard 
Director: B. Girard 


for “CROWN THEATRE” shooting. 
Producers: Richard Dorso, Bernard Girard, 


DESILU PRODS., INC. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“)| LOVE LUCY” half-hour comedy 
ries for CBS-TV, 
Morris. Shoots to June. 
Cast: Lucille Ball, 


support. No parts to fill. 
Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 
Director: Mare Daniels 
Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, 

Pugh. Bob Carroll . 


DONLEVY CORP. 
Republic Studios, North Hollywood 


“DANGEROUS ASSIGNMENT” half- 
hour adventure series starring Brian 


to be shot to June. 
Producer: Harold E. Knox. 
Director: Bill Karn 


DOUGFAIR CORP. 
666 N. Robertson Bivd.: Hollywood 
May 26 on “TERRY 
AND THE PIRAT 
ture telepix. 


Tracy, Gloria Saunders, Jack Kruschen. 
Producer: Dougfair Corp. 
Director: Dick Irving. 


JERRY FAIRBANKS 
6052 Sunset Blvd... Hollywood 


ATRE” series June 1. 
Assistant Director: Joe Boyle 
Production Sup.: Raoul Pagel 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset “Blvd., Hollywood 
Casting: Virginia Mazzuca 
First five of twenty half-hour jungle 
adventure telepix in “SMILIN’ ED’S 
GANG” now completed series to resume 











“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 
. John 26 


series of half 


Half hour series of adult drama films 


se- 
sponsored by Philip 


Desi Arnaz; set leads 
with William Frawley, Vivian Vance in 


Madelyn 


Donlevy shooting two films a week, 32 


S$” 26 half-hour adven- 
Cast: John Baer, Mari Blanchard, William 


Resume shooting “HOLLYWOOD THE- 


as of Friday, May 16 
' 
shooting mid-May. Ed McConnell, 
Marcel .head cast. ‘ 
Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 


Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 
Assistant director: Don Olsen 


Nino 





FILMCRAFT PRODS. 
8451 Melrose, Hollywood 
GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions, to 
be made once a week, began Aug. 23 for 
NBC. DeSoto-Plymovth sponsoring. 
“THE BICKERSONS” series of 39 half 
hour comedy telepix toe begin shooting 
May 29. Phil Rapp is writer-director. 
Producer: John Guedel 
Film producer: I. Lindenbaum 
Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 
6920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 

“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videoaters begins shooting April 
22, pw Davis. Billy Gray head cast. Parts 
to 4 
Producer: Louis Gray 
Director: Wallace Fox 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 26 

half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 


Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 
set leads. 


Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Krasne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bidg., ‘Hollywood 
“LIFE WITH LINKLETTER,” starring 
Art Linkletter in series of 16 vidpix, half- 
hour audience participation show for 
Sl bet shooting every other week for 








eeks. 

Green Giant sponsors. 
Producer: John Guedel 
Director: Irvin Atkins 


HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION 
SERVICE - 

Republic Studios, North Hollywood 

“COMMANDO CODY-SKY MARSHAL 
OF THE UNIVERSE” series of 39 half- 
hour scientifiction telepix now shooting. 
Judd Holdren, Aline Towne head cast 
with William Schallert in support. 
Producer: Franklin Adreon 
Director: "Fred Brannon 


HOUR GLASS PRODS. 
6525 Sunset: Hollywood 
Shooting “MAN OF TOMORROW" series 
of 15-minute telepix. 
Producer: Wanda Tuchock 
Director: George deNormand 


WERNER JANSSEN PRODS. 

_ California Studios: Hollywood 

First 10 of a series of 100 3-minute 
telepix based on classical music, featur- 
ing the Janssen Symphony Orchestra of 
Los Angeles, conducted by Werner Jans- 
sen. now shooting. 
Producer: Stanley Neal 
Director: Sobey Martin 


LANCER PRODUCTIONS 
RKO-Pathe: Culver City 

“THOSE WERE THE DAYS” half hour 
telepix series starts shooting May 21. 
Producers: Bernard Girard, Ric Dorso 

“CORNY JOHNSON” series of half hour 
comedy pix now —e 
Producer-director: Bernard Girard 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 52 vidpix. “THE AFFAIRS OF 
CHINA SMITH” roll in June. Dan Duryea 
starred. 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


PHILLIPS LORD PRODS. 
Visual Drama Studios: Hollywood 
een te te series fore NBC-TV, 
sponsore y Chesterfield, le 
Producer: Phillips Lord sitet ii cne 
Director: Lew Landers 


LINDSLEY PARSONS PRODS. 
* KTTV Studios: Holiywood 

neit toe A tte JONES” series of 
our adventure telepix n . 

Producer: Lindsley Pereene gehen 

Associate producer: Warren Douglas 

Directors: George Blair, Lew Landers 

Assistant director: Rex Bailey 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 

Hal Roach Studies: Culver City 
Now shooting “MYSTERY THEATRE” 

series of half-hour adventure telepix. 


J. Donald Wilson 
Howard Bretherton 


Producer: 
Director: 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
Half-hour series of adult drama tele- 

ix now shooting for Revue Prods. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 

by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 

Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress. Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 

Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, 

orrel]L, Sidney Van Keuren 

Director: Charles Barton 

Production executive: James Fonda 

Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 
Series of full hour dramatic shows, 

each in four segments, with Fay Bainter 

as continuing star of series, now shooting. 

Executive producer: Hal E. Roach 

Producer: Gayle Gitterman 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 


Goldwrn Studio. Hollywood 

ROY ROGERS resumes shooting oater 
telepix May 26. Vidpix are half-hour each. 
Roy Rogers, Dale Evans topline, Pat 
oy | in support. General western parts 
to fill. Sponsored by General Foods for 
NBC-TV. 
Producer: Roy Rogers 
Associate et Jack Lacey 
Director: b Walker 


ROVAN PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 
“MY LITTLE MARGIE” series of half 
hour comedies starring Charles Farrell 
now shooting. Sponsored by Philip Mor- 
ris. 
Producers: Hal Roach, Jr.; Sydney S. Van 
Keuren. 








Charles 





SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
oe ee ll an oe» pert eet dra- 
shooting for ont’s “CAVA 
OF AMERICA” series. nner 
Cast: Brandon Rhodes, Raymond Green- 
leaf, Don Randolph, Barbara Woodell, 
John Hamilton. 
Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
Assistant director: Eddie Seata 


SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios. Hollywood 
“ELECTRIC THEATRE” “CAVALCADE 
OF AMERICA” series of half hour drama 
telepix shooting resumes end of May. 

Producer: Gil Ralston 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
al Roach Studios, Culver Cit 
“RACKET SQUAD” _ series pecuime 
shooting half hour telepix series May 26. 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr.; Carroll Case 
Director: Jim Tinling 


SNADER TELESCRIPTIONS 
177 S. Beverly Dr., Beverly Hills 
Resume shooting telescriptions featur- 
ing different artists each week mid-May. 

Producer: Louis D. Snader 


ADRIAN WEISS PRODS. 
655 N. Fairfax; Hollywood 
“CRAIG KENNEDY-CRIMINOLOGIST” 
half hour series of second 13 adventure 
telepix shooting to June 12. 
Cast: Donald Wood, Sydney Mason, Lewis 


G. Wilson set leads wit 
Pity] s h general parts 


Producer-director: Adrian Weiss 
Assistant director: Bob Farfan 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 

gle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series of half- 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WRATHER TELEVISON PRODS., 
INC. 
California Studios, Hollywood 
“BOSS LADY” series of half hour 
sophisticated comeédies now shooting. 
vom, 7am, Bort, Glenn Langan, Richard 
saines, Lee atrick, Ch i 
Nicholas Joy. : — 
Producers: Jack Wrather, Robert Mann 
Associate roar. A. Harris 


5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 
Four in “UNEXPECTED” series of half- 
ae bongs in May. 
Seven “CISCO KID” half-h 
eg May shooting. endbaemn 
rector: Pa s. Ed 
te Martine die Davis, So- 


Hollywood, May 12. 

One omnipresent barrier in nego- 
tiations currently being conducted 
between Screen Writers Guild and 
Alliance of Television Film Pro- 
ducers is feeling of scribblers that 
the television film producer is yp- 
fair to them, even though he’s been 
upping his pay lately. 

Grumbling on the part of many 
radio and screen writers taking the 
teleleap is that while the producer 
pays $650 or $750 a script, he then 
demands that the writer spend 
about three weeks in conferences, 
on treatments, drafts and rewrites 
of the script. They calculate aside 
from the grief involved, this means 
they wind up drawing $290 a week 
or less. : 

As a result of this situation, 
which has been boiling for some 
time, SWG in its demands on the 
vidpix producers wants an uppance 
of the present minimum of $500 
plus residuals, but producers are 
objecting strenuously to all de- 
mands. 

“The way to solve this problem 
is to gamble with the producer by 


|getting a percentage of his gross 


receipts, but still we must raise 
minimums to protect the writers.” 
Frances Ingalls, exec secretary of 
SWG said. 


In answer to complaints from 
telepix producers that they didn’t 
see why they should pay residuals 
inasmuch as writers don’t get re- 
siduals from motion pictures, she 
replied, “In television writers get 
about one-sixth of what is paid in 
motion pictures, and they may get 
a lot less. Motion picture mini- 
mum is $3,000, but in TV it’s $500,” 
she asserted. 

Radio writers, too, are disillu- 
sioned as a result of their excur- 
sions into video, and many are re- 
turning to AM. Top radio scrib- 
blers who drew $400 or $450 a 
script freelancing would turn their 
script in after a day’s work and 
their problems were ended. 


When the radio writers heard 
telepix producers had upped their 
coin to $650 or more they leaped 
over the teliefence. But here they 
found an entirely different setup. 
They would present their ideas to 
the producer either directly or 
through their agent, and if the pro- 
ducer liked the idea he would ask 
the scribbler to present him with a 
treatment. 

After the treatment, a first script 
draft, then came conferences when 
the producer could work them into 
his usuaily busy schedule, and re- 
sult was the finished script usually 
wasn’t turned in until three weeks 
after the writer had begun. As a 
result of all this, many writers are 
giving TV the Bronx cheer and re- 
turing to AM, where they feel they 
ro a happier, and more solvent 
life. 


Carmen Miranda 
TV Deal Talked 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Carmen Miranda package is be- 
ing negotiated between Interstate 
Television, Monogram vidpix sub- 
sidiary, and the William Morris 
Agency, for inclusion in “Ethel 
rene Theatre of the Air” se- 
ries. 

Agency has already set deals for 
Paul Douglas, David Niven and 
Walter Brennan to topline indi- 
vidual telepix in series for Inter- 
state, headed by prexy G. Ralph 
Branton and producer Lee Savin. 








Dougfair Shooting 
More Vidpix Abroard 


Hollywood. May 20 

Dougfair Corp. is launching ‘wo 
additional vidpix series, “Interna- 
tional Theatre,” with British thesp 
Clifford Evans lined up for the 
initialer, and “The Silent Men.” °F 
which an American star is sought. 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr. will emcee 
“International,” and star in a ew 
of the telepix. 4 

Anthony Bartley has returne 
from North Africa and London 
where he produced “Foreign Le- 





gion” series for Dougfair. Two new 
|series of the company 
ably be shot in London. 
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The Radio Rate Crisis 


The Paul W. Morency-guided 


convened in New York yesterday 


+ 
. v — 


All-Affiliate Radio Committee 











(Tues.) for one of the most cru- U f ’ 
cial meetings on the season’s AM calendar—the attempt to ward off y ; 
the upcoming drastic nighttime rate cut by the major networks. . 


Even as the affiliate station operators convened, it was definitely 


conceded in high plaees that a. 40 


structure was inevitable for the fail, with CBS slated to take the 
lead and the others falling in line. 


lish daytime-nighttime parity on 


A clearer idea of what the affiliates intend doing will probably 
be crystallized at. today’s (Wed.) session. 





By GEORGE ROSEN 
to 50% cut in the nighttime rate | Just how close CBS came to} 
| blowing its friendly relations with | 
American Tobacco Co. and BBD&O | 
agency is perhaps something board 
chairman William S. Paley prefers | 


This would practically estab- 
rates. 
to whisper only to a handful of in- | 


timates. Whether or not the net- 
work is as yet in the clear will 








Agencies Road Company Producers 


probably be resolved imminently 
by Paul Hahn, American Tobacco’s 
just-returned-from-Europe  prexy, 
who by this time has undoubtedly | 
been apprised of how Lucky Strike, 
with an option on CBS’ much-en- 





Foods. 


To Program Locally for Clients i... sso eae 


The ad agencies are exploring¢ 


a whole new sphere of operation 
in television, designed to elevate 
program standards on a local 
level and at the same time in- 
crease their billings among major 
clients. 

As result, the “field producer” 
has come into being—agency men 
with TV production-scripting know- 
how and a familiarity with big- 
league program techniques. Oper- 
ating out of New York head- 
quarters, they move into a city and 
open a one-man office on behalf 
of a client who wants to splurge 
on a major program campaign in 
that city. The agency grabs itself 
a large slice of billings, entrenches 
itself more solidly with the client, 
and vests the program with all 
the desirable productional ac- 
coutrements. 

BBD&O recently set the pace in 
“field production,” moving into 
Pittsburgh to program some WDTV 
shows on behalf of a client which 
reportedly paid off the agency 
with an increase of $1,000,000 in 
billings. 

Such activity has auxiliary over- 
tones viewed as significant by the 
trade, for it is seen as a straw in | 
the wind on the decentralization 
of TV production centres, now con- 
fined to but a few major cities in 
the country. Eventually, it’s ex- 
pected, agency production offices 
could be expanded to include such 
cities as Boston, Cleveland, Phila- 
delphia, Dallas and other points, 
where an increasing need arises 
for live programming on a quali-* 
tative level. 


Its Studio 6-B 
(Like In Berle) 


Agreement whereby NBC has 
committed itself to erecting a TV 
Studio for Red Skelton’s exclusive 
use in the new television center 
under construction in Burbank, 
Cal., also has its counterpart in 
New York. 

Its also been learned that Stu- 
dio 6-B in Radio City, N. Y., is 
felting a complete overhauling— 
to fit the specifications of Milton 
Berle and his “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre.” Berle has been scanning the 
Skelton studio blueprints for ideas 
and suggestions in patterning 6B | 
to fit into the production schemes 
of “Star Theatre” and while the 
Studio, as presently, will be used 
for other NBC video attractions, 
the overhauling ‘will be geared 
Primarily to meet the needs of the | 
Berle showcase. 











KECA-TV, L.A., RACKS 
UP 5006 BIZ IN WEEK 


Hollywood, May 20. 


It was perfect timing that ABC's 
television station, KECA-TYV, should | 
rack up $500,000 in new business | 
Guring the week prexy Robert, 
Kintner was in town. It raised the | 
April-May billing to a record high. ' 

Acme beer bought three pro- | 
grams and five other local adver- | 
tisers contributed to the upsurge | 
With time and program buys. ' 





| Columbia’s rejection of BBD&O’'s 
r r |39-week firm order for the CBS-| 
| built TV property as only one in 

Bigelow Shifts to Coast a series of intricate checkerboard 
Joe Bigelow, producer of the} maneuvering has created a tense- 
NBC-TV “U. S. Royal Showcase” | ness and intra-trade excitement 
Sunday evening show, has resigned | that’s shattered the mid-spring lull | 
from that assignment and has | and hasn’t existed since the days | 
switched his base of operation to| when the NBC and CBS echelon | 
the Coast. were shuttling from N. Y. to Lever | 
Bigelow is under contract to/| Bros.’ ex-headquarters in a 


NBC;TV to supervise new talent | bridge, Mass., in a continuing jock- 
development and henceforth he’ll| eying to wrest control of Lever 
concentrate on that phase of ac-/ radio’ properties. 
tivity while Hollywood-berthed. | Until now very little of the 





Gamble, is cancelling. | maintained its innocence in doing | 
what it did, while to Ben Duffy, the | 

1. There was to be no “Our Miss | 

Brooks” in Lucky Strike’s adver- | 

stroke of irony “Brooks,” as a Mon- | 

day night CBS-TV attraction back- | 

Folsom-Joseph iM. McConnell top- on NBC-TV, in which Luckies has 
level thinking, with the appoint-/. top coin investment as an alter- 
tions NBC and the parent RCA | edition was given first refusal and, 
company are ready to invest mil-| from all accounts, nixed it) prac- 
months back initially began ped-/ an option on Thursday night at 9, 
dling the “Dangerous Assignment” | which it has since exercised, and 
Ziv gross intake of $25,000,000 a Agency execs maintain that, 
year, a large chunk represented by | pours short of the option time ex- 


U. S. Royal, dispossessed from | “Brooks” saga had escaped the | 

sé agency’s prexy who guides the sor 

vertising destinies of its major 

NBC-TV Envisions | blue-chips client, it was probably a| 

| tising future. 

2. Not only was Lucky Strike to| 

NBC's move-in on the TV film | to-back with “I Love Lucy” was| 

syndication business is an upper | being thrown in as ammunition to | 
ment of ex-Mutual prexy Frank nate-week sponsor. 

White as the initial step in what When CBS brought the pilot 

lions in the new venture as an | tically everyone witnessing it ac- 

auxiliary adjunct to its television | ¢jaimed it as a “sure thing; another 

vidfilm to stations, more than $500,-| ¢e)¢ “Brooks” would be ideal for 

000 worth of business was thrown | the spot. (Originally Luckies had 

its TV film syndication biz, in- piration, it plunked down an order 

(Continued on page 34) for a 39-week firm commitment, 


Sunday at 7 with Red Skelton mov- | CBS-BBD&O precincts, but Colum- 
| bitter pill to inform Hahn upon his | 
New Prosperity In 

General Foods in|} 

echelon maneuver sparked by the help .whittle down the Robert| 
the network envisions as an “era of | «prooks” film east from the Coast 
empire. Lucy.” BBD&O took a 48-hour op- 
in the web's laps within 12 days.| hoped to entice Jack Benny into 
only to be told by CBS that it was 


ing into the time for Procter &| bia, on the one hand, has ceed 
eng: from Europe that: 
je 4 ° ' bene out to 

Film Syndication |<: the property, but by a| 
combined David Sarnoff-Frank M. Montgomery - produced dramatics 
new prosperity.” From all indica- (Colgate as sponsor of the radio 
When NBC-TV salesmen a few tion on it. The agency already had 

That, plus a gander at the Fred the time.) 
too late: “Brooks” had been sold to | 











General Foods, and was going into | 
the Monday night (opposite Lucky 


Heinz Cancelling Out 
On Ozzie & Harriet; |syus, 20 ger, Som te 


Paves Way for Video ‘had run out, occasioning an agency 


exec to brand a top network of- 
Hollywood, May 20. 


ficial as “a liar.” 
Ozzie and Harriet Nelson are be- There are auxiliary overtones in- 
ing pitched for television as well 


(Continued on page 37) 
as radio on ABC next season. Rea- 
son is that Heinz is giving up the 


Nelson stanza and the AM web) Speidel’s ‘Masquerade’ 








nee N As Paul Winchell Sub 


The Nelsons, who have an ex- 
clusive pact with ABC, haven't ; 
Speidel, the watch band com- 


done TV because Heinz had the 





right to call the tune on their | pany, which sponsors the Paul Win- | 


going video and kept them out of |chell Monday night show on NBC- 


i ev |TV, has purchased a new package | . 
the medium. However, with the | T s Pp p 8 lanai’ @eain alae wae Seen Gad 


|“it was the feeling of the board 
|after careful investigation and re- 
| view, that in its opinion the per- 


food outfit giving up the show, the | from Ed Wolff, called “Masquerade 
Nelsons are attracting some keen | Party,” which will go in for four 
sponsorship interest in a tele edi- | weeks, effective July 14, as summer 
tion. replacement for Winchell. (Other 


‘ y ‘ five weeks of nine-week layoff will | J 
Latter would be on film, lensed | fi porter sored 


here, with the Nelsons participat- | be taken over by “Quiz Kids” with 
ing in the production. | Crosley sponsoring latter.) 

Radio show, aired Fridays at 9,| “Party” is a panel show moder- 
is among the top-rated network | ated by Bul Collyer, with panelites 
stanzas, hitting around a 9.1. It is| consisting of Peter Donald, Ilka 
the strongest Friday night attrac- | Chase, ex-Ambassador John Young 
tion on any radio chain, and is a/ and Madge Evans. 
kingpin of ABC's strong Friday Sullivan, Stauffer, 
schedule. Bayles is the agency. 


Colwell & 


SMOKE GETS IN CBS-TV’S 





UOKTES BURNS I] Networks, Too, Crying Into Beer 


As Suds Strike Cues Coin Saving 





+ 


a | 

Two-Party ‘Line | 
NBC’s inheritance of the radio 
version of “What's My Line,” 


| which preemed on the web last 


(Tues.) night, under Philip Morris 
auspices, is strictly on a lend-lease | 


| deal with permission of CBS and 
| the packagers, Mark Goodson and 


Bill Todman. 


Fact that NBC snared “Line”’ oc- 
casioned considerable trade sur- 
prise in view of CBS’ long-stand- 
ing identity with the video version 
of the show. However, the Biow 


| agency, which handles the ciggie 
| account, found itself committed to 


the NBC ‘Tuesday night time, 
where it was sponsoring the one- 
man Eddie Cantor show, and it 
was agreed to permit “Line” to 


|move in until expiration of the 


NBC contract. 

Philip Morris has already bought 
a half-hour CBS radio segment for | 
the eventual “Line” moveover. 





Skelton, Mayehoft — 
Parlay for NBC-TY 
In Seeds Maneuver 


! 

When Procter & Gamble and 
Red Skelton negotiated their deal | 
for the comie’s switchover from 
Sunday night at 10 to 7 o'clock, it | 


was agreed by NBC-TV that the 


| adjacent: 7:30 period go to the 


Russel Seeds agency, which enjoys 
a stake in Skelton’s AM-TV for- 
tunes. The 7:30 time becomes 
available by virtue of General | 
Foods’ cancellation of “Young Mr. 
Bobbin.’”” | 

There’s been considerable un- 
certainty as to what Seeds would | 
do with the time, but it now de- 
velops that it has acquired a half- 
hour situation comedy starring Ed- 
die Mayehoff, which will go into 
the segment. Further, Skeiton has, 
the right to produce the show) 
under terms of his new NBC con- | 
tract. 


Just what that does to CBS’ am- 
bitions to star Mayehoff in a half- | 
hour TV show built around his | 
“That’s My Boy” pic characteriza- | 
tion has yet to be resolved. 


AFRA Paper Ex-Editor In | 
Plea to N.Y. Membership | 
On ‘Unjust’ Dismissal 


Anita Grannis, former editor of | 





| Stand By, official monthly publica- 


tion of the N. Y. local of AFRA., | 


| this week issued an appeal to the | for énother shew, 


membership to “right the grave 
injustice” of her dismissal after 
12 years in the post, The journal 


jis now being edited by Dorothy 


Tete. 
Miss Grannis said this week that | 


the ostensible cause of her dismis- | 
sal was her request for a “moderate | 
increase in salary (the first since | 


1947).” The union’s local board 
voted to dismiss her with no rea- 


sons stated, she said, and her re- | 
| quest for a hearing at that board 
' meeting was denied. She asked for | 


a written statement on the reasons 
for her dismissal she said, and sev- 


formance of your job has not been 


The dismissed editor said that 
of the 12 consecutive volumes of 
the monthly, “no question of com- 
petence has ever been raised.” Sie 
called the dismissal unjust because 
of the letter, because she wasn't 
granted a hearing, and was given 
only two months’ severance pay. 


; ramming as in past year, 


Strike within the beer companies, 
which has already had a telling ef- 
fect on local program sponsorships 
(in Pittsburgh, for example, prac- 
tically all beer commercials have 
been wiped off TV) may also alter 
the network programming pictures 
in the fall. 

Becoming more _ coin-conscious, 
major breweries apparenily have 
no desire to splurge on TV pro- 
It now 
appears that Blatz, sponsors of the 
“Amos ‘n’ Andy” CBS-TV series, 
may follow the trend toward alter- 
nate-week sponsorship upon expira- 
tion of the current cycle. Bud- 
weiser has already served notice on 
CBS-TV that it is going in on an 
every-other-week basis, instead of 


| weekly, on the Ken Murray show, 


when the company’s new contract 
for the fall goes into effect. In 
fact, for a while last week, there 
was some apprehension around 
CBS as to whether Budweiser 


| would even sign up again, as an 


aftermath of the strike. situation, 
and in view of the schism between 


| Murray and the network over a 


new contract. 

Schlitz, too, went on a coin sav- 
ing. expedition recently when it 
trimmed its hour-long CBS-TV Fri- 
day night dramatics to a half-hour. 

Blatz decision to alternate poses 
the problem for CBS of finding 
clients for the “other week” ride 
on four of its major showcases. 
These include, in addition to “Amos 
‘n’ Andy” and Murray, the Ed Sul- 
livan “Toast of the Town” and 
“Studio One,” with Westinghouse 
also reported preferring an alter- 
nate-week sponsorship deal. 


Alcoa's Draw To 


Lose; Cancels Out 


Unusual instance of a sponsor 
cancelling out on a show before 
even going on the air with it 





| cropped up this week when Alumi- 


num. Co. of America (Alcoa) 
changed its mind on picking up the 
tab on the Henry Morgan quizzer, 
“Draw to Win.” 

Program, slotted in the Tuesday 
8:30 p.m. (opposite Milton Berle) 
segment on CBS-TV, was slated by 
Alcoa as the summer replacement 
for Ed Murrow's “See It Now.” It 
was pacted some weeks ago, even 
before it took over on a sustaining 
basis as the back-to-back Tuesday 
attraction with Sam Levenson. 

It’s understood that Alcoa was 
disturbed over possible litigation 
threatened on the program (be- 
cause of its resemblance to another) 
but it’s known, too, that Alcoa 
wasn't too elated with the 4.7 Tren- 
dex rating of “Draw” and the aux- 
iliary payoff to Berle, who climbed 
10 points from a 27 (against Lev- 
enson) to 37 (against the quizzer.) 
As result Alcoa’s in the market 





LEVER BROS. SHOW INTO 
CBS ‘STORK CLUB’ TIME 


CBS-TV and Lever Bros. this 
week are searching for a new 15- 
minute show for Lever to use in 
the Tuesday and Thursday 7:45 to 
8 p.m. slot which it bought. Soap 
outfit took over the time period 
following the decisign last week by 
Liggett & Myers to cancel “Stork 


| Club,” currently occupying the two 


| quarter-hours. “Stork” winds up 
at the end of this cycle, with Lever 
picking up the slot in the fall. 

Since the show will alternate 
with the Perry Como show, which 
is bankrolled Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays by Chesterfield, it’s 
expected that Lever will go for e 
musical of some type, in order to 
preserve the format of the stvip. 
CBS program execs have tossed a 
number of package ideas at the 
bankroller, but none has. been 
, chosen yet. Lever product to be 
plugged is Chlorodent. 
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Following is the text of a memorandum passed around 
é ' 3 ? the major television networks: 
firming up this problem for some 
time, and just in the nature of pitching up a few mashie shots to 


see if we come near the green, I'd like to exoress these angles: 





—+ 


In a move to answer the rising | 
costs of television, ABC-TV is prep- | 
ping a video edition of its Pyramid! cll Yomi aiken with | 

his 4 iced a6 ‘BS inked a new cont Ww | 
oten ede -ape will ba-to. priced..es - the Publicists Guild calling for a) 
permit a small bankroller to be in isc salary hike retroactive to| 
network TV on a weekty basis for| Jan. 1, with new starting rate of | 
a full year for about $100,000. | $86.75 for 40 hours. Re 
S ac : 53, covers 
Although it’s still in the blue-|_ Pact runs to April 30, °93, cove 


13 CBS affiliates. 
print. stage and the programs to| 


be tapped for the plan haven’t been 9 
selected, ABC execs figure that on rug S 
0c | 


CBS-Publicists’ Pact 


Hollywood, May 20. 





a cost-per-thousand basis it will be 


comparable to the AM web's Pyra- | ‘ ° > ‘tne 
mid and NBC radio’s Tandem. How- p Rid 
ever, it will differ from the radio | il a é e 
original in that it will be limited to | * 


major markets, some nine stations | Block Drugs this week bought 
tha will cover over 50% of total | «ing Date” for a Saturday night 
set circulation. Cost-per-thousand summer ride on NBC-TV, with the 
ba. ; will be low, it’s undersiood, show serving as partial replace- 
om: P the outlets will be in omar ry? ment for the Sid Caesar-Imogene 
pol an centres with concentrated Coca “Show of Shows.” With Jerry 
poy lations. |Lester currently involved in a 
Lanai pe Pat de Agee be | breach of contract anit with the 
utilized, skedded on _ different) web, however, he will not emcee, 
nights and in different time slots,/as previously planned. Instead, 
to tn yal rages «greys ge | inate _peckeoer. yer da, Schu- 
ence. bankrolers Wi e vert has reporte rlene Francis, 
buy as little as one spot a week or| who femceed the show when it 
as hey 4 ok agryoe Idea is to| was aired on the ABC vies =~ 
make the show as “wide open” as! “pate” will hold down the 0 
possible, giving sponsors the oppor- | 9:30 Saturday night slot starting 
tunity of coming in for short cam-| June 7, pairing with “Saturday 
paigns; seasonal pitches, etc. Back-| Night Dance Party,” which goes 
ers will also be able to select sta-| into the 9:30 to 10730 period vice 
— ae = ria 4 erg : | the remainder of “Show of Shee. 
ve o-and-o outiets. ations nol) Web has set bands for the first 
bought for a particular spot may | four weeks of the show, with Ray 
be able to insert a one-minute an-| Anthony preeming and followed 
nounceme Tr. |by Stan Kenton, Billy May an 
Concept is to combine the ad-| Buddy Morrow. Other bands to 
vantages of network advertising in| be spotlighted but for which defi- 
ease of purchase, with the flexibil-| nite dates have not been set in- 
ity of spot television. At the same | clude Ralph Flanagan, Woody Her- 
time, the cost will be geared to fit; man and Jimmy Dorsey. 
the pocketbooks of a variety of To date, only SOS and Benrus, 
spenders, but ————T ee with a —, wong gee in — 
limited budgets. s another con-| secon alf-hour of “Show o 
venience, there will be a short can- | Shows,” have signed on for the 
cellation cl:use. /summer dance show. A third par- 
This project aims at being the/|ticipation in the first half-hour 
video counterpart of “the single | of the summer series is open, to- 
column ad in Life magazine.” It’s | — oo the entire rg 
argued that there are “over a hun- | ?0ur. ame emcee is yet to be 
dred advertisers who are using sin- signed for the series. It’s to be 
gle column ads in Life who should | ee Oe George manag 
be in television.” Drive will be | W%0OS production supervisor on the 
made for advertisers in this bracket | Caesar-Coca_ display, with Hal 
with the pitch that participating in | Janice as associate. 
the TV Pyramid will be more effec- | 
tive, since it’s concentrated in the} 


major, market than 2 taional) PAULA STONE SHOW IN 
SWITCH TO MUTUAL 


tion” in the less lucrative areas. 
One of the shows to be chosen 

will include a name _ personality “Paula Stone Show,” which 

who will be able to deliver potent) WMGM, N. Y., had been feeding 

live commercials. This will take|the Liberty network, is slated to 

care of those smaller firms which ' 


don’t have film and those products wong over to Mutual. It's figured 
which are sold better by live pres- | likely that Amana refrigerators and 
entation. Pequot sheets will also be _ re- 
berthed at MBS, continuing the 


‘ : chain’s upward trend in gross bill- 
Web Dethroned = 


Miss Stone’s gabcast is expected 
to take a 10:15-10:30 a. m. strip, 


e starting June 2. Amana would 

nl ane wilc sponsor the Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday segments, via Maury, 

|Lee & Marshall agency, with Pe- 

Although “Man Against Crime,” | quot getting the alternate days, 
sponsored by Camel cigarets, gets | through Jackson & Co. 

dispossessed from the Thursday Mutual’s billings for the first 


f months of 1952 show an 11% 
night at 9 slot on CBS-TV to make | increase over the gross for the 


way for a new Lucky Strike half-| same period of '51. Current pe- 

hour show, Camel in turn falls| riod take was $6,799,959, against 

heir to an even more enviable time $6,139,446 last year. April billings 
, this year were 10% ahead of the 

segment, Wednesday night at same month of °51, hitting $1,- 

9:30. This in turn will mean the | 677,747. 

exiting of Embassy cigarets and 


its “Web” mysterioso show. which . 
currently holds down the Wednes- Duff Upped as Coe Aide 














“AMATEUR HOUR’ SETS 


ABC’s and NBC-TV’s “Original 
Amateur Hour” will stage its an- 
nual finals in Madison Square Gar- tackle 
den June 12, for the third straight : 
year. Ted Mack show on ABC 
will originate from the Garden 
that night. 

Program will comprise amateurs 
who are three-time winners on the 
stanza. Tickets will be sold, as in 
the past, with Old Gold paying 
all expenses and all proceeds going 
to N. Y. Foundling Hospital. 


stitch sweaters off our teeth. 


kick this around and put on our 
P.S. Just so we set this thing 


spell-out. 





You will recall that»we’ve been 


What'd He Say? What'd He Say? 


at one of 


First, I think we should take a reading of the whole genera) 
situation to see if it is being ‘spitballed correctly so that we can 
eventually wham it through for approval or disapproval as the 


might be. In other words we've got to live with this for a long 
NY. GARDEN HOOPLA time, and there are certain rock bottom slants which we wil] 


ase 


have 


to try on for size. Since this situation hits us where we live, and 
since it has to be geared in before we hit the stretch it is on|y 
logical that we throw in a few cross-bucks before we take it off 
I can’t help feeling that we’re all soft as a grape at this 
stage of the game, and unless we want to get caught with our meta- 
phors down, we'd better get the egg off our faces and the cable- 


In other words, we might get caught off first base, and the whole 
thing might go over like a lead balloon. So let me urge that we a|] 


creative thinking caps so that al] 


of us will profit in the final wrap-up. 


straight, I think it advisable that 


we all crowd in for the firm-up, at which time there will be a fu! 








Hit ABC AM&TY; 


New Cancellations ‘Facts of TV Life Kicked Around . 
As BMI ‘Preems Its Video Clinics 


4 


a 





‘Pulitzer’ Exiting 
Pk Ee RM TO Sal ‘Toast’ Subs Set 
hitting. “ABC yor ABC - TV. Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 


“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” is bow.| Healy have been signed to lead off 


, , ill 
i ‘ J the string of performers who wi 
rey rtf aed go then pie substitute for conferencier Ed Sul- 





























day period. In ‘TV Playhouse’ Shifts 


Wherees in the Thursday niche 
Pong: aoe gS nal commanded In a realignment of the produc- 
only a 16-station live pickup, Camel | ;; ’s “TV Play- 
already hes a 28-station hookup | “2 ap os gat h few 
committed for the Wednesday slot. | house, — 7 ~ 


Actually, the switchover of Camel | upped from director status to serve 
from Thursday to Wednesday was’ as associate producer to chief pro- 


blue >rinted nearly three months | d i 
i S| ducer Fred Coe. Vincent J. Done- 
ago, but was kept strictly under! hue, now a director on the same 


wraps, with only CBS-TV prexy web’ 

*%\web’s Robert Montgomery dra- 
Jack Van Volkenburg and the Esty matie series, moves over to “Play- 
agency aware of the maneuver. house” to replace Duff. 


Camel takes over the new time Under the new setup, Donehue 
segment in July, installing a sum- will alternate as director each 
mer replacement starring Barry | week with Delbert Mann, who has 
Nelson, while “Man Av‘ninst| been operating under the rotating 
Crime” lays off for eight weeks.| policy heretofore with Duff. Show 
It'll be a mystery show. being} is bankrolled alternate Sunday 
filmed by the avency in New York,| nights on NBC by Philco and 
called “The Hunter.” | Goodyear. 





- : “a i a * f th 
ternates with “Pulitzer” in the 10) a on oa pay peg Sune 
p.m. Wednesday slot, has not yet | 95 with Dolores Gray, slated for 
made its decision but may return ’ % , 

I | i as f 
shift to another time slot, ee pinay gy Go Aggy pacted for 
due to the heavy coin involved it} ‘ > . . 
has not yet given a definite word | Sullivan will make his last ap- 

: 5 oes | June 15 with his anniversary show 

Two commercial religiosos are): : «law a. 
exiting, “Word of Life Songtime,” | in which Jane Froman will appear. 
in the Saturday at 11-11:30 p.m. | 
slot, had its last show Saturday 
(17), because Jack Wyrtsen, which Newell to Lennen 
“Youth on the March,” aired Sun- 
days at 10:30 p.m., leaves after 
Sunday’s (25) show. 

On the positive side, Cloretts 
showing some sponsorship interest by Philip = ar 
Ng Sottesen hobbies. “Ral. | Newell is expected to be bigger 
ston Purina, via Gardner agency, | than either of their former agen- 
“Space Patrol” from alternate) Newell will bring some of his pres- 
weeks to a weekly basis, effective| et accounts over with him when 

ept. 6. n June “Patrol” " ioe ? 
moves into the 11 a.m. Saturday | opera's under the name of Len- 
herth. |& Mitchell, while Geyer, Newell 
Of the AM ledger Seaman Bros |S canger ll continue in bus: 

as roppe “Monday orning ativied ree gE ay 1 
Headlines,” Sundays at 6:15 p.m. While Newell won’t join Lennen 

; new biz he might bring with him 

(Continued on page 31)  eit'h Embassy cigaret account. 

as had the entire Old Gold 

Henvock Blasts Hub Stall billings for a number of years, and 
P both OG and Embassy are products 

On Educ | TV Channels; of the same manufacturer, P. Lor- 

. 6 9 illard would want to merge its bill- 

Community Black Eye ings into the single agency. 

Boston, May 20. Under the new setup, Newell 

Frieda B. Hennock, FCC mem-| Will become prez and chief exec 
cators, representatives of cultura] |Of L&M, will be board chairman 
groups and public officials at the |@md also supervise the agency's 
State House here last week, urged’| Creative work. Ray Vir Den, who 
the group to make immediate ap- | has been prexy of L&M since 1947. 
— TV channel allotted to the | ago % ee effective. 

ub. | Newell stated that the present 

Declaring she knew of no section | L&M_ personnel will become the 
of the country that had the re-|nucleus for an expanded agency, 
TV, Miss Hannock blasted the dila- | Staffers augmented and increased. 
tory tactics of local educators in| Lé&M, incidentally, began its ex- 
neglecting to get on the ball and | Pansion last month, when it took 
file application as “a terrible waste | °Ver all Schlitz AM and TV bill- 
let the educational channel lie WR R ae 
idle.” Continuing, she said, “at this | q TV 
late date, not to file an immediate : A F § BUY 
application shows a great deal of 
negligence on the part of the com- STATION FOR $2,000,000 
| munity,” and suggested that if the Hollywood May 20 
| application could be in the next! Telepix producer Jack Wrather 
| day. and his mother, Mrs. Mazie 
You won't have to start with | Wrather, have acquired control of 
| the best and most complete equip-| KOTV in Tulsa for sum in excess 





after a hiatus. Sponsor is likely to | the topslot the following week. 
to the Ellington agency. | pearance before his summer hiatus 
it features, is having an operation. 
In Agency Revamp 
(via Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) is om eval 
has expanded its bankrolling of cies, based on the probability that 
slot from its present Sunday 6 p.m, | 2€" & Newell, superseding Lennen 
“Victor H. Lindlahr.” bankrolled | Util June 2, an indication of the 
illard. Thus, it’s possible that Lor- 
ber attending a conference of edu- | Officer, while Lennen, a co-founder 
plication for Channel 2, the educa- | tendered his resignation some time 
sources of the Hub for educational | With all departmental facilities and 
and black eye to the community to |ings from Young & Rubicam. 
| group sat down that afternoon the 
ment, you can program a half-hour, 


|an hour or two hours daily to get | of $2,000,000. Deal is subject to| 


| started,” she emphasized. Accord- | okay from FCC. 


ae oe ber pony ogy the station Wrathers boughi 85% of channel 
cou i e air for a cost of $150.- 
000, with another $100,000 for ad- | ase pice =~  enanen, + 284 
| Gitional equisment later, | board chairman of Cameron Tele- 
At conclusion of the conference, | Vision, Inc., and John Hill, an exec 
Gov. Dever disclosed the fact that |f the station. Channel manager 
he will soon ask the Legislature to | Helen Alvarez retains 15% of the 
set up a special commission to ‘tock. 
;make a thorough study of educa- | Wrather heads Wrather Televi- 
tional TV, insisting “that the sta-|sion Productions, now shooting 
| Son be guarded from any kind of | “Boss Lady” vidpix series at Cali- 
political dominance.” fornia studios. 


* Low-cost local programming was 


|a key concept sparking the Broad- 
| cast Music, Inc. TV Clinic in N.Y, 
|Monday and Tuesday 19-20), 
| Other clinics will be held in Chi 
|May 22-23 and Hollywood May 
| 26-27. ; 
Importance of strip programs in 
| cutting local talent and production 
| costs by slashing rehearsal time 
| and costs of settings, etc. was 
| Stressed by A. Donovan Faust, as- 
| sistant g.m. of WDTV, Pittsburgh. 
|He added that homemaking and 
| children’s participation shows are 
| Valuable in helping talent avoid 
| “burning itself out.” WDTV, Faust 
| Said, relies on a “hard core of ver- 
| satile staff performers, using free- 
lance or parttime artists as wine 
dow dressing or change of face.” 

| Ralph L. Burgin, program man- 
ager, WNBW, Washington, said 
jthat there is plenty of time for 
low-cost high-profit programs in 
the telecast day. His formula: 
programs should be short, special- 
ized in character but broad in ap- 
peal, simple in presentation, use a 
minimum of performers with 
maximum.of personality. He also 

(Continued on pag 30) 


Berle's 221-Hour 
Telethon June / 


NBC-TV execs are currently 
blueprinting the most ambitious 
telethon todate—a nearly twice- 
around - the - clock performance 
which will start at noon on June 7 
and wind up 10:30 the following 
morning. It'll be the annual Mil- 
ton Berle video pitch on behalf of 
the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund, 
which last year brought in an ap- 
proximate $2,000,000. 

Telethon will be a full-network 
proposition, with Berle being in- 
tegrated into the various Saturday 
night commercial segments to give 
the charity marathon a full 22!2- 
hour continuity. As usual, all the 
available show biz talent in New 
York will be recruited for cufto 
stints. 

(Around NBC last week they were 
laying odds that Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis won’t be among the 
“invited” participating guests, 
either on a live basis or micro-re- 
layed from the Coast, in view of 
the kidding-on-the-level treatment 
accorded Berle when the M & L 
duo pitched in with their own 
WNBT telethon a few months 
back.) 


NBC POSTS NOTICE ON 
DAGMAR TV ‘CANTEEN 


The Saturday post-midnight Daé- 
mar television show is slated for 
‘axing. A June 14 “final perform 











‘ance” notice has been posted. 
|Tabbed “Dagmar’s Canteen,” pro 
gram has been slanted toward 'ts 
GI studio audiences, carrying 
weekly budget of about $6. 18 
' Efforts of the web to sell the 12: 

‘to 12:45 a.m. show, however 
| proved fruitless. ’ 
| “Canteen” has been Dagmar $ 
initial starring vehicle since the 
'“Broadway Open House demis 
‘Jast season. Dagmar has a contrac 


'with NBC calling for $2,000 @ 
| week, on a “play or no pla) 


” basis. 
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Boxscore on Conventions 


Following are the vital statistics for network coverage of the 


political conventions this summer in Chicago. 


ABC, CBS and 


NBC have wrapped up package sponsorship deals for both their 


radio and television coverage. 


Mutual, the fourth major AM net- 


work, is offering its convention news to affiliates on a co-op basis. 
DuMont, the fourth major TV network, is participating in the TV 
pool but will have no news staff of its own in Chi and thus, prob- 


ably, no added coverage. 


(Republicans will hold down Chi for the 


week of July 7, while the Democratics move in for the week of 


July 21.) 


ABC 
Admiral is sponsoring ABC’s pickup, at a time and talent cost 


claimed by the web to be $2,000,000. 


Veepee Tommy Velotta will 


supervise the coverage, assisted by Paul W. White, Donald Coe, 


John Madigan and William Whitehouse. 


John Daly is to be chief 


commentator for both radio and TV, with other ABC name com- 
mentators participating, including Drew Pearson, Elmer Davis, 


Martin Agronsky, Bert Andrews, etc. 


TV web to date has lined 


up at least 11 stations to carry its special, outside-the-pool broad- 


casts. 


CBS 
Westinghouse will bankroll the CBS coverage, at a time and 


talent cost for radio and TV estimated at $2,500,000. 


(Westing- 


house has also bought time on the three DuMont o.&o0. outlets, 
plus WGN-TV, Chicago, which will receive the CBS-TV signals.) 
Public affairs chief Sig Mickelson will supervise the web's TV 
programming, while Ted Church is in charge of AM coverage. 
Edward R. Murrow and Bob Trout top CBS’ rester of commenta- 
tors and news analysts, which will also include the web’s full 


complement of newsmen. 


CBS-TV has lined up 34 TV stations 


to carry its pickups, and wiil also share time on Bloomington with 


NBC video. 


NBC 
Phileco Corp. has signed to sponsor NBC’s radio and TV cover- 
age, at a cost of about $2,750,000. Henry. C. Cassidy is supervising 
the AM operation, while Bill McAndrew is TV boss for the con- 


ventions. 


Web’s top newscasters will participate, including Bill 
Henry, John Cameron Swayze, etc. 


NBC has lined up the lign’s 


share of single-station TV markets, for a total of 48, plus splitting 


Bloomington with CBS video. 








3Senators Graduate From Candidates’ 


CBS TV School; Registration Strong’ 


Washington, May 20. 

The CBS television school for 
candidates is buzzing along smooth- 
ly here, with three Senators ag)- 
ready “graduated” from the course 
and seven others matriculated. 
Still more are expected to apply 
for the instruction, which is in- 
dividually given and runs a little 
over an hour. 

It is expected to aid the Sen- 
ators in their television appear- 
ances at the national conventions 
in Chicago in July and also in 
other video appearances, mostly in 
connection with their own reelec- 
tion campaigns. 

Trio already through the mill 
include Edward Martin (R., Pa.), 
William Benton (D., Conn.) and 
Robert S. Kerr (D., Okla.). 

Registered for instruction in the 
near future are Sen. John C. Sten- 
nis (D., Miss.), Arthur V. Watkins 
(R., Utah), James P. Kem (R., Mo.), 
Richard B. Russell (D., Ga.), Ho- 
mer Ferguson (R., Mich.), Irving M. 
Ives (R.. N. Y¥.) and Estes Ke- 
fauver (D., Tenn.). W. Averell Har- 
Timan, not a Senator, but a candi- 
date for the Democratic Presiden- 


tial nomination, as are Russell and 


Kefauver, is tentatively: slated to 
(Continued on page 31) 


WINS to Staff 
Chi Conventions 


WINS, Crosley-owned outlet in 
Gotham, has scheduled regular cov- 
erage of the Democratic and Re- 
publican conventions in July with 
its own staffers from Chicago. John 
Bosman, news director, and Jose- 





Phine Halpin will handle the cover- 


ase. WINS at present is the only 
- Y. indie slated to air the con- 
ventions and is the only AM indie 
Which will have its booth located 
on the convention floor. 

Indie will air about three hours 
ally during the- conventions at 
regular periods, but will interrupt 
Its schedule (except baseball) for 
hot political pickups at other times. 
General manager Harry C. Folts 
Wl oversee the coverage, with as- 
Sistant manager Joe Besch on the 
Scene for the Democratic conclave. 

Convention shows are available 
°F sponsorship. Bosman and Miss 
falpin have been alternately mod- 


+ 


} 





| 
| 





Time Will Tell 


Political aspirants in the fu- 
ture will be able to have a 
complete record on film for 
the first time of how the vari- 
ous 1952 candidates conducted 
their campaigns, via CBS-TV’s 
“Presidential Timber” series. 
Web devotes a half-hour each 
Friday night to all candidates 
individually, to program in 
any manner they themselves 
choose, and has taken kine- 
scope recordings of each 
stanza. 

CBS expects the film record 
to prove extremely valuable 
in years to come, not only as 
a guide to future candidates 
but as a history of the Amer- 
ican political scene, circa 1952. 


Chi Amphitheatre 
As Convention Site 


Cued to TV Needs 


Chicago, May 20. 

Thanks to television, the Inter- 
national Aniphitheatre has taken 
on a new look, a new name and 
appreciably brighter prospects for 
new business. Selected as the site 
for the July political conventions 
of the two major parties because of 
its adaptability 
South Side arena will be the focal 
point of the most extensive report- 
ing job ever attempted by the sight- 
plus-sound medium. 





First formal acknowledgment by 


the Republicans and Democrats of 


the key role video will play this | 


election year came last fall when 
the parties’ brass picked the Am- | 
phitheatre as the convention site| 
over the Chicago Stadium, tradi-| 
tional Windy City home of the con- 
claves. The determining factor in | 
favor of the Amphitheatre was the 
arguments from the industry reps, 
with NBC prexy Joseph McConnell 
making the clinching pitch, that the 
Stadium layout was wholly inade- | 
quate for TV purposes. 

In anticipation of the nationwide | 
attention to be focused on its dur- 
ing the two weeks in July, the stock 


erating the indie’s “Voters Forum,” | yards arena is being polished inside | 


Politico news-and-opinion strip. 


(Continued on page 34) 


DEMS, GOP PRIMP FOR BIG SHOW 





cFEK MAXIMUM 





Chicago, May 20. 

| The high brass of both political 
| parties are currently rounding out 
|details of the nominating conven- 
tions, with an eye to streamlining 
the affairs where ever possible for 
the benefit of television. The Re- 
publican and Democratic nabobs 
anticipate a wide-open slam bang 
brace of conclaves and because 
millions of voters will view the In- 
ternational Amphitheatre sessions 
via TV,.they’re anxious to put on 
the best display possible. 

That’s the reason the Demos, for 
example, latched onto J. Leonard 
Reinsch as a special convention 
TV consultant. Reinsch is taking a 
leave of absence from his post as 


Fry on the video aspects of the 
Demo’s gathering. His main func- 
tion will be to correlate the con- 
vention program with TV’s more 
rigid time standards. 

The Democrats hope to schedule 
major events during the evening 
hours with their larger viewing 
audience and are suggesting that 
lengthy set speeches be held to a 
minimum of two each session. It’s 
recognized, of course, once the af- 
fair really gets rolling and the 
delegates take over—probably by 





tics first and catch as catch can for 
| the video boys. 

Both parties at this point expect 
their respective conventions to last 
at least four days. As Fry points 
out, this year will be the first time 
since 1928 that a chief executive 
isn’t running to succeed himself. 
That means, in the I 
Democrats, it’ll 


case of the 


be the first real 


have a 
conventions 


laoks to 
the 
July. 


majority 
roll around 


emerges with its presidential nomi- 
nee. And besides the basic “head 
of the ticket” battle, there’s ex- 
pected to be several .other im- 
portant floor skirmishes to spice 
the show. 

There'll will be delegate seating 
hassles in both parties which may 
well result in heating floor fights. 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur is ex- 
pected to make a dramatic appear- 
ance at the GOP shindig, igniting 
sparks from the Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower camp. Then for the 
Demo's there is the perennial tiff 
brewing over the civil rights plat- 
form plank which may see another 
| delegation exodus such as marked 





All it all, it looms as a terrific | Nets, 


spectacle. 


the second evening—it’ll be poli-| 


Chis Pre-Conventions Headache: 





national convention in July 


CHOIWMANSHIP, 1,900 B cast Requests to Cover Meets 


wet—political conventionwise-—in 


i By HERMAN A, LOWE 
Slanted Politics | Washington, May 20. 
Viewers of the Republican | Television, which got its feet 


may get no better than a quar- 
ter-profile of most of the 


Philadelphia in 1948, takes the full 


| plunge at the Chicago Republican 


party's chief speakers and can- | and Democratic national conven- 
didates, as a result of the tions next July. It will probably 
GOP’s having emphatically reach an audience 10 times as large 


nixed the TV network’s pool 
request for permission to build 
a special camera platform near 
the centre of the auditorium 
for full-face shots. Democrats, 








| 


} 


managing director of the Cox) 
radio-TV stations to work with | 
party chairman Frank E. McKin- 
|ney and radio-TV director Ken | 


| 





| 


| 
| 


in| Republican 


however, okayed the platform 
indirectly by refusing to issue 
a “no” to the nets’ request. 

The pool will have cameras 
operating from both sides of | 
the speaker's platform, but 
Chicago's International Amphi- 
theatre is built in such a way 
that no full-face shots are pos- 
sible without the special plat- 
form. GOP reasoned that if it 
okayed such a platform for 
video, the theatrical newsreels, 
still photogs, etc., would also 
demand one. Webs believe off 
the record, however, that the 
real reason why the - party 
banned the platform was that 
it would mean their tearing out 
a few seats for delegates. 


Chi Has Sideline 








| obtained 


as four years ago and will operate 
with a maturity and savvy which 
were lacking in Philly. 

As one television newsman here 
put it, “these politicians just have 
no idea how much wajlop video is 
going to carry in sending out con- 
vention coverage from Chicago. 

Some idea of the impact can be 
via statistics then and 
now. 

In mid-1948, there were only 30 
television transmitters in the 
nation, Some of these were isolated 
in the west and south, and could 
make no convention tieup at all. 


| Coverage was reached only in the 


northeast section of the country, 
generally getting no further west 
than Detroit. 

Today there are 108 stations on 
the air and, thanks to the present 
coaxial and microwave connections, 
the programs will be brought inte 
the deep south and all the way to 
the Pacific Coast. 

In 1948, there were fewer than 
600,000 sets in the hands of private 
owners, taprooms, etc. Some of 
these, of course, were in parts of 





Fight Over Micro 
Allocation Disposal 


etaaghe : . | Major television networks have | 
nomination dog fight sinte Frank- | peen joined in a hot-and-heavy be- | 
lin Roosevelt won the nod in 1932. | hind-the-scenes fight during the 
No single candidate in either wy | last few months over micro-relay 

when 


allocations during the weeks of the 
and Democratic na- 
tional conventions. Disposition of 


So in all likelihood there will) the limited networking facilities 
be a tough, colorful, and probably| has. not been finalized to date, 
lenthy struggle before either group | 


which is responsible at least par- 
tially for the indecision of some 
stations in single and two-station 
markets over which network to 
sign on with for convention cov- 
erage. 

While the four webs have com- 
bined into a pool operation for 
pickups directly from the floor of 
Chicago’s International Amphithe- 
atre, each plans to use ité.own sig- 
nal, rather than the pool signal, 
wherever possible. At the present 
time, there is only a single relay 
line in either direction from Omaha 
to the west and the new links 
through the south and southwest, 
which are expected to start op- 
erating July 1, will also provide 
only one-channel transmission. 
as a result, are squabbling 
| (Continued ou page 34) 








how last meeting in Philly. 


| Crystal-Balling the Conventions 





By BERT BRILLER 





Although television has never)! Press’ and comes out for higher 


| previously given a_ Presidential 
campaign all-out coverage, it’s a 


| 


} 


itake place in the 


| Profits, higher wages, higher sub- 
sidies, higher tariffs and freer en- 


| 


to video, the big) relatively easy matter to predict | terprise. 
the outstanding events that will | 


June 23: Ed Sullivan opens 


52 political | “Toast of the Town” with a trained 


sweepstakes on TV. After all, TV | elephant and donkey act. 


is reaching its maturity and poli- | 


foresee: 


| house, a soap sponsor (whose ini- 
| tials 


which will work in smoke-filled | 
rooms. 

May 30: Tobacco spenders set | 
saturation spot campaigns in Chi, | 
to coincide with the conventions. | 
Ditto Airwick. 1 

June 15: Fathers Day. } 

June 17: Having learned that the 
political hoopla is being bankrolled | 
by Admiral, Phileco and Westing- | 


are P&G) inquires meekly 
whether a non-electronics manu- | 
facturer can bankroll a piece of the 
electioncasts. 


June 19: Sen. Flush “Meets the 


| June 25: Sen. Flush guests on 


tics are as childish as ever. We | ABC-TV’s “Hot Seat.” comes out 


|for lower taxes, lower budgets, 


May 29: ABC-TV engineers de- | jower prices and freer enterprise. 
velop an infra-red orthicon camera | 


June 26: Sen. Flush is CBS-TV’s 
“Man of the Week,” calls for probe | 


lof the mink-coat scandals; charges | 
| that his wife’s mink, after only two 


seasons’ wear, looks like skunk. | 


June 27: National Grapefruit | 
|Day. Taft crowns Grapefruit | 
|; Queen. 


June 28: Sen. Flush is mystery | 
celeb on “What's My Line?” Panel | 
rope-walker. 
June 29: NBC fires Charles | 
(Charlie) Snatchem, time salesman. | 
He sold a 30-second spot, adjacent | 
(Continued on page 31) 


the country where they couldn't 
pull in the convention programs. 
Today, there are 17,000,000 TV 
sets in the hands of the public, 
| the very large majority of which 
| will be able to tune in on the con- 
| ventions. 
In addition, there may be some 
large screen theatre TV coverage, 
(Continued on page 34) 


Mutual's Spotlight 
On Chi Convention 


Mutual is dramatizing its grass- 
roots character by (1) opening its 
coverage of the major party Presi- 
dential conventions in July to local 
and regional sponsorship on a co- 
op basis; (2) going after stations 
which had been linked to the now- 
demised Liberty network. 

MBS election setup will be the 
first time local advertisers will be 
able to bankroll a piece of the con- 
vention coverage. Exec v.p. Wil- 
liam Fineshriber, Jr., said that 
the 550-station web had _ been 
“swamped” with requests from out- 
lets, which has some 4,000 co-op 
bankrollers on about 20 different 
shows. 
| The skein will have over a dozen 
,of its newsmen, including Gabriel 
|Heatter, Fulton Lewis, Jr., Cecil 
;Brown, William Hillman, Frank 
| Singiser, H. R. Baukhage, Frank 
Edwards, etc., at its floor space in 
the International ,Amphitheatre, 
plus studios in the Conrad Hilton 
Hotel and WGN's mobile unit. 

On the affiliates’ front, Mutual 
has been signing outlets, adding 
about nine in the past few weeks, 
despite the fact that it has about 
|200 more “peanut whistles” than 
|its nearest competitor, ABC, which 
|is also adding stations (about a half 
| dozen in the past fortnight or so). 
| MBS is considered in the trade 
a good bet to take over the strand- 
ed Liberty stations since the latter 














{were primarily interested in the 


LBS “Game of the Day” baseball- 
casts, which Mutual has (backed by 
Falstaff in some markets and aired 
as co-ops in others). 


Frankel’s Political Post 


Lou Frankel, former general 





| guesses his occupation as tight-, manager of the demised WFDR 


(FM), N. Y., has been named radio- 
tele director of the National Com- 
mittee for Harriman for President. 

Group has opened HQ at Hotel 
Lombardy, N. Y. 
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Mutual, WOR Depts. 


Due for Combine; 


Taylor Study Set to End Overlaps 





Consolidation of some depart-’ 
ments of Mutual and WOR, N. Y., 
which have been operating as sep- 
arate entities, is expected to come 
shortly. J. Glen Taytor, former 
General Tire & Rubber exec who 
recently moved over into Thomas 
S. Lee Enterprises, which has 90% 
ownership of WOR and 58% stock 
interest in Mutual, is reportedly | 
making an efficiency study of the | 
two organizations with an eye to} 
ending dunlications of personnel | 
and overlapping of functions. } 

Tavlor’s importance in the setup | 
is indicated by the fact that he has | 
made his temporary headquariers | 
in the office formerly occupied by | 
William Fineshriber, Jr., executive | 
v.p. Later has moved into the cor- | 
ner oftice previously occupied by | 
Frank White. who resigned two 
weeks ago, with Thomas F. O'Neil, 
IJr., the General Tire-Thomas S. 
Lee exec, adding the network pres- | 
idency t@& his board chairmanship | 





chores. White, incidentally, is cur- 
rently on a Florida fishing trip 
prior to joining NBC with vice- 


presidential status. 

Fact that Fineshriber has moved | 
into White’s office is causing spec- 
ulation that O’Neil will give him a 
erack at winning the presidential 
manile, and presumably might di- 
vest himself of that post, keeping 
the board chairmanship. O'Neil | 
hasn’t taken an office in the WOR- | 
MBS building at 1440 Broadway, 
1 ee 


: tion of the WOR and Mutual set- | 
ups, which seems dictated by econo- 
mies that could be effected, is the 
fact that the network is now han- 
dling the ads for the N. Y. key. Pre- 
viously separate ad depariments 
were maintained. However, 
Joe Creamer restgning two weeks 
ago to forin his own firm, and his 
assistant moved up to head the TV 
phase of sales promotion, Mutual 
is now producing the Gotham sta- 
tion’s ads. 

It has long 
consolidation 


been expected that 
of service depart- 
ments would be inevitable after 
O'Neil gained a majority of MBS 
stock. MBS and WOR have separate 
news, publicity, program, sales and 
other depariments. Some of these 
ean be combined, it’s figured, while 
in others, separate entities will be 
maintained (as in the other net- 
works), but with their activities 
more closely correlated. Thus, in 
sales, where different groups of 
sponsors ard agencies are contact- 
ed. integration is not too likely. 
Mutual has no engineers of its 
own and has been using the per- 
sonnel of its stockholder stations 
(chiefly WOR’s). Thus the WOR 
technical staff isn’t likely to be 
affected. The web at present has 
no fulltime v.p., since Fineshriber 
added exec v.p. duties to his pro- 
gram work, and this has inspired 
speculation that Jules Seebach, 
WOR'’s program chief, might be in- 
tegrated into the web operation. 


Murray Will Carry Ball In 
Fight for Grid TV; Cites 
Figures to Show Tele Aid 


Minneapolis, May 20. 

Fran Murray, U. of Pennsylvania 
athletic director, will continue his 
fight against NCAA-controlled TV 
and hopes to be able eventually to 
telecast all Pennsylvania football 
games, he announced here. 
1 In Minneapolis to address a U. 
d of P. alumni dinner, he declared 
i that he nas figures to refute those 
i contained in the NCAA report re- 
cently released and to show that 
telecasts of football games help at- 
tendance, instead of hurting it, as 
the NCAA contends. 
q “We must make TV our ally, not 
4 our enemy,” asserted Murray, who 











predicted that “the people fighting | 


it now will be bending over back- 
wards to get their football games 
televised three years hence, or 
sooner.” 

Murray backed up his stand with 
definite figures. He asserted that 
“we televised all our football games 
at Pennsylvania from 1939 through 
1950. We increased our season 
ticket sale from 18,000 to a high of 
45,000 during that period. 

“When we quit televising, our 
sale dropped considerably. The 
story was the same among a group 
of 10 colleges in our area. The 
schools wita television lost an ay- 

(Continued on page 36) 


| rollers, 
A sign of the coming consolida- | 


with 


WHAM-TV’s Blood Bid 


Rochester, May 20. 

WHAM-TV will celebrate its 
third anni June 11 by devoting 
all station time and station 
breaks to a pitch for 3,000 
blood donors for the Red 
Cross. Station has invited 300 
civic, business, religious and 
educational organizations in 
the city to send two represen- 
tatives each to WHAM-TV 
that day and bring signed 
pledges for future donations 
by their members. 

Station’s largest studio will 
be converted into a blood cen- 
tre staffed by Red Cross per- 
sonnel, 


CBS Plugs Video 


| 








Holes; Cuts Moore 


CBS-TV, which has lost several 
major bankrollers during the last 
several weeks, has lost little time 
in re-selling the open time periods 


,;and also in getting new business. 


Web pacted Lever Bros., Pall Mall 
and Campbell Soup to take over 
time slots dropped by other bank- 
and also signed Owens- 
Corning for a new strip on the Ar- 
thur Godfrey simulcast. Four sales 
irepresent a total of $6,175,000 in 
| billings but it’s not considered all 
!new business since three of the 
| four time slots had been previously 
| sponsored. 


At the same time, the web re- 
| vealed that it will trim its daytime 
Garry Moore show from a full hour 
| cross-the-board to 30 minutes be- 
leause of difficulty in selling the 
|open segments. Moore’s show at 
| one time was the web’s biggest day- 
ltime earner, bringing in about $6,- 
|000,000 in billings when it was 
'SRO. Under the new half-hour 
format, the current participating 
|bankrollers will move directly in, 
|so the new show is expected to be 
sold out. It continues through the 
| summer. 


| Lever, for Pepsodent, has bought 

the Tuesday and Thursday night 
|7:45 to 8 periods, the time being 
vacated by Fatima cigarets on the 
“Stork Club” show. Sponsor will 
back a musical show, which hasn’t 
been selected. New show will 
| preem, however, July 1. 

Campbell has bought “Double or 
Nothing” for the 2 to 2:30 p. m. 
slot Mondays. Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, taking over half the time now 
occupied by Moore, starting Sept. 
15. Pall Mall, as previously an- 
nounced, is picking up the Tuesday 
and Thursday segments of the Doug 
Edwards news show, aired cross- 
the-board from 7:30 to 7:45 p. m. 
and on which Oldsmobile has the 
other three nights. Owens-Corning 
will move into the Godfrey morn- 
ing simulcast, taking two quarter- 
hours of the 10 to 10:15 a. m. strip 
| Starting Sept 2. 
| With the Moore show being 
irimmed to a half-hour, General 
Electric has decided to check off 
'the quarter-hour segment it spon- 
sors on Fridays after the June 13 
| broadcast, but will keep its other 
two segments each week. 


WB LOPS LONGEST-RUN 
SPONSORED PIFT SHOW 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

The longest-running sponsored 
| radio show in Pittsburgh faded last 
week when WB dropped “Foot- 
lights and Stardust” over WWSW 
aiter 18 years. Program was aired 
daily from the Enright Theatre, 
and had Johnny Mitchell at the 
organ and an announcer listing the 
shows in various Warner theatres. 

Axing was an economy move on 
the part of Warners. Mitchell had 
been on continuously ever since 
he and Walt Framer, now a radio 
and TV producer-packager in New 
York, teed off ‘“Footlights and Star- 
dust” in 1934. 














' 

| Seattle—Paul West, director of 
Housewives Protective League at 

| KIRO here, is leaving for similar 

;spot at KCBS, San_ Francisco 

| Lewis Martin, of Chicago, take: 


6 $9 e 
Suspense’s’ 10th Anni 
CBS Radio’s Electric Auto-Lite 
sponsored “Suspense” celebrates 
its 10th anni on the air June 9 
with a live reprise by Agnes 
Moorehe:.d of Lucille Fletcher’s 
“Sorry, Wrong Number,” which 
has become almost a classic of ra- 
dio suspense. : 
It will mark the sixth time Miss 
Moorehead has done the show and 
the 18th time it’s been aired on 

“Suspense.” 


‘At Liberty’ LBS 
Staffers Ask 1006 
After Web Foldo 


Dallas, May 20. 
Death knell of the huge Liberty 
bell, part of Liberty Broadcasting 
System’s huge sign atop the net’s 
headquarters here, had _ hardly 
stopped sounding before prexy 
Gordon B. McLendon announced 
formation of a new, pint-sized 
radio network within a month. 
McLendon plans a six-station web. 
New hookup would include three 
Texas stations owned by himself 
and his father, Barton R. Mc- 
Lendon, and three stations owned 
by his father-in-law, former Louis- 
iana governor Jimmy Noe. Stations 
include KLIF, Dallas; KELP, El 
Paso; KLBS, Houston; KNOE, 





and a Pine Bluff, Ark., outlet. 

LBS, as a corporation, is still 
irtact. McLendon stated that it 
was financially sound. 

McLeéndon’s LBS broadcast 
Thursday (15) on demise of the 
web, left some 75 employees job- 
less. Of these, three each were in 


Atlanta and Washington. At Dallas 
headquarters, aside from execu- 
tives, five announcers, four engi- 
neers, news editor Michael Hinn. 
and Tom Merriman’s 7-man staff 
orch were dropped without notice 
—along with casts of daytime 
serials. 

Some of the staff, now “at lib- 
erty,” are reportedly ready to file 
claims totaling over $100,000 
through AFRA, alleging breach of 
contract and claiming vacation pay. 
These include some announcers 
and serial cast members. 

Oil multimillionaire Hugh Roy 
Cullen, who bought a $1,000,000 
partnership in the network a year 
ago, is understood to have bowed 
out of the network, quietly, over a 
month ago. Instead of selling his 
interest, philanthropic Cullen re- 
portedly gifted LBS with $200,000 
and went his way. 

Matty Brescia, LBS press direc- 
tor, was not in favor of the suit 
against baseball. Brescia has long 
urged baseball and radio to settle 
differences out of court. 


Union Electric Mulling 
Further Backing of ‘Land’ 


St. Louis, May 20. 

Execs of the Union Electric Co. 
of Missouri, with headquarters 
here, are mulling the question of 
continuing bankrolling the “Land 
We Live In” program, which has 
just concluded its 16th consecutive 
year. The program, for 30 minutes 
each Friday, dramatizes incidents 
in the early history of St. Louis 
and environs. It was originally 
broadcast from KMOX, local CBS 
outlet, but several years ago KSD 
took over, and the programs orig- 
inated from the sponsor’s radio 
theatre in downtown St. Louis. 

The Audio Visual Division of the 
St. Louis Board of Education 
selected 23 of the recorded pro- 
grams for use in local public 
schools. More than 200 of the 
scripts were written by Kensinger 
— of the Gardner Advertising 
O., 








Brescia’s New Post 


Dallas, May 20. 

Matty Brescia, former press di- 
rector and baseball publicist of Lib- 
erty Broadcasting System, has been 
appointed radio and television pub- 
licity director of Action Advertis- 
ng Corp. in Memphis, by prexy 
Serne J. Ejlis. 

Brescia will hypo radio-TV cov- 
rage for Hart’s Bread account in 
ri-state area of Tennessee, Arkan- 
as, and Mississippi. Brescia, ex- 
lemphis VaRteETyY mugg, resigned 





over West’s job at KIRO. 


ais LBS slot here May 3. 


* 


Map Indie Org. to Fight Net Monopoly’ 





Good-Neighbor Policy 


Buffalo, May 20. 

A Toronto viewer last week 
tried to inaugurate “pay-as- 
you-see” television here. He 
sent a $5 check to WBEN-TV, 
lone video outlet for thousands 
of Ontario set-owners, “in ap- 
preciation of your wonderful 
programs.” 

“Receiving sets in Canada are 
being contemplated as a source 
of revenue for licensing,” the 
Canadian wrote. ‘Therefore, 
I think it only fair that seeing 
you are doing all the work and 
we are deriving...pleasure, 
you should receive a fee also.” 

Station, nonplussed, re- 
turned the check. 


Co-op Network 
Now Talked Up 


Washington, May 20. 
Possibilities of a cooperative 
network to fill the void created by 











| Broadcasting System 


Monroe, La; WNOE, New Orleans | 


LBS offices in N. Y., Chi., L. A., | 


ithe suspension of the Liberty 
are being 
considered here by the Peoples 
Broadcasting Corp., operators of 
WOL in Washington and WRFD in 
Worthington, O. Peoples is. a sub- 
sidiary of Farm Bureau Insurance 
Co. of Columbus. 

“Herbert E. Evans, general man- 
ager of Peoples, said ‘“‘the fact that 
Liberty was able to secure over 
400 affiliates is every indication 
that there is a large group of non- 
network stations that need the 
services that Liberty was set up to 
render.” 


In view of the need of these for- 
jmer Liberty affiliates for im- 
| portant news coming out of Wash- 
| ington, Evans said that Peoples is 
| considering offering on a coopera- 
| tive basis, through WOL, news and 





|other services to stations in the | 


| mid-atlantie states. 


Evans said that stations:in a 
direct line to Columbus have in- 
dicated an interest in tieing-in with 
WwOL and WRFD on a cooperative 
service. 

He added that the project will 
be discussed at a meeting to be 
called soon of interested stations. 
The plan would be to operate. on 
a non-profit basis, with stations 
sharing expenses and earnings. 


NARND PICKS CLEVE. FOR 
92 CONVENTION IN DEC. 


Minneapolis, May 20. 

National Assn. of Radio News 
Directors board, at a meeting here, 
chose Cleveland as its 1952 con- 
vention city. It also decided to 
shift the time from the usual mid- 
November to Dec. 1-3, because 
there would be convention hotel 
congestion there at the earlier 
date, according to Jim Bormann, of 
local station WCCO, NARND pres- 
ident. 

There were convention bids from 
60 cities, but Cleveland finally was 
selected because of outstarding TV 
facilities there, Bormann said. One 
of the convention’s program high- 
lights will be a TV workshop, de- 
signed to acquaint TV newsmen 
with newly-developed techniques 
to help radio newsmen who soon 
will be entering the video field for 
the first time. Bormann announced 
that a progressive radio-news 
workshop also is on the agenda. 

NARND vice-president Tom Ea- 
ton, WTIC, Hartford, is arranging 
the convention program, assisted 
by F. O. Carver, WSJS, Winston- 
Salem. A program feature will be 
a report and discussion of NARND’s 
continuing resistance campaign 
against attempts to limit freedom 
of information in America, he also 
announced. 








Cloutier’s Cleve. Post 

. Cleveland, May 20. 
Norman L. Cloutier has been 
named program director of WTAM- 
|WNBK. The post has been newly- 
oar at the NBC duo outlets 
ere, 


tor, has been a director of many of 
NBC’s musical shows. 





Cloutier, noted musical conduc- | 


Rebroadcast Rights to Hypo Revenue 


Washington, May 29 

A move has been started here to 
develop a new organization of 
radio and TV broadcasters to be 
called the Assn. of Affiliated g 
Independent Radio and Ty Broad. 
casters. President of AAIRTRB is 
Gordon Brown, owner of 


W SAY 
Rochester, N.Y., an arch foe of 
network “monopoly,” who has been 
fighting for Congressional legisla. 


tion to put the webs under direct 
regulation by the Federal Co; 
nications Commission. At esent 
FCC has no power over net ex. 
cept through their owned and oper. 
ated stations. , 

Brown told Vartery that already 
166 .radio stations have indicated 
interest in joining the new asso 
ciation. 

Purpose of AAIRTB, as 


mu- 


ane 
nounced Friday (16) ‘at a news 
conference in Washington, is to 


organize independent broadcasters 
to break the alleged domina 





tion of 
networks over affiliates and indies, 
|} to demand enforcement of anti. 
trust laws affecting the broadcast. 
| ing industry, to resist alleged con- 
| trol of rates by the webs, and “to 
| present an organized front to 


| counteract the paid lobbyists of the 
four major networks working out 
| of their so-called Washington of- 
| fices, who consistently propagan- 
| dize the FCC and the legislators to 
| regulate radio to the benefit of the 
networks and the detriment of the 
| affiliated and independent stations.” 
|. Brown announced his project co- 
| incident with a relaxation of FCC 
| rules to permit radio stations to re- 
| broadcast network programs, if 
permission is obtained from the 


sponsor anc the station whose 
signal is rebroadcast. Under the 
|new rules, a station must give 


reasons for refusing to allow any 
of its program§ to be rebroadcast, 
Films’ Example 

Brown has been fighting to re- 
move all barriers to rebroadcasting 
of programs, on the ground the 
program belongs to the sponsor, 
| and that he has the right to sell it 
to whomever he desires after the 
| network affiliate has carried it. He 
| feels that programs should be re- 
broadcast, just as motion pictures 
are reissued and played again and 
again in the same cities by differ- 
| ent theatres. 

Pointing to the extensive amount 
|of rebroadcasting done on the 
Coast, Brown finds that “a more 
general use of _ rebroadcasting 
would be the incentive for spon- 
sors to continue to produce high 
quality programs” and add millions 
of dollars of revenue to radio 
broadcasters without in any way in- 
juring the industry. 

The networks are opposed to re- 
broadcasts, Brown told newsmen, 
because they fear the practice 

(Continued on page 30) 


10th Anni duPont Awards 
To WCAU, WCAU-TV, WEEI 
Commentator Joe Harsch 


Washington, May 20. 

The 10th annual Ralph I. duPont 
Foundation Awards in radio and TV 
have been won by stations WCAU 
and WCAU-TV in Philadelphia.and 
WEEI, Boston; and by commenta 
tor Joseph C. Harsch. Announces 
ment of the winners was mace at 
the annual dinner Saturday night 
(17). Awards are $1,000 cash and 
a plaque to each winner. 

At the same time, Roser W. 
Clipp, general manager of WFIL 
and WFIL-TV, Philadelphia. W'" 
ner of the large station award las 
year, announced that the station 
was turning over its $1,000 cash 
prize of the year before to an edu 
cational scholarship in the proads 
casting field. 

The duPont Awards are 
each year for outstanding and merle 
|torious service to the Ameri 
| people in broadcasting. In adel 
\tion to the three winners, there 
were several special honorary ¢o™ 
mendations for work in 195!. P 

Runnersup to WCAU, affiliate © 
|the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 
|in the large station group = 
WAAM-TV, Baltimore; eee 
‘Chicago; WLW, Cincinnal': - 
|WHAS and WHAS-TV, Louisville 
| Ky. Donald W. Thornburgh. prev 
‘dent and general manaser © 
WCAU, accepted its awards 

Trailing WEEI, CBS-owne? 
| let, in the small station fic'( ‘ 
| (Continued on page 9’ 
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15 segments in “6 O’Clock Report,” 
which doesn’t take the air until | 
next Monday (26), and four seg- 
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(Continued on page 30) 
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than Hooper. Daytime and night- 
time sets-in-use figures in Colum- 
bus were 222% higher in Trendex 


























Lawrence said the station has been 


ing the air prior to 10 a.m. but so 





surveying the possibilities of tak- | 


far sights little sponsor interest. | 











spot for studio audiences to.drop 
| in to catch Allen and guestars in 
; an ad lib routine. 
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rye tion is offering sponsors well-pro-| Hudson River from Manhattan. | that several of their stations are | hiladelphia. May 20 
y night duced shows at an inexpensive | Trio of shows, which will play | Hooper subscribers, but that they | Detroit Ne ro Jock Quits _ Philadelphia, May 20. 
‘I an Price “which they can’t turn down.” | against the park’s natural setting, | feel they have the right to investi- | g | Despite a 26% dip as compared 
sh On “6 O'Clock Report,” which is | include two nighttime entries and gate ratings and to suggest ghat WJLB ° 5 . H | |to the previous year, Philco Corp. 
— nd fh herve y= —_ oe a Se daytime disk eet —_ his a meng tt in tation assie sales for the March quarter 
ger ve minutes of news, five of human | jockey show. ~|merely asking, were y ‘ it, cn se i 
LL - interest Stories and five of sports, | : Nighttime shows will both be! ing to the radio just now?” Sal Leroy White, ag ag Bl | ypu the reg a total 
aa last Chase National Bank bought the | aired Wednesday. | First, to pot Hooper said that the radio lis- | has resigned from WJLB over what | (°° any quarterly period in the 
ean Don Hollenbeck news segment 0n | titled “Midway,” will go from 8 to | tening only” question technique |}. terms “political differences,” | firm’s history. 
10 cash pendays, baba oy na ag 8:30 and en gg vo nigger of (Continued on page 30) White's program, “Rockin’ with! Only the record figure of the 
an edue ing MT ee qAOO! Cigarets Is buy-| as emcee of a | ; Leroy,” will be discontinued. Other | first period of last year ran higher, 
pee ing Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-| show. He'll interview oo forms of Negro entertainment un- | pea to William AH Ce bi 
ae re Rg Ma nang gba | on eeny adgpeciedin gyi Mg AB nd Finger-Pointing der the direction of State —_ Bris- president of Philco. Sales eased to 
given ‘a by Tom Meany. | prizes ror : ; ‘onan 1 ; ‘toe Bryant will ren'ace the show. rt . ao ae 
aimese JF pi fecelved no takers yet on the | demonstrating their skills at the) | Cenevas  YyNlsh 205. |'° white, who algo ie an advertising | $24230-000 the first three months 
merical ae tre Bee ae -* tat which = ae. Peo | Bank” over WGVA. local ABC. | executive, explained that Ps a0 year whee met income dipped to 
n addi- ) eature onard. » | title . ¢ raw H j ht | affiliate found ’ themselves | doned his Democratic can idacy } $2 841 090 or 64 cents a common 
here _ Purchasers on “Rain or Shine”| from 8:30 to 9:30, will spotlig aS , |for Congress in the 13th District |p OCs , 
oy - clude = Philip Morris, which | Bob Haymes as emcee of a talent | ete Mags” pag ody Wodmendey lwhen the station objected. But he eo $3,521,000, or 97 cents 
51 bought the show on Fridays for its j search and outdoor competition. (14). Just as two contestants | couldn't accept a suggestion, from ; P 
sliate of unhill cigarets, and another spon-| Former will emanate from a were shout ts “tresk the | the station, he said, that his wite,| The figures were encouraging, 
3 ulletin, ‘or, which wishes to be unidenti-| Park's Casino Ballroom, while ome bank” on the quiz show, the | State Rep. Charline White, should | Balderston said, pointing out that 
were? ¢d temporarily for competitive | latter half will originate beside t e| rogram Was inberrusted i oie ‘also refrain from seeking reelec- business is proceeding on a much 
‘WBBM, reasons, which bought the Monday, | pool, where Haymes will officiate | aeietins on. & Gees tas ce | ae. more even basis than was the case 
tic an uesday and Wednesday segments. | at diving and swimming contests | ow at i wane Walenee | Tdeerd Nye, an executive of the | 4 year ago when “scare buying 
vuisville, th Uncle Ben’s Rice previously | and exhibitions. ‘ itled| Bank of Ovid, N. Y. Later in | station, said the question facing |" the vt a ee 
presi on Thursdays, the strip is now| Daytime show will be titled) the program another bulletin the station was whether “long ab-| by # marked lull as distribs an 
er 0 SRO. New spot advertisers include | “Summer Matinee and is tenta- | on the local bank break was sences in some new field of en- dealers balanced their inventories, 
* Skol. which pacted for participa-| tively slated to hold down the 1:45, aired 'deavor would interrupt our pro-|. Balderston was optimistic that 
ned out tions in both “Early Show” and the| to 3 p.m. strip starting May 26. P.S.—Finger Lakes area po- | gram. The decision as to whether |the political conventions and the 
ld were: Margaret Arlen program, and Fed-| Bill Silbert will be the deejay, a 


30) 


*rs-Quigan, which bought a series 
of ‘pots in WCBS-TV's “Late 


JV 


a 


working out of the Circus Restau- | 
| rant, in which he'll spin records, | 


| interview celebs, etc. 


lice are still searching for the 
real life pair whe “broke the 
| bank.” 


he would remain in the entertain- 
ment field or shift to the lawmak- 
‘ing was for Mr. White to maké,” 


| Presidential election would pro- 
| vide further business stimulation 
during the rest of the yéar. 
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S A COMMUNIST FOR FBI| DEPARTMENTAL TRIAL STRENGTH OF NATION 0 aaaeeeeeeeeaeeaenabaasaeeaaba aa aaanaanannrretee 

tee Dana Andrews With Dave Driscoll, Capt. Eugene | Narrator: Charles Shaw wile e 
Producer: Frederic W. Ziv Co. 5a cilllemddy het eT fe Producer: Jack Charest; Fre Fro m th Q Pr luction Centres 

Mins., Sun., 6 p.m. ns., Wed. , 11:15 p.m. ) 
ae INGSTON CAKE co. WOR, New York Writers: Bill McMahon, Bill Hol- 
WIP, Philadelphia In tackling a hot local issue os ue, a ee : ‘ 

Best seller “I Was a Comsmumet Wednesday night’ (14), WOR dem-|pupp CO. 3 = +tbee 
ge gan oe yg «grt A onstrated how radio can fill its role | WCAU, Philadelphia — er IN NEW YORK CITY ane 
natural for radio, which has been | as a public servant and an enter- | “Strength of Nation” is  pro- ie 
doing this sort of thing for years, |tainer with top showmanship val-| duced by WCAU in cooperation Ken Roberts, of WMGM’s “Tops in Pops,” back Monday (19) dive 





and for Dana Andrews, equally ex-| yes, Interrupting its regularly) with the, Americans for the es) month in Europe....USO topper Jim Sauter guests on Maxine Keith's 
perienced at hard-hitting roles.| scheduled programs of news and | petitive Enterprise Syst Greater | Segment of George Hamilton Combs show on WJZ tomorrow post- 
Special interest is added by time-| weather reports to broadcast a re- _, oe add a, | midnight (Thurs.)....Nanette Fabray and Aldo Ray starred in “MG) 
liness of a basen rece . jcord 7¢ bog, aay > lpr us | cameeneed: ‘ies opening show (16).| Musical Comedy Theatre” production of “Fiesta,” taped last night 
mented, eestans Sees OM tt Se ee ae * ial Feat! of | insistence upon competitive enter- | (Tues.)....WOR launches its third busMess discussion strip, backed 
former FBI Lo ngtieg hs red 7 | WOR . News and eg mh pnear prise theme and “resist Russia” by Bache & Co. three times weekly, Monday (26) at 7:15-7:30 p.m. 
CV ete is is ne ne dled ty eet eee ene eee ona og |(who’s against it?) makes ACES | Judy Garland guests on Bing Crosby’s AM stanza tonight (Wed.) and 
syndicated series being peddled to fingered by bookie Harry 7TOSS a8) ow sound as if it has special axe |May 28....The Modernaires are taping several “Club 15” shows in 
local eo “ie Sry i. ier taker, vo gone ced #1 ~ ¥ to grind. advance, to headline at the Brown-Palace Hotel in Denver for 10 days 
Chapter caught (18), Maggies , with an airer that benees § * «od Well handled is the history of Nancy Ranson (wife of the WMGM publicist) has an exhibit 1 
Kremlin, tells = Ew om ~ | tes in its revelations — ar #4 the Budd firm, which was traced | paintings at the Mexican’ Tourist Commission HQ in Radio Cit, 
center” in a rooming house of mid |gave its listeners a warm, inside | fr its beginning of mass pro-| tu be arrell” include H . . : 
western town—replicas of which} approach to a .headline story. }trom its 5 & = | Additions for “Front Page Farr« include Harold Huber, Alice Good. 


|duction in the days*of Billy Sun-/|,; is ns eee ; raans. , ; ( 
headquarters, we are told, can be WOR is to be commended for! Gay. the Income Tax and Theda | kin, Arthur Maitland, Anita Anton, William Podmore, Katherine Em- 


found in cities all over the U.S. A.| airing the McGillicuddy story and; Bara. when the first. auto bodies| ™Mett, Ivor Francis and James Monks. ...Added to “Romance of Helen 
A comrade is found murdered by | p;iscoll rates plaudits for being in-| were being turned out. Mention | Trent”: Arthur Kohl, Delmar Neutzman, Bill Griffis _. Into “Strange 
Andrews, but the slaying is passed | +mental in getting it. It was a|js made of the concern’s 27,000 | Romance of Evelyn Winters’: Doris Dalton and Chet Stratton Sandy 
off as a suicide by top Commie) ¢rtinent and provocative airer| stockholders and the fact “you and | Strause joined “Backstage Wife-’....Hal Studer and Bert Cowlan with 
agents. Cvetic (Andrews) is sent! Which hit with impact. The 55-| your neighbors own industry.” Aj “Just Plain Bill”....John Winters, radio-TV organist-composer-writer, 
by Reds to Brooklyn shipbuilding | jinute running time, however, was | trip through plant reveals by the|has had his latest song, “The Little Something,” accepted by E. B. 
union. Script generates a continual | 4 pit too long, and showed up need | different names and quality of| Marks, music publisher. Xavier Cugat set to record it....Anita Gran- 
atmosphere of distrust, with every- | for pruning. Pressure of getting it| voices that employees stem from| nis, former editor of AFRA’s Stand By, will shortly have a new play 
body watching everyone else. Even . J 


on the air without delay probably | aj) races and national backgrounds. | “Love in Our Time,” tried out by Originals Only; play will be directed 
though he is under constant sur-|, . » for editing but |r, Dene tet arene ps ‘eet nena J 
reill: by both the Cominform allowed no time for editing but/ Tape recorded interviews disclosed | hy the author. 
snd the G M tl here refers to | Station should have been aware Of|q father, son and grandfather| Toni Gilbert (wife of scripter Howard Merrill) launches a weekly 
poonastl as omen whe W alks | ‘he repetition and mace P pane _o working in the plant, a type Of) series on WJZ’'s “Spotlight on N. Y.” show, covering odd places, un 
1imse as “é g alks . eee 4 ide gi or yey : : ‘ : Ls : ‘ ‘ » CO act une 
coll helped keep ga owing by | personnel public relations much in| adi : PS EY can ETO Dh ington ie 

is 'S Ch rate SYS | Hringi ; : : ; | usual services and similar angles on Gotham; insert will be hea 

alone.” Plot shows elaborate sys-|}inging the police captain, a non-| yosue recently in newspaper ads. usual se s g . be heard on 


wie ae ad aeainen il , I ; " Y \° sdavs : ‘15-1: a.m. (post-midni Mondz i ;) . 

cones pt ees y ruses em=\pro mike spieler, back into line Guest on the opening show was | Rucmee iesdeceten ad ‘the “Times Youth Foren” on WOR yin 

a “ ics adeoseini man has | With sharp queries. Theodore Roosevelt, 3d, president | “°F y : : AN, elected 
e s reover é as | 


, , ‘ES ; ‘ | prexy of N. Y. chapter of Radio Pioneers. ...Sam Taub, veteran WMGM 
Pe eee or gap tert st At times, Driscoll seemed more |of ACES, who talked on_ the |.Prexy Of oS 3 i BRC fd aw ; re pga 
sep yh oy, colt Rage: wns Bo like a trial attorney than a mike|‘stockholders as owners” thesis | Sportscaster, wiil be feted at Oetjens eatery, Brooklyn, Tuesday (27) 
Ss a > Py , a ¢ > ‘ *c = © . 


vp track of his whereabouts, By |reporter but he never went too far and urged listeners “to keep and | ....Mrs. Syd Eiges, wife of the NBC press veepee, recovering at 
the time C reti ee nes. ti 'Brook- {afield and his barrister demeanor | improve the system of free enter-| Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital after surgery. - 
re time a ac oe i bate “ saonts lserved to heighten the drama of | prise and make sure we under-| Whatever happened to Tintair?....Leigh Smith, who joined Hill & 
pak rantie Y iay pg oy peo iy are | the interview stand it.” Edward G. Budd, Jr.,| Knowlton, public relationists, to work on the steel companies’ account 
“ )¥ Pe ri 5 > > . . “ ais a oe Po - is - m vt 
knocked off by the FBI. Ending! All in all it was a public service | the other pee broke argos the wage case, is staying on rather than returning to J. Walter 
seems hoked up and far from| program of which the station and eve * +h, sompens to _ | Thompson press department... . Pepsi-Cola has bought an 18-week sked 
documentary, but action doesn’t|the community could be proud. chy Musical \achumnd in aut 35 jingles weekly on WJZ....Ike Diamond, logging director of 
lag and with the help of back- Gree. | P. =e ? | Broadcast Music, Inc., named chairman of the Machine Accountants 


| and the segment devoted to history 
$96 44466646446444046446464644 /0f company interesting, but the 
pressure features of stanza seem 


Radio Followup i]s little too heavy for proper sell- IN HOLLYWOOD ... 
+ 


ground music, yarn comes through 
graphically. Some of the minor 
players could have been more 


| Assn, program committee. 





carefully selected. Gugh. ing of an idea the overwhelming ; ‘ 
| 44444444460. 04644444466464 | Majority of listeners are already| Bob Hope finales his radio season June 9 from Santa Barbara whére 
PAUL ARNOLD SINGS fin accord with. Gagh. | American Federation of Musicians will be in convention....Lud Glus- 
Producers: Stanley Ediss, Paul! CBS’ “Peggy Lee Show,” on | datcerslteamnen kin, CBS music head in Hollywood, sails June 20 fot 10 weeks in 
Tomaine | which Oldsmobile picked up the | NANCY AND BOB Europe on what is reported to be a secret mission for the network 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:45 p.m. | tab: starting with last Thursday’s|30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30- Robert Kintner, ABC prexy, swung up to Frisco for a lookaround en- 
AVCO aie ~ontinues as > of 1 P.M. |route back to N. Y.....It’s old stuff to Meredith Willson by now, that 
program (15), continues as one P.. : _= 1 v BLESO! ; 
WINS, N.Y. ithe neatest song sessions on the | Participating | of a sponsor reviving a radio show he dropped. This time it happens 
An attractive, distinctive folk-| airlanes. Nothing pretentious about | WBEN, Buffalo to his “Music Room,” expunged three months ago by RCA-Victor but 
singer program has been added to | this stanza, but the music is excel-| Though local variety shows are | reinstated as summer sub in the Harris-Faye time....Jack Benny got 
WINS’ late-evening sked. Paul) jent and the pace is breezy. Miss | rare in daytime radio here, organ-! a write-in vote in the Salem, Mass., primary, which is better than some 
Arnold, balladeer from the mid-| Lee is not only a solid song stylist | ist Bobby Nicholson and Nancy) of the aspiring candidates for president fared....William Keighley 
west area, who's had a show On| but she’s also a charming femcee. | Koepsel have been teamed for the 


aoe ares, nee ‘ a § was enroute to Europe last Monday so Peter Godfrey acted as producer 
WLW, Cincinnati, and elsewhere,| On last week’s Show, she socked/ past month in this week-day|of “Lux Radio Theatre” Bea Canterbury of NBC's press depart- 
has been shifted by Crosley to its| across “From This Moment On,”|WBEN venture. Program is built 


ment and Jean Meredith, Coast publicity head for Benton & Bowles, 


Gotham station to plug AVCO “Getting to Know You” and a/around Nicholson's virtuosity with | will be prowling Gotham next week....Preston. Whitney came over 
products, and he ought to do the| Calypso number. Bob Crosby |the Hammond: he does imitations, | grom M-G-M to join NBC’s advertising and promotion staff Radio 
trick. Singer, on show caught! guested on this session with a vocal | “talks back” to records and intro- , ; p sta a 


Writers Guild threw its support behind demands of CBS news and 


Monday (19), revealed an impres-| on “Goody Goody” and a duet with} quces dis e 5 teeerbebaa a Adlad 
x00dy Goody duces disks with the instrument. continuity writers for pay parity with N.Y. staffers. 


sive voice and individualistic style| Miss Lee on “Lullaby of Broad- | Girl, slightly gushing, reads pass- 


as he presented a set of four songs,| way.” It was a listenable lineup| apie feature material and house- 











Sask sen ayer y a ne. hie their’ all the way. | hold tips. Chatter between the two IN CHICAGO eee 

ackKgrounas, ana doin us OWN} > _ . er es . | ° H eh 

commercials as well. FR gd Bin cee pong hey oe Ser ts cicax tiean tee 0 ameaie John Norman added to the WENR sales crew ...Joseph S. Wright 
Program, offering “songs Amer-}| tandard, “In My Merry Oldsmo-' show; guests would spark interest | named assistant general counsel for Zenith. He has been assistant 

ica loves,” actually presents the | “ie” " Herm _ : j . Rafe. | chief counsel for the Federal"Trade Commission... .Art Hellyer signed 

unfamiliar and intriguing in an un- | ; 2 . as platter gabber on WMAQ'’s new Sunday morning hour disk show 

hackneyed list of worthwhile num- . | bankrolled by Downtown Nash. ...Austin Boyle new member of ABC's 

aeee. arenes + ee ecneee no ° be publicity department, into vacancy created when Jim Duffy moved up 

ide Window.” “Magic in ihe Rb nisi é tu ute a 10 as promotion manager. . . .WBBM newscaster Fahey Flynn personal ap- 

light” and “Where D'Ye Come pearancing today (Wed.) at Bond’s Loop store, plugging his nightly 


“om?” s are Ic i : P . , , : | news show for the retailer....Ed Weebie now handling WCFL’s pub- 
Pee ee it uucky hill) In a unique radio promotion stunt, Life magazine has bought a half- licity and promotion....WGN topper Frank P. Schrieber in Washing- 
south of the border. Arneld’e brie? | hour one-shot on CBS May 31 to pick up the finals of the National 'ton, D. C., on biz last week....Skeeter Bonn, new WLS singer, bowed 
explanatory words were simple and | Golf Day tournament in which National Open champ Ben Hogan will | with a tri-weekly morning quarter-hour....Chirp Peggy Taylor show- 
clear, while his singing voice was|>€ Competing against the rest of the country. Each of Hogan's con-| casing on Don MeNeill’s ABC “Breakfast Club” next week... Edward 





most appealing, in a warm, dra-| testants must pay a $1 entry fee, which is to be split evenly between R. Taylor named assistant to Motorola prexy Paul V. Galvin... Art 
matic tenor that had color and| USO-Camp Shows and the National Golf Fund. Lehmann, WBBM rth i 
range, as well as style. A fine,; Under the rules established for the tourney, Ilogan will be playing page captain, upped to clerical assistant berth in 


( i \ | Station’s master Dé i i eepe 
| clear falsetto employed in a couple , solo at the Northwood Club in Dallas, where he'll defend his National ‘William Brooks a wen chesewag’ ts Y litical Revedisens’ stu; “ae 
of numbers was standout. Style is| Open title two weeks later. Any duffer can compete against him by! woGEn producer Larry Whitney and taenil ationi . Fl of 
soft and appealing, with a warm, | posting a score at his own course. General public will play under their | John Holtman’s daily WMAQ. ows a y bce ge mag - coe nang 
’ homey approach, while a smooth,| own handicapping, with only the net score to be counted. Women, in| ride by the Lawn Savings & | a ‘As ‘the rt Rd ona Se 
polished overtone takes the pre-' addition, will be able to add five strokes to their handicap. = gs oan Assn... . .Bob Grant hosting a Tues 


i 7 Whi - - ; day and Thursd ree ge 
sentation out of the rough hillbilly! To climax the event, Life, which is co-sponsoring the tourney with | “ay music-chatter airer on WBBM. 


; class. Altogether, a pleasant late- the Professional Golf Assn., has bought the 5 to 5:30 p.m. period May | 1 ¢@ 7 wien 
evening song program. Bron. |3) on CBS, in which sports chief Jonn Derr will chart Hogan's strokes IN SAN FRANCISCO . ee 
}on each hole. For added suspense, it’s planned te have Hogan finish Robert Kint P - 
KITCHEN KAPERS his round a half-hour before airtime but to keep his score under wraps | eye local aan “nan Trane ee ee rac 
. With Glenn Riggs, Tony Lane Trio Until the final moment of the show. Between interviewing Hogan, |tg “Sam Spade,” came home t h hi: “M 4 1 ic at the 
Producer: Robert A. Bories | Derr will cut to various parts of the country for pickups of celeb | Go) . o whoop his odel, inc., pic a 


golfers participating in the meet, such as Bing Crosby and Jack Benny | den Gate....Rusty Draper hopped to Hollywood to micro-wave 


Director: H y Dick rf “ : 
30 Mins.: Mon.-Fri. 12:30 p.m. | on the»Coast. | with Eddie Cantor on “Comedy Hour” while Gloria Craig and Connie 





: Jordan covered his KGO-TV §S i Hayes 
i; Participating Those who post net scores lower than that brought in by Hogan, | —wd Vv Sunday niterie. ..Arthur Hull Haye 
; a Fe whe ae * the WJZ-TV ' incidentally, will receive medals inscribed, “I Beat Hogan.” peeite. teak Ya ee = SF tect as = eg “or 

itchen Kapers,” the WJZ- aes be oe akfas ang” junketed nor or one - 
! series, has been translated into the | In less than 30 days after its release, RCA Thesaurus’ library show, The at Astoria, Hoquiam and Aberdeen. ..Lloyd Yoder and John 
| radio medium. Actually, little more | “Date in Hollywood,” has been picked up by sponsors in more than 106 | ompson skipped to Hollywood for NBC stations managers’ confab ... 

. has been taken from the video edi- 


| markets, with stations getting talent fecs in addition te time shuneee. | Dave Scofield voicing a KFRC newie, “Faces and Places”... .Jack Me- 














tion than the title, The AM ver-| according to RCA’s Recorded Program Services, stations’ intake from | Sone rejoined KSJO, San Jose, to bark California League ball games 
} ramets Aiclane Tle caning tn tor | Date” and from its other shows, such as “Wayne King Serenade,” FOIE nw Tolleson, Jr., KEAR sales rep, infected with his station's 
M an occasional tune which contrib-| Hour of Charm” and “Freddy Martin Show,” should “more than Pay | tra” with Siete Collen one nw one “Ode For Trumpet and ager 
utes to a relaxed atmosphere, On| for the cost of their entire library service.” There has been an in- Intercollegiate award f 5+ ony... . Bill Wilcox, KCBS writer, b 
the preem Monday (19) the three- | creasing trend in the field for the record library outfits to help stations stene ex-KGO , — radio drama, “Galileo”... Alan B. John- 
some offered a pleasant, although! Sell programs built from their library services (as distinct from tran- Yorkers aves = sn manager, joined KCBS sales staff, May 26... New 
an over-arranged, interpretation of scribed open-end shows). ° Hugh C “ ng local scenery; Jim Brown, BBD&O press chief, and 
Pa “Flight of the Bumble Bee.” | “Date” is pulling a wide variety of bankrollers, RCA researchers en owham, traffic director for CBS radio and TV networks. 
In keeping with the kitchen at-| report, including glass manufacturers, appliances, electric utilities, auto 4“ es 
f ee aga the a are sup-! dealers, oil distributors, upholstery firms, furniture, fur. drug, depart- Columbus — Warren F. Warner k 
j sedly taken out of a “ en” > ’s specialty stores “g i. | menos ‘ : - P Bu D 
von te cadeoet ines pg? | ment and women’s specialty stores and photography studios. ; Program department manager of rotam ys ra e 





a - iad ’ - | WKRC-TV, Cincinnati, hz . : onal 
the “double boiler question.” Ques-| Offices and equipment of WFDR, N. Y. FM outlet which folded early Over as program ye ae | American Protam this week 
soldeen os ca tae Uae te Oh this year, have been bought by Charles Antell’s Television Advertising| WTVN. Bill Wagner, who has| Pacted to sponsor the Galen Drake 
cover such | general bits of info as | ssociates, Outfit, which manufactures shampoo and which was built | been acting in the post, reverts to| show on CBS Radio, aired Satur- 


: largely through radio and tele pitchmen's stanzas, is using the ex- | {ull time production manager. I : . 10:30. 
ah eet Salhi: saute moa! WFDR studio and equipment to tape the shows it spots poo ne tng 9 Jim Lawson, formerly ~ day mornings from 10:15 . er 
satipler, since it included special CUtty ‘and also beams on the Mutual network). vt tach Cincinnati, where he Product to be plugged is /¥!J i 
guests: ABC o-and-o station direc- Studios, which are in the International Ladies Garment Workers +e —_ “The Paul Dixon Show,”| through the Dowd, Redfield 
tor Ted QOberfelder, Arthur Van Union building ‘which bankrolled the foldo station), are also being ry — added to the production Johnstone agency 
Horn ‘The Web's “Dean Cam-/| used to film the shows which Antell uses on Iv. staff and Bob Tapper, Brooklyn, : 





'FDR’ and Fri 7 ki oC : , y bankrolled 
WFDH’s transmitter was also purchased by Antell, but he hasn't dis- have armel ine calaaee on Ig ge ger win A off sev 
eral weeks ago. 


eron”), the head of Grand Union | 


(Continued on page 30) | posed of-it ‘yet. i tion. 
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ERICAN INVENTORY 

5 Election of Abraham Lincoln) 

with Crahan nton, Geraldine 

Kay Maurice Copeland, Fred 
ith, Ward Obhrman, Arthur 

= Stan Gordon, Vera 














oo 


a sparkling musical stanza which 
brings taste and imagination to its 
presentation of the top current 
| pops. Despite the fact that this 





|vue” which gave indications that| show is forced to repeat most of 


son, +4 
Ls ane Les Spears, Jim Johnson, - 
Clifton Utley; Joseph Gallicchio| Phe Ritz Bros., making their 
and orch; Hugh Downs, an-/ first major bid for national video 
nouncer | prominence, framed a show Satur- 
Executive Producer: Bill Hodapp (day (17) on NBC’s “All Star Re- 
producer-Director: Ben Park 
production Supervisor: Walter this vet trio could become a big- 
Schwimmer i time video staple. 
Writers: Doug Johnston, Carl, heir deportment on the show 
Haveriin io said was excellent. They seemed aware 
39 Mins.; 5un., 12:30 p.m. (CDST) | of what they were doing and why. 
Sustaining {Show producers also had them 
nBC-TV, from Chicago spaced in a manner which permit- 


“American 
on NBC-TV 
from the 
been attempting for the past sev- 


Inventory” channeled | 
with-a financial assist | tage. 
Sloan Foundation has | Projected them into weekly sal- 


ted them to appear to best advan-| 


Their material, which has 


aries up to $15,000 in theatres and 
cafes, similarly proved tops for the 


eral months, with varying degrees| Ty medium. At this point, they 


of success, to capture some of the 
contemporary and historical flavor 
of this socio-economic organism 
called the USA. The goal was ac- 
complished last Sunday (18) when 
the half-hour show essayed a yarn 
from the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Significantly, it took a Chi pack- 
ager, a Chi writer (working from 
an original radio seript written by 
Carl Haverlin, prexy of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., and a Lincolniana en- 
thusiast of long standing), a Chi 
producer-director, a group of Chi 
thesps, and a Chi technical crew to 
do the job. 


The fact that this Lincoln vig- | 


nette was a sustaining one-timer is 
really quite a commentary on a 
medium that can get so much his- 
torical mileage from the files of, 
say, the Los Angeles police depart- 
ment or the T-Men. And, in terms 
of the vexed social conscience of 
the industry, it was a much more 
satisfactory fulfillment of respon- 
sibility than the somewhat self- 
conscious paens to brotherhood and 
other American principles hurried- 
ly enunciated d station 
breaks. 

There is the stuff of real drama 
here—of the sort that probes 
fundamental rather than super- 
ficial conflicts, and draws startling 
parallels with the here and now. 
Doug Johnston’s TV adaptation of 
Haverlin’s earlier script sketched 
those trying days in Lincoln’s time 
from the night he won the nomina- 
tion to the night he departed from 
Springfield to take over the Presi- 
dent’s chair. 


With Crahan Denton doing a 
truly standout in the title role, it 
was a superlative video portrayal 
of an American folk hero. Thanks 
to honest scripting and_ staging, 
Lincoln emerged as a flesh and 
blood individual with a penchant 
for articulating his thoughts with 
an earthy anecdote, and struck 
with wonderment and humility by 
the role given him by history. If it 
wasn't 30 minutes of exciting and 
moving television, this country’s 
TV tastes are in pretty bad shape. 


_ Honors are shared by everyone 
Involved. A big hunk of credit 
Must go to packager Walter 
Schwimmer and “Inventory” exec 
producer Bill Hodapp for recogniz- 
ing the tele possibilities of the Lin- 
‘On saga. Besides Denton’s lead 
job, all the thesping assignments 
were excellently filled—particular- 
ly by Maurice Copeland as Hern- 
don; Geraldine Kay as Mary Todd 
Lincoln and Stan Gordon as John 
Jennings. The aforementioned 
script, making only minor conces- 
sions to dramatic expediency, ex- 


10n. 


All these elerhents were bril-| the thespic business. 


seem. to have a large enough cata- 
log to sustain them for several 
shows. In addition, they show 
enough comedic ingenuity to make 
their joemillerisms and _ special 
material songs last for a long time. 

Paced by Harry, the brothers 
performed excellently in virtually 
every comedy category. Song and 
dance work were genuinely funny, 
and their satire of “Dragnet” with 
Jack Webb doing the commentary 
proved a good bit of business. 
Other major guest was Evelyn 
Knight, who sang well. 

Their best numbers seemed to 
be burlesques of French chanteurs 
and a satire on Gypsy airs. These 
are probably the strongest of their 
cafe. catalog. Jose. 





Recent shelving of its three-year- 
old quiz pattern by “Celebrity 
Time” had better be accompanied 
—but fast—by slicker production, 
emoting and scripting if it’s to 
hold onto its rating in the CBS 
Sunday. night at 10 berth. Last 
Sunday’s (18) excursion was pleas- 
ant at best, corny at worst. Pres- 
ence of such staples as Joe E. 
Brown, Wally Cox, song-dance team 
of Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald, 
and musicomedy chirper Helen 
Gallagher could not lift an ex- 
tremely weak framework pegged 
around host Conrad Nagel theat- 
rical ambitions as a youth. 

Herman Hickman, the big-bodied 
Yale U. football coach and “Cel- 
ebrity” regular, isn’t going. t 
threaten any Equityites with hi 
thesping. Even Nagele@had rough 
going in interpreting a starry-eyed 
“youth” with oldtime meller 
stances. The cues and lead-ins were 
strictly artifices—more so than 
even in the most conventional 
tuners with postscript books. No 
principal was off-base, to be sure, 
but the total was less than the sum 
of its parts. Cox was a clicko as a 
drugstore soda jerk complaining 
about the tilting of pinball ma- 
chines. Miss Gallagher was her 
sprightly self in chirping some 
ditties including ‘‘Wonderful Guy,” 
but her dramatic portions could 
have stood coaching. Ryan & Mc- 
Donald were in there fine via “Gal 
in Calico” and other songs and 
hoofery, and Brown did his best 
as Nagle’s drugstore pard against 
a vapid script by George Axelrod. 
Alvy West’s musical guiding was 
the one department up to snuff. 
Producer Richard Lewine and di- 
rector Dick Linkroum should 
knock their heads together for 
qualitative analysis of their new 
pitch. By comparison, the old and 
staling quiz seemed better a 

rau. 








eed full values from the situa- | 


| Brandon de Wilde, the moppet 
lactor now in the Broadway le- 
giter, “Mrs. McThing,” is one of 
the more competent juveniles in 
He’s warm 


liantly wrapped up videowise by | and natural and has the ability to 
Producer-director Ben Park, work- | enliven whatever vehicle he’s cen- 


Ing with his favorite Studebaker 

heatre crew, It was an object les- 
Son in how the medium, in knowing 
ands, can unfold a yarn with 
verve and impact. Dave. 


PRINCESS PAT 
With Patricia Blake; children 
15 preston: Bill Wagner 
min., days, 5 p.m. 
KRON.TV, San Francisco 
d With only four video weeks un- 
Pat her slender belt, 25-year-old 
atricia Blake may find this pro- 
ram a springboard to stardust. 
' Show has a simple story-telling 
*rmat with Miss Blake ad-libbing 
“sy tales before an audience of 
urchins, 
Went With visual assists from Bill 
aSner's drawings and dioramas. 
. ft Speaking voice is warm with 
‘oide dialectic range. Smoothly 
we dinating gestures and faciais 
pr her story book eharacters she 
‘Vokes ohs! and ahs! from her on- 
Camera kiddies. 
tials, formerly did TV commer- 
ta and is one of the most prom- 
dene Personalities developed here 
ae Ruby Hunter ankled to New 
tk to become Eve Hunter. 
, Newt, 4 


(e56 


She monologs a story a) 


adio shows and local theat- | 


tered in. His work in “A Cowboy 
for Chris” provided a charming 
centerpiece for a well-written and 
excellently produced comedy which 
came off Sunday (18) on NBC un- 
der Philco auspices. 


Story revolved around a boy with 
a cowboy crush. World was vir- 
tually complete when an ex-film 
steer hustler moved into the 
boarding house run by his mother. 
Unfortunately, the cowpoke hadn't 
been in pictures for many years, 
and had been supporting himself 
| with lunchwagon work. The boy 
| was disillusioned when he found 
| his wrangler wasn’t what he imag- 
ined him to be, but a tyro per- 
/center corrected this defect. 
| In support of the lad were Bus- 
‘ter Crabbe, who did well as the 
|cowpuncher; Judy Parrish, as the 
|mother, and Nelson Olmstead as a 
'bearder who created a split be- 
i|tween the boy and the westerner. 
|Frederick de Wilde, the boy ac- 
\tor’s father, did well as the am- 
| bitious shipper who turned agent. 
Young de Wilde has previously 
| appeared in video. He seems quite 
at home on this medium. Jose. 








The video edition of the Lucky 


Strike “Hit Parade” on NBC-TV is, 


its songs from week to week, in 
| accordance with the _ best-seller 
| lists, it manages to come up with 
original and solid production ideas 
each time. On last Saturday night's 
| stanza, the show framed around an 
| Armed Service theme which was 
unpretentiously but effectively 
elaborated on each tune via GI set- 
| tings and costumes. 

| Highlight of the show 
| appearance of a Negro Army bat- 
| talion which marched with clicking 
irhythms to the band standard, 
“American Patrol,” Dorothy Collins, 
Eileen Wilson and Snooky Lanson. 
regulars on this series, delivered 
the hit tune vocals in excellent 
style while Raymond Scott’s orch 


supplied its usual rich back- 
grounds. Production job on the No. 
1 hit, the instrumental “Blue 


Tango,” was a brilliant bit of pan- 
tomime with a suggestive crime 
angle. Herm. 





Eddie Cantor’s versatility was 
pointed up Sunday (18) in the 
NBC-TV “Colgate Comedy Hour.” 
For in the Hollywood-originated 
show he respectively played him- 
self, a cab driver, a boxer and an 
aged man who loiters in a park. 
Program marked the comedian’s 
first TV show since his seven-city 
tour in behaif of blood donations 
for the Red Cross. His one-man 
show, incidentally, raised 63,000 
pints. 

Before a studio audience of serv- 
ice men and women, Cantor appro- 
priately opened the session by 
crooning a medley of oldies (‘Ain't 
She Sweet,” “’S’Wonderful,” etc.) 
against a background of gal dancers 
clad in various Armed Forces rai- 
ment. His familiar ‘Maxie, the 
Taxi” routine served to intro film 
star Cesar Romero and get off a 
— of gags—some good, some 
air. 

Still another bit of business be- 
tween Romero and Cantor called 
for the latter to don a fighter’s 
gear and flail away at the towering 
actor. It undoubtedly was a change 
of pace, but bordered too much 
upon the absurd to be genuinely 
amusing. 

Other guestars included the 
dance team of Giselle and Francois 
Szony, plus singer Rusty Draper 
who records for the Mercury label. 
The Szonys’ spins and lifts were 
neatly caught by the camera while 
Draper impressed with “Just Be- 
cause,” his current top-selling disk. 

For the “man in the park” bit, 
Cantor got into character with a 
gray wig, battered hat and appro- 
priate attire. In the role of a 
patriarch-adviser, he settled a dis- 
pute between two boys over a dog 
and offered a suggestion to a quar- 
reling couple. Material wasn’t in 
the comedian’s usual idiom, but he 
handled it effectively. 

Finale was built around the old 
standard, “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
with Cantor, of course, warbling 
the chorus in his familiar style. 
Plugs for Colgate products were 
dispensed with almost military pre- 
cision. Gilb. 





Ed_ Sullivan’s 
'Town” on C 


“Toast of 


sis. Errol 
Goddard, continuing their 
lesque of private eye mellers, were 
given a better script than on their 
tele preem the previous Sabbath, 
but still not one that showed them 
to best advantage. The humor was 
keyed to the not-so-imaginative 
idea of Hollywood stars behaving 
in a_ silly manner, although it 
wound to an amusing if nonsensical 
blackout. Miss Goddard and Flynn 
acquitted themselves capably, and 
were given sock support by two 
bonafide comics, Lew Parker and 
Art Carney. 

Also in the comedy department, 





put over a one-man performance 


effects, Evans 
tooth-puller with good 
mercial 


interlude, plugging 
sponsor's 


used-car dealers. 


inely 
bankroller. He also pulled 
ited testimonial” type of plug. 
| Dorothy Dandridge. a 
chirper, put over 


too potent, e 
looks are. Her first item, 
Gotta Take Things Easy, 


“You 
didn’t 





Tele Followup Comment 





BERTRAND RUSSELL 
With Romney Wheeler 
Producer: Wheeler 

Director: John Irwin 

bey ~< Bill Henry 
$4$6666666664668 | Mins.; Sun. (18), 5:30 p.m. 

. 'NBC-TV, from London (film) 
measure up to the appeal of the| Watching and listening to Ber- 
standard “Things,” and she'd be | trand Russell on NBC-TV Sunday 
wise to open with a more familiar | afternoon, on the occasion of his 





number. 

Moishe Oysher, the Jewish 
singer-actor, exhibited his power- 
ful voice, of concert calibre, in 
“Eli, Eli,’ which he gave an intense 
performance. However, while the 
passionate presentation of that 
classic Yiddish song of religious 
devotion was‘ highly effective, the 
same emotional approach was not 
appropriate for the Cole Porter 


| ballad, “So In Love.” 


was the | 


jand Ingrid Bergman. 
panies, strawhatters and the road | Russell 
melo-thriller | off-camera pointed question. while 





| offered a better than usual lineup | 
| with fairly strong comedy empha- | 


the | 
BS-TV Sunday (18) | 


Norman Evans, British clown mak-/all the way. With programs sucl 
ing a return appearance, neatly | as this to be done live, perhaps it 


also played the | sparked the gaiety, 
€ impact. | with the standout work i 
Roger Price socked over a com- | Polly Bergen and Skip Homeier. 
the | Miss Bergen was a dreamy young | rather 
His | gal who wanted to take the $1,000 
chalk-talk approach is adult, genu-| her fiance (Homeier) was saving, 
funny and humanizes the | for a downpayment on their house, : ) 
Homeier’s brother.| span. Guests work in pairs (:fiv- 


in| to go to Paris. 
Sullivan for a rib of the “unsolic- | Don Briggs, added to the trouble 


Those Things.” Her pipes are not | 
but her delivery and | 


Sullivan introed some_ sports 


| 80th birthday, was a rewarding ex- 
pericnce. NBC had the half-hour 
| film made in England expressly 
|for television and it was done in 
the form of conversation between 


ithe eminent philosopher and 
machematician and winner of the 
1950 Nobel Prize, and Romney 
Wheeler, head of the network's 
London office, but with the 


camera trained on Russell for prac- 
tica !y the entire 30 minutes as he 
reminisced and expounded on 


celebs and brought on Sam Snead, | “Eighty Years of Changing Be- 
who won the Palm Beach pro golf | liefs and Unchanging Hopes.” 


tourney only a couple of 
earlier at New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Snead’s brief demonstration was of 
interest solely to the links -, 
Bril. 





Shepard Traube’s Broadway pro-| «.aordinary 


hours | 


| of a series 


NBC hopes .o make this the first 
of such programs show- 


|}casing men who have made some 


} 


in otable contribution 


in their 
chosen field and who have en- 


|riched mankind through their ex- 


talents or flair for 


duction of Patrick Hamilton's “An-| living. Finding another Lord Rus- 


gel Street,” a threé-season winner | Sel), however, won't be a simple 


from its 1941 
transplanted to just about every- 
thing in sight, including a polished 


teeoff, has been! task. For here was “perfect cast- 


ing.” a personality who projects 
1 TV in the same sort of exciting 


film job starring Charles Boyer |™anner as a Toscanini. Simplicity 


have kicked the 
around for juicy b.o. 


Stock com- | keynoted the half-hour, with Lord 


responding to Wheeler's 


| seated in his study and carrying it 


The original legiter was punched | Off with an ease andyfinesse that, 
across via deft production-direc-| Ver and above the stimulating 
tion and: the interpretive talents of | Context of the interview, made for 
| absorbing viewing. 


Judith Evelyn, Vincent Price and 
Leo G. Carroll. It remained for 


Perhaps the most unusual as- 


WOR’s cross-board “Broadway TV | Pect of this half-hour filmed in- 
Theatre” (12-16) to give the opus-|terview was Lord Russell's ability 


pocus 
ride. 
unalloyed and undiminished, but 
the thesping end, and the direc- 


The script was still there, | formidable 


dog-eared, second-rate | to reduce what might have been a 


dissertation on a 
scholarly plane to a simple con- 
| versation within the realm of any- 


torial treatment by Richard Barr, | one’s understanding. Philosophy as 


combined to make “Street” a thor- 
oughfare of another hue. 
the chiller-diller stuff was gone: 
the pace was halting, often uncer- 
tain; and the great opportunities 


for suspense by means of the sup- | 


posedly flexible camera were 

muffed sadly in some instances. 
Victor Jory, who played Man- 

ningham in the '42 road version 


opposite Sylvia Sidney, failed to) 
develop the full villainous facets | 
of the role and, in one scene with | 
tartish Nancy, the maid, addressed | 
her four or five times as Elizabeth | 
(at Wednesday viewing) before dis- | 


covering his error. This may be 
forgivable since the maid was 
played by Elizabeth Eustis, of the 
Broadway original, and the house- 
keeper’s character name is Eliza- 


|such was taken out of the sciences 


Most of | 2nd projected as every day com- 


|mon sense. Yet the able questions 
| elicited the fundamental beliefs 
|}and ideologies of one of the fore- 
|most thinkers of our time. Natur- 
jally, the discussion was conserva- 
| tive, yet remained scintillating and 
}at all times enjoyable. The charm 
|of Lord Russell's mobile face and 
|the fluid cadence of his voice did 
much to contribute to the half- 
hour. 

NBC television executives rate 
a deep nod for giving a vast new 
audience an introduction to a 


in so doing proving to this audi- 


lin so that may be new to it, and 


ence that the great minds of our 
age offer both rewarding and fas- 
cinating adventure. This, indeed, is 


beth (latter role by Anita Bolster, |@ducation by TV, a feather in the 


of the 1939 London production). 

As Mrs, Manningham, Lola Mon- 
tez was just in there fighting, do- 
ing well with the sensitive role in 
the first two acts, but falling apart 
in the third-act climax wherein she 
was supposed to tantalize her mur- 
derous husband, who was tied to a 
chair by the constabulary. 

The Inspector Rough of veteran 


Melville Cooper came out largely | 
who's | 


as caricature in an actor 


} 


| 





jeap of the commercial broadcast- 
ers with know-how. Rose. 
JOHNNY DUGAN SHOW 
With Barbara Logan 

ri‘er: Henry Taytor 
Predncer-director: Cal Howard 


|30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 


| 


| Sustaining 


| NBC-TV, from Hollywood 


As a revlacement for the vaca- 
t‘oning Ralph Edwarcs show, NBC 


otherwise suave and alert to his as-| as come up with ano her audi- 


signments. t 
was failure to pan down to the in- 
spector’s hat as it lay on the table 


while he was in hiding in the Man- | 
ningham house; this provided one | 
of the great suspenseful moments | 


in the play—without a camera. _— 
Beginning with “Angel Street, 
the nightly drama series went 


having an 8 to 9:30 groove on 
Wednesday. Trau. 


CBS-TV’s “Schlitz Playhouse of 


| vision still has a number of kicks 


entation of an original musicom- 
edy by Arnold Schulman, 
“Autumn in New York.’ 


several of Vernon Duke's 
standard tunes (including the 
song), 


itle 


some excellently-contrived special 
effects created by CBS-TV’s new 
special effects department. 





spots, but otherwise it was socko 


The big lensing fluff | ence participation format. 


7:30) 
to 9 straight through instead of | 


Flynn and Paulette | Stars” furnished solid proof last | 
bur- | Friday night (16) that live tele-| 


in store for viewers, via its pres- | 


sparkling half-hour, heightened by , a g00d soprano voice. 


hour show had a couple of slow. 


This is 
strictly lower-case ent°rtainment, 
but it’s par for the mid-afternoon 
rovrse. Although the emrees are 
d‘fferent, these aud participation 
stenzas are virtually all the same 
—osven the studio guests look alike. 

Johnry Dugan,-,emcee for this 
summer series, is an in¢ratiating 
fellow with a good line of gab and 
|comnetent tenor pines on occa- 


}sional vocals. But the program's 
contest ideas aren’t particularly 
bricht. On the preem (19). there 


were a couple of community sings, 
a makeup race between a man and 
woman and a “Grandmother of the 
Dav” award. 

| Also typical for this type of show 


titled |is the flock of plugs for the give- 
By par-| aways donated to the contest nts. 
laying a bright, fresh story with | These covered everything 
top face lotion to washing machines. 


from 


Barbara Logan. another regular 


the show came up with a On this show, registers nicely with 


Herm. 


' AWAY YOU GO 


Half-| W'th Bob Haymes, emcee; Connie 


C'ausen, announcer 
Producer: Norman Baer 


h | Dirce’or: Paul Burggraf 
s'15 Mins.; Sun., 11:15 p.m. 


not too late for Schlitz to recon-| COLONIAL AIRLINES 


Schulman’s imaginative story 


|by showing Miss Bergen some 


sultry | slides in his photo studio of Paris 
“Just One of|scenes. Walking out on the girl, 
Homeier wandered into a Parisian- 
type nitery. and was struck with 


| the idea that -N. Y. could offer just 


(Continued on page 36) 


%, 


as a typical English workingman| sider about switching to a film) WJZ-TV,, New York 
spatting with his wife and going series. 
ito the dentist. Using some ventrilo | 


(Hilton & Riggio) 
Low-budget local guizzer should 


in combination do well for its sponsor, Colonial 
k of co-stars | Airlines. It’s a simple game show, 


|with the emphasis on the questions 
than the participants, which 
of the 
compress 
15-minute 


is as it should be in view 
fast pace necessary to 
such a stanza into a 


ing them a better chance to win 
and making them more at tee). 
After answering one quicaie query, 
they get a pilot’s cap. anc three 
more correct answers ear: (ein a 
round-trip trek to Beemuda. Ques- 
tions were interesting and simple, 
(Continued on page 36), 
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10th anniversary as announcer 
with the lecal radio station, off on 
two-week European jaunt for U. S. 
Mutual Security Administration, 
conferring with agricultural ex- 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES : 











Son 





: i ions bringin 

Butte, Mont—KBOW promoted | staff, has resigned from the station. fda Te Sek peau a St sage 
this city’s first radio station spon- | Management offered him another apolis the past week, WCCO ob- 
sored “Home Show,” May 11-13,| post away from the news room, trined a number of tape-recorded 
in the new Civic Centre. Thirty-| but he turned it down. Morrison interviews and had newsman Jim 
eight merchants exhibited to 19,- recently was defeated for the GOP Bormann put them on a 18-minute 
000 visitors during the show. Sta-' nomination — to Congress in his lSunday afternoon special show. 
tion used full-page newspaper dis- | home district ols Nancy Dixon | ) 
ploy to augment a two-week radio program 9 BA oe Siddle | Detrelt-John Denman: veteran | 
=—T = deme. while, iaanaee mulls TV | newscaster at WJR for seven years, | 
plans. a ronanes os on oP Chates 
ations director . >p. arles | 
eeding 60 miles per hour velocity : x a E. Potter (R., Mich.) in Potter’s bid | 
toppled .XLP's antenna during a Minneapolis — WDGY has ap- | ¢5, 4 seat in the U. S. Senate. Sta-| 
heavy rainstorm last week. Trans- pointed Samuel N. Nemer sales tion manager Worth Kramer 
mitting tower, downed late in the! manager to succeed Sydney Rich,|named Bob Conger to take over 
evening, did no damage to other | pesigned. A veteran of 16 years in| Denman’s duties. 
facilities. A flat-top was strung be-| ine Twin Cities radio field, he was = 














Butte, Mont.—Wind gusts ex- 





tween 80-foot. poles next morning | sales manager of radio station | Louisville—L. “Doc” Cassidy. 
and service restored three hours | wyINn from 1936 until 1948, when| WGRC promotion manager, has 
late. he took over in a similar capacity |been appointed publicity director 





at station WLOL ... WTCN-TV|for the Kentucky State Fair. Cas- 
Pittsburgh—Paul (Tiny) Fisher | staged a half-hour show demon- | sidy has two air spots on WGRC, 
has left WEIR in Weirton, W. Va..| strating radar as used by U. S.| “Mail Call’ and Cassidy Chats, 
to become chief announcer at| Marine Corps on “Armed Forces|and has been special events di- 
WLIO in East Liverpool, O. He) Day” last Saturday (17). Sherman | rector for the State Fair for some 
used to be with WCAE here . Booen, the producer and station | three years. 
Nancy Chaffee (Mrs. Ralph Kiner) | staffer, only recently returned from 1, aroaees : 
set for a flock of guest panelist! Marine Air Corps active duty. In| San Antonio —Ted Mack’s Orig- 
shots on Florence Sando’s “Ask the | addition to studio demonstration;inal Amateur Hour has -been 
Girls” teevee shows this summer | of aircraft radar control, show in-]} booked for a performance here at 
Bill Roads has left Republic | cluded films of actual combat air§the Municipal Auditorium Oct. 23. 
Pictures sales staff to join that of , battles and interviews with Marine | The local B'nai B’rith chapter Will 


| Keesport found itself suddenly. out | 
in the cold last week on its hookup | 


| ball Network,” when the Pittsburgh 
Pirates reached Ebbets Field. The 


KQV ... Lorraine Rychcik has re- | officers stationed here . . Disk | sponsor the event. Proceeds wilk| 


placed Dorothy Belan in the KDKA | jockey Ralph Moffett, former | go to charity. 
publicity department with latter’s|; WCCO personality who resigned | —— 
resignation to Marry Jack Torha| from WDGY several months ago | Houston—Jay Froman has taken 


in Washington, D. C., Saturday | back again with latter station and | over duties as new program direc- 


(24) . . AFRA president Herb! has several shows... Larry Haeg, tor here for KX YZ, the Glenn Mc- 
Morrison, veteran of KQV’s new! WCCO farm director, celebrating ' Carthy-operated outlet. 
ee —_____ —_ 



















Who is he? He’s the American Farmer, the 
current American capitalist. He’s the real 
owner of his own business — and farming is big 


business today. 


He makes a lot, he saves a lot, he spends a lot. 


He’s your best prospective customer. 


One-tenth of all these prosperous prospects for your 
product live in WLW-Land—One-tenth of America. 
The best way to reach them is by Radio...and the most 


effective and economical radio in this area is WLW. 


The full story of “Your Best Customer” — - 
/ all the facts and figures—is on film. Ask to see it. 


WLW 


1922-19582 


rr 


LW = The Nation's Station 
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| created when the Pirates are away 
j}from home) of the games over 
| WWSW and the regional hookup. 


Who Pays the Billing? 
Hollywood, May 20. 

For three weeks Kent Tay- 
lor, who plays “Boston Blackie” 
in vidpix,, dialed KNBH to 
catch his series. 

For three weeks he frowned 
as title card was followed by a 
blurb for Chef Milani Foods, 
then into the picture, with no 
billing for Taylor or the other 
thesps. 

A member of the exec board 
of Screen Actors Guild, he fi- 
nally took his beef to SAG, and 
then to Ziv TV, producers of 
the series, showed the com- 
pany the fine print in his con- 
tract. Result: his billing was 
restored. 








Pitt Area Station Out In 
Cold on Dodger Net Ball 
Deal With Pirate Snarl 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Station WMCK in nearby Mc- 


with the “Brooklyn Dodger Base- 


McKeesport operation had signed 
a deal for on-the-spot accounts of 
90 Brooklyn games this season to 


be aired here, except when the} 
local National League entry Is at 


home. 
Eight Pittsburgh and McKeesport 


merchants were to have sponsored | 
the live account of the Pirates- | 


Dodgers games, ordinarily recreat- 
ed by wire here by Rosey Rowswell 


Shifting Channels 
To Aid Set Sales 


_. Washington, May 20. 
Television manufacturing indus. 
try is expecting some benefits this 
| year from the lifting of th« TV 
| freeze through greater 
j}authorized for existing 





Coverage 


. . ns 
| which are required to shift an- 
j nels beginning July 1. A stu Wy 
| the Radio-TV Manufacturers n 


| 


| finds that in 25 areds the rec; ption 
| range of stations will be incr: ed 
by several miles, providin; 
markets for TV sets. 
;} Under the final*alocation plan 
of the FCC, 30 existing stations are 
| required to shift channels. In most 
jcases, higher transmitting power 
| will. be allowed on the new assign 
|ments. The Commission will give 
| priority to processing of alloca- 
| tions for requested power increases 
{when application processing 


re- 

sumes July 1. 
No stations in New York. Phila. 
delphia, Los Angeles Boston 


Washington, Baltimore, San Fran- 
cisco, Or Detroit will be required 
to shift channels. One station 
in Chicago, WBKB, must switch 
from channel 4 to channel 2. Pitts. 
burgh’s only outlet, WDTV. must 
move from channel 3 to channe!] 2. 
Milwaukee’s only station. WTMJ. 
| Shifts from channel 3 te channe! 4 
and Norfolk’s WTAR-TV moves 
from 4 to 3. 

Most affected by the final alloca- 
tions are Ohio stations. All three 


| Cincinnati stations, two of Cleve- 


and” Bob Prince over WWSW and | A 
a regional network, under the com-{ Stations, and one of Columbus’ 

. | three are required to shift chan- 
| nels. Louisville’s two stations must 
; also move. 


| bined bankroll of Atiantic Refining, 


Sealtest and Hamburg Bros., local 
distributors for RCA-Victor. 

But around 5:30 in the afternoon 
last Thursday (15), before’ the 
opening night clash between Pitts- 
burgh and Brooklyn at Ebbets 
Field, WMCK was called from New 


York by WMGM, the key siation | 
|in the Dodger baseball network, 


and told that the broadcast could 


not be aired without the permis- | 


sion of the Pirate management. 
Officials of tae McKeesport station 


| tried for more than two hours to 


reach somebody in the Pittsburgh 
baseball club organization with au- 
thority to permit the broadcast. 
At 7:45, WMGM ordered the Bell 
Telephone Co. to close the circuit 
to McKeesport, over which the Eb- 
betts Field broadcast would have 
been carried. 


' 


WMCK is one of 24 stations af- | 


filiated with WMGM for the broad- 
casting of the Dodgers games. 
They began on April 25, but the 
McKeesport station has adopted a 
policy of not carrying the accounts 
when the Pirates are playing here 
at Forbes Field. This, officials of 
WMCK declared, was done on a 
purely voluntary basis in the in- 
terests of keeping up attendance 
for the last-place Buccos.' Last 
Thursday night was the first time 
the Pirates have played at Brook- 
lyn this year, and thus the first time 
that WMCK’s live broadcasts would 
have come into direct competition 
with the regular broadcasting (re- 


_ WMCK put its attorneys to work 
investigating the cancellatién, at 
the same time emphasizing that 
no official of the Pirate organiza- 
tion had denied permission for the 
broadcast or any subsequent one. 
The management simply couldn't 





be reached. It’s the feeling around | 
here that the management will | 
continue to be out of reach when- | 
ever the Pirates are in Flatbush. 


land’s three outlets, Dayton's two 


In most cases, the shifts are only 
one channel away and can be ac- 
complished with. little difficulty 
and effect on operations. However, 
where it is required to shift from 
the higher part of the VHF band 


| (channels 7 through 13) to the low- 


er part (channels 2 through 6) or 
vice versa, it may be necessary for 
stations to suspend operations for 
several weeks and for set owners 
to adjust their antennas. 





Pitt Fans to Get Baseball 
TV Via Johnstown Pickup 


._ Pittsburgh, May 20. 

With Pittsburgh cut out of any 
baseball telecasts because of the 
local baseball club’s continued pol- 
icy of prohibition—this is the only 
major league city where the games 
aren’t teeveed—there’ll be a little 
consolation for the small percent- 
age of local viewers who can pick 
up WJAC-TV in nearby Johnstown. 
That station, an NBC affiliate, has 
just closed a deal to carry 10 of the 
Cleveland Indians’ home games this 
season, including three at. night. 
They’re mostly Saturday and Sun- 
day contests. 














Now starring on NBC's 
ALL STAR REVUE 


Saturday's 8-9 p.m., EOST 
Mgt.: William Merris Agency 
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GENTLEMAN’S UNIQUE ESTATE 


Encompassing 


GORGEOUS PRIVATE FIVE ACRE LAKE 
with Beach and Bathing Pavilion 


35 miles from Manhattan, high slevation commending ten-mile 
P view ef the Hudson. 15 acres beautifully landscaped. Ther- 
: eughly modernized Colonial residence newly and exquisitely 
furnished, contains huge living reom with picture windows, 
streamlined kitchen, den, powder reem, all on first fleer. Four 
lovely master bedrooms each with private bath: twe servants 
reoms with bath en second fleor. Six fireplaces, insulated, oil 
heat. Spacious gerage. Lew taxes. Requires only twe in help. 


“REMARKABLE VALUE at $75,000—Terms 
Address—Dream House, Variety, 154 West 4éth St., New York 36, N.Y. 
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he ABC plans the biggest Radio and 
Sun- 
= Television coyerage in its history 
From first gavel to last, the Chicago conventions will get the 
full treatment from the biggest staff of Radio and TV experts 
that ABC has ever assembled. The ABC staff of over 200 will 
include John Daly, Elmer Davis, Drew Pearson, George Sokol- 
sky, Erwin D. Canham, Walter Kiernan, Martin Agronsky, 
Mary Margaret McBride. There’ll be special ABC studios, spe- 
cial newsrooms, over a million dollars’ worth of special equipment 
= (including twelve TV cameras). Newsweek will add its own 
a: outstanding news-gathering resources... and the entire coverage 
will be sponsored on both Radio and TV by The Admiral 
[ Corporation. 
: A BC TELEVISION and 
m4 RADIO NETWORKS 
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Atlantic 


last year, when after the sponsor | 
had lined up several colleges for 
tele coverage, the college body lim- 
ited TV coverage and sold the} 
rights to one bankroller, Westing- | 
house. Refiner feels that the) 


Continued from page 25 


Grid Nix 








1940 over the Philly experimental 
outlet which later became WPTZ. 
It sponsored Penn games through 
1950, until the NCAA _ ruling 
which limited  telecasting. At- 
lantic’s success with backing of 


be able to sell the show locally. 
Provisions are made for three spon- 
sor inserts, which means that it 
can also be a participating deal, 
if the local outlets can. sell three/ 
different local bankrollers. 

While stations will be permitted 
to slot the show at any time they 
desire, CBS has earmarked it for 
the 9:45 to 10 a.m. strip. Since 





| has the Joan Edwards show at that 


NCAA tele committee “was also| pro grid games in ’51 cued the|time, “In Town” will be carried 


likely to block” Atlantic from | 
televising college ball again this | 
year. 


Co-Sponsor Grid Giants 
Switching to pro grid, Atlantic | 
will split the tab with Miller| 
Brewing for the N. Y. Football 
Giants over eight stations of the 
DuMont web. Seven of the cities 
will carry the full sked of 12 
games, while N. Y. City viewers 
will see only the six away games. 
Atlantic isn't giving up radio, 
and will share a radio hookup for 
the Giants pro games with Miller, 
which is repped by the Mathisson 
agency. Its radio coverage is be- 
ing cut down. The same relative 
area will be covered, but it will be 
by a combination of AM and TV 
rather than by any one medium. 


In deciding to ditch college ball, 
Ayer told the universities, “We 
cannot conscientiously recommend 
radio broadcasts of college football 
without TV.” It added that audi- 
ence studies last year showed that 
even for important games on AM, 
the TV coverage averaged four 
times as many dialers. Ayer con- 
cluded, “Even our radio broadcasts 
of games of great local interest 


were not sufficiently strong to 
overcome interest in televised 
games.” Last week Ayer issued 


its Jerry Jordan report, showing 
TV doesn’t hurt college ball. 
* Atlantic still hasn’t set its full 
grid radio sked, and may enter 
into more shared sponsorship on 
AM with Miller. It also may add 
some additional pro football on 
TV. 

Refiner, incidentally, was the 
first company to back grideo, 
bankrolling the Penn games in 


NS 
Sv) 


wii 


4 Reasons Why 


The foremost national and local 
advertisers use WEVD year after 
yeor to reach the vast 


Jewish Market 
of Metropolitan New York 
1. Top adult programming 
2. Strong audience impact 


3. Inherent listener loyalty 
4. Potential buying power 


Send for a copy of 





gy 


at) | | 


pues” 


Ve 


present deal. 

In radio, the outfit is probably 
the largest single sponsor of major 
league baseball on a .spot basis 
(not counting Falstaff’s “Game of 
the Day,” which is on the Mutual 
network). 


CBS-TV City 


Continued from page 25 




















that up to 10 studios can be built 
there and that the rooftop space is 
large enough to land helicopters 
to rush last-minute news films to 
broadcasts. 


Web meanwhile unveiled the 
all-electronic working model of its 
Coast TV city at its homeoffice 
last week. In introducing the dis- 
play, CBS-TV prexy J. L. Van 
Volkenburg reasserted that the 
web has no plans to make either 
Hollywood or N. Y. its “TV capi- 
tal.” While several shows current- 
ly emanating from N. Y. will move 


| to the Coast in the fall, he said 


there are also a number of CBS 
programs which cannot be moved 
to L. A. by the very nature of their 
formats. 


Among the innovations the web 
is building into its TV City are a 
system for keeping the flow of 
talent and the public completely 
separated from the flow of mate- 
rials into the various studios; a 
separate parking lot for talent so 
that the stars will not be plagued 
by autograph hounds, etc. Web is 
not incorporating any film studios 
into the Coast plant originally, but 
is ready to convert any of the Jive 
studios- to film usage whenever 


necessary. 
| 
CBS’ Cut-It-Up 




















Continued from page 25 





Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons.” 
CBS will move other shows into 
the operation if any sponsor inter- 
est is forthcoming. Deal holds only 


in the fall. 





New Co-op Show 
Network, which has been quiet 


for some time, will preem a new 


quarter-hour, cross-the-board show 
June 2, described by, web execs 
as the most flexible co-op program 
ever offered their stations. An in- 
terview show titled “In Town To- 
day,” it’s packaged by Leonard- 
Frank Programs, comprising Bill 
Leonard, of WCBS’ “This Is New 
York,” and Len Frank, head of 
Carnegie Hall Recording Assn. 
Under the deal being offered 
CBS affiliates, they can carry the 





‘WHO’S WHO ON WEVD’ 
Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 


Mes «=(WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
———e New York 36 ' 


QAAQUWAUN 


\ 


show any time of the day they 
want and as many stanzas each 
week as they care to buy. Stations 


will be charged 3% of their gross | 


Class A card rate, and then will 
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for the summer, since Mars will re- 
turn as full sponsor on “People” 


at some other period if the station 
takes it. Web’s few other co-op 
| shows presently are all news pro- 
| grams, or those offered on a short- 
|term deal. “In Town” will be sold 


|on a 52-week basis, with the usual | 


| 13-week cycles. 

With Leonard featured, the 
show will have an interview for- 
| mat with one guest each day. For 
the first week, starting June 2, 
Leonard has lined up Greer Gar- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Robert. Vogeler; 


Joan Crawford, George Gallup and 
Artie Shaw. 





Hooper-Blair 


Continued from page 25 





would be available to anyone that 
wanted it and was willing to pay 
for studies using it. But, he added, 
using AM and TV in the same ques- 
tion “cuts the cost of broadcast au- 
dience measurement in half” since 
twice as much info can be gathered 
in one call. 


ferred the AM-TV question be- 
| cause by getting info on both audi- 
|ences. “we know what we are up 
against.” Hooper also argued that 
Trendex figures may be higher te- 
cause someone tuned in to WDSU- 
TV might answer that he is listen- 
ing to WDSU, the AM station, and 
what should be counted as a TV 
viewer may be credited as a radio 
listener. He noted that more than 
half of the TV stations in the study 
have basically the same call letters 


sulting confusion might have 


|caused the difference between -his 
and Trendex’s figures. 


NARTB Sets Committee 
To Help Get Out Vote 


Washington, May 20. 
Full membership of the Register 








| and Vote Committee of the Na-| 


|tional. Assn. of Radio and TV 
| Broadcasters, which will cooperate 
| with the American Heritage Foun- 
| dation in a campaign to get citizens 
| to vote at the coming elections, 
| Was named last week by NARTB 
prexy Harold Fellows. 


Members are John F. Patt, head 


in the co-op programming business | of the Richards stations, chairman; | bert E. Evans, general manager of 


|Roger W. Clipp, WFIL, Phila- 
| delphia; Frank Fogarty, 


|; Omaha; Kenneth D. Given, WLBJ, 





|Bowling Green, Ky.; Paul W.| 
| Morency, WTIC, Hartford, and | 
Joseph Wilkins, KFBB, Great! 
Falls, Mont. 

St. Louis — Hal Fredericks, | 


KXOK disk jock, is becoming the | 
busiest man in town. He mikes his | 
“Song and Dance Parade” program | 
from 12:15 to 1 p.m. and from 3 to | 
4 p.m. six times weekly and feeds | 
the Falstaff baseball network sev- 
eral times weekly. Then he man- 
| ages to supervise the several frozen 
custard stands he operates in and 
near St. Louis. 
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++++++ FOR DETAILS: THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM - New York 18, NY. + 44444 


Behold Sir PLUS, in armor plate, 
The Mutual knight-errant. 
He sallies forth to demonstrate 


Two plusses here concurrent: 


Is up, like Sir P.’s visor; 


While costs are like his spurs, you see, 


— the difference is MUTUAL! 


CRUSADER 


famed efficiency 


— to please a miser! 
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the web’s N. Y. flagship, WCBS, | 


He said that radio operators pre- | 


as the radio stations, and the re-| 


WOW-TV, | 


| network last year. 





Radio Reviews 
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PRT (who spieled effec- 
|tively on cerebral palsy) and prez 
|of the Carter hotel chain. Latter 
| was invited because the show orig- 
|inates from the Hotel Governor 








|Clinton’s Circle Lounge, whence 
| there’s a chef serving audience par- 
'ticipants from a buffet to under- 
line the kitchen motif. Glenn Riggs 
handled the quizzing personably, 
gabbing informally with the house- 
wives. Bril. 





MASTERS OF MELODY 

With Albert White; orchestra 
Director: White 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 
KNBC, San Francisco . . 

KNBC boss Lleyd Yoder preemed 
this one on two days’“notice Mon- 
day (12) after Paul Speegle dropped 
his. weak night strip and skipped 
to Radio Free. Asia. 

But Yoder was amply prepared, 
Earlier he had signed Albert White 
and nine tunesmiths, mostly re- 
cruited from the Esseff Symph, to 
build a new “live” band in the 
semi-classic tradition. They had re- 
hearsed two weeks when the call 
came. 


White, former KSFO and KGO 
music director, drilled his people 
to play light melodic tunes span- 
ning the broad ocean between jazz- 
ism and classism. 

With Olga Attl’s harp working 
|a full-chord background, with six 
strings, a flute, a clarinet and an 
88, the first show set the future 
pattern by beaming Brahms, Grieg, 
Kreisler, Cole Porter and several 
modern pops al] with a full, ma- 
jestic treatment. 

Group includes Lennard Peter- 
son, Frances Wiener, Harry Mou- 
lin, Otte King, Philip Karp, Ru- 
dolph Schmitt, Roy Harold, Frank 
Denke and occasionally Eloise 
Rowan at the organ. 

It should win enthusiastic ap- 
plause from those hungry for live 
quality music at the dinner a 

ed. 


DuPont Awards 


























— Continued from page 24 

| WHCU, Ithaca; KFBI, Wichita, and 
| KUOM, Minneapolis. Harold J. 
Struthers, general manager of 


WEEI, accepted for that station. 

| Other. commentators who re- 
| ceived special mention were How- 
ard K. Smith, CBS, London: Ed- 
| ward R. Murrow, CBS; and the 
|“Three Star Extra” 
| NBC, 


| 
| Harsch, also a correspondent for | 


| the Christian Science Monitor, is 
| how in Paris and his award was 
| accepted by Mrs. Harsch and Her- 


| People’s Broadcasting Corp. Com- 
| pany owns stations WOL, in D. C., 
and WRFD, in Worthington, O., | 
which carry Harsch’s taped com- 
mentary from France. Harsch won 


for his Washington commentary, 





program ‘on 


NLRB BACKS EXAMINER 
ON KWKH VIOLATIONS 


Washington, May 20 

A trial examiner's decision hold 
ing radio station KWKH in Shrey ‘ 
port, La., in violation of - 
tional Labor Relations Act. through 
efforts to interfere with union bs 
ganization of its announcers and 
control board operators, was unani 
|mously affirmed today by the Na. 
| tional Labor Relations Boarg_ x5 


Board ordered that KWKH ba, 
gain with the Internationa) Broth. 
erhood of Electrical Workers: reine 
state two announcers who were dis. 
charged for union activity: rein, 
burse them for loss of pay 
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| BMI Clini | 
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emphasized that strip shows are 
preferable: “Programs are cheap. 
er by the dozen.” 


Recipe advanced by Robert D, 
Swezey, exec v.p. of WDSU-Ty 
New Orieans, was: do the natural 
thing; don’t go overboard on ey. 
penses; try a fresh angle; utilize 
distinctive features of your con. 
munity; experiment; don’t let the 
program sked get stale; be ready 
to change talent when the “bloom 
is off,” and don’t let production 
people get lazy. 

Ted Cott, NBC v.p. and g.m. of 


WNBT, N. Y., told the 130-odd 
station execs at the clinic “Yoy 
may be seen—you'’ve got to be 


heard.” He said they must pro- 
mote their programs on all other 
media—using billboards, maza- 
zines, Newspapers, and even park 
public address systems. 

Roger Clipp, manager, WFIL- 
TV, Philly, discussing operation 
of a newsreel setup, said that with 
a staff newsreel unit a tele outlet 
could obtajn virtually equal foot- 
ing with the local newspaper in 
covering local events. 


Other speakers were Bennett 
Larsen, v.p.-g.m., WPIX, N. Y., on 
film buying; Charles F. Holden, 


ABC-TV assistant national direc. 
tor, on TV_ production; Paul 
Adanti, -v.p.-g.m., WHEN, Syra 
cuse, on programming for sales; 
Joel Chaseman, public service di- 
rector, WAAM, Baltimore, on pub 
lic service shows; Philip G. Lasky, 
g.m., KPIX, ’Frisco, on plant plan- 
ning, and Abe Schechter, NBC-TV 
“Today” exec, on early morning 
tele shows. 
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SUMMER ESTATE 
Ocean Beach, Fire Island 
New York 


Completely furnished 7 room house. 
Individual room temperature control, 
fireplace, on one acre woter front 
property. En-tout-cas tennis court, 














which was carried over the Liberty 
| 

The WFIL scholarship is the first | 
offered by any winner, and is in | 
line with the suggestion made by 
Washington and Lee U., which now 
manages the annual awards. 











Net ‘Monopoly’ 
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would result in strengthening the | 
position of the affiliates, giving | 
them greater bargaining strength | 
in contract negotiations 

The advantages to network pro- | 
gram sponsors of rebroadcasting | 
their shows, he points out, is ob-| 
vious when it is recognized that | 
only a small proportion of the po- | 


tential audience receives the aver- | 


age program. The Hooper average | 
of all commercial programs in| 
1949 on the four major radio nets, | 
he notes, shows that only 2.7% of | 
U.S. listeners hear the programs | 
when they are broadcast only once. | 
_This means, says Brown. that | 
97% of the listening audience 
would be potential listeners for the 
average show through rebroadcast. 
Even the highest-rated network 
radio show gets only 10% of the 
audience and provides a potential | 
of 90% of radio listeners through 
rebroadcast, he asserts. 


cities cence 

_Buffalo—Cy King, for the past | 
nine years station ‘director of 
WEBR, Mutual affiliate here, has! 
been upped to executive editor of 
the Buffalo-Courier Express. (Sta- | 
tion and morning newspaper have | 
mutual ownership). King is suc-! 
ceeded by William Doerr, Jr., ele- | 





vated from assistant director in 
i 


charge of sales, 


Pine panelled game room complete 
with TV, bar, refrigerator, opens on 
flagstone terrace. Swimmers’ showers. 
Easy transportation by boat, plone or 
train, 


Price $49,000 complete or $39,000 
without tennis court. 


Address reply to Box 520, Voriety, 
154 West 46th St.. New York 36, N. Y. 

















SOUTHERN BERKSHIRE | 
GENTLEMAN'S FARM | 


125 miles N. Y. C. on macadam roel. 
105 acres, largely tillable. Old Coby 
| 





onial, 8 rooms, 24 baths, all improve 
ments. 4-room rustic guest house, = 
stanchion barn, heated, 2 lavatorws 


barn dance bar playroom milk 


machine shed, tractor shed, | 
house, modern chicken shed and A 
car garage. All buildings '” seer 
repair. Excellent trout stream, 58" f 

country home} 


ming pool. Ideal 
dairy or stud farm. 


ROBERT J. LEE REAL ESTATE 
SHEFFIELD, MASS. Tel. 306} 
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RADIO-MUSIC QUIZ: 


for 


Who does the music ‘| 
“DREAM HARBOR” — Hearé 
ant? 
Mon., Tues., Wed., on ABC: 
See Page 36 
es 














DO YOU NEED A ” 
PRODUCTION ASSISTAN 
also “Hep” Script Girl and Exec. Sect} 

Five Years in TV Shows, Agence? 
ond Networks 

WRITE BOX 285, a : 

. .. New York 36,™ " 
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° z Do It Fast Clini sau ay 
NER Philly Tours WCAU-TV NBC, Northwestern Clinic : i 
Actor Carl Low was called cat lage . ' ’ 3 i 
° “ i tier 
THONS Center Via Programs) wp by tne sirector ot “cso. | For Convention Students’) ©  CryStal-Balling Convention i 
: ain Video visi : th 
ay 20, Philadelphia, May 20. th = on television for Chicago, May 20. es continued from pase 23 s==aaeeessennne : 
mn hold. With the start of telecasting from € role of a one-eyed vil- | NBC and Northwestern U. will ‘ is nalitia® tame a as ioe te db ft. 
Shreve. 4< new radio-television center yes-| lainous pirate in a new se- use the political conventions as an | ‘® 4 Paid political broadcast, to clares: “I am deeply honored by te 
the Nail its  WCAU-TV launched a| quence of adventures for the “on the job” radio-TV reporting Ritz Furs to plug mink coats. | your faith in me and if I am elect- ie. 
through eh of its new headquarters| space-traveling hero. clinic <s SS ee journal- July 4: Rep. Slurp makes Inde- ed there will be an Admiral, Phil- . ; 
pis or- through a series of 15-minute pro- Low okayed the part only if pred P The bre ee ee pendence Day speech, urges view- co and Westinghouse in every 4 
ers and -ams, Monday through Friday at| he'd be killed off h ne 1s ers to vote for “the American party | home.” ‘ 
S unani. gram, | of on the pro- | dents” to both conventions as fully} with the American policy and to ; F : : 
the Na. 9:45 om wat ME ee ee gram before the end of the | accredited correspondents, with defeat my corrupt opponents atan July 14-20: Brief return to nor- 
to sein the  pregrams take view-| ™onth. That’s because he’s due | SPecific new gathering tasks. would fortnistroy the principles of | Maley. “Howdy Doody” and “Cap- 
KH bar. gore the scenes at the new| back in Pittsburgh at that time The clinic tees off June 30, a shrdluism.” tain Video” back on the air. 
ae building, showing the entire physi-| to get the summer season at ben. a cong no ag July 5: The video webs, which| July 21: Democratic convention 
rs; rein. yee ndthe inner workings} the White B: | cave, with classroom briefings. | pooled thei. resources, reveal that opens at 8 p.m. with 73-minute 
ere a cal setup ‘a . uty | lhe White Barn Theatre under |The week between the windup of ; Cef 
tagged f a radio and TV station. Official | ay. Low and Clay Fi: “ ge they have finally succeeded in| demonstration for Kefauver. 
ies dedication of the new center is) “*Y- “OW an ay Flagg own | the GOP meet and the start of the | clearing one station below the Ma- July 21—10 p.m.: 73-minute 
yay dedi ae May 27 | the local strawhat and also act | Democratic convention, and the! son-Dixon line to carry the GOP ana Fn an ‘ei cieee tel 
scheduled. for May 27. | post-convention week will also be | cnr-la, demonstration for Kefauver (re 
— Programs have been created by there. | set aside for lectures J Sr : ; peat for West Coast). 
WCAU-EY } ta fadgucint Philadel- | 5 oi July 7: Republican convention 








July 22: Democrats elect a can- 


é eh didate on first ballot, but declare 
tion for Eisenhower. Taft, Stassen it null and void (they want as 


| phia viewers With ‘the new $2,000,- | Slated to speak during the class | opens with 73-minute demonstra- 


: Hartford—In one of those rare} sessions are Ken Fry, Democratic | 

” 000 << ho ola | occurrences here, one local sta-|radio-TV director; Edward T. Ingle, | 
pill as “the m broad-| tion has paid homage to an em-!C adio- rm - . 
casting-teleeasting station in the | ge m-| GOP radio-TV director; James Res 


and Warren demand equal time. | much time on video as the Repub- 
ployee of another here. WTHT) : SP peed July 9; “Phileco TV Playhouse” | jicans). 
world.” Series will tell the story} has cited Alan Henry, sales eine a er See 


. , ~ is interrupted to pick up the third | ' iri ss 

: : ye Francis McCall, NBC-TV news and July 23: Mutual, airing the con 

of every department in the bulld- | motion monnars: of WONS, as special events chief. and Charles | Dallot. _ . |ventions on a co-op basis, an- 
‘hort B ing. ; itizen of the Day. Cleveland, Chicago Daily News po- July 10: Arthur Godfrey is in-/ nounces it has 2,104 local spen- 


OWS are 
P cheap. 






































DSU-TV — litical editor. |terrupted for the 12th ballot. | sors, including the Sixth Ave. Deli- 
- natural : | Albany—Arnold Freedman, who| Also William Ray, Chi NBC news | July 12: The 33rd ballot is inter- catessen of Biloxi, Miss. 
1 on ex ABC Cancellations | joined WROW as a teen-age disk | 2d special events director; Roland | rupted for the Gorgeous George- Nov. 4: Election Day Flash— 
- utilize | Jockey in 1947, has been promoted | Young, Northwestern political sci-| Swedish Angel set-to. | Video's influence on the voting seen 
ur com- —___ Continued from page 22 ===! to chief announcer, station man- | ence prof, and Baskett Mosse, jour- July 13: The Republican candi- |in the results: Martin & Lewis are 
+ let the — ager Johnny Lee announced. | nalism prof. | date, accepting the nomination, de-| elected President! 
ne ready by Serutan cross-the-board at 12:15 | —y 
> “bloom p.m., powders June 13. 
oduction Friday lineup is being hit, with 
“Ozzie and Harriet” being nixed by 
i gm. of Heinz. “Mr. D. A.,” backed by 
130-odd Bristol-Myers, is taking a hiatus, 
lic “You and Camels’ “Richard Diamond, 
it to be Prviate Detective” also is expected 
lust pro- to hiatus. That would leave only 
all other Equitable’s “This Is Your FBI” run- 
maga- ning commercially in the 8-10 p.m. 
ven park period on the skein’s potent Friday 
a night lineup. “Lone Ranger” at ’ 
WFIL- 7:30 and Gillette’s boxing at 10 p.m. 
+ faye probably will stay on. 
raphe In tele, the chain is keeping its 
ual foot 7:30-8 p.m, period stet through the 1 
paper in summer, except for Monday night 
when Ironrite is putting ‘“Holly- 
Bennett wood Screen Test” in mothballs for 
N. Y.. on the dog days. Other 7:30 shows, 
Holden, “Beulah” (Tuesday), “Lone Ranger” 
al direc: (Wednesday) and “Stu Erwin 
mn: Paul Show” (Friday), will stay on, since - 
N  Swrae they are on film and there’s no 
or sales; vacation problems involved. LANCASTER DERI NSY LVANIA 
rvice dis 4 
on pub ABC’s Quarterly Loss 
Ui Lasky, ABC's operations during March 
lant plane were in the black after dipping 
NBC-TV into the red for January and 
morning February. However, for the first 
quarter of ’52 the estimated loss 
a 





- — was $198,000. 


The loss was after a reduction of 
$222,000 for recovery of Federal 
income taxes under the carry-back 
provisions of the internal revenue 
code. Without this reduction, the 
loss for the quarter would have 
been $420,000. 

This contrasts. with a net income, 
after taxes, of $222,000 for the 
same period last year. It’s for this 
reason that ABC is expected to 
petition the FCC to separate the 
case of its merger with United 
Paramount Theatres from the 
hearings on Paramount and Du- 
Mont. Web feels that the pro- 
tracted hearings are causing it un- 
due distress, 


















Island 





4 | years of public service 


WGAL — one of the pioneer stations in the nation — 


ym house. 
e control, 
ster front 
nis court, 
complete 
opens on 
* showers. 
, plone er 





“grew rapidly into a community public service bulwark, 
After World War II, FM-was added to its facilities. 


And, in 1949, WGAL brought the thrill of television 
r $39,000 






































|, Voriety, to its viewers. . 
(36, NY. 
— | CBS-TY School WGAL, in the future as in the past, is pledged to operate 
= Continued from page 23 jae x : ? “ : 
E i interests of its listeners and viewers. It 1s 
SHIR “matriculate” at the CBS television in the best 
ARM school. . : 
dam rey During the private sessions, the pledged to present the best in entertainment; bring 
Old Cel Senator i an b 
1) improve: enator is told how TV can be a 
house, 2 Sreat factor of good influence, 1s , : 
_lavaterte told about the setup of the studio news and sports as they happen; place pub ic service 
hed, milk} with its lighting, sound and cam- 
ed, and AT eras, and is shown a film of him- 
Sam, swit i self. His appearance is analyzed first and always. 
uy —_ while the film is running. 
Commentator Walter Kronkite ee _ re 
ESTATE | next demonstrates what to do and WGAL, one of America’s complete broadcasting 
Tel. 306] ae not to do while appearing 
elore a television camera. e ‘ : ; . - . ers’ heritane. 
SS “pupil” is also instructed on how ices, will keep faith with its thirty ye itag 
= to read, take cues, apply makeup, 
Quiz: : im colors for clothes, etc. Finely 
P le Senator goes before a live =) : : 
cic forr famera himself. This operates on A Steinman Station 
 Heardl a closed circuit, bringing the pic- ; , 
; _— ture back into the same room on a Clair McCollough, Pres. : 
ABC: receiver. Thus the Senator can _— ; 
sare the appearance he makes EE t 
and can understand easily when soeuted t 
—— the errors are pointed out to him. S » Repres Y i 
For example, it was pointed out “a ° i 
yA to Senator Kerr that when he ey ROBERT MEEKER, Associates f 
STANT? Slouched in a chair while reading =i il . 
Exec. Se’? 4 script, his bald spot and double ay New York Chicoge San Francisco Los Angeles f 
Agencies Chin both showed more obviously. “ 
Senator Martin, a former general, " { 
LRIETY Was commended for his fine pos- 
. 36, N.Y. ‘ure, but it was pointed out to him fi 
that he failed to look directly at 
the camera, . 
‘ 
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will your sales 





this summer ? 


People go on doing in summer largely what 


they were doing in winter — eating, working 


and buying. Yet a tradition has grown up of 


suspending or curtailing advertising activity 
during the hot-weather months. With the 
advent of television, it was clear that a com- 


plete re-appraisal of summer advertising 


practice was called for. 

NBC therefore resolved last summer to 
conduct a survey—as accurate as science and 
logic could make it—of the summer market- 
ing potential. Alongside are outlined the high- 
lights. As applied to this summer, the picture 


is even brighter for viewers and advertiser's 


A copy of “Summer Television Advertising”—NBC’s comprehensive research survey — awaits you for the asking- 
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alike —for the number of sets in use will have 
increased from 13,093,600 last July to an esti- 
mated 17,800,000 in July 1952. And the politi- 
cal conventions will stimulate.more viewing 
than ever before. 

Averaging the findings on 52 different 
brands, the TV summer advertisers reaped 
28.1% more sales among viewers than among 
non-viewers...won just under 46,000 extra 
customers per month in New York alone. 

94.8% of TV families are available during 
the average summer week. Watching televi- 
sion is, by far, the favorite summer activity 
im TV homes. 

The average TV family is away for only 
4% days each summer. In August, the TV 
owner spent an average of nearly two hours 
a day in front of his set—or more time with 
TV than with all other media combined. 

And—91.2% of both owners and non-owners 


alike recalled most clearly advertising on 





television. 





Whereas in January 1951 it cost the aver- 
age TV advertiser 5 cents to bring in a new 
customer, in August it cost only 4 cents. 


Of the 52 brands studied, 21 came on tele- 


vision for the first time last summer, and 31 
continued into summer from their winter TV 
campaign. The “new” brands garnered an 
average of 38,200 new customers in the New 
York area alone every month — but the “stay- 
on” brands did even better, with an average 
of 51,000 extra customers per month. As 
stated above, the over-all average for both 
kinds was 45,900 extra customers eaeh sum- 
mer month. 

You’re in business twelve months a year: 
now, with television’s aid, your summer sales 
can be as high—or h igher—than your winter’s! 
More NBC advertisers are staying with us 
this summer than ever before. More than 70% 
of NBC evening network sponsors plan to 
continue their TV advertising throughout the 
hot-weather months. For both large and small 
advertisers, however, there are still a limited 
number of availabilities and proven show prop- 
erties...and a special low-cost plan for the 
coming summer. 

Your NBC salesman will be glad to give 
you full information about them. Phone NBC- 
TV Sales in New York, Chicago, Detroit or 


Hollywood today. 


NBC summer television 


re 


POP. 70,000,000 


A Service of Radio Corporation of America 
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something which was entirely non-, 
existent in 1948. | 


This Time Clean Faces 


In ’48 also, the political figures 
dragged before the cameras for| 
interviews and closeups were all 
given a heavy coat of makeup. 
Nevertheless the cameras made 
many of them look as though they 
hadn't shaved for two weeks. The 
pictures come through much better 
now. The camera work and han- 
dling were experimental and tenta- 
tive. This year they'll be far more 
polished and with much more 
diversity. 


dustry is descending on Chicago in 


numbers absolutely unthought of | 


four years ago. 


In 1948, requests for convention | 
credentials came from 63 different | 


organizations—radio and television 
Stalions and networks, etc. 
This year the Radio Correspond- 


1,900 B’cast Requests For Chi 


Continued from page 23 


| and Icelandic State Broadcast Serv- 





allotted 300 seats in the stockyards 
amphitheatre by the Republican 
and Democratic National Commit- 
tees. Thus, there must be many 
more refusals than there will be 
applications approved among the 
750 commentators and others re-| 
questing seats. 

However, there will be no dearth | 
of space in the control booths and | 
in the work area assigned to radio- 
TV in one of the side wings of the 
convention building. In these work | 
wings, the broadcast industry will 
use far more space than will be | 
given to the press and periodical | 





< . : | or Ss. 
Whai’s more the broadcasting in- | 8'OUPS 


Among those operating in the| 
radio-TV sections of the conven- 
tion will be the following foreign 
broadcast organizations — British 
Broadcasting Co., Canadian Broad- 
casting Corr., French Broadcasting 
System, Northwest German Radio 


ice. In addition, the State Dept. 


ents Assn. here, which is handling | 
accreditations, received applications | 
for credentials from no _ fewer} 
than 293 different organizations— | 
national and regional radio and TV | 
networks, individual affiliates and! 
non-affiliated stations, foreign, 
broadcasters, and others. 

The wave of requests has swamped 
the Convention Committee of the | 
Radio Correspondents, whose chair-| 9n hand. About 160 radio and TV 


will have. teams of its Voice of 
America people on hand to gather | 
material and tape some phases of 
the. conventions for overseas cov- 
erage. 

In addition to the big national 
networks, 10 regional networks 
| will staff the conventions and 81 
independent radio stations, not net- 
work affiliated will have their reps 


City-by-City Politico Lineup 


Following is the city-by-city lineup for television coverage of 


the political conventions in July 
two-station markets have signed 
estimates of the number of recei 
vention time, it’s expected that N 
total, while CBS-TV will get abo 
erage in some markets) and ABC 
(DuMont, while tied in with th 
individual coverage, having sold 
inghouse for a CBS tie-in): 





man is Bill Henry. | network affiliates will cover indi- 
Applications have come in on/| viduaily, aside from what they get | 
behalf of over 1,900 individuals—| from their webs. 
about 750 commentators, reporters,| One interesting development is 
etc., all of whom want seats in the that nine separate organizations 
convention auditorium; more than | will be on hand to make television 
500 engineers and technicians; and | newsreels. These will include Tele- 
close to 700 executives, producers, | news, U. P. Television, A. P. syn- 


directors, and members of their| dicated TV newsreels: Stonehouse 
staffs. ‘ 


- 





In 1948, 240 convention seats | Newsreel Productions, of New York | 
were allocated for radio-TV people | City; WGN, DuMont affiliate, and | 
at the convention and practically 


everybody who wanted in got taken 
care of. 
This year, radio-TV have been 
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| News Agency, King TV, of Seattle; 


the NBC TV Newsreel. 


| So far as individual stations are 
| concerned, the greatest concentra- 
tion of them will come from the 
midwest states. 


NBC-TV Film 


Continued from page 21 


spired the NBC brass to stake its 
claim in the syndication facets in 
a big way. 

NBC's reactivated interest in the 
long-range pacting of Bill Boyd for 
the “Hopalong Cassidy’ series, 
after NBC had grown cold on the 


project, was predicated chiefly on 
the network’s awareness of the 
“Hoppy” syndication bonanza. 














RECORDING Service, 


radio standard tape and disc, 
dramatic auditions with sound ef- 
fects and vocal auditions custom 
cut by “STUDIO 8," 130 Eighth 
Ave., Brooklyn, ST. 9-7157. 











One of White's initial endeavors 

will be the acquisition of proper- 
'ties, a move which may take him to 
| Europe shortly after he checks in 
with the network. White has al- 
|ready exited Mutual to take an ex- 
tended fishing vacation, and he'll 
lreport in at the web shortly after 
‘June 1. 














. They Know What's Watt 
Down in WFIL-adelphia 


Ad men who've taken a good 
look at the Philly radio market 
know one thing for sure-it’s 
not just the power, it’s the 
selling power that counts. | 


That’s why more and more 
of them are turning to WFIL, 
Philly ABC net voice, whose 5,000 
watts actually outpull 50,000 
watts in 11 out of 14 counties 
in America’s third largest Retail 
Trading Area. 


And it's the whole Philly area 
—not thecity alone—that is most 
significant to the sales- wise. 
Here are 4,400,000 men, women, 
and minors. Every year they soak 
up $1 billion worth of retail 
goods. Their effective buying in- 
come is valued at $6,638,759 ,000. 


A plum ripe for the picking, 
plus a big bonus area... and the 
ladder to the top of the tree has 
**560°’ written all over it. It’s an 
engineering fact that WFIL’s 
5,000 watts, operating at 560 
kilocycles, give coverage equal 
to 100,000 watts at double the 
frequency . . . 1120 kilocycles. 
Schedule WFIL. 


: Inquirer Station 














The Philadelphia 


An ABC Affiliate 
First on the Dial 


% |the only outlets in their areas, 


Chi Amphitheatre 


Continued from page 23 








eam 
and out, a $500,000 air conditioning 
unit is being installed and its name 
has been changed to the Chicago 
Convention Building & Interna- 
tional Amphitheatre. Changes are 
designed io cash in on the promo- 
tional values of the all-media con- 
vention coverage to establish the 
site, which heretofore has been 


, showing which of the one and 
with which networks. Based on 
vers the public will own by con- 
BC-TV will hit about 92% of the 
ut 75% (including duplicate cov- 
-TV will be somewhat lower. 

e network pool, is not doing any 
its three o.&o0. stations to West- 


ABC _ CBS ‘ NBC known chiefly as the home of the 
New York New York New York annual International Live Stock Ex- 
New Haven position, as the top midwest audi- 
Boston Boston Boston torium. 

Providence | "What _makes the Amphitheatre 
Utica 7 |well-nigh ideal from a radio-T\ 
Syracuse viewpoint are the four huge exhi- 
: R : : Dhilede : bition halls flanking the conven- 
Philadelphia Philadelphia Seen ion Geer Wnwex. The dloctronic 
P : : : reporters have been assigned the 
Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore second floor north wing which em- 
Washington Washington on een braces over 20,000 square feet. This 
Norfetk. area will house the control centers 
Lancaster and the individual studios to be 
Johnstown used by the tele and radio webs 
Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland ee ee interview and 
ne: A For the floor shots of the nomi- 
Toledo nating conclave itself camera bays 
Detroit Detroit Detroit will be built along the first balcony 
— Lansing on the two sides and angled toward 
ile J eieides rs ‘ th ees bik 
Cincinat Cinema Gincinnat pecrumia a be erected Tee nals 

ayton ayton - c ‘ re 
Columbus Columbus —— tet ae he oN sl and 

Chicago Chicago ae Nine Coaxial Cables _ 
Grand Rapids _ Looking to the future the house 
Milwaukee is being permanently wired for 
St. Louis both sight and sound. Nine coaxial 
Memphis cables are being put in for TV con- 
Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta nection with the Bell Telephone 


Davenpo 
St. Paul 


Salt Lak 
Los Angeles 


San Francisco 








Birmingham 


Los Angeles 
San Diego 
San Francisco 


System’s central exchange. Over 
2,000 wires for radio, telegraph and 
telephone use during the conven- 


Birmingham 
Louisville 
Nashville 


rt Davenport tions are being strung. 
St. Paul The first floor south wing has 
Omaha been set aside for newspaper and 
Kansas City news mag use and the remaining 
e City Salt Lake City two halls will be taken over by the 


politicians. 
With most of the major political 
figures reserving space in the up- 


Los Angeles 


San Francisco 











Binghamton - town Conrad Hilton Hotel as con- 
Pittsburgh vention headquarters, the AM-TV 
Bloomington networks likewise will use the hos- 
(NBC and CBS share) Bloomington | telry as their Loop base of opera- 
Kalamazoo tions. Studios will be set up at 
Greensboro the hotel for special coverage. 
Charlotte —— 
Jacksonville 
Indianapolis VERMONT FARM 
Ames 
Miami For Sale. 150 Acres. Lovely 
New Orleans New Orleans 160 years old Cape Cod 
Tulsa Oklahoma City house. Completely modern- 
Fort Worth ized. Beautiful setting. 10,000 
Dallas Dallas producing asparagus plants. 
Houston 


Seattle 


San Antonio 


Erie’s WICU is the only station not to have signed with any of 
the three networks to date. Albuquerque, Phoenix and Matamoros 
(Brownsville, Tex.) will not be interconnected by convention time 
and will rely on kinescope and newsreel coverage. 


Five hours drive from Times 
Square. SELL or Swap for 
Los Angeles property. 
Write or Phone Owner— 
A. L. HERTZ 


Pawlet, Vermont 


San Antonio 








Chi Sideline 


=e Continued from page 23 








over which gets the lines through- 
out the conventions. 


Web execs explained that, even 
though they’re participating fully 
in the pool, they believe they can 
provide far better coverage by 
striking out on their own. If, for 
example, the pool is in operation 
from the-convention floor and ac- 
tivitiés tend to get dull, the nets 
will cut immediately to an inter- 
view or some other specially-staged 
event outside the arena. In order 
for a network to cut away from 
the pool and still service its entire 
station lineup, however, it must 
have the necessary networking 
facilities at its disposal. 

Indicative of the outside-the-pool 
coverage being planned by the 
webs individually is the situation 
at CBS-TV. While the pool will 
have seven cameras’ operating 
from the conVention floor, plus an 
audio pickup, CBS will have three 
cameras of its own on the floor, 
| plus three at the Hotel Hilton con- 
| vention headquarters and three 
| roving about Chi for various other 
| pickups. Even when it's tied into 
| 
! 





the pool pickup for its picture, 
CBS plans to utilize its own an- 
nouncer, feeding its own audio 
signal rather than the pool signal. 


With the networking coverage 
still up in the air, several station 
| operators who will have a choice 
| of networks, because of their being 


have postponed signing on with a 
net. Among those reportedly still 
holding out are WTMJ-TV, Mil- 
waukee, and KSD-TV, St. Louis. 
Both are primary NBC affiliates 
but, as single-station situations, 


a 
- 








BRONXVILLE VICINITY 


10 Reom Colenial, Modern 4 Master 
Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2 Maids’ Rooms. 
Full basement, TV Room, New Roof, 
New G.E. Oil and Hot Water Heater— 
Just painted. Fenced yard. Must Sell 
—$35,000. Owner—Bronxville 2-3033. 





|other webs. CBS, as a result, is 
| still pressing to lure them into 
its station lineup. 





Philadelphia—Martin E. Pinsker, 
member of the WFIL program and 
|production staff since 1948, has 
_been named radio production su-' 

| pervisor, effective immediately. 























TOPS IN MUSIC — NEWS — SPORTS 


Key Station 
DETROIT TIGERS 


BASEBALL NETWORK 
..» 4th Straight year 





Key Station 


FOR YOUR SALES 


IN DETROIT 7 
... ALL the time!! 


WJBK — DETROIT 


TOPS IN MUSIC—NEWS—SPORTS 
Metionel Seles Heodquerters. 488 Medison Avenve, New York 22 
Eldorede 5-2455 











also take some shows from the 


Represented Netionelly by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
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GEORGE LIBERACE 


O=O=ICl— On OF 


K LAC- TV Wednesdays—/:30 P.M. Sponsored By the Citizens National Bank of Los Angeles. 


“Rating 22.6—Forty-Five per cent more audience than nearest competitor in world’s toughest TV markel 
—Los Angeles—! stations. 


Siald Cut! wo WEEKS IN ADVANCE! PHILHARMONIC AUD. LOS ANGELES 


CAPACITY—2671 Paid Admissions 


CS. (Ee y FOUR WEEKS IN ADVANCE ! 
Sold CecE/ pasadena CIVIC AUDITORIUM, CAPACITY—3,000 Paid, Admissions 


Que Oppearancee EDGER BERGEN, PEGGY LEE, LUCILLE NORMAN, DORIS DAY, 
on Feactic E Fehevt ere" RALPH EDWARDS, FRANK SINATRA | 





























Fitire Cowet Dote , RUSS AUD. SAN DIEGO June 7, LONG BEACH AUD. July 1, 
SL itirmationl Wtist' Gl SANTA BARBARA August! 1, VENTURA August 10. 





(4 hubs Léonids. : "September Song” and ‘'| Want My MaMa’ 


MEDIEVAL ae aga Public Relations 
ay \ Red Dott 














Gabbe, Lutz Hollywood-New York 
and Heller | 


Hollywood 


New York 


Alan Edelson 


Chicago 
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Tele Follow-ups 


Continued from page 27 


as much Parisian atmosphere as| warmth of the leading lady (Miss 
the real thing. He went back, got| Johnson) producer-director Segal 
Miss Bergen to the nitery and all| made it come across for tep video 
ended ‘well. impact. Miss Johnson, as e 
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’ Py 
Utah’s Big Blow 
Ogden, Utah, May 20. 
KLO, local Mutual and Inter- 
mountain Network outlet, was 
nearly blown off the air last Thurs- 
day (15) 
winds hit this town. Power lines 
were knocked out, so station moved 





ae 


Miss Bergen registered solidly | widowed mother who steers 
in both the thesping and singing| family with compassion ane 
departments, scoring on such Duke | derstanding, sets the mos 
tunes as the title song and “April | pees in an excellent thesping 
in Paris.” Homeier, a capable} Pay. £ L 
thesp, surprised with his warbling,|lems of her daughter (Adrienne 
doing’ particularly well in duets | Corri), who’s torn between career 
with Miss Bergen and on his own| and marriage, and a flirtatious sis- 
with “I Can’t Get Started.” Schul-| ter (Eileen Peel), who's undecided 
man incorporated a number of| about marrying for love or money. 
amusing bits of satire into his Miss Peel added lustre to the 
yarn, such as having the action| acting department, being effective 
take nlace on Staten Island so that|in each of her scenes. Show in- 
the young couple could have even/| troduced listair Cooke, chief 
their “ocean voyage” in N. Y., and| American correspondent for the 
having a passionate Apache couple | Manchester Guardian and winner 
duplicated by a arjorie Main-|of the Peabody Award for his 
Percy Kilbride pair of oldsters. - | “Letter From America” series pre- 

Producer-director Bill Brown | sented by the British Broadcasting 
made what was probably the best|Co., in his TV acting debut. It 
use yet demonstrated of the spe-| Wasn't an auspicious preem. Al- 
cial effects. including the simula-|though he was limited to one 
tion of a Staten Island ferry ac-| scene, he seemed awkward | and 
tually dockins and then pulling| shy, contrasting the urbane slick- 
away from its berth, and a dream| ness of his commentator person- 
dance sequence in which Miss Ber- | ality. 
gen switched insiantaneously from Miss Corri was adequate in her 
one side of a four-gal line to the| assignment, while Viola Roache. 
other. Bob Herget’s choreography,| Scott Forbes, John Merivale and 
confined to smal! spaces, was only | John D. Seymour were first-rate in 
fair, but Glenn Osser’s musical di-| their supporting chores. Albert 
rection took full advantage of the| Heschong’s sets hypoed the mood, 
fine Duke melodies. Show, inci-|as did Bernard Green’s _back- 
dentally, credited fully Duke’s| ground score. Gros. 
Wwricist-collaborators, including Ira | 
Gershwin and E. Y. (Yip) Harburg. | 

Durward Kirby again scored | 
with his blurb for the sponsor, 
which this time was pitched on a 
show business angle, to correlate 
with the musicomedy aspects of 
the story. Stal. 











“Frontiers of Faith,” NBC-TV’s 
weekly religious series, Sunday 
(18) came up with a moving drama- 
tization of several incidents in the 
| life of “Rachel,” an Israeli poet- 
jess Written by Morton Wishen- 
| grad, the program was the third of 
ee four consecutive airers devoted to 

Alex Segal and his “Celanese | principles of Judaism to be beamed 
Theatre” production aides put to-| during the month of May. 
gether a standout vidversion of Three-character script was built 
John van Druten’s “The Distaff | around the romantic association of 
Side” in its bi-weekly ABC-TV | Rachel with a fellow roadbuildcr. 
stanza Wednesdzey (14). Back-of-| After she was stricken with tuber- 
the camera staff, however, shouid | cu'osis, he was a faithful visitor at 
bow gratefully to thesps Celia|a Tel, Aviv hospital. When death 
Johnson and Eileen Peel for mak- | came, he intoned “only what you 
ing it seem like much more than/| have lost is yours forever.” 
the outdated little theatre piece; Maureen Stapleton portrayed 
beris. |Rachel with sympathy and under- 

Van Druten’s 18-year-old com-| standing while Norman Rose was 
edy of fidelity, solitude and mar-| believable as the loyal fiance. San- 
riage vs. career seems a bit thin|tos Ortega competently handled 
in the 1952 scene, but by placing | the role of a doctor. A choral ac- 
the accent on the charm andj} companiment and suitable physical 
| backgrounds helped round out the 
f | dignity of the theme. Gi 


f) ARV AAS | “Your Pet Show,” which was re- 
' A 
SEE | ; 

















\cently signed up for an additional 
|52-week ride on WPIX, N. Y., con- 
tinued Saturday (17) in the same 
informative and entertaining 
groove that’s been its keynote 
since its inception on the station 
last year. Under the aegis of the 
Flag Dog School, series offers dog 
training hints but it’s so geared 
that it has strong appeal for all 
pet owners. 

On show caught instructor Mi- 
chael Nuzzola put the canines and 
their masters through a series of 
lessons that had top visual values. 
The bowwows were taught to 
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obey the “recall” command as well 

RICHARD LEWELLYN as the F ay vate The —— 
were a ingratiating an the 

(Charles Antell Pitchman) camera followed each movement 

if interested in T. V. assignment, excellently. Nuzzola’s__ training 


| technique came across smoothly 
| making it easy for the home viewer 
to follow. Charles Mountain, in 
the announcer’s slot, knit the half- 
hour together nicely. Only flaw, in 
what was generally a slick show, 
|was the overabundance of com- 
mercial spiels which destroyed the 
‘amiable continuity. Gros. 


please get in touch with... 


HERBERT B. SHOR, INC. 
Advertising 
1420 Walnut Street, Phila. 2, Pa. 


Telephone Collect— 
Pennypacker 5-2019 


























As a Speculation, we offer 


1,998,000 Shares 
Albert Black Television Productions, Ine. 


Common Stock 


Offering Price 15 Cents per Share 





Orders executed by 


ROYAL SECURITIES CORPORATION 


52 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 4 
Telephone: WHitehall 4-1394 


May 13, 1952 
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| Shea, 
imanager of WNBK. 
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lock, stock and barrel to the trans- 
mitter to stay on the air. 


For a while it seemed the move | 
dis-| wouldn’t work because the trans- 
Plot centers on the prob-| mitter started rocking back and 
forth, and was expected to keel} 
over any minute. But it stood the | 


blow. 





Await Chi Ruling 


On Director Status 


Chicago, May 20. 


| Network labor experts are await- 
ling with .interest the National 
|Labor Relations Board's decision 
lon the certification petition filed 
|here in behalf of Chi NBC and 
| ABC. radio directors by the Na- 
ltional Assn. of Broadcast Engi- 
neers and’ Technicians. On the 
basis of arguments opposing the 
NABET request, entered at the 
NLRB hearing by the Radio-Tele- 
vision Directors Guild, the. final 
lruling on the matter likely will 
|hinge on the important~ question 
as to whether or not AM-TV direc- 








| 


thereby not necessarily eligible for 
union representation. 


The certification request is the 
| followup to the decision of 10 NBC 
and six ABC directors to switch 
from RTDG to NABET when the 
current Guild pact expires at the 
end of the month. RTDG argued 
| before the NLRB that the move 
lis in violation of an existing con- 
|tract. Also, since previous rulings 





have held that directors are super- | 


| 


visory workers, the labor 
cannot certify NABET 
group’s bargaining agent. 
It ‘was the RTDG 
parently, to work toward getting 
the NLRB to thumbsdown the 
NABET request on the supervisory 


board 
the 





as 


| 
| 


| issue, in the hopes of continuing | 


} its own representation of the di- 
|rectors without NLRB certification. 
On the other hand, it was NABET’s 
tactic to challenge the supervisory 
|ranking so as to keep the directors 
‘open for unionization via the NLRB 
| certification route. 


‘Coast Press Club 
Upholds KLAC-TV In 
Firing of Dr. Story 


Hollywood, May 20. 

As aftermath of KLAC-TV fir- 
ing of Dr. Harold H. Story for dis- 
paraging remarks about Dr. James 
Fifield and his Freedom Clubs, the 
Radio and Television News Club 
of Southern California met and 
heard station manager Don Fed- 
derson give his side of case, then 
slapped Dr. Story for giving “im- 








no station must ever yield to pres- 
sure groups. 
marks, made on the Eddie Albert 
show, members of Freedom Clubs 
deluged station and sponsors with 





| out as a result. 


Fedderson told club he planned 
on firing Dr. Story as soon as he 
heard remark, that move was made 

| before he felt weight of the pres- 
| sure groups. A spokesman for the 
|club commented, “Dr. Story’s re- 
/mark was a little beyond the’ 
| border of propriety—it may be) 
libelous or slanderous.” Emphasiz- | 
ing that the club wants free speech, | 
| he. said, “We don’t want to tell | 
| Management who it can and who it! 
can’t hire.”” He then added, “hate | 
is a pretty profitable business for | 
| these hate - merchants,” saying) 
that’s why sprinkling of fringe| 
groups is on the increase in this | 
area. 





Cleveland — John McCormick. | 
| former general manager  of| 
| WTAM-WNBK, was awarded the | 
'1952 Distinguished Service Award | 
|for Crippled Children for his | 
community leadersiip in the! 
| cause of the crippled child... Jim | 
Hanrahan, general manager, and) 
Jack Hartley, station director, 
| WEWS; and Franklin Snyder, gen- 
eral manager WXEL, rolled out 
the welcome mat and picked up 
the luncheon tab for Hamilton 
recently named general 


ee © een He eo ee 


when 100-mile-an-hour | ? 


tors are supervisory employees and | 


strategy, ap- | 


Panera son. of the U. of Minnesota 


I football games, Write: 
proper” views, but held to stand| but the lack of sufficient lines to A. BIGOS 
jenable the athletic department to 


After Dr. Story’s re-| 


protests, and two sponsors pulled | 


'day on Minnesota football coach 


y ee os 
ee 

The “Wintergreen For President” (from the legiter, “Of Tiree | 
Sing”) production sequence in the Life mag-formatted “We the People” 
reem performance on NBC-TV, while giving the impression of having 
been filmed from the stage of the Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y., where it is 
currently playing, actually was done as a live studio job, created en- 
tirely by the “People” staff, under the general production reins of 
Frank Telford, of Young & Rubicam. Choregraphy, arrangement, etc 
|were created strictly for the TV show with Dick Eckler directing and 
staging the number; Telford as producer; Bob Herget as choregrapher 
and Ray Porter as arranger. 





CBS Radio personality this week did a stint which will go on NBC- 
TV next week. Lowell Thomas, the CBS gabber, did the narration for 
a semi-documentary vidpic, “Next To Crash,” to be aired on NBC-TV’s 
“Fireside Theatre” in the fall. 

Thomas’ TV appearance was set by Compton agency, which handles 
both his newscasts and “Fireside” for Procter & Gamble. 
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| although none of the three teams | tion. 
| won the junket. Consolation prizes | 
were electric toasters and portable | 
| radios. 

| Chief asset 
| singer-brother of 
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Judging from the title and 
the newspaper-motifed lead-in, it's 
probably supposed to represent the 
type of feature story a daily re- 
is Bob Haymes, | porter might be sent-out to cover. 
Dick Haymes, | If that’s true, though, it wasn’t re- 
| who shows excellent quizmaster | vealed on the initialer last Friday 
potentialities. He does a local mu-| night (16). Show's chances of lur- 
sical stanza on WNEW, N. Y., and | ing an audience are negligible. 
his pleasant vocalizing might be| Preem edition was also marred 
profitably incorporated into one of| by woefully inept editing of the 
the questions. At any rate, he’s re-/| clips, both in the stories presented 
laxed, handles the audience in ajand in the Merrimac Hats commer- 
friendly, non- condescending man-| cial. Quality of the scripting was 
ner and does a good selling job. revealed in the sequence of a 
Commercials, for the airline's | young honeymoon couple flying to 
Bermuda flights, register with im-|a lush Miami Beach hotel and stay- 
pact, although the film insert|ing 14 days at a quoted cost of 
isn’t well edited. Show is slowed by | $100. It wasn’t revealed, however, 
'too much indirect commercial! whether the price was for a single 
| plugging. Fact that Haymes’ as-| day or the two weeks. There were 
|sistant, Connie Clausen, is injalso films on the N. Y. city fire- 
| stewardess’ uniform and that the|men, with a played-down plea 
{Bermuda hop prize gets frequent | against cutting the number of fire 
mention is okay, Dut when plugs|companies; on the Underwood 
| for the giyeaway products, a Ber-|typewriter plant, demonstrating 
muda hotel and a sign for Co'onial | how the machines are made, etc. 
|are added, there’s too much being Carl Caruso did an acceptable 
t shed at the viewer. Bril. | narrating job but, from the way his 
= }comments sometime lagged behind 
|the film, it was apparent that he 
With Carl Caruso, narrator | was reading the script while watch- 
| Producer: Richard Bernstein, Jack | ing a monitor. There was only a 
McGowan |single plug for the sponsor, con- 
|30 Mins.; Fri., 11:15 p.m. tained in the first quarter-hour 
| MERRIMAC HATS segment, indicating that’s all that 
| DuMONT, from N. ¥. (film) DuMont has sold on the show to 
(Richard Bernstein ) date. Stal. 
This is a rather pointless half- | 
| hour of film clips, strung together | 
| with no apparent method and with | 


|no peg on which to hang the narra- i A R PO M A R A 


| NBC-TV 
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RCA-VICTOR 
Mgt.: GUMMO MARX 
erage of only 600 fans per game 
from the 1949 to the 1950 season. 


- -—— 
In 1951, without TV, we alone saw 
our average loss jump from 4,000 | 
per game in 1950 to close to 10,000 
per contest in 1951. “I’m convinced 
that television makes fans.” 

On a WTCN-TV program, “The 
Sports Hot Seat,” following the 
| Murray declarations, Ike Arm- 
| strong, U. of Minnesota athletic 
| director, declared that Minnesota 
| will “string along” with the NCAA. 
| Armstrong said he favors live 
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Continued from page 24 
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Answer to— 


RADIO-MUSIC QUIZ: 


MURRAY ROSS 


directs the music for “DREAM 
HARBOR" on ABC—10:15 p.m. 

















VIOLINIST 
for Radio or T.V. Pit 


away-from-home 


obtain one, in view of the coaxial 32 Menzel Ave., Maplewood, N. J. 
cable situation, is likely to prove 
}an insurmountable obstacle for the 
|present. Home and away-from- 
home games now are kinescoped 
for presentation the following Mon- | 
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“SCIENCE SKETCHES" 


consultants in simplification 


OMMERCIALS 
¥ yori S.A.* 


Prof. Jonathan 
Univ. of N. H 
Durham, WN. H. 








Wes Fessler shows on WTCN-TV. 





Karas 
Syracuse—WHEN has received . 


FCC permission to shift its trans- *aclontific appeal 



































































mitter location from midtown = 
m wg hy qeatings Heights, south [EE = r 
of the city. New move is expected | fi WwW 
A ~~ epee | by fall and will ; R i T E R 
j e station’s transmitting | ; invit 
range. To preclude any loss of | fj — eames ro eo 
service, WHEN will operate from | & — A : 
an auxiliary transmitter at the new | f Call of Weite—Wiagpter 
location while its regular equip-| | Hotel Great Northern, New York 
ment is being dismantled and |f Phone Circle 7-1900, Rm. 428 
moved. 
rc 
WANT YOUR LIVE SHOW TO LIVE FOREVER? 





... let us film it! 


Producers who won't film their show 
Till they know the best place to go 
Will find top-notch direction 
Production perfection 


At PLAZA 5-2340 


GEORGE BLAKE PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
“The Finest in Film" 
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Television Chatter 





New York 
Harvey Stone bows as a dra- 
matic actor on the Ken Murray 
stanza Saturday (24) Leslie 


Howard Gargan 
theme, “The Search,” which 
Gargan will use as theme’ 
television of “Barrie Craig” 
Barbara Welles broke her toe in 
the melee when some snakes, be- 
longing to zoologist guests, got 
loose in the WOR-TV studio. . 
John Gay penned “Ferry Crisis at 
Friday Point,” which Fredric 
March and Florence’ Eldridge 
starred in on “Lux Video Theatre” 
Monday (19) . . General Mills 
has renewed the “Stu Erwin Show” 
on ABC-TV. 

Benton & Bowles feting Martha 
Siewart at the 21 Club tomorrow 
(Thurs.) preceding her replace- 
ment of Vivian Blaine on NBC’s 
“Those Two” starting Monday (26) 

Jack Manning, who’s making 
his film debut in the upcoming 

Walk East on Beacon,” set for a 
feature role in CBS’ “Mama” Fri- 
day (23) WABD, DuMont flag- 
ship, worked a _ cross-promotion 
tie-in with the N.Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican, in which the daily will list 
“WABD Highlights of the Day” 
and the station will flash the news- 


Bill 
for 








paper’s masthead on the screen 
several times daily. 
Hollywood 


Edwin Metcalfe appointed sales 
service manager of KECA-TV... 
Necchi Sewing Machine bought 


third film in KLAC-TV’s Monday | 


night programming, and Drug Mer- 
chandise Guild is picking up tab 
on first bout of channel’s weekly 
wrestling card Acme 
picking up tab on “First Time 
Voters,” teeing off on KNBH May 
25... KTTV announeer George 
Carson Putnam filed bankruptcy 
proceedings in U. S. District Court, 
asserting he has $79,501.89 in lia- 
bilities, $250 in assets . Paul 
Radin ankled as TV v.p. of Jaffe 
agency to head- new Coast 
of Ted Ashley’ Associates . 

KECA-TV plans 181%-hour telethon 
to raise coin for Cerebral Palsy 
fund, with Bob Hope emceeing, and 
Marie Wilson, Harpo Marx and 
other celebs participating , 
“Life With Elizabeth,” toplining 


Betty White and Del Moore in 
Situation comedy, debuted = on 
KLAC-TV ... “Harlem Jubilee,” 


all-Negro amateur show, debuts on 
KHJ-TV, Gene Norman emcecing. 
. . . Maier Brewing Co. of L. A. 
picked up tab on “America Votes 
Tonight,” on KECA-TY , . . Nor- 




















Eileen BARTON 


Coral Recording Artist 


Direction: MCA 
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wrote a musical | 


Beer | 


office | 





man Hopps upped to floor manager 
at KNBH. 





Frisco 
Frank Schiro, former newspa- 
perman, joined KPIX as head 
flack, succeeding Kay Mulvihill. 





je . . Betrothal party upcoming (25) | 


for Shirley Gross and Sandy Spill- 
man, KPIX program director. . . 
KGO-TV unreeled a night movie 
only to discover, too late, that the 
| final reel was missing. But the pic- 
ture lived up to its title: “Half- 
Way House.’ . Glen Heywood, 
local TV ventriloquist, guests with 
Kate Smith, June 4... Dick Roth- 
lin, tiptop time seller for KRON, 
shifted to KPIX .. . Bill Eckline, 
part owner of KAPF, Petaluma, 
filled the KRON sales vacancy ... 
KPIX Boss Phil Lasky off to New 


York, Chicago and Hollywood to 
address BMI meetings on “TV 
Plant Planning and Remodeling” 


‘Strictly Speegle’ Exits 


For Tieup With Elwood 


San Francisco, May 20. 
Paul Speegle, former Chronicle 
Scrivener and ex-KNBC program 


| director, quit his “Strictly Speegle” 


show to join his old boss, John 
Elwood, as program director for 
Radio Free Asia. 

In building his big’ China-chan- 
neled voice, RFA Director Elwood 
has drafted several who served 
with him when he was KNBC man- 


| ager, They include Jim Day, assis- 


| tant 


.. : Les and Georgienne Malloy to | 
Hollywood and Vegas for a TV| 


week off. . 
brates third anni. 
analyst, May 25... 
ton, TV demonstrator 
cisor—‘it takes inches off’’—is 
putting inches on. She'll be a 
mama in October ... Patsy Lee, 
former “Breakfast Club” thrush, 
subbed for honeymooning Dee Jay 


as KPIX news 
Phyllis Skel- 
for Relaxa- 


William Winter cele-| 


Madison on KGO-TV’s “Your 
Show” Bob Seelye (Tele-Que 
and Sid Rostow  (Telepulse) to 
imeet at TV Academy meeting, 
|May 29. 
| P 
Chicago 
John Platt, Kraft Foods adver-| 


tising veepee, discusses video from | 


the sponsor’s viewpoint at today’s 
(Wed.) Television Council lJunch- 
eon Nominating: committee to 
pick a slate of Council officers for 
the next seasan is also to be named 
at the session .. . Burr Tillstrom 
and his “Kulak, Fran and Ollie” 
crew 
Delta Chi awards dinner Monday 
(19) night . . . Because in its new 


conflicts with his 
“Welcome Travelers” activity on 
NBC, Tommy Bartlett has bowed 
out of the local strip. 

Sweeney is the replacement ; 
WENR-TV preemed Supday (18) a 
half-hour religious vehicle hosted 
| by Dr, Kenneth Hildebrand, pastor 
of the Central Church . . . Person- 
ality Features auditioned via WBKB 


ture Payday” 


headlined the annual Sigma | 


morning time slot WGN-TV’s “Pic- | 


Frank | 


a late-evening variety stanza fea- | 


| turing gabber Louie Quinn, come- 
|dienne Christine Nelson, 
| Chet Roble, with Frazier Thomas 
as emcee. 
| Russ Davis back from Miami 
Beach to put the finishing touches 
on another wrestling film series. 
| He also ans to start shooting 
June 16, in cooperation with WGN- 
TV, a film package at the Brook- 
field Zoo... Wanzer Dairy grabbed 
up the Friday night portion of 
Clint Youle’s WNBQ weather show. 
. WENR-TV’s “Bob and Kay” 
daily show cut back to one hour by 
the Chi ABC station’s latest day- 
time revamp... Bob Elson added 
a three-times weekly late-evening 
sports show on WBKB to his string 
of AM-TYV airers .. . Bill Hamilton 
subbing for Russ Reed.on WENR- 
TV’s “Top O’ the Weather.” Reed 
and frau are vacationing in the 
Virgin Islands . . Chick Hearn 





stock car races from Speedway. 


Dixie Cup Takes WJZ-TV 
Thurs. Time for ‘Offbeat’ 


Wooing the Dixie Cup Co., ABC- 
TV has opened up the prime time 
of 8 p.m. Thursdays on its N. Y. 
key, WJZ-TV, for the sponsor this 
summer. Manufacturer of paper 
containers will back ‘Hollywood 
| Offbeat” in the slot, starting June 
112. 

“Offbeat” is a telefilm series, 
| starring Melvyn Douglas. It’s a 
| United Television Programs pro- 
i duction. 














Management: 
FRED K. STEELE 





KEN MURRAY Says 


See My TV Show This Saturday Night, 
May 24th, for Something Unusual 


BOBBY ORTON’S 


CALYPSO TEEN ACES 


1775 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Circle 7-3770 


pianist | 


gabbing WENR-TV's Tuesday night }. 








director; 
director; Tony 


Bill Minette, 


Freeman, musical 


news | 






| Smoke Gets in CBS-TV Eye 


Continued from page 21 


volving the William ‘Esty agency} though Lucky Strike has taken an 
and its Camel-Cavalier cigaret ac-| option on the period. Subsequent- 
counts, Esty some weeks back suc-|ly, CBS maneuvered the Camel 
ceeded in moving the Cavalier-spon- | show into the even more favorable 














sored “My Friend Irma” out of | Wednesday night 9:30 period, with 
Tuesday hight 10:30 into Friday-| Camel taking possession in July 
8:30, back-to-back with “Mama.”"| when “The Web” goes off. 

| That meant yanking the Camel} Thus BBD&O’s additional “is- 
show, Ralph BelMamy’s ‘“Man)|this-gratitude?” gripe: Its willing- 
Against Crime,” out of the Friday} ness to temporarily berth a -ival 
time. Camel was planning to shift | ciggie company’s show in time re- 


director; Fay Patee, personnel di-| the show to NBC. Columbia suc-! served for Lucky Strike helped 
rector; Dick Bertrandias, overseas | ceeded in retaining it by giving it} save the lucrative Camel» billings 
director; and now Speegle. 'a Thursday night at 9 berth, even' for CBS. 























13,900 LETTERS 
48 HOURS 


10 





“Playschool"’ is d WW4J-TV originated show 9 to 


A.M. designed for pre-school children with 


songs, stories, sketches and cartoons by WW4J- 
TV's own staff. 


One day recently WW4J-TV asked a few questions: 


Do you want ‘‘Playschool”’ to continue? 
Do you want ‘‘Playschool”’ every day? 


«+. The answers flooded in — 13,900 in 48 HOURS 
and these pre-school age children can’t write so 


it's 


13,900 mamas and even a few papas that 


wrote! 


Result? ‘‘Playschool” will be on the air all summer, 


5 days weekly. 


“Playschool” is just one more WW4J-TV program 


achievement which makes it the station you should 
choose to sell the rich Detroit Market—the market 


with the nation’s highest family incomes. 


FIRST IN MICHIGAN « 


Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





Netienel Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


ASSOCIATE 


WI 2 
TV 
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\Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 


Doris Day-Frankie Laine: “Sug-{a routine affair. Joe Lilley orch 
arbush”-“How Lovely Cooks the | backs up nicely. y ae ge 
Meat” (Columbia). Two charming | Rusty Draper: Bouncing On the 

; ‘ ican folk | B2¥oU'’- Devil Of a Woman 
sides based on South African 0 | (Mercury). Rusty Draper, one of 
melodies. “Sugarbush” has strong | Mereury’s newest vocalists, has ex- 
pop potentialities, especially as de-| cellent pipes but so neaeenes 
: ; , +. | by one important factor: he sounds 
livered in this etching by Doris| ”- ; ¢ J 

2 ‘ , , ~., |t0o0 much like *Frankie Laine. 
Day and Frankie Laine. It’s a fresh That’s particularly true on these 
tune, brightly rendered and rates sides. “Bayou,” however, is a fine | 
plenty of spins. Reverse is an-|tune with rage ——- | 
nae : : ay | Spite the aine overtones. Re- | 
othes appealing mumbles 7 | verse is a pretentious affair which 
lack sufficient drive for the POP | Draper wrote himself and handles 
market. «Carl Fischer orch and 


too heavily. 
Norman Luboff orch back up) p 
solidly Platter Pointers 


Binah Shore: “Delicado”-“The| As part of its “Classics in Jazz” 


World Has A Promise” (Victor).| series of reissues, Capitol has pack- 


“Deliecado,” the South Americaa | aged excellent sets framed around 
instrumental click, has been dressed “The Modern Idiom,” “Piano Styl- 


: . . rs i 
up in a firstrate vocal on this side; ~ 
with Dinah Shore delivering in her | ists,” and the Woody Herman orch 
best form. It’s a rich etching with!. . . Among its jazz reissues, Victor 


Henri Rene’s orch and c horus has released eight sides by Johnny 
lending an important assist to the 


Hodges which are not particularly 
overall impact. Reverse has a good | exciting . . . Also disappointing is 
folksy melody but the lyric g0€S| the “Art Tatum Concert” album re- 
nowhere. leased by Columbia . . . Gene Kelly 

Ray Bloch Orch: “Never Let Her | registers nicely in a collection of 
Go”-“You’ll Never Be Mine”/| oldies packaged by M-G-M under 
(Coral). Ray Bloch, who recently | the title of “Song and Dance Man” 
moved over to the Coral label, is|. . . On the same label, Alex Al- 
slated for a top slot on the hit lists | stene shows a rich keyboard style 
sooner or later. He is one of the|on a flock of his own compositions 
best arrangers in the business and/... Also in the reissue field, Decca 
needs the right material to break | has released a topnotch set featur- 
through. This could be it. “Never|ing Bing Crosby and Cennee Bes- 
Let Her Go” is a catching number | well in .a brace of duets . . . Betty 
based on the folk song, “Leather-| Brewer has a fair side in “I May 
Winged Bat,” and gets a good ride | Hate Myself in the Morning” (Dec- 
by Larry Douglas on vocal. Re-|ca)... Jeanne Gayle hits strongly 
verse is another folk song adapta-|on “The Boom Song” (Capitol) . 
tion of “Black, Black, Black Is the | Eileen Barten and Buddy Grece 
Color of My True Love’s Hair” in| are wasted on a trite tune, “You 
the “big ballad” genre, Douglas| Belong to Me” (Coral)... Buddy 
again delivering the lyric strongly| Morrow orch comes up with a 
with backing by the Sweetland| promising side in “Night Train” 
Singers. (Victor)... Mary Small does well 

Guy Mitchell: “You'll Never Be|0n a fair number, “You'd Think I 
Mine”-“The Day of Jubilo” (Co-| Was in Love” (King) . . . Tommy 
lumbia). This slice of “Mine” |Furtade impresses on “Wonder 
could step out as a strong entry.|(M-G-M) . . . Vaughn Monroe hits 
Mitchell belts it strongly against a|®icely on “Marionette” (Victor). . . 
rich Mitch Miller orch and choral Cindy Lord continues to impress 
h ng. Flip is another promising |as a song stylist in her workover 
item, a vivid number which Mitch- | of “After Graduation Day” 








ell and Miller work over in a style|(M-G-M) . . . Henry Jerome has 
typical of several of their previous| another cute side in “Boo-Hoo” 
folk-song hits. (M-G-M) .. . Although in the blues 


Huge Winterhalter Orch: “Va-|a@nd rhythm field Annie Laurie’s 
nessa”-“Somewhere Along the | Slice of “Lonesome and Blue” rates 
Way” (Victor). One of the creators | attention (Okeh) .. . Peggy Lee is 
of the current trend to instrumen- | Standout om two standards, “You 
tals, Hugo Winterhalter has an-|GO to My Head” and “Lover” 
ether strong contender in this etch- | (Decca) .. . Morey Amsterdam has 
ing of “Vanessa.” It’s a delicately | 8m Okay Calypso number in “True, 
wrought side with fiddles and gui-|Mon, True” (Decca) Les 
tars merging into an ear-appealing | Brown's workover of “Kiss of Fire” 
sound. Reverse is a class ballad,|‘s slick (Coral) . . . Ray Anthony 
also orchestrated richly with a fine |Orch comes up with another fine 
vocal by Johnny Parker. side in “Scatterbrain” (Capitol). 


Bob Haymes-Lisa Kirk: ‘“Wait| Standout western, foik, polka, 


pe ‘Till the Sun Shines Nellie Blues”- | blues, rhythm, religious, etc.: Hard- 


“Fifty Years Ago” (Victor). The| feck Gunter, “I'm Looking for An- 
old Harry Von Tilzer tune gets an|other You” (Decca) . . . Moon Mul- 
up-date in this slice by Lisa Kirk |!ican, “Triflin’ Woman Blues” 
and Bob Haymes with some new |‘King) . .. Pete Lewis, “Harmonica 
Jessel. The original number, how-|‘One “Drink Makes Me Happy” 
ever, is virtually intact and it’s still|(Victor) ... Rey Rogers, “Cali- 
good barbershop singing fare. Re-|formia Rose” (Victor) ... Har- 
verse is a piece of material with a{™oneers Quartet, “Angels Watch 
cute idea and familiar music hall|Qver Me” (Bib'etone) ... Hal 
melodic line. The duo vocal this| White, “Wee Billy Boy” (M-G-M) 
number in informal style for nice |... . Jimmy Boyd, “Little Train A- 
impact. | Chuggin’ in My Heart” (Columbia) 
Vie - Damene: “Here In My|inc . John Greer, “Lonesome and 
Heart”-"“Tomorrow Never Comes” | 2lUe (Victor) . . . Bily Strange, 
(Mercury). This slice of “Heart” | Hell Train” (Capitol). 
by Vie Damone, who cut this num-| = 
ber in Germany where he’s a GI,! 


is among the best but it may be t it heet 
late to catch up with the Al 5 Rewer Best British § Sellers 
tino version for Capitol and Tony (Week ending May 10) 


Bennett’s for Columbia Dam 
Ber a. one 
is in top vocal form cor this stint. — ow 














however, and could snag a portion Unforgettable Bourne 
of the market. Flip is in the same Cry F.D.&H 
genre, a big ballad which Damone | T i M Wh EER > 
projects in a strong romantic 7 ” RP dens riones mete 


mood. This could be the side to} Ay-round The Corner. ...Dash 
take off on this platter. Won't Live in Castle Connelly 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch: “The Nig} Be Life's Companion... Morris 
Is Filled With Echoes”-"Tell ie | : 


at ; | Slow Coach ~..¢. ocerlin 
True” (Columbia). “Echoes” is a Wheel of Fortun Vict ~ 
g00d tune but the title, unforiu- | % a: —e 
nately, suggested an echo chamber Saturday Rag .... Fields 
— —. Vo ~ s tire- Never ; ...eaF.D.&H. 
some after a_ while. therwise. | Always O 5 } Pliyv 
this is a fine cut by the Jimmy | : aon ress by sone 
Dorsey orch with Sandy Evans | ae aay ee Sterling 
handling the vocal. Bibi Johns’ 

Slice for RCA Victor also is «filled Second 12 

yjth echoes. On the Columbia! A i j 

. cobee “ Pe ‘ At Last é : J 
fip, “fell Me True” is a bounc- | , © eal a 
ing folk-styled tune wilh ceonsider- Little hite Cloud... .Lennox 
able appeal. Evans and Pat O'’Con- Mistakes Wright 


nor vocalling There's Pawnshop Cinephon‘c 
Bob Hope-Jane Russell: “Am | Please Mister Sun Chappell 
In Lovo”’-"Wing Ding” (Canito! 


This personality platter is surpris- A Bae ot P+. 2+: Chappeti 
ingly good musically. On “Love.”| Amnyiime .. ........ Victoria 
Bob Hope smartly belts across the; Oniy Foo’s. ....... Sun 
—_ a a hep ~~ with Jane Rus- Blacksmith Blues . ..Chappell 
se or overall topneteh results 1" . 

It'll rate plenty of tock spins. The Domi 9 : "i Leeds 
reverse is disappointin=. \‘t - Gandy Dancers’ Ball. . Disney 
bright opening, it settles down into A Guy Is a Guy....... Leeds 



































an 
| Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 
Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 
as Published in the Current Issue 
for 
WEEK ENDING MAY 17 
NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of po Reape major a — enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exctusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 
. TALENT 
POSITIONS ¢ 
This Last 
week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL 1 sae id 
: a one 
1 1 DON CORNELL (Coral)........- eonneceeee bind 


}I'm Yours 

2 3 LEROY ANDERSON (Decca).......--+-+-+++-+ Blue Tango 

3 2 KAY STARR (Capitol)... ......cceeeeceeeeeeee Wheel of Fortune 
{Anytime 


4 4 EDDIE FISHER (Vietor)....ss00:2s0cs00000snet een 
|That’s Chance You Take 

5 5 GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury)...........+-+++-» Kiss of Fire 

6 6 ELLA MAE MORSE (Capitol)..........-.+0++: Blacksmith Blues 

7 7 DORIS DAY (Columbia)...............+++: ... A Guy Is a Guy 

8 10 GUY MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Columbia)..... Pittsburgh Penn. 

o 9 PERCY FAITH (Columbia)..............-..-» Delicado 

10 8 EDDY HOWARD (Mercury)..............---. Be Anything 

TUNES 

POSITIONS 

a oom. TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 2 SEES MOM os as wc a Sev ae ve cb uc ogdesen 5 Rb eee ce dod 0e4ren Caters: Mills 

2 1 WHEEL OF FORTUNE .............-.. OT Fe terre ee 

3 3 KISS OF FIRE hee ae nase eee send eaidsdeaneeenene ++ e+++-Duchess 

4 4 YLL WALK ALONE Luh, SGRCRN oc oe beduege seb eueeceedberecueeens «mena 

5 5 BLACKSMITH BLUES...............ccececececeeeeeceeesceees + MillL-R 

6 6 A GUY IB A GUY. ........... ipinerdkvews idheseddicaemeaceeiee eee 

7 a) ’M YOURS .. nauc ecdace sueteccecene cece cosets é¢vGSRO0 = 00> 
- 8 2 PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA .............0ceceeeeeeee oes -Oxford 

9 7 Re, cos, e Ei 50s 8x ee eaedkanMeaaweuee veep bastante 
10 8 ee ha SE PE FN Ne hye errr .. .Shapiro-B 

















Second Group 
WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (DeSylva-B-H).............. Johnnie Ray ....6.-. .Columbia 
THAT’S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE (1) (Paxton) i 
; 
oa 
> 
7 
+ 
. 
+ 
. 
7. 
- 
a 
a. 
> 
— 
> 
: | 
| 
+ 


vascrery 1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Wee of way 17 


4OFOFOosooeoet 
cack owed dneetgat Kay Starr ..........+.-Capitol 


94464654444 4044 


WHEFL OF FORTUNE (14) (Laurel)....... 


2 


BLUE TANGO (13) (Mills) . { Leroy Anderson .........Decca 
{Les Baxter ..... Sctece o ee 

Siw OF FIRE (3) (Duchess) ocoe  GlCOrgie GHIRES, os oxee ss Mercury 
I’M YOURS (2) (Algonquin) {Don GarGbll. scidvces scars Coral 
ahenbics | Eddie_-Fisher ............Victor 

+0.6S ena ce ewes Don Cornell .........-.--Coral 


VP’'LL WALK ALONE (4) (Mayfair).... 


FORGIVE ME (4) (Advanced)................4. ere rrr Eddie Fisher ...........Victor 
BE ANYTHING (4) (Shapiro-B)............ ere See eseeoe Eddy Howard .........Mercury 


A GUY IS A GUY (7) (Ludlew)............. codbebed rovess Doris Day ,...... ....-Columbia 


Vi vate:tatéveteaniuel Ella Mae Morse ........Capitol 
5 idk Calor ee .. Guy Mitchell-M. Miller. Columbia 


— 
FPP FSF Ff. -P 


bn -} 
_ 
= 
= 
i? 2) 
i) 
e 
= 
oP] 
= 
~ 
in| 
Zz 
Zz 
Nn 
‘as! 
ws 
- 
- 
Zz 
= 
> 
& 
} 
ral 

a 

3 

3 

S 


rerscneneus -+++» Eddie Fisher .........-. Victor 
ANYTIME (14) (Hill-R) _.. psaWeeraedeeeses trreseeeeeeeeees Eddie Fisher .........--- Victor 
AY-ROUND THE CORNER (Frank).......... Reetcetes cs teukies Jo Stafford .......... Columbia 
AT LAST (6) (Feist) Oe a's one asdecene sreececcosecesees Ray Anthony ........-.Capitol 
PERFIDIA (5) (Peer) Las MUS eTeNES Tetrer tre cesseees Four Aces .. .....Decca 
GANDY DANCERS BALL (Disney). ......... petedoroesoges es 1+» Frankie Laine .......,Columbia 
Frank Sinatra .....,.-Columbia 


{Four Aces ............. Decca 
**** | Eddie Fisher .......++..-Victor 
1 WANNA LOVE YOU (Finburgh)....................... | Ames Bros. ......++++++ Coral 


weer" OO BE axe stcaeee ... Capitol 
TENDERLY (E. H. Morris) ae 


; ius sseepiewes $d Gu vedegees +see+ Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 
BROKENHEARTED (5) (DeSyiva-B&H) ................ seseeese Johnnie Ray .........Columbia 
RE MY LIFE’S COMPANION (1) (Morris)... 


I HEAR A RHAPSODY (Broadcast) 
TELL ME WHY (16) (Signet) 


{ Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
"°°" U Mills Brag. .ves..c00s sees Decca 


COME WHAT MAY (7) (Shapiro-B) oe... Patti Page sevees- Mercury 
CRY (15) (Mellow) Nee (VV oe 00004 oe nwa ceeee Johnnie Ray ........-- Columbia 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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Sound Gimmicks on Wax Hit Bands — AVAILABILITY 


Which Cant Deliver Same on Tour 


and? 


With ballroom operators a 
terp fans continually demanding 
that the orchs dish out the same 
<ound in personal appearance dates 
as in their disk versions, orch men 
are beginning to lay off wax gim- 
micks that can’t be reproduced on 
the road. So many squawks have 
been coming in to agencies and to 
the orch men themselves during 
th past few months that the lead- 
ers are instructing diskery artist 
ai repertoire chiefs to plan their 
future sessions along straight wax- 
ing grooves. | 

Recent example of an orch wax- | 
ing that couldn’t be duplicated in | 
one-niters or location dates was | 
Ray Anthony’s workover of “At} 
Last” on the Capitol Records label. 
Although the disk broke out for a 
hit, Anthony couldn’t produce the 
same sound in his road assign- 
ments because the platter had been | 
cut with members of Walter Schu- | 
mann’s vocal group to give it a big | 
choral backing. Fans couldn’t get | 
the same version of the tune when | 
they went to hear the Anthony | 
crew on its road tour. 

Along the same 





lines orchs | 


which have been using gimmicks 


and echo chamber effects on their 
platters have discovered that terp- | 
sters are invariably disappointed 
when the band fails to come up 
with the same sound in its dance 
dates. It’s not that the kids don’t | 
go for straight music, one orch | 
man stated, it’s that they’ve been | 
conditioned by the unusual effect | 
and want to hear it again. 

Practice of some orch leaders to 
use top freelance sidemen on plat- 
ter dates and a pickup group on 
travelling assignments is also di- 
minishing. With teenagers once 
again becoming orch conscious, the | 
bandsmen are realizing that they | 
must deliver the same sound in 
personals as they do on wax. For 
the most part the leaders are be- 
ginning to develop integrated units 
which could have solid wax poten- 
tial as well as strong b.o. appeal | 


WNEW Switches 
To 45s System 


The 45 rpm speed system, which 
has been making headway ever 
since it was introduced by RCA 
Victor three years ago, is due for 
an additional: powerful push with 
the conversion of New York’s 
WNEW equipment to the slow 
speed platters next month. Both 
turntable machines and the music 
library have been converting to 
45s in recent weeks with the of- 
ficial kickoff for the new speed 
system slated for June 4. Strategic 
spot played by WNEW in the pop 
music picture is seen giving its 
switch to 45s even more impor- 
tance than the recent flock of con- 
versions made by other stations 
#round the country recently. 

RCA Victor will ballyhoo the 
conversion with an extensive ad 
promotion campaign, including a 
heavy schedule of spot announce- 
ments on WNEW for a couple of 
weeks. A flock of Victor artists 
will highlight the promotion with 
a special “Cavalcade” program on 
Martin Block’s stanza on June 4. 
Station manager Bernice Judis said 
the conversion was made in order 
to take advantage of the “‘consid- 
erable storage, handling and cost 
economies in the small-size, non- 


breakable, long-life 45 rpm _ rec- 
ords.”’ 


GAC Names Phil Brown 
As Dallas Office Chief 


General Artists Corp. last week 
named Phil Brown to head its Dal- 
las branch. Frank Foster, who 
had been GAC's Dallas topper 
Since the office was opened last 


year, died several weeks ago. 





| 








} 
On the Fence 

Harry Stewart, Swedish dia- 
lectician, is waxing on both 
sides of the fence this election 
year. 

Stewart is skedded to etch 
two political tunes in dialect 
on the Capitol Records label. 
Songs are “I’m Going to Vote 
Republican” backed by “I’m 
Going to Vote for a Democrat.” 














Brown, formerly, of the William 
Morris one-niter department, re- | 
cently had been managing orchs. 
Including the Claude Thornhill | 
crew, 


Roach New Head 
Of WB Standards 


In a reshuffling of managerial 
positions at Warner Bros. subsid, | 
Music Publishers Holding Corp.., | 
due to the death of operating head | 
William Wiemann last week (see | 
Obit section), J. Tatian Roach was | 
named director of the standard | 
and educational departments. Un- 
der Wiemann’s supervision for the | 
past 12 years, the standard and 
educational musie has developed 
into the firm’s most lucrative de- 
partment. 

Roach, who had worked with 
Wiemann in the educational field. 
has been associated with MPHC 
since 1933. Firm’s reshuffle also 
included Carl Kritner, who was 
named general sales manager, and 
Murray . Moskowitz, who was ap- 
pointed Roach’s assistant. Mos-| 
kowitz will continue as _ produc- 
tion manager. 


BRIT. TOOTER UNION 
. VOTES U.S. GUEST NIX 


London, May 13. 

Support for the executive policy 
which opposes the free entry of 
foreign musicians into Britain was 
given last week at a meeting of the 
London district of the Musicians’ 
Union. A _ resolution urged the 
continuance of that policy until a 
reciprocity agreement could be 
negotiated. 

Although there was no vocal op- 
position to the resolution, one 
member subsequently gave notice 
of a motion to recommend the ad- 








iings for 


| repertoire duties along the lines of 
| George Marek’s spot in the disk- 


| Shortly where he'll 





mission of five American jazz mu- 
Ssicians on artistic grounds, who 
would appear under the strict su- 
pervision of the MU. 





Bridgeport Deejays | 
Promote Jazz Concert 


Bridgeport, May 20. | 

Sid Gross, British deejay on the 
ABC set, will break in an “Inter- 
national Jazz Concert” June li at 
Klein Memorial, city auditorium 
here, in conjunction with drive to 
establish branches of his “Interna- 
tional Jazz Club” through the U. S. 


Gross will promote concert in 
this area with Rocky Clark and 
Bob Fargo, who have a hot music 
program on WICC. Latter is Mu- 
tual net outlet in Bridgeport. 








Solomon Preps Summer 


New Orleans Concerts 
New Orleans, May 20. 
Izler Solomon, recently appointed 
conductor of the Buffalo Philhar- 
monic, arrives in New Orleans May 
26 to begin rehearsals for the New 
Orleans summer concert series. 
Late in July, he will conduct the 
Hollywood Bowl Symphony, with 
Claudio Arrau as guest artist July 
22, and Yehudi Menuhin as guest | 
July 24. 








Henry Onaratti, former RCA 
Victor disk promotion manager. 
has returned to New York after 
exiting Crosley Television in, Cin- 
cinnati as ad-promotion chief. 


ltwo weeks, 


“NEW P 
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DUE FOR REVIat 


The long-anticipated revision by 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers of | 
its availability classification rat- | 
publishers is currently 
nearing completion. Although | 
mulled for many years by ASCAP | 
execs, an early switch is now ex: | 
pected because of a flock of ap- | 
peals made by publisher members | 





|to a special arbitration board, In | 


several vases, the arbitration board 
has favored the publishers’ appeals 
against ASCAP'’s classification | 
board. 





Major beef against the current 
availability classification setup has | 
been its lack of objective basis. | 
Accounting for 30% of ASCAP’s | 
divvy to publishers, availability has 


New Term for Harbach as ASCAP 
Prexy Seen as Strong Possibility 





Columbia Plays Ball 


Columbia Records is latch- 
ing onto the baseball season 
via a disk package of playing 
hints narrated by major lea- 
guers Phil Rizzuto and Yogi 
Berra (N. Y. Yankees), Ralph 
Kiner (Pittsburgh Pirates) and 
Bob Feller (Cleveland Indians). 

Disks were cut during the 
1952 spring training season. 
Other big league stars are ex- 
pected to be added to the 
series, which is being released 
as part of Columibia’s juve line. 


Capitol Royalty 








+ With elections for a new presi- 
| dent of the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publish- 


| 


iers slated to be held next week, a 
strong possibility has arisen that 
| prexy Otto A. Harbach will con- 


‘tinue in office beyond the expira“* 


|tion of his one-year term on June 
1. Under ASCAP bylaws, the in- 
}cumbent prez stays in office if no 
agreement can be found among the 
| board members on a successor. 
Its understood, moreover, that 
| Harbach may even consent to run 
}again for the top ASCAP spot. Al- 
though he has indicated at -various 
times that he did not wish to serve 
| again, the 78-year-old ASCAP prez 
is reportedly irked by demands for 
'“new blood” being made in some 


: : }influential ASCAP cleffer circles. 
been the means by which Late e e 0/7 . If Harbach does consent to run, he 
has been holding up the value o oln In i} ] é will definitely be elected since he 
the old catalog songs by--paying /0 

| 


the latter off on “prestige” rather 
than performances. 
The new plan would give a strict- 
ly mathematical basis to the avail- | 
(Continued on page 42) 


Coast Replacement 
For. Rene on Tap 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Paul Barkmeier, RCA-Victor | 
vice-prexy over the record’division, 
is currently on the Coast for the 
purpose of selecting a replacement 
for Henri Rene. Victor’s Coast re- 
cording chief. It’s understood that | 
Barkmeier is looking for someone 
who can handle both sales and 








ery’s New York homeoffice. 

Rene is scheduled to return east 
join Victor's 
eastern artists and repertoire staff 
headed by Dave Kapp. Rene has 
been on the Coast for two years 
and requested to be transferred 
back to New York. 





New Bid to Divorce 
Film Music Publishing 
Subsids From ASCAP 


Another attempt to divorce film 
company-owned music publishers 
from the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers was 
made last week with the filing of 
petition by ASCAP publisher 
Perry Alexander in the N. Y. Fed- 
eral District Court. Alexander 
asked for permission to intervene 
in the Government's antitrust suit 
against ASCAP which resulted in 
the 1950 antitrust consent decree. 

Besides asking for the exclusion 
of pix company subsids from 
ASCAP, Alexander is asking for 
receivers to be appointed for the 
Society and for commissioners to 
be designated for taking of evi- 
dence with respect ‘to his claims. 

Alexander’s main argument is 
that 90% of the revenue paid to 
publisher members of ASCAP are 
paid to the motion picture subsids. 
Further, he charges that the power 
of these publishers on the ASCAP 
board is such that it violates the 
antitrust laws and stifles the ac- 
tions of independent pub firms. 
Frederick E. M. Ballon is legal rep 
for Alexander in this action. 

Alexander, incidentally, is the 
publisher of the recent hit, “Cry.” 








King Augments Roster | 
Further augmenting its folk ros- 
ter, King Records has inked sing- | 
ers Rome Johnson and Chuck Wells 
to longterm pacts. | 
Johnson, who formerly abel, al} 





jon the M-G-M Records label, al- 


ready has cut his initial sides for 
King. Platters will be released in 
Wells, who'll be mak- | 
ing his wax debut on King, con- | 
ducts a radio show on WVOK, 





| Birmingham, Ala, 


Joining Columbia Records as one 
of the hottest selling disk com- 


panies, Capitol Records chalked up | 
lover a 30° gain in business last 


quarter, ending April 30, compared 
to same period last year. Figures 


}are based on royalty coin paid to 
major publishers during that quar- | 


ter. Columbia, similarly, recently 
reported a sock 40% gain in royalty 
payments for its last quarter. 
Major publishers were the domi- 
nant recipients of the royalty coin 
hike since Capitol’s hits during the 
last quarter were standard etch- 
ings. These included such hits as 


the Les Paul-Mary Ford cuts -of | 


“Tiger Rag’ and “Just One More 


Chance” and Ray Anthony’s slice | 
|of “At Last.” 


Cap is carrying forward its biz 
upswing into the current quarter 
via such best-sellers as Kay Starr’s 
“Wheel of 
Morse’s “Blacksmith 
Paul-Ford ‘ Carioca” and Jane Fro- 
man’s “With a Song in My Heart.” 


SPIKE JONES GETS 
306 FOR COAST SHOW 


Hollywood, May 20. 

Spike Jones troupe will play the 
Home Show here Aug.. 22-Sept. 1 
at a flat $30,000. Pact was inked 
last week for show which will be 
held in Hollywood Park this year. 
Two years ago Jones played the 
show, then at the Pan Pacific, for 
a guarantee of $25,000 against an 
involved piece arrangement, and 
left with about $31,000. Last year 
Russ Morgan was the Home Show 
crew. 

Jones’ aggregation is laying off 
until its NBC-TV All-Star Revue 
repeat May 31, then is booked for 
a July 23-Aug. 5 stand at Cal Neva 
Lodge, Nevada, at flat $12,500 
weekly, followed by an Aug. 7-20 
date at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
at, the same coin. 


Oswald Suit Vs. AKM 
Postponed by Court 


Vienna, May 13. 

Emil Oswald’s lawsuit against 
AKM, Austrian society of authors, 
composers and music publishers, 
for damages was postponed indef- 
initely by the civil court. Criminal 
court will now check all items 
concerning exchange of ‘foreign 
hard currency, allegedly done with- 
out consent of the Nationalbank, 
which has a monopoly on such 
transactions. 

Meanwhile all endeavours to set- 
tle dispute out of court have failed. 








| Oswald, dismissed by new board | 


of directors, mainly on charges of 
spending money too lavishly and 


acting repeatedly without knowl- 
edge of the former board of direc- 


until Nationalbank goes through 
the files. Oswald is suing AFM for 
allegedly breaking his contract. 





Alvino Rey band plays Nick 
Nichols’ Round Up club, San An- 
tonig, May 26 as part of his cur 
rent Texas tour. 


Fortune,” Ella Mae| 
Blues,” the | 


commands the respect and support 
of all of the publishers and most of 
the writers. 

A minor technical hurdle, how- 
lever, remains to be surmounted be- 
| fore Harbach can serve. The board 
| will have to rescind a previous 
| resolution limiting ASCAP presi- 
| dents to only two consecutive one- 
year terms. Revocation of this 
resolution will not be difficult if 
Harbach gives the signal. 

Harbach’'s opponents on the 
| board, meantime, are hitting the 
|idea that anyone is indispensable. 
| This same writer group was re- 
| sponsible for the defeat of Fred E, 


| 


This* 
circle of writers has been making 
the “young blood” pitch but, to 
date, has failed to come up with 
a candidate with sufficient pres- 
tige to win over the ASCAP board, 

Difficulties in the current elec- 
tions; meantime, have revived the 
|idea of hiring another general 
| manager for ASCAP, like the late 
| John G. Paine, who handled all of 
the Society’s administrative work. 
| Under such a setup, more promi- 
| nent writers, like Irving Berlin, 
| Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Cole Por- 
| ter, ete., would be free to serve as 
| ASCAP prexy since it would not 
| take them away from their writing 
| work. Disinclinatioa of Hammer- 
| Stein to run, for instance, ascribed 
| directly to the post’s expected in- 
terference with his creative activi- 
ties. P 


Waring Finalizes 


| 1950 on the same grounds. 





Long-brewing buyout of Paull- 
Pioneer, oldline publishing firm, by 
| Fred Waring was finalized last 
| week. Deal was wrapped up with 
|} over $200,000 reportedly chang- 
|ing hands. Waring now operates 
the Shawnee Press publishing firm. 

Pioneer, which was owned by 
' Max Mayer, has a catalog which in- 





copyrights including “Sidewalks of 
New York” and “Banks of the Wa- 
bash.” However, many of the Pio- 
neer tunes are in the second half 
of their copyright term. 

Mayer, who also owns a piece of 
Music Dealers Service, N. Y. sheet 
/musie distrib, has been inactive 
recently due to illness. 








'Ask Congress Help 
For D.C. Symph Fund 


Washington, May 20. 
With Washington's 
| Symphony Orchestra unable to 
| raise the necessary underwriting 
|}to tackle a summer of open-air 
| pops concerts in the Watergate sta- 


| tors, will have to wait many months | dium, the D. C. District Commis- 


| sioners have asked Congress for a 
lift. 

They have requested authoriza- 
tion for the city government to 
contribute up to $25,000 In a year 
to finance free open-air concerts 


and free children’s music programs 


'in sehoéols. 


Ahlert’s bid for the presidency in,. 


Pioneer Buyout. 


cludes some of the industry’s top * 


National ~* 
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Best-Seller Disk Battle of Sexes 
Finds Femmes Way Out in Front 


For the first time in a couple of + 


years, the gal vocalist contingent | 
is virtually blanketing the wax hit | 
lists by copping four of the first | 
six positions. Only Don Cornell, | 
Coral Records’ recent acquisition, 
and RCA Victor’s Eddie Fisher are | 
holding up at the top against the | 
competition of Kay Starr (“Wheel 
of Fortune”), Doris Day (“A Guy 
Is a Guy’), Georgia Gibbs (‘Kiss 
of Fire”) and Ella Mae Morse 
(“Blacksmith Blues’’). 

More important than the best- 


seller battle of the sexes, the fact ‘M-G-M MAKES EMI TIE 


has been noted that none of the | 


four femme vocalists is. a new- 
comer. Trade execs have been en- 

“couraged to believe that this may 
signify a swing away from the re- 
cent disk cycle in which every 
newcomer with a freak style stood 
a chance of breaking through with 
a hit. 

This notion has been further 
strengthened by the fact that Cor- 
nell and Fisher, although compara- 
tively young, are both legitimate 
singers who don’t have to rely 
upon gimmicks, echo chambers, 
and other “new sounds” tech- 
niques. Whether the new accent on 
legit vocalists will bring along 
with it a reversion to class*songs, 
rather than novelty material, is too 
early to be counted on, it’s be- 
lieved. 

The major diskers, of course, are 
not particularly concerned with 
which singer or what material is 
on top as long as they can sell 
their platters. The top publishers, 
however, have been hit badly by 
the off-beat trend in which most 
good songs proved to be bad gam- 
bles saleswise. 





Birmingham Longhair Dates 
Birmingham, May 20. 
The Birmingham Music Club, 
which sponsors concert series at 
the Auditorium, has announced the 
@-iine-up for 1952-53. 


It includes the Danish State 
Orch, Nathan Milstein, Robert 
Shaw Chorale, Ballet Theatre, 


Bidu Sayao and Jan Peerce, Phila- 
delphia Symph, and the Met doing 
“Aida” and “Carmen.” 


— 


| year ago by Leslie Sturdy, is an | 
| adaptation of a Scottish folk song. 





Levy Buys Scot Tune 

London, May 13. 
Lou Levy, through his London 
outlet Pickwick Music, has aequired | 
world rights @f “The Parting Song” | 
published by James S. Kerr of 
Glasgow. 
Tune, which was written about a | 








| 


. FOR NIPPON DISTRIB 


In a tieup with Electrical and 
| Musical Industries, M-G-M Rec- 
|ords will have its single releases 
| as well as its soundtrack albums 
|peddled in Japan. The disks and 
|albums will be pressed and dis- 
| tributed there by Nippon-Colum- 
| bia. 


| The soundtrack album from the | 


| Metro pic, “Show Boat,” which 
| marked M-G-M’s Japanese debut, 
| hit the market several weeks ago. 
| Album is the same as the US. is- 
| sue, of course, but the liner notes 
|are penned in Japanese. 

} 


‘Paul Siegel Launches 
Symphony House Pub 


| Tieing up with South American 
publisher Cesar R. Bahar, com- 
| poser Paul Siegel has formed a 
publishing firm, Symphony House, 
to handle the U. S. and Canadian 
rights of some of the Latino out- 
fit's output.~ Firm will be licensed 
by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 

Siegel is the composer of the 
symphonic piece “Between Two 
Worlds.” Bahar is director of the 
Brazilian music firm, Editorial 
Mangione. Doc Berger, formerly 
of Leeds Music, is also associated 
with the firm. 








Utah Symph Lines Up 
Guest Longhair Names 








Salt Lake City, May 20. 








and His Orchestra 
Current 


ly 
RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
RENO 


| Utah Symphony Orchestra has 
|inked four longhair guests for-the 
| 1952-53 season slated to kickoff 
| Nov. 1. Vladimir Horowitz, pianist, 
| will be the first to appear on Nov. 
25, and will be followed on Jan. 7 
by Artur Rubenstein, pianist; Tossy 
Spivakivsky, violinist, on Feb. 4; 
and Grant Johannessen, local pi- 
anist, on Feb. 28, 

According to J. Allen Crockett, 
symphony president, one or two 
additional artists will be sought to 
round out the 10-program series. 
Regular concerts wili be held at 
the Tabernacle, under the direction 
of Maurice Abravanel, inked for 











the sixth consecutive year. Plans 





Listen to 
MARIO LANZA 
Sing 
‘Somebody Bigger 
Than You and 1”’ 


on N.B.C. i 
Friday Evening, May 23 


on the Mario Lanza Show 


BULL’S-EYE MUSIC, INC. 
6526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28 





also call for additional concerts to 
be presented in other towns in the 
state. Last year 40 concerts were 
played, in addition to 13 radio 
broadcasts sponsored by Kennecott 
Copper: Corp, 








“M-G-M Inks Peggy King 
Songstress Peggy King has been 
| inked to a longterm pact by M-G-M 
| Records. Miss King, who's also a 
| Metro pactee, waxed her initial 
| pressings on the Coast last week. 
Thrush formerly vocalled with 
| the Charlie Spivak orch and had 
appeared in New York recently at 








SS the Blue Angel nitery. 
















ALAN DALE ...--- 
TONY BENNETT 
BILL FARRELL..... 
DICK HAYMES- 


VIC DAMONE .... 








BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 5 


none BMI 
HERE IN MY HEART 


Published by Mellin 
Recorded by 


AL MARTINO. ....5-e-99 Corey 


er 


ik. *** (Columbia) 


ANDREWS SISTERS.......(Decga! 


Exclusively Licensed bv BMI 
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Pin-Up Hit! 


.... (BBS) 
scgceees (MGMI 


{Mercury! 


80 FIFTH AVENUE 











CAPITOL 
1. I'M CONFESSIN’ .. 
CARIOCA 


I WANNA LOVE YOU 

ME TOO 

LOVE ME OR LEAVE ME 

LOVE ¥A’ LIKE MAD 
COLUMBIA 


3. WHAT’S THE USE 


4 KISS OF FIRE ...« .. 2. ee. 
PM YOURS 

OR. BE ASCP eee ee 
MISS YOU TONIGHT 

CORAL 


1. I’M YOURS ’ , 
MY MOTHER’S PEARLS 


2. I'LL WALK ALONE 


2. WHEEL OF FORTUNE ..... 


4. BLACKSMITH BLUES ..... 


5. OAKIE BOOGIE . “F 


1. GUY J6 A GUE | ii cccedscs 
WHO WHO WHO 

2. DEIAGCARO 3.2. . vase esos 
FESTIVAL 


Disk Companies’ Best Sellers.. 


os enoBichecksd:'s see Paul-Mary Ford 


3. .I WAITED A LITTLE TOO LONG...............Kay Starr 


bos die alvieede ead Ella Mae Morse 


MOUNTAINS IN THE MOONLIGHT 


ip eawas'sseskaeead Don Cornell 


emcee eae ap Don Cornell 


THAT’S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE 


4. HERE IN MY HEART . 
I’M SORRY 








3. GONNA GET ALONG WITHOUT YA NOW 


5. IT’S SO LONG AND GOOD-BYE TO YOU 





Teresa Brewer 


ROLL THEM ROLY POLY EYES 


eb ¢ amma Alan Dale 


Connie Haines 


ANYTHING THAT’S PART OF YOU 


] Disk Jockey Review 
ARTIST S..BBY LEWI . 
ns.; Mon, th be 
Participating me Get, © p.m, 
si bee decane ccdesicseamay Gar WBEMS, Boston 
Sabby Lewis, colored band 
+ 








leader, has been installed as a dee- 
jay at Hub’s indie, WBMS (former. 
ly WHEE), and is filling his al- 
lotted hour with jazz platters in- 
terspersed with intelligent chatter 
College bred, Lewis is articulate 
and his inside. stuff on band biz 
and people identified with it de- 
livered in a well-modulated voice 
adds up to interesting listening for 
hepsters. 

Sticking mostly to blues and jazz 
platters, which he introes with bits 
| of info calculated to. hypo the lis- 
teners’ interest, he does occasion- 
ally slip in a more commercial 
platter for change of. pace. Visit- 
ing music biz celebs usually drop 
in for chitchat and when caught, 
Jimmy Tyler, a former Lewis side- 
man, currently maestro at Sugar 
Hill; dropped in to kick around a 
few reminiscences. Stint should 
catch on with that segment of pub- 
lic. surfeited with current crop of 
pop disks, prefer the more tradi- 
tion and/or progressive band 

Elie. 





Ives’ Aussie Tour 





London, May 20 
After more than a month here 


during which he did two one-night 


filled radio and TV dates, Burl Ives 
























































+ 
| stands at Royal Festival Hall, and 
tas planed for Sydney yesterday (19) 
DECCA for concert dates in Australia, New 
1. npg mg al ea si idapaGmas ot Same Leroy Anderson Zealand and Tasmania. 
2 nee : BALL | Tour opens in Sydney May 28 
2. - Pia eens t ese e ete eeeneteeeeenen eee: Four Aces and includes 63 engagements. Folk 
) t-RSTAND singer will probably return to 
3. UNDER HONEYSUCKLE VINE Bill Kenny and Ink Spots London and not the U. S. as orig- 
YOU MAY BE THE SWEETHEART OF SOMEBODY ELSE inally planned. He is currently 
ee OS Ee Guy Lombardo 3 | dickering for a West End show. 
AT LAST AT LAST : Last ‘week, Ives recorded the 
eS rr earn Louis Armstrong }| Scottish folk tune, “The Parting 
V’LL WALK ALONE Song,” for Decca, 
MERCURY | John Hershberger, N. Y. press 
ee se evedunes bac Georgia Gibbs })| rep for Little Orchestra Society 
A LASTING THING —_ Rag te eg oon Orchestra, 
2. BE ANYTHING ......... re ee will be boxoffice treasurer at West- 
SHE TOOK Greece ceeeteeeeeeeceeeeeees Eddy Howard hampton, L. I., Playhouse this sum- 
3. WHISPERING WINDS ..................s..... Patti Page — 
LOVER WHERE ARE YOU NOW 
i aeeeGee WE oo cS ced ec embocebias Richard Hayes are ee aoe Beers 
SUMMERTIME ’ G0 
5. .JUST BECAUSE ..... ok eee rere. Rusty Dr 
HOW COULD YOU, BLUE EYES ae eee Pa 
° 
M-G-M Af ow 
1. KISS OF FIRE ......., i dee ae ily Ecksti : . 
San tae ean et teee ee Billy Eckstine st y 
B. BRAVE Neee PATHER .. ..ccsciccecccocee 
LEAVE THEM ALONE oe Fran Warren JA By 
3. HARLEM NOCTURNE ................ ri 7 
ON A LITTLE COUNTRY ROAD 7174 Rose Orch . ANDERSON 
4, LET THERE BE LOVE ........... covcccceses JOni James 
MY BABY JUST CARES FOR ME 7 MILLS MUSIC, Ine. 
_5. YOU'LL NEVER BE MINE ......... ——, 
DO YOU CARE Seccéccosce. AMIN Dean 
A JUDY LYNN'S GREAT 
RCA VICTOR 
eee TOUS ............. - Eddie Fist ee ee 
JUST A LITTLE LOVIN’ ae €ier3 | 
2. ‘THAT’S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE i i | 
FORGIVE ME -eeeeeeee... Eddie Fisher RIVERBOAT RAG 
Ul eee 
1 DON'T MIND teeeeeeveesesss- Pee Wee King 
4. WHY DID YOU LEAVE ME......... Serr C BY PAT BALLARD 
LONESOME THAT'S ALL ae ates “—o AND DICK MANNING 
5. BLUE TANGO .......... j 
Tuk G¥Prsy tea +eeeeee-». Hugo Winterhalter 
THFFFFFFPPrs sr seosesseseseessesesses i 
roreeseeoessssst || HMaStings Music 
Continued from page 39 
ability category. Although details, ter have recently been ad ti R E * Oo R D S 
of the new system are being kept | the 100% performance sy a vhs High Fideli i d 
— wraps, oe oe to be| The rigid ASCAP strectere was Ton geare a 
ed on a system which wo initi : . ras a vipment 
rate the value of old songs ea Sete ce tones the gee away © 


combination of two determinate | 
factors: (1) The number of times | 
the song is performed and (2) the | 
age of the song. By weighting the 
average in favor of the song’s age, | 
the older tunes would still be paid | 
off at a better rate per perform-| 
ance than a current number. The | 
important thing, however, is that | 
the payoff can be fully explained | 
by objective factors. 

Move to give a numerical base 
to the availability category is seen 
paving the way for an ultimate 
ASCAP switch to a complete 100% 
performance payoff system for 
publishers. That has been the bat- 
tle-cry of most of the younger 
publishers and they have been en- 
couraged by signs of weakening on 
the part of the oldline ASCAP 








pub execs. Even several of the lat- 


years ago when the writer-mem- 
bers Set up a new rating system 
with the accent on performance. 
The cleffer distribution system put 
80% stress on performances with 
20% going for seniority. Under the 
present publisher system, 55% goes 
for performance, 30% for avail- 
ability and 15% for seniority. 








Steinway Grand 
| Studio and Tape 
| Facilities... $12 per hr. 


| GMS Recording Studios 
|] 11 WEST 18th STREET 
New York 11, N. Y. 


OR 5-2317 
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Wax Works Burn | 
At Squeeze For 
Cuffo Platters. 


Disk distributors, most of whom 
are digging in for the expected | 
summer slump, are burning over | 
the growing practice of retailers to | 
ask for bonus platters with their | 
orders. In recent weeks several | 
distribs in the New York area have | 
been hit with such .requests as | 
“I'll buy 75. platters if you send} 
along 25 extras for promotion and | 
exploitation.” 

Distribs admit that the practice, | 
which they started themselves to | 
hypo sales, now has gotten out of | 
hand. With fewer disks breaking: 
for hits these days, it’s becoming | 
more of hardship for them to shell | 
out these cuffo platters. Some dis- | 
tribs already have alienated their | 
steady retail outlets by cutting out | 
the bonuses entirely while others 
have set up a sort of compromise | 
plan in which a minimum order 
of 100 platters of a single etching 
is required before the cuffos are | 
included. Latter group also is| 
looking for an out since the bonus | 
requests are only for waxings that 
are. beginning to make some noise 
in the market and would probably | 
move out without the cuffo platter 
hypo. 

Retailers, meantime, maintain | 
that the distribs should play ball | 
with them during the summer dol- 
drums. With the continuing asics | 
war cutting profit margin on long | 

lay disks, retailers feel that the | 

nus practice on hot items is one | 
way to keep their heads above | 
water—and that the distribs should | 





cooperate. 





WARING OUTING 
Fred Waring’s fifth annual out- 


ing for professional music men has | 


been skedded this year for June 3, 
As in the past, outing will be held 
at Shawnee, Pa. 


Golf and baseball tourneys will 
be the feature events. 


i 
MERCURY ARTIST 




































































































































































































































































Vib 
DAMON 


Thrilling 
Rendition of 


“HERE 
IN MY 
HEART” 


Recorded 
in Europe. 


The greatest 
song he ever sang. 


4 


Record No. 5858 and 
5858x45 


P. S. Still serving 
with Uncle Sam, 





| the cocktail unit department. . 


- $ ¥ - 3 
' | 2 § 3) 
Survey of retail disk best ‘“ Mia mr. ~< : 
sellers. based on reports ob- $ RBG EAE ey : 
tained from leading stores in $ |\.3 sé alelelslzlelsis . 
12 cities and showing com @)siels|sisis SIS IEISlEl o 
parative sales rating for this g ia P = 4 rats : a : > 4 
and last week. ele|lSieié eic els is| el]. z 
eiSi/QlelflOlsleltielei7|. 
Week Endin Fleltlgigidisleighslalal e 
National ee n g al7\4 & 3 3 i wi z : : 2ié 
Rating 17 ° t oe | alsls | Siti d is] i 
May eISiSiElele18iei</8| 2/3) 8 
This Last SLES Ele lslels sis Elz) : 
9 wk. Artist, Label, Title ZiIOoOimiaAlStA in imninia m& | SS 
oo ~- rn 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) ca “s 
1 1 “Blue Tango” —40220 ip Ce a. Qise ; ee ee Ses eh 90 
KAY STARR (Capitol) a 
2 2 “Wheel of Fortune”—1964....--- 8 7 oe ct. woe... He. # 7 
ELLA MAE MORSE (Capitol) : m 
3 7 “Blacksmith Blues”—1922....--. 10 Uae Ca. ee ae 5 8 8 
> GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) iw 
4 3 “Kiss of Fire”—5823.....-..---- 3 6 2 3 3 3 6 
a= aS DORIS DAY (Columbia) gree 
5 11 “A Guy Is a Guy”—39673..-..--- 6 om. 6 §..9 4 ae Sa 
aa DON CORNELL (Coral) oe 
6 6 “Pll Walk Alone”—60659.....--- ee Oi, ee. SF 8 40 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) ae 
7 10 “pittsburgh, Penn.” —39663 i ae Mien “ss q 6 4 8 7 38 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) ‘ a 
4 5  “Delicado”—39708 ....-...-..--- 8. § 9 8 6 35 
rf DON CORNELL (Coral) : ck fi 
| 9 4 “Pm Yours”—60659......:...--: 12% 52 
JANE FROMAN (Capitol) . 7 < 
10 “ll Walk Alone”—2044......... at oe, 
AL MARTINO (BBS) ~s 
11 8 “Here.in My Heart”—101 ae oe 9 1 10 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) sie 
12 11 “I’m Yours”’—20-4680.........-- 4 | 1 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) . 
13 11 “Forgive Me”—20-4574.........- are ck 5 9 9 9 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) | 
14 9 “Anytime”—20-4359 .........--- 5 5 a . 30 
LES PAUL (Capitol)...........- : ata 
15 14 “Carioca”—2080 .......--...+++- 
EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) * 
16 12 “Be Anything”—5815...........- a... 1 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) fa 
\l 47 41 “What's the Use”—39698......... 5 10 9 10 
BILLY ECKSTINE (MGM) : ; 
18A “Kiss of Fire’—11225.........-. 
FOUR ACES (Decca) : ‘ 
18B “pm Yours”—28162..........--: " 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) , ; 
|i 18B “Somewhere Along Way”—2069.. .. 8 .. .-. ae ope 
| i 2 3 4 5 
SINGIN’ IN THE |WITH A SONG IN| JOHNNIE RAY AMERICAN IN | GUYS AND DOLLS 
Vv E T OP RAIN MY HEART ALBUM PARIS Breadway Cas? 
F : Hollyweed Cast Jane Froman Columbia pete: Nana Decca 
ALBUMS | wears |  spX-s09 CO-6199 ‘eo3 DA-825 
M-G-M-11 N- : , 
K-113 KDF-309 C2-88 K-93 9-203 
E-113 L-309 B-2-88 M-93 DLP-8036 








Opposition Wins 
Clean Sweep In 
Philly AFM Vote 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
One of the most bitterly contest. 
ed elections ever waged here 
brought out more than 2,000 mem- 
bers of Local 77, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, to vote for 
new officers. 

In a balloting upset, the Yellow 
Ticket which opposed the incum.- 
bent group, made a clean sweep 
Frank Liuzzi, former president of 
the local,. received 1,064 votes. 
against 846 far Romeo Cella, act- 
|ing president. Louis Ingber, a 
third candidate, trailed with 146. 

Fred Calabrese was named vice- 
president with 900 votes, against 
727 for John Riecardi, and Abe 
Neff, 401. In a two-man battle for 
the influential post of secretary, 
| James Perri defeated incumbent 
Guy a Scola by 1,142 to 910. Louis 
|R. Schvom, for treasurer, and 
Harry G. Kammerer, for assistant 
secretary, were unopposed, 








$30,000 Fund Sustains 


Seattle Symph Season 


Seattle, May 20. 

* Seattle Symphony has given the 
| go ahead signal for at least a lim- 
| ited season next year, with ap- 


| proximately $35,000 sure as a sus- 
|} taining fund to start off. Min- 
| imum season will include eight 
| subscription concerts, with seven 
| guest conductors engaged. Three 
| will be conducting the Seattle or- 
| chestra for the first time—Leopold 
| Stokowski, Milton Katims. and 
| Arthur Rodzinski. Four have been 
re-engaged from just-concluded 
present season-— Arthur Fiedler, 
Stanley Chapple, Maurice Abra- 
|venel and Alexander Hilsberg. 

| Im announcing the decision, 
| Symph president Wallace Camp- 
| bell said that new interest, shown 
| by nearly 200 new memberships in 
|the sustaining fund, led to the 
scheduling of a minimum season 
;even though the sustaining fund 
was far short of that originally 


| 
deemed necessary. 





Freddy Martin is in for two 
| weeks at the Shamrock Hotel, 
| Houston, replacing Henry King. 

















On the U 














pbeat 








New York 


Johnny Hartman, RCA Victor 
vocalist, pacted by General Artists 
|Corp. ... Ella Fitzgerald into 
| Storyville, Boston, May 24 for 10 
days . .. Gloria Wirfel, secretary 
to Frank B. Walker, M-G-M Rec- 
ords topper, becomes a bgide 
June 7°... Fran Warren booked 
into the Fox Theatre, Detroit, 
May 30.... Billy May orch begins 
an engagement at the Paramount 
Theatre, N. Y., May 28... Nat 
(King) Cole into the Town and 
Country Club, Brooklyn, June 6 

. clarinetist Sol Yaged plays a 
jazz concert’ at Birdland, N. Y., 
Monday (26) .. . Eddie Chamblee 
orch opens at the Town Casino, 
Cleveland, May 26 ... The Mod- 
ernaires begin a 10-day engage- 
ment at the Brown Palace Hotel, 
| Denver, tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Ray Anthony orch to play at the 
/annual graduation dance at the 
iU.. 8. ilitary Academy, West 
|Point, June 2... Eileen Barton 
|} into the Capito! Theatre, Washing- 
|ton, May 29 ... Eddie Heywood 
| Trio booked into the Howard The- 
atre, Washington, May 30. 








Chicago 
Frank York, band leader at the 
'Sherman Hotel, Chicago, has 


formed Dash@Records and is is- 


| suing two sides. He’s also taken 
out a BMI publishing license and 
|will publish four tunes to start 
|... Hal Munro, former orch leader, 
| has joined Associated Booking in 


Norman Dygen has been held over | 


at the Lookout House, 








|} ton, 


Coving- | 


Ky., until August. In the! 


. .|Omaha, May 30 through June 8 





| peteer 
-| minimum of $6,000 a year from F. 


meantime, he’ll fly to New York to 
do “Toast of the Town” teevee 
show May’25 ... Big Three go'| 
into the Oasis, Muncie, Ind., May | 
19 . . . Cy-Clowns stay on at Club | 
Ritz, Clearlake, Iowa, until June 8 
. .. Billy Devero inked fo. Clover 
Club, Peoria, May 25 .. . Ken} 
Griffin returns to Teve’s, Duluth, | 
May 26... Sax Mallard also goes 
back to the Crown Propeller Club. 

Bob Vincent set for a month at 
the Rosebowl, LaSalle, Ill. start- 
ing May 23 . Baron’s, South 
Haven, Michigan, is going on 
weekend policy with the Paul Marr 
office booking . . . Ruth Nichols 
joins the cast at the Club Alabam 
..» Lenny Colyer up to Esquire 
Club, Montreal, May 25 . Jeri 
Southern pacted for Minnesotan 
Hotel, Minneapolis, for two frames 
from May 24... Jimmy Palmer 
has stand at Peony Park dancery, 





. . . Dante Trio returns to Towne 
Room, Milwaukee, Sept. 16... Al 





Greenfield got the Bandbox back 
. . . Bud and Ceee Robinson are 
joining the Johnnie Ray package | 
... Mary Kaye Trio into the! 
Chicago Theatre, May 30... Russ | 
Emery contracted for the ~Edge-| 
water Beach June 6. 


Hollywood 
Bing Crosby and Peggy Lee 
checked into Decca last week to 
wax several sides together . 
Pact filed in Superior Court for 


approval, would give trumpeteer 
Rafael Mendez and his twin-trum- 
sons, Ralph and Robert, 





E. Olds, music manufacturers, for | 
blurbing Olds instruments ee 
Dick Haymes cut special album of' 


Johnny Burke-Jimmy Van Heusen 


numbers for Decca, Victor Young |} 


conducting . . . Cliffie Stone orch 
cut four sides for Capitol. 


Pittsburgh 
Ray Anthony plays a one-nighter 
at the Sunset Ballroom in Carroll- 
ton, May 31. 


outfit in four years ... Latr 
Faith winding up long stay pA 
Vogue Terrace to take his orch 
back into the Melody Mill Ball- 
room in Chicago for another run 
May 28... Bob Aiello, who left 
Pittsburgh to study music at 
UCLA, dropping studies to go with 
Russ Morgan’s violin section. He 
paves trumpet for bot:. Baron 
lliott and Clyde McCoy . . . Whitey 
Scharbo’s band goes into the 
Colonial Manor, June 9, following 
the eight-week run of Johnny 
Pineapple . . .. Blue Barron one- 
nights at Vogue Terrace (26). . , 
Bob Sheets replaced Babe Fabrizi 
on the drums with Morry Allen’s 
band at Club Belvedere... 
Gloria Seigle, former Monte Carlo 
lull pianist, doing series of jazz 
concerts at the Y.M. and W.H.A. 
ae Luke Riley resumed as leader 
of Casino Theatre orch after be- 
ing on the shelf for several weeks 
following an operation. 


Kansas City 
Joy Cayler all-girl orch goes in 
for round of one-nighters in the 
midwest area after winding three 
week stand in the Terrace Grill of 
Hotel Muehlebach May 27. Later 
(Continued on page 45) 
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. . Walter Burleson | 
rejoined Tommy Carlyn’s band on | 
trombone. He hasn’t been with the | 














NE 











It's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH, 
WITH YOU 


WORDS & MUSIC, INC. 


——— 














> M-G-M film 














wie ie ab hei ibicset 


1 | 











coed § 











| 











Wednesday, May 21, 1952 
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Inside Orchestras—Musi eB 
IC | 
Unusual sound gimmick in the new Coral record of “Riverboat Rag” | RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 
came about when writer Pat Ballard saw the pic “African Queen,” and 
noted the effectiveness of the Bogart-Hepburn dialog against a rhyth- 
mic background of the chug-chugging of the river boat..Ballard found LARIETY 
. * P . a , 
an authentic. recording of a Mississippi boat sound, wrote the tune R > 
around its rhythm, and within 24 hours Coral went for the idea and set Survey of retail sheet music e : ; & 
up a date with Judy Lynn and Norman Leyden’s orch. Dick Manning sales, based on reports obtained Sit § 8 S 3 
collabbed on the ditty. from leading stores in 12 cities ¢ 2 2 ols © 
and showing comparative sales a 5 S/S hy E = E 
. — ee '@ Zn =x 
A big scramble among major publishers for rights to a tune devel- rating for this and last week Sig ffxi - et he ala } 
oped last week as a result of Art Ford’s airing of a new number, “The - ee TES iSrsgielealets 2lifig 
Mask Is Off,” on his WNEW, N. Y., disk jockey show. ‘Tune, coinci- ai/e2i2iseleleisig/& 5/0] « 
dentally, was written by Ford in collaboration with Elmo Russ and Al@islifie@ Eh < 3 a1 3 31. 
was cut on the Pyramid label by Buddy Costa, a 23-year-old N. Y. ‘ W 7 =\it = . PISis ‘a 4 . 1s 
stevedore with a Mario Lanza tenor style. Although the Ford-Russ National eek Ending : 8 ¥ =s|/F;al4/sis = n|s P 
team hasn’t sold the number as yet, it’s understood that Miller Music, Rating * ~|o] a/s 5 . 3 z < re Oo oO 
one of the Big Three combine, has the inside track on the rights. May 17 > M4 e c 5 © : 5 s ¢ 3 = } 
This Last piste lflelaicigelei4 8) 8 
= if s 
Wi h | R d . wk. wh. Title and Publisher ziolSizislié& § elti§figisi s 
nos it araact AmMg Audience As). Qiao Range Glia... cee PF 28 8 OE Eee eae 
22 “Wheel of Fortune” (Laurel)... s @ ¢ § ft. 2 @3 42 8 % 
Survey Week of May 9 3. 8 ew ree Somen.......... 3 8 8.8 YF ok RS Be OO ee 
The ao dg somes of week ‘more tn case of ties}, based on 4 4 “A Guy Is a Guy” (Ludlow)...... PE a aererrer Er ow ss 4% © a 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index “5 5 “Blacksmith Blues” (Hill-R) a “Saas, ues 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, , i Bae. eo a 1. AEP A, SE EA ME Bite Sh ni BR ila tl 
Director. Alphabetically listed ; Erm. Shoes Anytime” (Hill-R) : sii) 9 3 10 ‘ 3 5 3 1 6 4 55 
9 “I'll Walk Alone” (Mayfair)...... ree. 8.8 'hs gia Bape < 
Pw ~ GS er iaee BEE a Ludlow ;——7— — Atkins” 7S 22 bn I MK TAT FES SR IK OO 50 
Am I In Love—i“Son of Paleface”..............- Famous Ag ise ge | _(Shapiro-B) es SEE, 2 Pam ES I BE 
Anytime Nagy | pa I a boeen a Hill & R SA 14 “I’m Yours” (Algonquin)......... Gs tse (ees at Oe ee a 
irr ig SN, itp cb Ab ee Ee heed ae AG faim 9B 8 “Pittsburgh Penn” (Oxford)...... — ae BS ORs Set 7 6 : 36 
d ast. . tare Cette eee e eens eeeeenes els 10 11 “Please Mr. Sun” (Weiss-B)...... .. 7 
Be ARVs (DUE BG. Bee)... an ccdsccvecevsvess Shapiro-B li 10 “Be M ites Com ea (Morri TT ie : a8 ee, SER 
SAMET EINE <5... 5; . ovals duadsescsadeues’ Hill & R Ha Bn a mg i ~,- . 9 ee ee 
i Eo. ss os h-00 000s shaw benaeduekeedan Mills 12__.. “I Hear a Rhapsody” (Broadcast). .. .. 2 .. .. 10 10 
CET I ee eo Nk ecb a ce deet 0.06 dasver ees Famous 13 13 £=“Forgive Me” (Advanced)........ | errr er wage 7 9 
Delicado .. SE RE ep eign: py wae Remick 14...  =“Wishin’” (Midwayv)....... ae ae 
FOr Te et Ns oc eo Coccapaedesecss tees Ferlin Une . ‘ 
gs eg a Oe Ne Pe Ee eee ee ee ee ee Advanced 
ee ERR oe Peet oe ee reer ree eT DeSylva-B-H ; jtempt to veer away from the 
How Close....... oe oe iad cain acd Wbicn Cea A aes Life Porter, Kern sheets that fill the 
I Could White a Book—*‘“Pal Joey” ............ Harms : | usual book. There are some highly 
I Hear a Rhapsody—*“Clash By Night’’........... Broadcast all eviews commercial Latin numbers, but 
: ; Prescot | done in minor key, and from time 
If Someone Had Told Me . oa. s 410-00. | to time, the band comes off with 
I'll Walk Alone—*“With a Song In My Heart”.... Mayfair Be parame Bh , COMES OC Wit & 
ay’ minuet. Such things as variations 
It's a Sin To Tell a Li€....... 0... cece cece eens BVC on Haydn’s lighter things are 
pe By EG el eo a ee er Fee een to Duchess JOY CAYLER ORCH (11) taking turns on more than one in-|strange offerings, but the cus- 
Lad, LVR: bees liniSe ese cecdcvecdecesecosesioes Cromwell ¢ With Shirlee Van strument. The heavy string sec-| tomers seem to like the interpreta- 
My Bets MRTAB. bitin 3d ns coc 0 0c eae ofc 000 eee Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City tion, in addition to the bass violin, | tions. 
Perfidia OS ae, ROR eae na pears - Peer An all-girl orch is a novelty in| has a dual purpose, with the musi-| Yole O’Bryn, attractively set off 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania..... i SS Saeere  e Oxford the deluxe Terrace Grill of the | cians walking around the room be-|in cowgal dress, does the honors 
Singin’ In the Rain—7“Singiir In the Rain”....... Robbins Muehlebach, but this one fits the| tween dance sets and before thej|on the pop tunes and pretty bru- 
That’s the Chance You Take. .............cceccee- Paxton room very well. Joy Cayler is long- terping begins, playing most of the | net gets a nice hand for her efforts. « 
YS Sp, “errr Remick | since established for her'top trum- | familiar show and standard songs. Zabe. 
Up-and Down Mambo.............. ERE ee _... Life |pet work and is an established Band doesn’t really fall in the grag 
Whit Clee TE OCG gcc Soh ro he Boneh accs Miller | orch leader both nationally and in-| society classification, maestro dis- Ken Harris orch has been booked 
co  apehpnine ee ae Sea Midway || terustionaliy. Doster ins wit |tairetge sumenees of ibe. two-|for the Bice Hotel, Houston, opea- 
See *croa’ > rave , s ; actually an at-'in a : 
Weg sever Welk Ale. sis cc ce cas cee graeens Williamson !as tops in musical ability, and a g y 
Second Group | prettier crew of sidegirls would be 
aa : : — | hard to find. Biz in the Grill evi- 
And So I Waited Around ale alec dots ae 2 C ES .++.. Piekw ick | dently will more than hold its own 
Be My Life’s Companion...........-++++. be 903 S90 -Morris | tor the three-whek stand 
Wee Teena. oor. xc cc ctet ces cnede sana ; DeSylva-B-H “ - ‘ . 
in-H | Present crew has been under the 
Dance Me LOOS€......-.seeeeeeeeereeenteeensess Erwin- Cayler baton since last fall, when 
Festival o sale bilaces oe 00 Ce cb Sade owt ce 6 oe dle CU OO 0 E408 Bourne she resumed the pop orch field 
Glorita ...... esse eee tee eee cineca pee edeessenes Life after an interlude of.a couple of 
Goin’ On a Hayride—*“Three Wishes For Jamie”. . Chappell years. In that time orch has made 
Honest. afd “Tewaly 25 i.6:cwsi se oes 00.09 cecas cs weesate Lion its mark on the Coast, in midwest 
I Understand. .......0-sceeesesaenes oocedcebenss <2 uae dates, and is working eastward 
EWA NEE oi hts bp bore 4300 6 90 0:0 PG Poe os where it already is lined up for a 
PMNS ols cass 54 dnc) 9 wd «hae oqwsenss coon sae string of stands. 


Jeannine (I Dream of Lilac Time) ....... eT eee 





t Filmusical. *Legit musical. 


a 






































Than You and I” 





Vogue Terrace, McKeesport, Pa., 









































































































































| June 16... Tiny Hill orch doing | 











Instrumentally, Miss Cayler has 
a lineup of four reeds, pair of 





drums, and others. Quin. 





FRANK YORK ORCH (8) 


Hotel. There’s an incongruous note 
of a society band garbed in these 


on 
Don McNeill’s 
Breakfast Club 
Conducted by Ed Ballantine 
A.B.C., Friday Morning, Moy 23 


BULL'S-EYE MUSIC, INC. 
$526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28 





|one-nighters during May in _ the| western clothes and housed in sim- 
|midwest, including Peony Park | ilar atmosphere, but the orch 
| Ballroom May 24 in Omaha, and | quickly overcomes this strangeness 
Laramar Ballroom May 25 at Ft.| with a solid and unusual ) A 

| Dodge. la ... Frankie Rapp into| Organization, which had its start 
\the Southern Mansion for a fort-|in Gotham east side supper clubs, 
night... Frank Yankovie and his|has a singular format with five 
| polka orch set for Memorial Hall, | fiddles in an eight piece band. The 
Kansas City, benefits June 16. _| violinists all double, with the men 











Life Is a Beautiful Thing—7*“Aaron Slick”......... Famous 
Love Wiese oy You New. ABC trumpets, trombone, drums, string 
Ree Me chien Sica BVC bass, piano and her own lead trum- 
One’ Litfle tandic ye eee eeee pemeoes sare veee! 9 pet. This proves the basis for a 
Please Mr. Sun.. if: ’ 1 , : ; : ae i bvoseccsincetecs wae ptt ge ge og Be 
Sleepy Little Cowboy........-....+++ secede ccss os meanen side. The basic rhythms are em- 
There’s a Cloud—*"Son of Paleface”.............. Famous bellished with a variety including 
Wheel of Fortune.....-.....0.....4. pecccescotecs EMOTE! plenty of Latins, pops of the day, 
Whistle My Love—i“Robin Hood”...... a5 ua n'e44') ) ae standards, with a Dixieland ar- 
/rangement now and then as an 
| extra a :; " - 
| An all-girl crew, naturally, cou 
Top 10 Songs On TV | be expected to do much in the way 
Anvttesa Obs oo PPE VRS TE Re Hill’& R ,of vocals and entertaining, and 
Ay -Round the Corner ......+eeseees Pe Tee Ee Frank a = pe Ag Ah wt; 
Be Anything (But Be Mine)..... bes vale Ob vesse<dees Shapiro-B Vocals are headed up by pretty, 
Be My Life’s Companion........ o3 be teed o'0qe's08 Morris ‘blonde Shirlee Van whose. war- 
Blacksmith Blues ~eseve Stee ee eee eeerereeesoeeeses Hill & R ~ | bling appears through an unusually 
Hambone Fede eee e rs soeeweeees pe sere pe EN ; | husky quality. She tends mostly 
aay ~ Write a Book....... PIU TPeTTiv iss et ita a ito the ballads and sweeter tunes. 
iss Of et Se ewer) Pee eT ed eevece uchness | Vocals are rounded out by a trio, 
Perfidia Ma‘su Clea ere wes 06s ete seere ages errr. 3 | with Pat Hunter of the sax section 
Wheel of Fortune... .ccccccccccccccccccsese ..». Laurel and Rusty Kelisher of the brass 
‘ Ny section, chiming in wit iss Van. 
FIVE TOP STANDARDS ‘ | Leader also can call on the entire 
By SS te rere ya errs So ied ge oes _——- crew for choral numbers. She 
; ery ne ose aes ee ode00 080 666 FSU ee eeoeceeeeeee Nev World | se gge <- — out a with 
te eo ecodessocossecees INOW er own trumpet specialties, in- 
Tenderly ‘ a sds «5s ROO eee Tee ee Tet Morris | cluding a tiny soprano instrument, 
What i i Med LOVO<< cc csedeScbeces sue |accomplished solo work by Pat 
Is This Thing Ca 
|Hunter on alto, Kay Carlson on 


| With Yole O’Bryn 
H | Sherman Hotel, Chicago 
Listes te | Music Upheat i! Frank York is nearing the two 
JOHNNY DESMOND | ‘entineed trem page 44 year mark at the Porter House 
Sing | seer mek Erle ——== | Room, swank Srentean Prag df 
| i -| which is making a pite or the 
. |gals go to Dutch Mill, Lake Dela- | whic p 
“Somebody Bigger ‘van, Wis., for three days opening | same type of trade as the Pump 
‘June 13. and follow with the|Room in the Ambassador East 
































JONI JAMES 


SINGS 





LET ) MY BABY 
THERE JUST CARES 
BE LOVE FOR ME 
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Familiar Faces to Represent Branches 
At AGVA’s. June 5 Confabs on Coast 


The American Guild of Variety+ 
Artists is casting virtually the same | n | 
talent as delegates to its annual | The 1913 Bernhardt Bill | 
convention which will be held this ‘ | 
year at the Roosevelt Hotel, Holly-|_.. ar New York. 
wood, June 5. Although this pro- | Editor, VARIETY: pha OE 
cedure assures the presence of dele- My apology to the following great 
gates familiar with the union’s artists for not including them in| 
problems, same faces also tend to | ™Y article on Sarah Bernhardt as | 
provide the same viewpoints that having played on the bill with her | 








prevailed in previous years. at the Palace in 1913. The bill 
Balloti nd nied sleted last | “45 4s follows (not in running | 
alloting was ast | order) 


week, with count made by the Hon- Billy V. Van & Baumont Sisters, | 
est Ballot Assn. -— ‘Ethel Green, Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy | 
From the New York branch, Red | Barry, Isabelle D’'Armond & Frank | 


Buttons, who collected the highest | Carter, Wyckoff & Vanity, The Gee- | 
number of votes with 693, will be Jays and motion pictures of Mme. 


accompanied to the palaver by| Bernhardt at home in Brittany. | 


Dewey Barto, Jackie Bright, Peter|)\me. Bernhardt played " 


Syd Slate, Joe Smith, 
Swann, Alan Walker and Jerry 
Wayne. matinee and night. 


Chi representation will be by Bill 
Baird, Jack Gwynne, Tom Martin, 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Carl Marx, Sr., Joe Wallace and . eye 
Dick Ware. ta "Adgeles veuad Theatre Availability 


powers will be delegated to Al Her- | 
man, Larry Rio, Harry Rose, Rex | 
Weber and George West. 

Jimmy Judge is the Baltimore | 
delegate; Danny Creedon is the 
Boston rep, Lenny Paige the Buf- 
falo delegate and Lester Lake and 

(Continued on page 55) 


Omaha, May 20. 
What shapes up as the best local 
stage attraction season 
time is in booking process. 
| states Theatres is making 2,800-seat 
| Paramount available for more stage 














FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON. | fare than ever. The World-Herald 


presents 


Good Fellows has two shows booked 
already, an operetta and a ballet, 
and will put more into Techncal 


| highschool auditorium. 

| Wrestling is getting its biggest 
play in City Auditorium with one 
bout a week. Smallest crowd was 

3,700 while as high as 5,000 have 
crowded in to see the grunters. 
Boxing is n.s.g., about 3,000 being 
the limit. 

“Darkness at Noon” closed the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
series of three last Friday (9) at 
Central high auditorium. Western 
League baseball attendance is 
sharply off. 





Now Appearing 
ANCIENNE BELGIQUE 
, Antwerp, Belgium 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY. PARIS 


MICKEY DEEMS 


“FOR LAUGHING PURPOSES ONLY” 
Currently 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 


Doubling at the 
LE RUBAN BLEU 
































NEW YORK 
TELEVISION NIGHT CLUBS 
8 Ti Ed Sullivan’ r 
ma may the oo aay . Lecheut Seade knee Ky. 
Cavakade of Stars and Others 
Cavakade ¢ Bands THEATRES 
The Kate Smith Show Paramount, New York 
Chicage, Chicage 
and Others 
Direction: MARK J. LEDDY and 
LEON NEWMAN 


i\last week 


“Tosca” | 


in a long} 
Tri- | NY. 
lthat the circus, which ended N. Y. 


Dallas’ New Icer 
Dallas, May 20. 
The néw ice revue which opened 
(15) at the Century 
Room of the Adolphus Hotel has as 
its theme “Summer in Texas,” pro- 
duced by Dorothy Franey. Troupe 





includes Patty Greenup, Phyllis | Shoyer have been signed to do the 
| music. 


Kirby, Jane Zeiser, Val Ray, Gloria | 
Kuenkel, Bobby Temple, Bill Jor- | 
dan and Renny Roberts. 


Herman Waldam piays for show | Ann Barrett’s Pitt Preem 


and dancing. 


Circus Acts to Retain 





Ringling Bros. and Barnum &| apparently too much for singing 
Bailey Circus and the American; comedienne’s 


Guild of Variety Artists have 
worked out an agreement whereby 


. F , " . acts in the circus will retain their} was taken to the Allegheny General | 
Chan, Jack Gilford, Bobby Jordan, | Monday matinee and night, “Une membership in the union. Last sea- | Hospital in a critical condition. 
Russell | Nuit de Noel” Tuesday matinee and | son, performers joined the union | 


| effect. The performers will be re- 
|tained as members of AGVA dur- 
ing the entire year. It’s believed 


| run Sunday (11), paid the initiation 
land first dues payments for the 
| acts. 

| Agreement was made with 
circus officials by Vic Connors, 
| whose resignation as outdoor or- 
ganizer was picked up 
land AGVA national administrative 
|secretary Jack Irving. Parleys 
iwere started during the winter 


when the show was in its Sara-| 


sota, Fla., quarters. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 20. 

Birthday greetings to Robert 
Lewis Dutton and Charles W. Gyif- 
fith, both Variety Clubites who are 
progressing nicely. 
| Ruth Burke, cashier of the Loop 
Theatre, Toledo, took 15 months to 
regain her health that rated her 
an all-clear to resume work. 

Elsie Brennan shot in to cele- 
brate the great comeback of her 
daughter, Audrey Lumpkin. 

Al Brandt handed the observa- 
tion department gang a _ snack 
buffet party on his birthday. 

Among the new guests on obser- 
vation who rated a top clinic for 
the first time are Thomas Lewey, 
Helen Vick and Raymond Mc- 
Carthy. 

Louise Noll, exec secretary to 
medical director Dr. George E. 
Wilson, back on the job after three 
weeks of vacashing in Pittsburgh, 
Washington and N. Y. 

Eugena Meo, RKO staffer from 
the N. Y. office, took exactly six 
months to find out that she was in 
the pink and rated an all-clear. 

Appointments that are equiva- 
lent to unlimited exercise, includ- 
ing all privileges, were granted to 
Ray Weese, Oklahoma City Warner 
Bros. manager; Paul Hein, N. Y. 
musician, and Stephen Baranek, 
WB manager in Yonkers. 

Forrest (Slim) Glenn and Ray 
Weese have been appointed flag- 
bearers. 














RECORD-BREAKING ENGAGEMENT. 








ALL ATTENDANCE RECORDS BROKEN AT THE PITTSBURGH, PA 
Thank you, JOHN OWEN, Managing Director, 


Write to those who are ill. 


| 
AGVA Cards for Year | setura to the hometown for an en-| thing that grunts and groans gets 


| 
| 


| 


night, and “Camille” Wednesday | prior to the New York opening, but | 
lsent back their membership cards 
las soon as the engagement was| 
| over. , 
| This season, all new performers 
were admitted into the union at the, 
. | old initiation rate of $50 since ne-| 
Cues Hypo In Omaha gotiations with the circus had been 


| started when the old rate was in| 


the | 


recently, | 


ishe had the original Betty 


Havana Prod. Building 
Unit for U.S.; Fla. Bow 


A cafe unit is being packaged 
by Joe Carlyle, producer at the 
Sans Souci, Havana. Unit is slated 
to open June 12 at the Clover Club, 
Miami Beach. Talent hasn’t been 
set yet, but Eddie Hine and Charles 


This Omaha Promoter 
Grunts & Groans For 
B.0. While Others Moan 


Omaha, May 20. 

Max Clayton is about the only 
amusement man in town with a 
perpetual smile. Clayton holds the 

Kenneth Later Agency will rep| city auditorium license and runs 
the outfit. wrestling and boxing matches there 
weekly and semi-monthly. While 
the boxing receipts haven't been 
anything to brag about, wrestling 
hasbeen a consistent money-maker 
| with attendance ranging from 3.000 
|to 4,500 whenever the grapplers 
| meet. Particularly good at the b.o. 
are the lady wrestlers, but any- 








Delayed by Mom’s Illness 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Excitement over Ann Barrett’s 


gagement at the Monte Carlo was | by for big money. 


: ; -.f.;|  Hoverything else in town is on 

mother who _ suf- ie . 

= , : the.offish sidé. Film grosses have 

Ss s in . 

re ae Soe att me and | been. anything” but ‘cheerful. And 
. | Memorial Day launches the seven- 

week Ak-Sar-Ben races which last 

year carted off nearly $11,000,000 

| via the mutuels. 


Miss Barrett hadn’t played Pitts- 
burgh since the old Show Boat in 
1943, shortly after closing in the 
touring “Panama Hattie,” in which 
Hutton 





San Antonio Hotel’s Face-Lift 
mes San Antonio, May 20 
As a result of her mother's con-| , The Anacacho Room of the St, 
dition, Miss Barrett didn’t open on Anthony Hotel will close June 1 
schedule at Monte Carlo, but|for a facelifting and will reopen 
showed up a night late when some | Aus. 9. Meantime, hotel will use 
slight improvement was noted. The | the Peraux Room, rearranged to 
Monte Carlo date was the first reg-| Seat about 160 guests. 

ular cafe booking for comedienne Bill McCune orch will play for 
in some years; she has been in re-} dancing, opening June 3. 
tirement for some time raising two | 
children. Her husband is Morty 
Bullman, CBS-TYV staff musician. 











N.Y. LQ Dickers Miranda 


Lou Waliers, Latin Quarter, N.Y., 
boniface, is currently negotiating 











for a July date for Carmen Mi- 

randa. If deal is completed, this 

spot will have a _ strong lineup 

which re last until the fall. PATRICE 4AN 
Slated to follow the Miranda date | 

is Martha Raye, with Sophie | HELENE and HOWARD 

Tucker scheduled for an October 

stand here. | Currently 

Capitol, Washington 

Senor Carlos tops June 7 open- Dir.: M.C.A. 


ing bill at Casino Delle Rosa, | 


Per. Mgt. TOM SHEILS 
Rome, for two. weeks. ' 




















Opening May 23 
CHEZ PAREE 
Chicago 


JIMMY HUSSON 


“MR. EVERYBODY” 


Thanks to Messrs. Halper, Schatz, Medlevine, 
Kaiser, Branower and Graham 








Personal Direction 
Paul Marr, 203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 1, lil. 














for making it possible. 


Thank you also, Joe Heller and Jack Kalcheim, for the booking. 





NICK LUCAS 


A REAL HOME SHOW ATTRACTION! 


Thank you, AL LEARMAN, Managing Director of the Portland, Oregon, Home Show, April 18-27, for a wonderful 


-- HOME BUILDERS SHOW, Week of May 5. 


Beep Roberts—Publicity 
$335 Yucca St., Hollywood 28 
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N. Y. Garden Pacts 


At $78,000 Plus % for 26 Days 


Johnny Hamp Quits MAC 
For Willard Alexander 


Johnny Hamp has resigned Mer- 
cury Artists Corp. to join the Wil- 
lard Alexander Agency. He will 
handle cocktail units and will book 
several spots in Wildwood and At- 


Roy Rogers 








Roy Rogers has _ been signed to 
star in the World Championship 
Rodeo to be held at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., next fall. 
1 are Sept. 24-Oct. 19 and 





tes 
nll has agreed to play 42 shows 
in 96 days at the Garden. He'll 

with him his wife, Dale 


pring 
Evans, A 
assortment of animals. 

Rogers’ deal is $3,000 per day 
a percentage of gross above 


com: Pat Brady, plus an| 


lus 


$650,000. 
This will mark the first time 
since 1945 that Rogers has ap- 


ared at the Garden. He worked 


De . 
: rodeo during the war when | 


the 
Gene Autry, who regularly headed | 


the show until then, was in the 
Army. Autry resumed at his dis- | 
charge from the service. 


Ned Irish, Garden veepee, had | 
been after Rogers for some months. | 
He recently made a trip to Houston 
while. the cowpoke was playing the | 
Fat Stock Show there, in an effort | 
to convince Rogers to work the Gar- 
den. Rogers grossed a record $463,- | 
000 in Houston. Deal was consum- | 
mated last week in Chicago. 

The Garden gross dipped 27% 
last year in the absence of a top 
cowboy film name. .The Lone} 
flanger and Vaughn Monroe were | 
the alternating headliners. 

It’s conceded in rodeo circles 
that a top sagebrush filmster is nec- 
essary in the east if high b.o. is to 
be achieved. 

This year’s purse will be about 
$84,000, against last year’s $75,600. 





} 
| 


Martin & Lewis Seek Shift | 
To Coast for Hearing Of | 
N.Y. Copa ‘Breach’ Charge 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis have 
asked the American Guild of 
Variety Artists to transfer to the 
Coast any necessary hearings on 
the breach of contract they are 
charged with by the Copacabana, 
N. Y. Comics declared that inas- 
much as they are under contract | 
to Hal Wallis for two films, they | 
cannot give the Copa any date in 
which they could play off a four- 
week contract they hold with the 
cafe. 


Team was originally slated to 
work the Copa May 1 on a contract 
signed last year while they were 
working the spot. Deal stipulated 
four weeks at $6,000 per frame. In 
addition, Jules Podell & Jack 
Entratter, cafe operators, advanced 
$10,000. to Lewis. 

Comics are said to be willing to 
pay the Copa the face value of 
their contract plus the $10,000 that 
was advanced in order to get out 
from under that deal. However, 
the Copa doesn’t want to accept 
such a settlement. 

A spokesman for Music Corp. of 
America, comics’ handlers, ad- 
mitted the existence of the con- 
tract but that no playdate can be 
given now in view of duo’s pact 
with Wallis. 


Garland Solid $55,600 In 
L.A. Finale; ‘Ice’ $117,600 


Los Angeles, May 20. 

Judy Garland wound up her 
four-week date at the Philharmonic 
Aud, with a solid $55,600 for the 
last stanza, to make for a grand 
total of $224,200 during her stay 
here. She gets 70% under a deal 
With the Civic Light Opera Assn., 
and pays the bill, budgeted at 
around $9,000. House goes dark 
for a week, then reopens with 
Song of Norway.” 
_ After grabbing a solid $85,000 
its first four days, “Ice Capades” 
boomed to a hefty $117,600 the 
Past week at the Pan Pacific, a 
Strong figure, aithough the house 
'S not near capacity. 








N.Y. LQ’s 12-Day Fix-Up. 


f Latin Quarter is slated to ciose 
or 12 days during the summer for 
fenov ations. Spot’s wiring will be 
one over and decor will be given 
i refurbisLing with Franklin 
lughes in charge. 


Boniface Lou Walters has set|. 


hug. 15 as shuttering date. Some 
@nquet bookings had to be shifted 


|of absence for 


| ready have twin boys, about two| 


| old Detroiter who won the 1952 


| Under 


lantie City. 


: Prior to joining Mercury, Ham 
Ginny Baxter Replaces | was with General Artists Corp. . 


Donna Atwood in Icer| 
Pittsburgh, May 20. | e 
John H. Harris, Pittsburgh show- | 100G T B 
man and producer of “Ice Ca-| eXas I 
pades,” last week okayed a leave | 
his femme sstar, | 
Donna Atwood, who’s Mrs. Harris | 


in private life. She’s expecting a| 
baby in October. The Harrises al- | 





Hollywood, May 20. 
Arnaz and Lucille Ball, as 
of ratings on their tele- 
show, “I Love Lucy,” have been 


years of age. | Desi 
To replace Miss Atwood, Harris! a resy)t 
has signed Ginny Baxter, 19-year- 


c ¢ offered a $100,000 uarantee 
free-style championship. Miss At-| against 70° of the salle for a 
wood went into the cast right after| 16-day stand at the Texas State 


the “Ice Capades” opened in Holly- | 


Fair, Dallas. 
wood. 


probably accept. 
Fair, held annually in October, 





j 
‘ m i . | has consistently booked such top 
} attractions as “Oklahoma,” “South 
Paris in NY. 0K Pacific,” Spike Jones, Tommy 
Dorsey, etc. If deal is consum- 
mated, Arnaz says he'll probably 


liam Frawley and Vivian Vance, 
and some- additional acts. Date 
won't interfere with his CBS show 
which is now shooting six weeks 
ahead. Texans had made a pitch 
for Judy Garland, but her other 
commitments tnterfered. 


Arnaz and Miss Ball were sched- 


With 607 US. Acts 
—AGVAto Martini 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists is demanding predominance 





series prevented that. Roxy salary 
would have been $57,000 and over- 
ages for the two weeks. 





Paramount Hotel. Union wants 
will operate that spot, had planned 
With the union demand, it’s not | ” 
Summer Prowl; Fall Names 
those circumstances, it’s | performers for the summer layouts. 
the difficulty in fusing both U. S. | Entratter to look around for lesser- 


defunct Diamond Horseshoe of tie 
60% of the performers to be of | 
U. S. origin. Nachot Martini, who 

? 
to import an entire show from | N.Y. Copa S Low Budget 
France. 
known now what he will do, inas- | oe ti 
much as it will be impossible for| Copacabana, N. Y., is likely to 
him to rehearse the unit in France. | package a series of moderate-priced 
doubtful whether he’ll be able to| Paucity of top headliners is caus- 
open June 5, as slated, because of |ing bonifaces Jules Podell & Jack 
and Parisian performers. priced talent than that to which the 
Martini operates three cafes in|Spot has been accustomed. Copa 


| Paris, the Place Pigalle, Eve’s and | has options on Luba Malina, Mary 


the Sphinx. He had been planning | Kaye Trio, and De Marco Sisters. 

to import around 65 performers, in-| Copa will get the fall season roll- 
cluding a large chorus, for the|ing in high Sept. 4 with eight 
opening show. | weeks of Joe E. Lewis, to be fol- 





® other dates, 


DEERE EOEETOSOLOLTEO CLES E, CURR ERLE, 


——— = 


Preponderance of U. S. players 
has been the stumbling block in 
effecting a contract with AGVA. 
Martini already had agreed to a 
scale which calls for $150 for prin- 
cipals and $100 for chorus (highest 
regular cafe scale), along with a 
six-day week for the line. He had 
also agreed to minimum employ- 
ment of 45. 

The negotiations are in charge of 
the Theatrical Fact Finding Com- 
mittee which comprises the major 
theatrical unions. Solly Pernick, 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, is 
chairmaning the dickering. Ben 
White is repping AGVA. 


Jo Baker and Ex-Mgr. Hit 
With Suit on Book Sales 


Hollywood, May 20. 
Arthur Michaud, former mana- 
ger of Tommy Dorsey, filed a $7,- 
650 breach of contract suit in 
Superior Court here against 
Josephine Baker and her ex-mgr., 
Ned Schuyler, charging they re- 
versed an oral agreement on the 
sale of souvenir programs. 7 
Plaintiff entered into an agree- 
ment with them last July for sale 
of programs at clubs and thea- 
tres where she performs, advanc- 
ing them $1,250. He claims that 
last January they told him they 
would not recognize the pact under 
which he was to get 25% of retail 
price of book. He asks return of 
$1,250 plus $6,400 damages. 


Ed Wynn’s Vegas’ 1-Shot 


Ed Wynn will open with a unit 
at the Last Frontier, Las Vegas, 
May 30. 

No other cafe dates are contem- 
plated by the comic for the time 
being. 











Sidelle to Harry Adler Agcy. 

Ira Sidelle has joined the Harry 
Adler Agency. 

He was formerly an indie per- 
center and prior to that was in the 
cafe department of General Artists 
Corp. 


Paeaecteeeear 


lowed by two weeks of Danny 
Thomas, and repeat dates for John- 
nie Ray and Billy Daniels. Jimmy 
Durante would go in toward the lat- 
ter part of the year or early next 
year, if his video show originates 
from New York. 


MAROUANI-FRERES SET 
U.S. NAMES FOR FRANCE 


French percenter Felix Marou- 
ani, together with his brother, Dan- 
iel, who conducts. an agency in 
Monte Carlo, sailed last week to 
Europe after completing sevéral 
deals. Felix pacted Ethel Smith, 
current at the Pierre, N. Y., to start 
at the Rex Theatre, Paris, July 4, 
and then tour the south of France 
under Daniel’s auspices. Yma Su- 
mac will do a series of concert 
dates along with a stand at the 
Lido, Paris, June 26, for Feljx. 

Daniel Marouani signed Jerry 
Bergen, Hershey & Weismuller, and 
Jane Scott for tours in. southern 
France. Hazel Scott has been pact- 
ed for two weeks at the Drap d’Or, 
starting Sept. 15, and a pair of 
concerts at Salle Pleyel, Paris. 


AGVA Taps Ben White 
For Nat’l Office in N.Y. 


Ben White, who has been an 
organizer in the New York branch 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, has been shifted to the 
national office there. He'll take 
over some of the duties of Vic 
Connors, who left the union sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

White was previously with the 
union in New Orleans and served 
in AGVA's southwest region. 











London, May 20. 
A celebrity audience gave Hilde- 
garde a sock welcome-back ovation 
lat her opening yesterday 





For Arnaz-Ball 


|}ery’s regular five men. 


Arnaz said they’ll | 


take his orch, video regulars Wil- | 





of U. S. performers in the show to uled _to play the Roxy Theatre, 
|be imported for the Casino de Y., during the summer, but | 
|Paris. N. Y.. to be located in the shooting schedule of their tele 


Hildegarde London Click 





Heller Won’t Say It 
With Music in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Deal for Kay 





ler’s Carousel the week of June 2 
was kayoed when Miss Thompson 
said she’d have to have six more 
musicians, in addition to the nit- 
Informed 
that the Carousel bandstand could 
only accommodate the quintet, en- 
tertainer suggested building a plat- 
form extension to the bandstand. 

That did it for Jackie Heller, 
who owns the Carousel and had 
agreed to pay them $4,500 for the 


date, more dough than the spot has | 
He | 


ever shelved out for an act. 
told Miss Thompson’s reps to for- 


| get about his place. 





Omaha Class Cafe 
Sets Name Acts 
To Square Covers 


Omaha, May 20. 
Angelo’s, class spot near down- 
town sector, is determined to 


pioneer top attractions in a tryout | 


via the covercharge route. Spot 
has worked out a sliding schedule 
for the hitherto touchy cover situ- 
ation. Customers here are not ac- 
customed to planking down money 
at the club gates for attractions, 
but Angelo believes they will do 
so for the orch and other lures he 
is bringing in. He gave the name 
policy a lengthy workout to whet 
appetites before giving them the 
news about the cover. 

Acts that cost in the $2,500 
weekly bracket, house figures, 
ought to get $1 at the gate. The 


and below that, 50c. It’s going to 
be a matter of education here but 


'as the customers have flocked to} 


th. names so far, it’s figured they'll 
continue. 

Mary Kaye Trio closed last week. 
Current is Pee Wee Hunt and band. 


Thompson & the | 
Williams Bros. to play Jackie Hel- | 


$1,750 attractions should pull 75c. | 


Bookers, Burned, Now Steering Clear 
Of Disk Clicks at Stratosphere Fees 


* Vaude bookers are begigning to 


| Shy away from the record name 
| packages. The talent pacters, hav- 
ing taken a lacing on some of the 
| Setups that have been peddled, are 
now extremely wary of booking 
vaude bills merely on the strength 
| of a name who has crashed through 
with one or two disks. 

The bookers feel that they have 
been taken—but good—by some of 
the packages advanced by the per- 
centeries. The standard fee for the 
units, which usually include mere- 
ly one disk name plus three sup- 

orting acts, has been going at 
$7,500 plus overages. In many situ- 
ations the losses have been ex- 
tremely heavy. 

The sole exception, these days, 
is Johnnie Ray, who has been hit- 
ting SRO biz_in most situations. 


| Otherwise, the bookers haven't 
done toc well with most disk- 
evolved personalities. Loew cir- 
cuit has been the major sufferer. 

The agencies are still concocting 


some packages, but the takers 
aren't as numerous. For example, 
| Music Corp. of America is building 
a unit around the Four Aces. That 
office “.as been probing the buyers, 
but hasn’t come up with a taker on 
those terms. As a result, they'll try 


to offer the layout to arena and 
auditorium managers on a one- 
nighter basis. 

| Failure of the bookers to take 


to the platter name bait is seen 
causing some _ difficulty among 
agencies in more ways than one. 
Aside from not being able to move 
the diskers into theatres, danger 
lies in the fact that the percent- 
eries won’t be able to pay off on 
promises made to some of the per- 
sonalities. The offices have been 
telling acts to come under their 
wing. With the first record that 
hits they'll put them into the cushy 
brackets. It’s not likely that they’ll 
be able to get these top dates at 
prices that have prevailed, since 
bookers won't take a chance. 

| The only possibility seen open is 
for the- record acts to come in at 
straight percentage deals. When 
that happens, the act with a top 
etching will feel that it’s being 
sold short, and there will be con- 
siderable dissatisfaction. 

| The one solace is moving singers 
with one or two records into cafes. 


Set to open for a week May 29 is| There are many niteries shopping 
George Shearing Quintet. Muggsy for record toppers exclusively. 
Spanier & Dixieland Band opens| These spots comprise considerable 
June 5; Red Ingle, June 19; Billy! playing time, but they aren’t pay- 


Williams Quartet, Art Tatum, Slam 
Stuart, Oscar Moore and Ronnie 
Eastman will follow in succession. 
Others booked for later are Ella 
Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Nino 
Nanni, and Nellie Lutcher. 

Omaha, with its 350,000 metro- 
politan area population, ought to 
come through for these attractions, 
Angelo believes. If the cover tariff 
idea succeeds, Angelo says the 
sky’s the limit. 


Tony Martin, Other Names 
Set for Hawaiian Time 


; Hollyw6od, May 20. 

.Tony Martin goes to Hawaii jn 
September in one of a series of 
quick deals set over the. weekend 
by Fred Matsuo, Hawaiian show 
promoter; Others set are Frankie 
Laine, July; Weavers, August; 
Johnnie Ray, and Les Paul & Mary 
Ford. Frank Sinatra recently com- 
pleted a trek there. 

Acts play 2,000-seat McKinley 
Auditorium, Honolulu, at $3 top 
and $1.50 bottom, doing six shows, 
then six more in nine-day tour of 
islands. 


Friars Re-Elect Berle 


The Friars Club N. Y. branch has 
re-elected Milton Berle, abbot; 
Harry Delf, dean; Alan Corelli, 
secretary, and Carl Timin, execu- 
tive director. 

The new prior and treasurer, re- 
spectively, ate Joe E. Lewis and 
Dr. S. L. Meylackson. New mem- 
bers of the board of governors are 
Robert Alda, Fred E. Ahlert, Frank 
Gallop, Louis Schenfield, Ed Wein- 








| George H. Solomon and Jack E. 
Leonard. 








(Mon.) | 


|at the Cafe de Paris here. Singer | calist with Al Donahue orch and 
did a hep 60-minute stint which now doing a single, goes into the 


‘resulted in a click. 
She’s in for four weeks. 


|Silver Slipper, Las Vegas, Friday 
1(23) for two weeks. 


er, Earl Wilson, Myron Cohen, Dr. | 


Antonina, formerly featured vo- | 


| ing the coin that the disk-clickers 
feel they are entitled to. 





Tennessee Govenor & Co. 


Threaten to Whoop It Up 
For ‘Opry’s’ N.Y. Astor Bow 


Nashville, May 20. 


“Grand Ole Opry” headliners’ in- 
vasion of New York via summer 
stand at Astor Roof beginning May 
26 may be attended by a planeload 
of Nashville boosters, including 
Tennessee’s governor. , 

Gov. Gordon Browning is ‘sched- 
uled to make the trip to appear 
briefly with ‘“Opry;’ personalities 
who lead off series of two-week 
bookings at the Astor. Talk here is 
that 50 or more Nashvillians. plan 
to fly to Gotham for opening night. 
The governor will appear on sev- 
eral radio shows and visit Mayor 
Vincent Impellitteri during his two- 
day stay. 

First contingent of entertainers 
from 22-year-old hillbilly radio 
show originating in Nashville in- 
cludes Rod Brasfield, Whitey Ford 
(Duke of Paducah) and Minnie 
| Pearl. Portions of the .Saturday 
night “Opry” in which they appear 
will be broadcast May 31 and June 
7 from NBC’s Belasco Theatre. 

Not known whether Presidential 
| candidate Sen. Estes Kefauver (D., 
Tenn.) will be on tap with his coon- 

skin cap. 


MCA’s Staff Pep Talks 


Music Corp. of America will hold 
|a Staff meeting in Detroit at the 
end of this week to discuss band 
| and act problems in that area. 
Larry Barnett, MCA veepee, will 
‘chairman the palaver. 

Attending will be Charles Rich- 
ter, of the Minneapolis staff; Verle 
Bogue, of the Detroit office; Bill 
Breitel. Cleveland, and Jim Brey- 
‘jer, Chicago. 
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bits. Her topper is a special-ma- 
terial lyric (“Gable Is as Able as} 
| Ike”), based on the current Presi- 
| dential race, a good idea that fal- 


Hotel Plaza, N. Y.- 
(PERSIAN ROOM) 

Lisa Kirk (with Sid Bass at 
piano), Bambi Linn & Rod Alez- | 
ander, Dick LaSalte’g, Orch, Mark 
Monte’s Continentals;  $2-$2.50 
cover after 9:30. 

For a two-act ‘bill the current 
Persian Room bill should. justify 
especially in the show- 
casing of a new dance team in 
Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander 
(New Acts). The bh sndlining act 1S 
isa Kirk, the slender ex-chorine 
who made good in the sroadway 
legit musicals 

Miss Kirk has gained consider- 
able stature since she made her first | 
Broadway appearance a itew yeal’s 
ago in the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical, ! 
wav she has gotten a lot of confi- | 
dence. Perhaps a little too much | 
confidence. 


most tastes, 


| ters lyrically. 


aeccomp. 


the layout. 

does a_ niity 
comp, with the maestro at the pi- 
ano, while 
entals handle the Latin rhythms. 


Miss Kirk is nicely costumed to 


| American ep-| 
istakes, Roger Dann acquits him-| 
| self ereditably,.with, his good looks, 
}show her physical attributes. id pleasaD Se erindieate a great fu- 
Bass does a.neat job as the piano ture as a sofig-pérsonality, despite 
his salesmanship, but his 


Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 


(MAISONETTE) 
Roger Dann, Milt Shaw and Hor- 


ace Diaz orchs; $4 minimum. 


A comparative newcomer in the 
French-singer sweep-| 


voiee .and personality. 


forte 


and is an exciting finish to the 
show. : 


Four dancers, Maria Aranda, Ra- 
mon Almeda, Esmeralda and Jose 
de la Mota, reveal perfect preci- 
sion with unique rhythm effect. 
Rosario Caro is a powerful war- 


Town Casino, Baffalo 


Buffalo, May 17 
Hazel Scott, Bud & Cece Robin. 
son; Lenny Paige, Lew Seiler 
Frank Palmer, Wallace & Gale, Tic 
Toc Timers, Meyer Balsom Orch, 


bler who comfortably dispenses |"? Cover or minimum. 


with the mike, and Ricardo Blasco | 
is a top-grade guitarist. 





Town Casino is coming down the 


Show, which was doing near Ca- | seasonal homestretch with a num- 


pacity biz on opening night, is ad- 
mirably backed by Billy Sproud’s 
orchs who also offer terping mu- 


The Linn-Alexander team Opens) might tie in the thesping end. Hej sic with the Don. Carlos. Samba 


overall musical ac- 
Mark Monte’s Conti- 


Kahn. 


Ambassador Hotel, L. A. 


(COCOANUT GROVE) 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Frank Sinatra, Eddie Bergman 


“Allegro,” and along the | Orch (12): $1.50-$2 cover. 





Frank Sinatra has opened a 


| three-week stand in this plush ho- | 


As a singer Miss Kirk knows her | tel room as his first local nitery ap- 


way around a lyric, though at times 
she oversells But her main fault 
is in doing a recap of her brief 
career with the sort of references 
to Rodgers & Hammerstein and 
Cole Porter that only an estab- 
lished star could make. 
may one day be that kind of star— 


pearance. ‘Singer, working hard to | 
better his public relations, should | 
move a step further along that 


lroad during the local run if the 


impression created at the opening 
continues. However, it doesn’t} 


ords will fall or be approached 


but she hasn’t yet reached that | during the engagement. 


stage. And come to think of it, the 


Opening night, Sinatra gave out 


Dick LaSalle’s band | }a9'a4 neat dramatic quality in sell- | band. 
ing the lyrics. 


Dann is tall, suave and has a 


great deal of charm for the dames, | 
though at times he is overselling a} 


little too much, especially when he 
leaves the mike and patrols the| 
room with a too fragrant charm 


that glistens along with his equally | 


charming white teeth. It’s a mis- 
take in this room for a singer of | 
Dann’s type to roam the area with- | 
out a handmike, since there are| 
too many dead spots here that de-| 
mand use of a mike at all times. 

Dann is dishing out nothing more | 
than a standard routine of French | 
tunes intermixed with American. | 
A fault lies in his lack of novelty 
or special material, though, overall, | 
Dann goes over, suggesting, in fact, 
that he might be a bet for films. 
He has somewhat of a dramatic 


Miss Kirk | seem probable that any cover rec- background, having been in “Happy 


Time” on Broadway, in addition to | 
having done straight 
parts as well as his own musical | 


greater the star the greater the hu-| with a well-mixed catalog of 12) show cn TV 


mility. 
Miss Kirk has a 


special material, in addition to a 
couple of tunes that she introduced 
in “Allegro” and “Kiss Me, Kate” 
(“Gentleman Is Dope” and “True 
to You in My Fashion’). It’s all 
well-routined though she overtalks 
her announcements and needs more 
polish in handling the audience 
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; | songs, including a medley of three, 
well-studied 
repertory of rhythms, ballads and | 


to a varied reception. 
to his old mark on the soft, roman- 
tic numbers, but they drew the 
least response. The typical Holly- 


| wood opening-night group that had 


the Grove’s 900 capacity about two- 
third full went more for the faster | 
numbers and two special-material | 
tunes. 

These are a takeoff on Judy Gar- 
land’s “Dear Mr. Gable’ special, 
“You Made Me Love You,” and 
“The Wild Goose Mule Train,” in 
which Sinatra speaks his piece 
about the current rave gimmick 
singers like Johnnie Ray. There 
are some good chugkles in the lat- 
ter parody, abetted by Sinatra's 
donning of a coonskin cap and 
snapping a whip for the Frankie 
Laine takeoff. “Birth of the Blues” 
gives singer a chance to display 
enough force to vibrate the mike 
| and it is well received. The opener, 
|“I’ve Got the World on a String,” 
reveals a nervous Sinatra, but by 
the time he goes into “I'll Walk 
Alone” the assurance is back and 
maintained. 


For those who remember and 
| liked Sinatra at his peak, he is best 
jon the medley of “I'll Never Smile 
| Again,” “I’ve Got a Crush on You” 
|and “Someone to Watch Over Me,” 
| although this reception was not 
|general among the Hollywood 
| crowd. He took several hands to 
;round out the 45-minute stint and 

begged off after “When You're 
| Smiling,” “September Song” and 


|“Come Rain, Come Shine.” 


‘with patter intended to be witty. 
|In this department he can show im- 











| provement. 
\ 





change scribes. Brog. 





Milt Shaw and Horace Diaz are 


He was UP | the longtime holdover bands, play- | 
|}ing neatly for show and dancing. 


Kahn. 


Embassy Club, London 


London, May 8. 
“Fiesta,” with Maria Aranda, 


Ramon Almeda, Esmeralda, Jose | 


|de la Mota, Rosario Caro, Ricardo 
| Blasco; Don Carlos Samba Band, 


| Billy Sproud Orch; $4.50 minimum. 





| The Embassy Club is 


| through a phase of favoring color- 
|ful dance units for its cabaret 


|and finding it quite profitable. 
| Started it at the beginning of the 
| year with the engagement of the 
| Claude Marchant company and the 
|run, originally scheduled for some 
| six weeks, was extended to almost 
four months. Now it has a Span- 
ish company that shapes up strong- 
ly to repeat that initial success. 

| It’s a small company compris- 


tarist, but altogether they bring 
all the traditional Spanish style 
_rhythm to their presentation. Scin- 
| menco numbers embellished by the 
| use of castanets, and a guitar solo, 
| are the basic ingredients in a pro- 
| gram pruned to 40 minutes. 

Early part of the act, however, 
| could be strengthened by remodel- 
|ling. After the opening number, 
; there is too long a gap before the 


01 L -|mext dance is staged, with inter- 
| Sinatra breaks up his songalog 


vening time taken up by the gui- 
tarist and -chantoosey. Another 
dance routine interspersed between 





If the humor’s his| these items would give the pro- 
own, he needs a comedy writer. If | duction a livelier start. 
it’s purchased material, he needs to|corception of 


The final 
Ravel’s “Bolero,” 
however, more than makes amends 


| straying, so reformed her layout. 


dramatic | 


| established and feet planted firmly, 


going | 


tillating hoofing routines, vivid fla- | 
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El Raneho. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 14 
Celeste Holm, Buddy Ebsen, The 
Vierras (2) with Tippy & Cobina, 
Jerry . Bresler, Joy Walker, El 
Rancho Girls (8), Ted Fio Rito 
Orch (10); no cover or minimum. 





Ultra-smartness of certain songs- 
piels almost had Celeste Holm 


ber of banner attractions which 
should keep the spot high in tie 
running until its announced clos- 
ing date in mid-June. Current b | 
headed by Hazel Scott is mostly " 
routine runoff, but the provocative 
and hard-working ‘star still whams< 
the proceedings for the diners ind 
carries off the show for fine 
turns. 

Bill is paced by Lenny Pnaio 
who is just completing his steenth 
season as m.c. here. Bud & C 
Robinson, who open the show, are 
warmly received as familiar favor- 
ites. Act is now w.k. hereabouts 
and the’ two fresh-appearing 
youngsters cofld do with a spot of 


re- 


roped and branded as too Gotham- | novelty in their routine. 


ish for this larrupin’ town on open- 
ing show. However, the chirping 
blond comedienne noticed how far 
some of her. little dogies were 


Holm is definitely on the range 


| now, and riding high with homes- 


pun comic Buddy Ebsen and the 
Vierras’ ribtickling simians, Tippy 
z Cobina. 

Jump from musicals to nitery 
floors can bring on palpitations, 
even among the topmost. Once 


going is a breeze for Miss Holm. 
She brightly howdiés with “Most 
Unusual Night,” then plucks a 
ringer from “King and I,’ the 
light-hearted “Getting to Know 
You.” Bells ring and whistles go 
off during her reprise of ‘‘Girl Who 
Can’t Say No,” clinching any 
doubters remaining. First hunk | 
| of special material hits all types | 
of tablers with clever verbiage 
| about psychotics in general en-| 
titled, “I’m Normal,” and good for | 
| way above normal mitts. 

Tanget into romantic monology 
is encased within choruses of 
“Where Or When,” a boy-meets- 
girl scripting. Rollicking ‘No| 
Business Like Show Business” sets | 
up another type of gab between 
verses—an actress receiving three 
people backStage in her dressing 


including woman from hometown, 





tongue, and a cornball. Serves as 


| bowoff, but repeated applause and | 
'cheers bring her back for brief | 
ing four dancers, a vocalist and gui- | 


spell in blue spot, ‘Wish We Had 
a Clock That Had No Hands.” 


| El Rancho Vegas, being the hotel 

nitery of continual surprises, ad- 
ding and subtracting acts almost 
at moment’s notice, latched onto 
Buddy Ebsen couple of days before 
opening. He crammed a bunch of 
ideas together for a full turn, only 
to be notified upon arrival that his 
was a brief opening slot plus 
emceeing. He does okay in his 
prime notch, warbling, terping and 
chawing a few crackers over the 
barrel. (See New Acts.) 

Doubtless, by now, Tippy & 
Cobina have heard of the Lew 
Lehr line and have switched it to 
their own purposes, “People are 
the cwaziest monkeys.” Whether 
they use it or not is difficult to 
surmise, the act cavorting along 
in pantomime, with Manuel & 
Marita Vierra doing what talking 
| there is. 
| The monkeys have been trained 
, to a T, exhibiting a musica! fillip 











who holds a couple of bananas is 


tween the pair (of monkeys) fin- 
ishes that. Topper is Tippy’s tem- 
peramental musicianship at a 
special electric organ, fingering 
special stops and bringing forth 
“People Will Say We're In Love.” 
Nothing but yocks all the way. 

_El_ Rancho Girls fire off eap 
| pistols in salute to Helldorado days, 
town’s annual frontier hoopla, and 
perky Joy Walker romps like a 
cayuse. Production number fea- 
turing Buddy Ebsen, Joy Walker 
and all chicks winds up in a terrif 
| Charleston. Will. 





room. Types wow the house with | 
“you don’t remember me, but—,” | 


another actress with an adder’s| 





side-splitting. Eating contest be- | 


| with maracas and bongos, fli | 
| stand by Tippy, another tune joust | a, 
| Via a samba with instruments a 
| ukulele and tiny toy piano. Cobina’s | 
| running gag mugging at ringsider | 


Frank Palmer, uncovers a pow- 


| erful baritone to excellent advan- 
| tage in four well delivered num- 


bers, including “Donkey Song” 


| Wallace & Gale’s ballroomology is 


strictly conventional and Lew 
Seiler contributes his standard 
comedy turn, embracing some 
character songs and a Sotch drunk 
bit for bow-off. 

Recently back from a European 
and Israel jaunt, the sultry and 
dynamic Miss Scott, backed by 


| bass and drums, proceeds to get 


the Customers off their seats. 
Pianist is going stronger than ever 
and continues to be an inimitable 
performer in her own _ idiom. 
There are few artists who can hold 


(Continued on page 50) 
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Tewn Casino, Buff. 
a nitery crowd transfixed with 
25-minute piano routine, 
spersed with only a couple of 
songs. It’s an effort—physically 
and artistically—which only a top 
performer could unleash. 


Her “St. Louis Blues” (recently 
recorded for French Decca) and 
“Chicago Fire” are shining ex- 
amples of the Scott metier, and 


her closing “Tea for Two” theme | 


song, with its original 
is distinctly 


variations, 
trade-marked The 
two vocal numbers are delivered 
in peak form “You Better Go 
Now,” from “New Faces,” done 
with especially telling tonal ef- 
ects, and the Rodgers & Hart “‘Lit- 
tle Girl Blue.” the encore, is even 


iS 


more so. Miss Scott drew heavy 
palms from the diners and was 
forced into half a dozen bows at 
show caught. 

Meyer Balsom’s house’ crew 
paces the show musically and the 
Tic Toc Timers take care of the 
customer dancing. surton 





Palmer Bouse. Chi 
(EMPIRE ROOM) 





Chicago, May 15. who has 
Dorothy Shay (with Russell; wine trade in the past. At the ; 
Black), Bobby Winters, Merriel| same time, boniface Gene Vogeler | thickly 
Abbott Dancers (8), Marshal! Gill,|is attempting to infuse some new | 
Eddie O'Neal Orch (12); $3.50/|life into Broadway showcasing | 
minimum, $1 cover. with new talent and set Lupino & 
one |Urbina for this show. Unfortu-| 
Dorothy Shay, the  city-wise| nately, femme sprained an ankle | tle, 


country gal, is making her annual 
stand here, seventh since she was 
first seen by Merriel Abbott, Hil- 


ton Hotel's entertainment director. | 


Southern miss is expensively 


gowned and full of new special ma- | 


terial about the foibles of the sexes, 
but it’s still the earthy “Uncle 
Fud” that gets the best response. 
Most of her new songs are in the 
more sophisticated vein and don’t 
gather as many yocks as the tales 
about the mountain folk- which 
made her famous. Of the newies. 
“A Real Big Spender” seems to 
have the most appeal. Chanteuse 
gets a real big mitt for her chatter 





a| 
inter- | 





asides and quips at the photogs an 
other help. 

Bobby Winters, the only other 
‘act on the bill, does the standard 
ltennis ball juggling for a starter 
but turns to some strong tricks 
with his Indian clubs to get better 
attention. He makes a few inten- 
tional misses and then sews things | 
up in fine fashion with some rapid } 
switehes of tambourines. 

Merriel Abbott Dancers have 
only one number, but it shows 
imagination telling about the life | 
of a hat from babyhood to old age. | 
There’s good vocal backing by Mar- 
shall Gill and the gals step out for | 
pleasing specialties. Zabe. 





Havana-Madrid, N. Y.- 


Cartos Ramirez, Luis & Leonore,| please attitude, puts the former 
Guy Martin| Phoenix radio warbler into the 


Hank Whitehouse, 
Line (5), Rene Touzet and Jose 
Curbelo orchs; $3.50 minzmum. 

| 


The Havana-Madrid is currently | 
going through a programmatic 
‘metamorphosis. Spot is making a} 
bid for the tall coin with this bill 


via the booking of Carlos Ramirez, |Jambe” for opener. 


land couldn’t open. 
“Lenore (New Acts) subbed. 
Ramirez has worked many top 
|rooms in New York. He’s a class 
baritone with highly cultivated 
| pipes of concert calibre who brings 
la thoroughly commercial sense to 
|cafe work. Repertoire in this in- 
stance is topped by “Granada” and 
there are subordinate works in- 
cluding a : 
| This program proves okay for the 
dinner trade, although for later 
|showings he’ll have to include 
‘some of his pashier notes such as 
|*Beguine,” which is one of the top- 
pers in his catalog. Ramirez hits it 








= for top palmings. 
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RKO LYRIC 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
Personal Management 
ROSS FRISCO 
100 Boylston Sr. Boston, Mass. 





There’s a departure here with 
the booking of Hank Whitehouse, a 
corn-rigged comic dancer. Mayhaps 
it’s an attempt to get the peasant 
parties that formerly hit the near- 
|by Iceland, now defunct. White- 
| house does the comedy hoofing that 
has been a staple for many years, 
|in the groove that goes with derby 


}out fairly well. 

The Guy Martin-routined line is 
well costumed and numbers go off 
well. Rene Touzet does fine at the 
showbacking chores and Jose Cur- 
bel!o provides a lure for the rhum- 














baddicts who frequent this spot. 
| 








Jose. 
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PARK: CLIFFORD 


“World’s Only Harmony Singirg Acrobats’’ 


CAPITOL THEATR 
JACK DAVIES 








Played— 
CHEZ PAREE 
Chicago 
+ 
CHICAGO 
THEATRE 
Chicago 
« 
SHOREHAM 
HOTEL 
Washington 
me 
BEVERLY 
HILiS CO 
CLUB 
Kentucky 
s 


MAY 22 


WASHINGTON 
D. C. 


D BY 

48 W. 42@th ST. 
N. ¥. C. 
PL. 7-1880 


d | Jahns Orch (11); no cover or mini- 
mum, 


Juan Luis & | 


neweomer, “Hipocrita.”’ | 


and oversized garb, and it works | 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 15. 

Rex Allen, Irving Fields Trio, 

Les Bassis (3), Walter Long, John- 

ny G’Brien, Kathryn Duffy Dansa- 

tions (7), Normandie Boys (3), Al 








Booking the divers western 
plainters, twangers, bleaters, saw-| 
yers, and live operas sans hosses| 


week is okay, but many Vegas nit-| 
eries have been stuck with their| 
boots off after the shootin’ fades, 
Not so the Thunderbird in preem-| 
ing Republic’s Rex Allen for his 
first nitery yodel. With a solid 
corps of supporting acts, the cow- 
boy pic star seems destined to 
bring in capacity biz for the full 
fortnight. 

Garbed in outfits no self-respect- 
ing poke would scare a range horse 
with, Allen makes a colorful splash. 
Warmth and open personality, 
withal wide-eyed and eager to 


| 


winner's circle. (See New Acts). 
Irving Fields Trio cantinues 
through the current casement, rop- 
ing in the same peak huzzahs. 
Fields’ florid pianistics tantalize 
table-sitters into foot-tappings and 
glass-plinking as he zips “Mambo | 
Followup is | 





been a lure for the Latin | much too involved for this room— 


a concertized “Gershwin Medley,” 
virtuoso and requiring 
much band brass. Inserts a new 
| keyboard etching, a 25-year piano | 
cavalcade. In this he harks back | 
to Confrey, Lopez, Little Jack Lit- 
Duchin, Waller, Basie, and | 
closes in with Carle, Cavallaro, Au- | 
| gust, Barclay Allan, and Del Woods. } 
| Many receive mitts, but Fields’ 
| between gab stops the progression | 
fand spoils entire effect. Should 
keep fingers going on keys while | 
|chattering, or change conception | 
|to let audience do a bit of guess- | 
jing. Winds up with his fancy “Oye | 
| Negra,” with Henry Sargent’s bass | 
| orgies. | 

Les Bassis are another sock im- | 
port. Two guys and a gal undergo; 
‘the greatest caper in foot-juggling | 
| seen on this nitery belt. Showstop- | 
ping act rivets every eye from first | 
| pedal balances to flash finale. (See 
New Acts). 
| Walter Long is 
er in search of an act. Held over| 
| into current cycle, Long is expand- | 
|ing his legmania, and should have 
perfected a pretty fair routine by | 
close of his Vegas showcasing. | 
Every click and nuance are crystal | 
clear as he steps off to “Save Your | 
Sorrow” after a tossaway vocal. 

Neat way of getting about and 
still making every tap count is re- 
vealed in “Wilhemina.” reprise of 
Long’s pic chore in “Wabash Av- 
}enue.”” What may develop into his 
best whirl is called, “39 Steps,” 
utilizing flashbacks into types of 
terps and accomping music. Leads 
into a leggy Charleston for solid 
palms. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations put 
on some fetching haymow cos- 
tumes for curtain-raiser, ‘Havin’ 
Any Fun.” Finale is carry-over 
“On the Town,” watch had to be 
dropped past two weeks because of 
show length. Revival has Long in- 
viting Thelma King, Anita and 
Babs for a bit of schmoos. Johnny 
O’Brien and Normandie Boys fill in 
vocal gaps capably. Al Jahns Orch 
solid, with special kudos to 88’er 
Fritz Becker. Will. 








| which Bf 
Comedian Dave Barry, a familiar 


tion and his mirthfully plaintive 
song, “Nothing,” all ring the bell 

Cecil Golly orch with singer 
Mildred, Stanley again are in the 


groove. Rees. 


Biltmore Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 14. 





Jon & Sondra Steele, Dave Barry, 
| Whitson Bros., Biily Reilly & Bon- 
| nie Menzis, Bob Hoffman, Dorothy 
Dorben Dancers, Hal Derwin Orch; 
\for annual Helldorado front ier $1-$1.50 cover. 


—_—_— 


of Gershwin’s “S’Wonderful” ang 
ta sympathetic treatment of “Sep. 
tember Song” draw okay mitting. 
Gabbing between songs is kept to 
a minimum as are the dramatics. 
Raymond Chase in the second 
spot has an interesting enough act. 
but a group of three regular con. 
certina numbers leaves something 
to be desired as nitery entertain. 
ment. On the second show of open- 
ing night, Chase eliminated 4 
lengthy half-talk, half-song item 
|which sharpened routine consider. 





“Sugar ’n Spice” show, topped | ably, but it wasn’t until he brought 


by Jon & Sondra Steele, 
well-balanced 


clicko after a slow start. 


Steeles had to beg off after some 


socke vocalizing, and terrif ivory 
ticking by Jon, but act had 


selection of material at 


a polite response. 


a jazzed-up Chopin's 
Waltz.” Duo smashes over é 
Can't Take It With You,” special 
routine, to get big house com- 
pletely on its side 
with its disclick, “My Happiness,’ 
is strong. 


face in L. A., wows them with new 
monolog material. Particularly 
good are impressions of British 


|thesps, Arthur Godfrey, a private | Ongl Room. 


eye, and a Chicago politico. 
routine on current politicos, now 
standard part of every comics 


his sallies too seri- 
but he makes strong returns 
pay off on his impresh of Sen. 


house takes 
ously, 


in-| Estes Kefauver, which brings top | 


yocks. 

Whitson Bros., comedy -acro 
team, miss all the way, with both 
their stunts and material anemic. 
Billy Reilly & Bonnie Menzis dis- 
play sharp precision and coordina- 
tion with top terping, Bob Hoff- 
man’s pipes are powerful and 
pleasing, and the Dorothy Dorben 
terpers are striking in three spec- 
tacular production numbers. 

Hal Derwin’s orch, backing the 
show and providing the 


sic, does a capable job. Evad. 


a polished hoof-| Mt. Reyal, Montreal 


Montreal, May 17. 
Clark Dennis, Raymond Chase, 
Rita & Alan Farrell, Max Chami- 


tov Orch (8) with Norma Hutton, | 
mins | 
| 


Dick 
mum. 


Marshall Trio; $2.50 





The standard formula for a cafe | 
is offered this week in the} 


show 
Normandie Room of the Mount 
Royal Hotel. The vocal corner is 


taken over by Clark Dennis who is | 


making his initial bow to Montreal; 
Raymond Chase and his collection 
of straight and gimmicked concer- 
tinas takes the novelty spot and the 
ballroomology is cared for by Rita 
& Alan Farrell in average fashion. 

Tenor Dennis, who recently 
switched from Capitol to Decca, 
has an unlimited repertoire and a 
voice that is surefire for those who 
want true piping withowt any of 
the fake vocal calisthenics now 
being displayed for bobbysox wails. 
Arrangements for the most part are 
above average and guy handles 
some eight numbers without forc- 
ing or straining. A breezy version 


to | reprise of the cakewalk, etc 
warm up the audience, due to poor 
outset. 
Titian-haired Sondra tees off with 
“September Song,” and while she 
gives it top handling, it earns only 
Hubby half of 
team clicks on “Blue Tango” and 
“E Minor 
“You 


Team encores | 


dance mu- | 


presents | out his-two midget’ concertinas th.j 
our of entertain-| f 
|ment for clients of this mammoth | DOtice. Introducing this part of his 
| bowl, and opening show wound up| 


}the mob took more than casi! 


act earlier would do much to en 
|phasize his more serious sides 
Dancers Rita & Alan Farrel! ) 
-|four with their oldie group, the 

, rating 
| best plaudits. ‘ie 
| Norma Hutton adds much visu- 
ally as the femcee and then does a 
few vocals with Max Chamitov’s 
orch between shows. Dick Mar- 
shall’s trio takes over from Chami- 
tov in the interlude spots. Newt 


Sheraton Piaza, Boston 
(HUTS ROOM) 
Boston, May 
“What's New!” with 
Rhodes, Hal Hackett, Billie Ha 
Jack Marlin, Richard Goltra, Do 
| Schmitt. Composed and produced 
| by Wilson Stone. Harry Marshard 
| Orch (7), Ted Rolphe: $1 cover 
| Mon. to Thurs., $1.50 Fri.-Sat 
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| Showeasing the talents of six 


slick-looking youngsters, this cap- 


}equipment, misfires somewhat 4S/ syle revue adds: up to lively, fresh 


j entertainment with apparent en- 
| thusiasm of kids reflecting solidiy 
on reaction of first-nighters. While 
| its neither sophisticated nor in- 
| digo-tinged, the most hard-boiled 
j}and jaded nitery habitue shou'd 
enjoy the brightness purveyed by 


|}the talented youngsters in the 
| brief (40 minutes), well-balanced 
| production. 


| Teeing off in typical revue fash- 

ion, the cast, three gals and three 

boys, prance around while vocaliz- 
(Continued on page 53) 
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and 


GORMAN 
King Recording Artists 


Successful Winter Engagement at | 


'f} THE PATIO, Palm Beach | 


Booked by 
| HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 


| 152 W. S4eh Se. 600 Lincoln Rd. 
New York Miemi Beach 
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Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURAMT AND GAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
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Hotel Nicoliet. Mpls. 
(FLAME ROOM) 

Minneapolis, May 17. 

Stoner & Dennis, Lou Wills, Jr., | 

Cecil Golly Orch (8) with Mildred | 

Stanley; $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 





Two acts traveling as a package 
deliver satisfactorily to give this 
smart bistro pleasing floor enter- 
tainment. Singing comedians Ston- 
er & Dennis vigorously and effec- | 
tively assault the risibilities and 
somersaulting, dancer Lou Wills, 
Jr., finds the range to provoke cus- 
tomer gasps. 

Song, for the most part, is| 
Stoner and femme partner's me- | 
dium for amusing domestic bicker- | 
ing in their roles of the Joneses. | 
Losing no time in getting down | 
to spatting, they tee off with a| 
lively and clever exchange of | 
melodic domestic repartee, “You | 
Do, I Don’t.” They vary the vocal 
pattern occasionally by tossing in 
verbal brickbats about matrimony. | 
Stoner also breaks away from the | 
quarreling long enough to lampoon 
a borscht hotel circuit square | 
dance caller and deservedly lands | 
heavy laugh dividends. | 
Sensational spot front and back. 
somersaults and amazing fuil-| 
twisting butterflies punctuate the | 
fast tapping of personable Lou | 
Wills, Jr. Versatile performer also | 
demonstrates plenty of ability to} 
handle a song number and has a 
knack for comedics. His Ray Bol- 








lining me at the SEVILLE 





THE MONTREAL STAR: 


THE HERALD: 


date. Extremely likeable.” 


Currently appearing 








ger impression, acrobatic conversa- 


48 W. 48th Street, New York 


“Thanks MARK MEHR and ROY COOPER for head- 
HEATRE, Montreal.” 


KEN BARRY 


“KEN BARRY had the audience roaring!” 


“KEN BARRY, @ fine young comic, should be @ cinch for an early retur® 


CAROUSEL, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Opens May 22—Casino Theatre, Toronto 
Direction: PHIL-WEB ATTRACTIONS 
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A Smash Hit 


Frank Sinatra... 





at the 
Ambassador 


Cocoanut Grove 
Los Angeles 


“Frank Sinatra, making his first local night 
club appearance, should hold his old fans, win 
some new ones, if opening night impressions 
continue. Singer was up to his old best on the 
soft, romantic ballads. However, it was the 
faster tunes and novelties that rated the’ best 
response. Brought back for a beg-off, Sinatra 
closed his stint with ‘September Song,’ and 


aaa 


‘Come Rain, Come Shine. 
DAILY VARIETY 


“Frank Sinatra is a real click at the Cocoanut 


Grove .. . nothing but sincere raves.”’ 


HARRISON CARROLL, 
L. A. Herald Express 


“Sinatra has put together a fine solo act 
for his first Los Angeles nitery appearance. 
And the patrons are plenty enthusiastic in 
their reception. There just isn’t any crooner 
around that can bend a note like Frank, who 
is still the master of phrasing as far as we're 
concerned. It’s really enjoyable to hear a good 
vocalist do justice to some of the all-time song- 
hits, and when Frank does them—they are done 
right.” 


HOWARD McCLAY, 
L. A. Daily News 





Thanks. Fellows 


“Frank Sinatra made his first local cafe ap- 
pearance in the Cocoanut Grove last night. 
Perhaps his bobby-sox trade has strayed to 
the more hysterical appeal of mental wreck 
Johnny Ray but Frankie won‘t miss them. His 
Grove engagement must win him a whole new 
audience. Sinatra was a tremendous hit. . . 
a relaxed and thoroughly delightful performer. 
A lot of them have come up since Frank Sinatra 
first started with Tommy Dorsey, but of them 


all, Frank is the boy who’s really got it.” 


PAUL COATES, 
L. A. Mirrer 


“Frank Sinatra’s smash success at Cocoanut 


Grove woweeee!”’ 
EDITH GWYNN, 
L. A. Mirror 


“Frank Sinatra made his initial appearance 
at the Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoanut Grove a 
successful one with a display of smoothly sung 
swoon tunes that were excellently suited to the 
romantic decor of the famed spot. In his usual 
easy-flowing, friendly style of singing, he soon 
proved that he lost none of his showmanship 


effectiveness.” 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 





























$2 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 








New 


BAMBI LINN & ROD ALEX- 

ANDER 
Dance 
14 Mins. 

Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 

Not since Marge & Gower Cham- 
pion stirred show biz with their 
vitality and imagination has there 
been a dance team with the youth- 
ful verve of Bambi Linn & Rod 
Alexander (Mr. and Mrs.), who are 
making their first bigtime nitery 
appearance currently at the Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room. They are 
somewhat rough in spots, but with- 
in the next few months, with ad- 
ditional playing, they should reach 
their peak. 

Both Miss Linn and Alexander 
manifest ballet backgrounds, and 
they have strong personalities to 
match. They’re expert on the pre- 
cision stuff, and their routines 
show considerable imagination in 
the musicomedy idiom. ‘Alexander 
is the pair’s choreographer. 


They're a goodlooking team, | 
neatly costumed, and their num- 
bers reflect their versatility. They | 


go all the way from straight terps 
to ballet, including a syncopated 
satire on oldtime vaude, the vari- 
ous styles of musical shows, mam- 
bo, etc. They’re proficient in all 
the dance forms, though Alex- 
ee shows one weakness, in the 
ifts. 
This duo can fit anywhere. 
Kahn. 


REX ALLEN 

Songs 

24 Mins. 

Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


There is almost an echo of some | jmports 


western plainters extant as 


Acts 


him up as a contender for such 
bookings. Republic pic background 
in their stable of “he went thata- 
ways” goes a long way in marking 
Allen as a good lure in many 
locales. For novelty, he might 
even be a good draw on the Main 
Stem. 

He’s goodlooking, friendly man- 
nered, youthful, and togs himself 
in the accepted fashion for cowboy | 
celebs, with penchant running. to 
“designed” outfits, holster, boots, 
Stetson, etc. Vocally he’s not a 
mark above the others mentioned, 
but since requirements for such 
ditties do not call for Met timbre, 








: ° Rex of flamenco routines. 
Allen takes to his guitar and moans 


|the Allen pipes will suffice. 

Steps eff with “Plain Old Coun- 
itry Boy” and ‘Tumblin’ —| 
| weeds,” both pops in the western | 
| catalog. Palavers briefly about life 
ion the old ranch down in Phoenix, 
| using such typical grazers as “We | 
| had one old cow who didn’t give | 
| any milk at all, so we sold him.” | 
Resumes with a yahoo of “Wa-| 
| bash Cannonball” shoots off his 45s 
in midst of more recollections, 
| leading into “Gotta Have My Baby 
| Back.” Receives accolades from 
|Texans present during “San An- 
|tonio Rose,” then goes folksy with 
| “Streets of Laredo.” Begoff tune, 
‘“Tuck Me to Sleep in My Old 
| Kentucky Home,” is stomped with 


| Dixieland beat for rousing returns 
ie tables. Will, 
JUAN LUIS & LEONORE 

Dance 

10 Mins. 


BUDDY EBSEN 
Dance-Songs-Comedy 

12 Mins. 

El Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas 

Buddy Ebsen has been around 
fo a long while dishing up his 
drawling jokes, clod-hopping terps 
and twangy ditties. Vet of musi- 
cals, pix, etc., humorist works on 
a nitery floor in the same_unhur- 
ried fashion that has. marked his 
other ventures. He’s almost a bit 
too easygoing in his El Rancho 
Vegas stint, particularly as a prime 
act. 

Last-minute booking had him 
reach in his satchel for a routine 
which might suffice, only to have 
some of the ideas chopped upon 
arrival. Not only did he undergo 





ithe rigors of‘ re-routining, but had | 


the chore of emcee foisted upon | 
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Unit Review 


Mardi Gras in Rio 
(ALPINE VILLAGE, CLEVE.) 
Cleveland, May 12. 
Diosa Costetlo’s “Mardi Gras in 
Rio,” with Miss Costello, Roberto 
& Alicia, Lola & Lita, Don Rey- 
nolds, Fabio, Line (8), Davis En- 
nis Orch; produced by Mervyn Nel- 
son for Frank Sennes; choreog- 
raphy, Peggy Genders; $1 cover, 
$1.50 weekends. 





On its opening night, Diosa 
Costello’s new revue ran close to 
90 minutes. That was too long— 
and it’s been tightened consider- 
ably since then—but even in its 
original form the remarkably ver- 


|his burly shoulders. 


| things moving. In his-own depart- 


- , \satile star, her fast-stepping dan- 
He’s not a show skipper in any | cers and their color-splashed num- 
sense of the word, lacking that | bers made the show zip, along. 
effervescence ~ needed to keep | After being doctored by Mervyn 
Nelson, who produced unit for the 
ment as a homespun character.) Frank Sennes agency, production 
he’s okay. Leads off with a couple| comes closer to being as explosive 
of fair stories into soft show fling.| a, its former Bloody Mary singer 
spiced with comedics. Chants a! from “South Pacific.” 
tune called “Alimony,” containing | There’s a real passionate Latin 
chuckles, then calls for some ~g00-| favor that goes further than mere 
fus” music to back his clogs. Gets} fanny-shaking. Acts are adroitly 
in some funny hoof licks while! poutined in a contagiously high- 
rounding the floor. | spirited. fiesta atmosphere that is 
Getup is western, with incongru-| made picturesque by hoofers’ un- 
ous note of brown and white/ usually large wardrobe of flashy 
sport shoes adding to his whimsical | tropical costumes and_ constant 
manner. In production number | swirl of feet flying in rhumba or 
| with line, dons striped blazer and | mambo time. 
straw topper for ensemble soft Miss Costello herself seems to 
shoe, duo-terps with Joy Walker,| be all over the hydraulic-rising 
and bowout ‘Charleston’ for big| stage, changing costumes at least 
mitts. Will, five times. This raven-haired, half- 








Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 

| -Juan Luis & Leonore are Cuban 
who work out an expert set 
At this pceint, 
| work looks like they’ve made too 


the Tin Pan Alley ditties conceived |many concessions to commercial- 


for the cornbelt. 
Tennessee 


In the Wakely- | ism. 
Ernie-Arnold-Williams | eo] 


Routines lack some of the 
or of the more authentic prac- 


school, Allen’s nitery debut sets | titioners. 











DARVAS 
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Their heel-clicking is okay, and 
there are some colorful passages. 
|Male’s solo, although vigorous, is 
marred by a femme choreographic 
conception. Team’s garb is authen- 
tic and their musical scoring makes 
excellent listening since it includes 
such faves as “Fire Dance,” ‘“Mala- 
guena” and “La Vide Breve.” 

Jose. 
JEAN LEON DESTINE 
Haitian Dancers (6) 
Dance 
5 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Jean Leon Destine and his Hai- 
| tian Dancers have been imported 
| by 20th-Fox to hypo exploitation 











=eion “Lydia Bailey” which opens|*Wheel of Fortune” 





JAY MARSHALL 


No Connection 
with 
Jack Denton 
or 
Jay Seiler 


Management: 
MARK LEDDY 











next at this house. They have made 
tele appearances and show a con- 
}cert style which could work out 
well in class as well as mass sit- 
| uations. 


Unfortunately, at show caught, 

Destine and his cohorts were lim- 
ited to one number, a colorful voo- 
doo-tinged routine that gave only 
|an indication of the contingent’s 
possibilities. Work looks like it’s 
| well disciplined and has authentic 
| background. The: short space of 
(time wasn’t sufficient to provide 
;enough variety to point up their 
| full potential. Since there’s enough 
| personnel in this troupe, Roxy’s 
| Surrounding production obscured 
‘team’s full value. Jose. 


























CURRENTLY JUNG HOTEL 


DANCERS APPLAUDED ‘The Procters are lvhe simusus 


inal in- ' 
p wpe yy y relees ‘Shes hesome 
pe seems by ect + seasuel me- @ velupmous, animal 
pe and mood =Theirs ic @ South Guat 1 cuest piomting to Gn eye. 
Bee love fentesy in which they ‘The bromerd couple. dancing Bare. 
eehib © parr of hendsome bodies foot in the scantion of gard tom. 
chether ms wisp of srbre-striped Gnatrere callie agility and ge 
tore through « reunee 
oon am, Same mein, tote cause to haps bos cies wit Oe 
by parteer Coerge whe tosses her 
Sey ste opemsen, does ms ballet ® BOMARD s40080 
style The act garners increasing THE TIMES-PICAYUNS 
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pint spitfire keeps things hopping 


SUNNY GALE with her amiably salty humor, her 





Songs friendly kibitizing with ringsiders 
| 10 Mins. |and vivid showmanship in many | 
| Paramount, N. Y. widely contrasting specialties. 


Doubling as an exuberant emcee, 


Sunny Gale is another in the 
long -line of warblers who’ve— hit 
personal: appearance paydirt via a} 
click waxing. Current bigtime spot-| a squatty, homely-faced Tonkinese 
‘ting comes on the heels of her|crone from “South Pacific.” This 
standout etching of “Wheel of For-| Bloody Mary transformation in the 
tune” for the indie Derby label.| fifth act : 
Although rendition of the same} prise that her beautifully rendered 
number here doesn’t hit with the | “Bali H’ai” brings a rafter-shaking 
same sound excitement projected | salvo of applause. ; 
on wax, Miss Gale displays a neat; Grouping of four young men is 
| visual-vocal appeal for good vaude-| just a bit self-conscious or hammy 
iTV results. |for a few seconds, but star’s ap- 
| She’s a blonde with pealing voice and Don Reynolds’ 
|bounce, attacking each number/| warm tenoring of “Younger Than 
with a contagious ebullience. Her} Springtime” in brief prolog sets 


ning gown to the drab makeup of 


lots of 


she shifts from a sleck white eve- | 


is such a dramatic sur- | 


voice fits into current pop pattern, 
sounding at times like a mixture of 


Johnnie Ray and Dinah Washing-}| more 
| hipping around two gobs and GIs | 


ton. It’s big, tricky and emotional 
and hits with impact. Belts out 
“Please Don’t Talk About Me 
|When I’m Gone,” “Out In The 
Cold Again,” “Them There Eyes,” 
for solid re- 
| sponse. 
| Her stage deportment is first- 
rate but she should try to back 
|away from the mike when she hits 
ithe big notes. Pipes: are strong 
enough to carry across without this 
' mechanical crutch. Gros. 
| JOHNNY CONRAD DANCERS (5) 
| Dance 
| 25 Mins. 
| Chez Paree, Montreal 

Johnny Conrad and his four 
pocket-sized dolls are a cinch to 


| the scene most effectively. Line of 
eight exotic looking senoritas add 
more atmospheric help by hula- 


in silvery fluorescent outfits. 
Making another fast change, the 


star bounces back an act later in| 
a black-and-white sequin gown to} 


shout a Puerto Rican version of 
| “Be-Bop Rhumba.” She also does 
;an extravagant takeoff on Johnnie 
+ Ray while doing her fiery “Baba- 
lu,” before going dramatic again in 
;}a “mamma” song medley. She 
chants it with rich-toned, touching 
intensity in-Latin, English and Yid- 
dish, for a sock finish in “‘Yiddishe 
Momma.” 

Another phase of the fantastic 
Costello personality emerges in a 
rather spectacularly staged “Pea- 
nut Vendor” closer, when headliner 

tomboyish in white’ pedal 


| goes 


bolster any big revue, and their} Pushers to teach male ringsiders 
off-beat choreography and precision | how to rhumba in one quick lesson. 


hoofing should be an asset to visual | 


medium, particularly video. 


solo spots and the obvious inter- 
play between him and his deadpan 
cuties, although based primarily on | 
the innovations of Jack Cole’s cafe | 
efforts, maintains ringside _ atten- | 
tion at all times. Following a_/| 
lengthy opening stint, Conrad re- | 
turns midway to display his tap 
talent with a fast interpretive num- 
ber and then a soft-shoe version. 
Guy has plenty of terp savvy but 
can cut offerings considerably with- 
out losing effectiveness. Their 
final try to “Song of India” shows 
off the femme side of act to best | 
advantage. Newt, 


GAIL PALMER 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Chez Paree, Montreal 


Gail Palmer, making her local 
debut in current Chez Paree layout, 
shows definite possibilities as a pro- 
duction or solo chirper, granted a 
little more experience and a more 
relaxed manner around the mike. 
Miss Palmer has a flair for clothes, 
her figure is okay and trim appear- 
ance offsets a surprisingly big 
voice Which registers easily in all 
corners of the room. Material being | 
used at the moment is suited only | 
to the big, brassy type saloon. If | 
gal wants a crack at the intimeries | 
she will have to switch from the 
Get | Happy” and “Them There! 
Eyes” kind of number and intro- | 
duce a torchant or two. 

Apparent nervousness and anxiety | 
to please on this showing tend to | 
throw thrush off stride and she | 
rushes through songs with hardly 
a break, which destroys general | 








pacing, Newt. | 


This is a throwback to the era when 
she and Desi Arnaz heated up New 


Conrad, of course, takes all the | York’s old Conga Club. She loads 


the nurhber with “bottom-waggling 
horesplay, informal repartee of an 
impudent sort, and leaves the 
breathless visiting firemen con- 
vinced that she’s a great personal- 
ity gal. Corny it may be, but deftly 
handled with amusing mockery. 
_Roberto & Alicia in the trey spot 
give it an-unusual vividness as a 
hep Spanish ballroom team. Dash- 
ing flamenco rhythms and fiery 
8ypsy dances are executed by this 
handsome, youthful couple who 
have fortunately escaped Broad- 
way's Stylicizing influence. Their 
graceful air of vitality and enjoy- 
ment seems to be as authentic as 
their fascinating peasant dances. 
Slapstick stuff is broadly deliv- 
ered by Lita, the wackier half of 
poo mee prongs Fas ste duo. Skidding 
round on ski-like shoes, hoki 
ballet dancers and rym 


keeping a half- 13 x Siase,  Beme New 
ag oe penning, he . an an- Rg uit, ee Gon. Cons, Co ktall 
ntomimist of th Dresses, Formals, ete. 
school. who rahe fp oeust old || WARDROBES From HOLLYWOOD 
b grabs a satisfactory || 365 sth ave. (eth St.) MU 9-2289, Rm. 1008 
number of yocks. His buxom y : : J 


them as his assistan 

Fabiola, one of three male . 
ers, with the femme line, ene 
plenty of attention with his in- 
credibly nimble, free-wheeling na- 
tive terps. Eight coryphees look 
pretty and spirited in colorful num. 
bers created by Peggy Genders, 
Vocals for them are furnished by 
ae nae clear, engag- 
ing tenor is not drowned o ° 
ing all the hub-bub. —— 
_ Sounding like Tony Martin at 
times, Reynolds is an extremely 
personable, personality boy whose 
chantings of “Old Black Magic,” 
“Beguine” and others in his own 
act are nicely sold. Dave Ennis’ 
house orch, augmented by Miss 
Costello’s personal music conduc- 
tor, has a lot of tricky rhythms 
to handle, but it comes through ad- 
mirably in the rhumba-samba-mam- 
bo department. Pull. 


blonde partner pushes too hard for 
t, 





E. Liberty, Pa., Spot 


Bought by Tyro Duo 
Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Johnny Brown's Club in East 
Liberty has changed hands again, 
with a couple of newcomers to the 
nitery field taking it over this time. 
They are Emory Neubauer, a for- 
mer New York dentist who recent- 
ly settled in Pittsburgh after being 
mustered out of the Army, and 
Anthony R. Syzmanski, a local man 
whose father once ran a tavern on 
Diamond St. They bought the spot 
| from Nat Moss and are changing 
the name to the Famous Door 
when they begin operating it, end 
of this month. 
| Johnny Brown, who had pre- 
| viously peddled the place to Moss, 
|refused to permit the continued 
| use of his name following the sale. 
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WHEN IN BOSTON 
it's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 








Something New & Exciting 


Clotlies used by the Stars in Pictures and 
from their personal wardrobes. Yours at 
fabulous savings, 

Custom Made and originals from top desigo- 












































THANKS 


FOR MAKING 


LIKE IT HERE, 





TO ALL THE AGENTS, PRODUCERS, DIRECTORS, 
MUSICIANS, AND ALL OUR FRIENDS EVERYWHERE, 
IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO CELEBRATE 
OUR 4TH SUCCESSFUL YEAR IN HOLLYWOOD. WE 





Gratefully, 


Al Berkman 
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er with a selling style, is playing a ree, | 
| return in the spot where she broke Chez Pa » Montreal 


: he Montreal, May 27. 
in and the training by her hus- : : 
\ tena. Axel Stordahl, arranger and Merry Mutes (2), Johnny Con 
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[music director for Frank Sinatra,| 7%, & Dancers (5), Gail Palmer, 


ry " 
Night Club Reviews | 
lis evidenced by improved artistry. Ricky Hale,. Boots McKenna Line 


Continued from page 5¢@ 

: : s , an P (7), Palm -.de Luca Orch (8), 
Sheraton Piaza, Boston | ful and production simple but ef- | There's pace and ea to her Sa] | Peter Barry Quartet with Maria 
¢ with fast segue to bit spot-| fective. Musical backgrounding is |'"& 2n¢ her pop styling suits well) Bianco; 85¢ admission. 
lighting attractive thrush Elise| handled by Marchard crew with | the mene SS Saeee. , Spectas 

ig rae and baritone Hal Hackett,| Stone augmenting at 88. Ted | Material on her takeoff of Broad- d 
Rhode: hie “When I See Him.” A | Rolphe keeps the customers happy | way musicals tops her repertoire; Although heavy on the dancing 
Muck followap intros Billy Hayes, | “uring intermissions playing and and gets her off to resounding ap-|side, the current layout at Chez 























a ‘ . lause. Her warm personality and} Paree i » of the best in s . 
k fol tros | singing requests. Elie, | Pla " or we pers y ar aree is one of the best in some 
a pint-sized, oa Bam i . | bright gowning are a‘ pretty pic- | time. Because of the seemingless 
Who One ade oo od Video . with tture in the spotlight’s glare. endless parade of guys who ‘do 
‘a nt 5 20, / 7 ; ; : . . : 
keel Goltra Jack Marlin and Mocambo. L. A. | Fontaine is new to this. nitery | impresh stuff to records, there was 
l é ’ ; A ‘ . goalae enin ¢ ce é 1e a¢ " . Pig s > 7 oe ¢ » by > 
Elise Rhodes postoring as cowpoke, Los Angeles, May 13. et and shapes up as a comic ofa sort of ho-hum attitude by the 


; J > utt ¥ . , tnino unde > ale » . 1 »s | Crow ie he Merry M 2s (Phil 
wrestler and cooking expert us une Hutton, Frank Fontaine P d rubted talent , He combine ee d when t 1€ Me rr} N ute PI 
a picte d rig TV Jz ck Marli Eddi Oliver Orch (6), Felia monology with mimicry to good Er ickson and Dick V an Dyke) made 
e -. via . a Wie n iat . 4 ‘ 
, ] } . ] . . N T id ] B . yy) eff t < i » *¢ e ) th pas CG are ‘e > ) * an 
' ale wit ses carbons of Laine. la tinique Lati 1 and (4 ) . $ ec and would hav c com ( ff elr apt earance on the fic ol i d 








: “over even better had his material been | announced they had a few platters | 

‘cks Vallee and a bar 57° * i ; y haa % é 

Eck 1 hs, nine ae eed -— sharper. His impressions of Ar-|they thought might amuse And 

id a ” for hen oA oO An hour of pleasantly diverting thur Godfrey and Winston | amuse they did. For a solid 25 min- 
Kiec a, . De 


; lentertainment is on display at| Churchill provoke a good round of | utes, the team ran the gamut from 
Other ensemble bits include aj| Charlie Morrison’s Mo that should|!laughs and he wins over the|the inevitable “Baby, It’s Cold 
serio One for the Road” type | well fill the wait until Joe E. Lewis | Packed room with his John L. C.| Outside” to a hilarious takeoff*on 
tabbed Swell, W asn’t It? = fea- | moves in for a stand. Two singles| Siboneey. character from _ radio,| Johnnie Ray which got them off to 
turing the chirps of Elise Rhodes | comprise the full bill, June Hut-|imitatively close to Red Skelton’s| biggest reception of night. The 
as igo gle | rl of Doris | ton supplying the songs and Frank | dopey bumpkin. He'll be. coming | Mutes have developed this parttcu- 
Si - = . nt windup, Back | Fontaine the comedy. Sans big|/up on radio this summer in his/!ar form of entertainment to it’s 
in the Routine, with zany|names, they overcome that with vane : 1rty peak; they manage to twist the off- 
Billie Hayes, in circa 1920 costume, | palatable fare and satisfying re-|°”™ CBS show, but TV «vould 





ties as Bing Crosby, Mary Martin 
and Nelson Eddy are standout. 

Teeoff in revue goes to Johnny 
Conrad and his handsome four- 
some of femme hoofers (New Acts), 
who do two big numbers laced with 
a solo session by Conrad, who clicks 
with some nifty tap arrangements. 
Chirper Gail Palmer~(New Acts) 
makes her Montreal preem in this 
show and essays a-rousing group 
of songs that please. 

House singer Ricky Hale is ade- 





quate in the Boots McKenna rou- 
| tines which are the most ambitious 
ito date, despite confliction with the 
/Conrad outfit. Palm de Luca’s orch 
lis steady with both the show and 
dansapation stuff and Peter Barry’s 
rhumba combo keeps the Latin- 
inclined patrons in the_ right 
groove, Newt. 


Satchmo’s Detroit Week 
Detroit, May 20. 
Louis Armstrong and his Dixie- 
land jazz concert group will head- 
line a Fox Theatre show beginning 
Decoration Day (30) for a week’s 
engagement. 














; ~~ |the-cob stuff with some surprise| Others on the bill will be Fran 

Charlestoning madly. Music, writ-| sults. show off his talents to much better! gimmicks that register solidly.| Warren, Ben Beri, and Wells & 
. Tile ~ . Wt } . ae ‘ [> o on? . ¥ vi ' 7" 

ten by Wilson Stone, is fairly tune-! Miss Hutton, a personable sing-' advantage. Helm. '!Their caricatures of such personali- the Four Fays, 
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Roxy, N. Y. | 


Georgia Gibbs, Jean Leon Des- 
tine & Haitian Dancers (6), Jimmy 
Nelson, Steve Condos & Jerry 
Brandow, Gae Foster Line, H. 
Leopold Spitalny Chorus, Paul Ash 
Orch; “Kangaroo,” reviewed in 
current issue of VARIETY. 








The Roxy’s programming for his} 
session is predicated largely upon | 
the lure of videe. This batch of 
talent set by booker Sammy Rauch | 


| 


are tele staples. Apparently theory | curtain and shows the elephant and | 


is that TV trailerizes the shows. 


For example, Georgia Gibbs and | flash, a bang, the white curtain is 


Jean Leon Destine (latter New 


Acts) were on “Toast of the Town” | js gone. Trick is done so suddenly 
the preceding Sunday; Jimmy Nel-| there's a little chance for audience 


son is a regular on the Milton 
Berle show and Steve Condos & 
Jerry Brandow are frequent tele 
guests. ; 

Production coupled these with 
acts makes for an entertaining 
stanza. Miss Gibbs, whose Mercury 
platter of “Kiss of Fire” is on the 
bestseller lists, provides the major 
name value. She is no stranger to 
this house, being best remembered 
for her appearance with Danny 
Kaye. She works up to “Kiss” in 
easy stages, preceding that topper 
with “Live Till I Die” and “Cry.” 
In the finale, she fronts the entire 
cast for a getaway in some cute 
terping. 

Jimmy Nelson works as though 
he’s used to longer siretches of 
time. Style is leisurely, but ulti- 
mately this ventriloquist gets the 
crowd. His gab is bright, and he 
manipulates a trio of dummies in 
a manner that ingratiates itself 
with the crowd. He's off solidly. 

Steve Condos & Jerry Brandow 
are, vigorous terpers who throw in 
a little instrumental work for suc- 
cessful results. They are fine tap- 
pers and their work is appreciated 
by this house. 

Most of the acts should have 
worked longer, but obviously the 
length of the pic, “Kangaroo,” mil- 
itated against stretching the vaude 
presentation. The 
come off well and the H. Leopold 


punctuation for the acts. Jose. 





Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, May 15. 


ery, Hollywood Scenic 
gowns, Adrian; costumes, Jacques 
Gordon Rolf, musical 
twice nightly. 





sents his one-man magico here 





audience participation. 
fairly entertaining and 


im participation and finishes earlie 
than other vaudery at this No. 
Scot music-hall. 


forced procedure with a house no 


descents 





gals, this persuasion 


of house lights and mustering o 


stubholders for stage participation |iS one of the best layouts to hit 
is frequently carried out with: | this Harlem flagship in some time. 


awkwardness and embarrassmen 
for all. - 


Twenty-one scenes are run off, | 
majority with skillful manipulation | 
by Calvert. He produces lighted 
cigarets by the score, yards and 
makes a 
dance 


yards of silk material, 

borrowed handkerchief 

spook-style on the stage, and pre- 

sents. “Hallev’s Comet,” conjuring 
| memories of the late Howard 
} Thurston. 
Not nearly enough is seen of 
Calvert's leading lady, a sweet- 
smiling looker, Ann Cornell, who 
has one singing spot though she 
does appear in other scenes. Her 
i “Celestial Meiody” stint, in which 
she. swings aloft on a moon cres- 
cent, owes much to neat lighting. 

Throughout the 

skillful lighting plays a large pari 


in addins to the deception. High- | 


light is Calvert's “Television Eve 
Mystery.” in which he offers £ 1,000 
to anyone proving that secret as- 
Sistance is rendered him during 
presentation. Star invites two 
gents up from audience who plaster 


his eyes with adhesive tape. Then | 


he proceeds to identify articles 
held up by members of the audi- 
ence. He succeeds with most of 
the articles, failing, at show caught, 
only with unfamiliar articles like 
marbles and pencil-sharpeners. 
Daringly defying current public 
feeling against stage hypnotism in 
Great Britain (following recent 
mishaps and Parliamentary de‘yate), 
Calvert seemingly hypnotizes, or 
+ it 


2 Ut i t 


line routines 


Spitany Chorus provides vocal 


John Calvert Productions presents | are their trademarked “Sit Down 
“Fantasy,” starring John Calvert, ; 


and featuring Ann Cornell; scen- 
Studios; 


director; 


Six-footer John Calvert, Ameri- 
can magician and film actor, pre- 


with assistance from loads of glam- 
our gals and using considerable 
Show is 

causes 
much puzzlement among stubhold- 
ers, but is obviously drawn out to 
include more-than-normal aud 


Calvert is dapper and confident, 
and frequently descends from the 
stage to make friends with patrons. 
He does this right at start, a 


yet warmed up. Throughout the 
show, his femmes make frequent 
‘ into the auditorium to 
bring up young men as witnesses. 
Thanks to gracious ways of the 
is not as : 
embarrassing as it might be to|™usic and comedy antics of Louis 
many in the audience. Switch-on | Jordan (reviewed at the Earle The- 


uts to sleep, three young males 
rom the audience during one 
routine, following this by produc- 
ing from their mouths a series of 
white ping pong balls. During this 
act he makes a subtle crack about 
stage hypnotism in the U.K., which 
garners not unfriendly laffs, 

Second half of show is poorer in 
quality, and the finale is a bit of 
a letdown. Calvert brings on an 
elephant named Jumbo, introduces 
it to crippled moppets brought up | 
from auditorium, then lowers a| 
a blinding 


its shadow. There's 


| raised and, presto, the pachyderm 


|to appreciate its effeet. Gord. 


Casino, Toronto 


Toronto, May 16. 
The Four Lads, Larry Storch, 
Chuck Brown & Rita, Bobby Clark, 
Madeline & Linder, Jimmie Cam- 
ero, Archie Stone House Orch; 
“Chicago Calling” (UA). 





On their own since February, 
the Four Lads, who jumped to at- 
\tention as background to Johnnie 
| Ray, are headlining at the Casino 
|here but join the “Cry” baby for 
|a seven-week contract in New York, 
|this starting next week (28) with 
teeoff at the Paramount. Quartet 

(Jimmy Arnold, Con Codarini, 

Frank Busseri, Bernie Toorish) 
jare on to a rousing ovation that 
| is packing in the jean-teens, but 

also gaining appreciative applause 

of adults. 
Nice-looking youngsters, in Gor- 
don tartan mess jackets, open big 
with their bouncy “Shine” and go 
into “Cloud”-and “Wabash Cannon- 
ball” to terrific applause from an 
2udience that periodically breaks 
into tempo hand-clapping plus 
those sighs and/or squeals from 
the down-fronters who, when they 
are not sitting through two or 
three sessions, are jamming the 
stage alley. 

On the bouncy numbers, the 
boys are hep with the collegiate 
concerto calisthenics, but group 
for the more restrained “Turn 
Back” written by Bernie Toorish. 
Top request numbers, and the 
ones the customers are waiting for, 





You’re Rockin’ the Boat” and 
their plaintive “Just Say I Love 
Her.” Lads are on to salvo recep- 
»|tion and carry this through for 

some 40 minutes of the 72-minute 
stage package to ovation begoff 
when caught. Here is an act for 
any medium. 

Whole surrounding bill is swift- 
*| paced on diversity, notably Larry 
Storch for his travesties on BBC 
sports announcers; Chuck Brown 
& Rita for their comedy bar work; 
Bobby Clark for his clever puppet 
manipulations, complete with bal- 
loon-blowing and a clever strip- 
tease finale; Madeline & Linder 





Paramount, N. We 


Nat (King) Cole (4), Sunny 
Gale, Alan King, Johnny Coy, Russ 
Case Orch (15); “Rancho Notori- 
ous” (RKO), reviewed in VARIETY 
Feb. 6, '52: 


Nat (King) Cole carries the ball 
for this Paramount bill, racking 
up a big score in a smash closing 
niche songalog. Supporting acts on 
the bill blend into a pleasant ap- 
petizer, but the main course dished 
out by Cole is the big draw and it 
doesn’t disappoint. His turn, which 
runs a little under 30 minutes, 
never lags and sends the stubhold- 
ers away happy. 

Backed by a trio of rhythm in- 
struments, Cole moves in fast 
with a bright “That’s My Girl,” 
which wraps up aud and sets pace 
for a steady stream of mitt ap- 





click effectively as he belts out a 
mixture of rhythm, ballad and 
novelty items. Cole tune trough 
includes “Unforgettable,” 
ing My Baby Back Home,” “Mona 
Lisa,” “Too Young,” “What Does 
It Take To Make You Take To 
Me?” “Calypso Blues,” “Route 66” 
and “Summer Is A-Comin’ In.” 
It's a hefty offering without a 
single weak spot and it’s to Cole’s 
credit that the aud was mitting 
for more as he closed. _ 


play gets show off to an okay start. 
His nimble footwork builds lots of 
excitement in the opening num- 
ber,. but he fails to maintain pace 
in the closer, a pretentious chore- 


er’s Nightmare.” 


of his machine-gun tapwork. 


yarns about his 


Songstress Sunny 
viewed in New Acts. 


and 
with a 


five reed, six brass 
rhythm, . opens 


job. It’s handled adequately. 
Gros. 





Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, May 18. 


days; “Red Ball Express” (U). 





responds enthusiastically, 


each of four acts. 











1 for their clever terping in the Lat- 
in manner. McStay. 





Apolie, N. Y. 


Louis Jordan & Tympany Five, 
t| Willis Jackson Orch (11), Three 
Rockets, Shoareguard Dancers 
(4), Jackie Davis Trio, Bob Bailey, 
Jordanettes (8); “Savage Splen- 
dor” (RKO), 








Sepian revue, sparked by the 


f | atre, Philly, in last week's Varrety) 


t | it's a fast-paced bill that abounds 
in 


rhythm, humor and terps. 
_ Jordan has sufrounded himself 
in a top production that fills the 


talent, so they can’t miss. 
teamwork is flawless, 


similar units. 


of act. 


cial appeal their 
tumes and looks give them. 





non-Jordan lulls with exuberance. 
He comes on in the closing spot 
with*a flock of tunes which fea- 


proval. His relaxed, stylized pipings | 5 


“Walk- 


ographic effort titled ‘“Tapdanc- 
His mixture of 
ballet and taps doesn’t jell and 
fails to hold aud who want more 


Alan King, a young comic of 
borscht belt styling, comes across 
excellently jn the trey. King’s 
stage savvy and genial personality 
are sock assets and the gab is of 
a personal nature pegged around 
boyhood, his 
mother-in-law, his wife, his chil- 
dren, etc., but it’s all bright stuff 
and nabs solid yocks all the way. 
Gale is re- 
Russ Case, 


who fronts an orch comprised of | named Margaret Milne (who speaks 


brassy 
“Great Day” and then is relegated 
to nothing more than a backing 


DeMarco Sisters (5), Benson & 
Mann, Rudy Cardenas, Three Holli- 


This is an unusually solid line- 
up, with punch in every act. Crowd 
coming 
through with hefty mitt action for 


DeMarcos, bouncy quintet of 
singing sisters, rate their headline 
billing pa a omen poser ny 
routine of sings-with-motions. Gals rsonality in cu 
show result of their Hollywood ex-| pu a ee ee 
perience with more showmanship 
and a more highly stylized act than 
the one seen here last year. The 
girls have youth, verve, and plenty 
Their 
sans any 
pushing for place so often seen in 


Except for some feature work by 
the youngest in “Little Girl From 
Little Rock,” it’s an ensemble type 
They add color to their 
tunes with some bellringing ar- 
rangements and their own unique 
way of adding meaning to the lyr- 
ics with their line work. They’re a 
fast and flashy outfit, with the spe- 
ingenious cos- 


They sock across footkghts with 
a localized version of “I’m Late,” | ted 
| then give that modern touch to the 
ture him in comedy vocals. Best | S¢ntimental cldie, “Pretty Baby.” 


tickling. Best bet is the series of 
inane takeoffs by Benson, and the 
by-play between the two, with the 
rational Mann at the mike and the 
little scrappy comic off to the side 
sans mike. Audience responds with 
plenty enthusiasm. 

Three Hollidays, team of male 
precision terpers, have a slick act 
which rates as one of best pace- 
setters here in recent weeks. Gal- 
leries go for their colloquial type 
of stepping, beginning with a “Top 
Hat” tap number, then on to a soft- 
shoe routine, and winding up with 
}a “choo choo” series of steps liv- 
|/ened by novel fluorescent ents. 

owe. 


Pavilion, Glasgow 
Glasgow, May 14. 
Tommy Morgan Productions 
presentation of “The Morgan Show 
f 1952.” Production by Jeanette 
Adie. With Nicky Kidd, The Four 
Kentones, Jimmy Neil, Noel Tal- 
bot, Grace Calvert, Brogden Mil- 


lard, Margaret Milne, Tommy 
Yorke, Frank Parr, Irene Camp- 
bell, Billy Cameron, Ronnie 


McCulloch, Betty Melville, Harry 
Hankin, Arthur Roynon, The 
Morganettes, Tommy Morgan, 
Arthur Roynon Orch; costumes, 
Mabel Holland; dancing ensem- 
bles, Billy Cameron; additional 


This is a good vaude, well pro- 
duced by femmegger Jeanette 
Adie. It has pace and brightness, 
is well sprinkled with strong na- 
tive Scotch comedy, and features 
several acts with star possibilities. 
Dancing reaches a high standard, 
and the wardrobe is topflight. 

Show is held together by the 
warm, friendly personality of 
Tommy. Morgan, a tall, broad- 
shouldered Scotch comic who 
wears outsize clothes and has been 
featured at this house for years. 
He comics in a bluff Glasgow-ac- 
cented style, and is seen to ad- 
vantage in several sketches, nota- 
bly as a warden in a jailbird se- 
quence. 

Morgan is well supported by 
foils, who include a dumpy femme 


in the best Aberdeen dialect), vet 
actor Tommy Yorke, and a breezy 
Englishman, Frank Parr. His im- 
personation of Oliver Hardy, with 
Yorke as Stan Laurel, is a fine 
piece of pantomine. 

Morgan promotes his own shows 
and, unusual for top artists, isn’t 
afraid to feature new and younger 
performers of promise. One of 
these is a youthful harmony group, 
the Four Kentones, three lads and 
a lass. They are sprightly in pop 
numbers, the femme member being 
particularly bright and chirpy, but 
working her shoulders excessively 
while thrushing. She has a definite 
personality, however, that centres 
interest on an act that’s smartly 
dressed. 

Singing pianist Nicky Kidd has 
more star value, exuding a warm 


purring over his songs while han- 
dling the ivories. Singer, who 
wears rimless specs, has lately’ 
been boosted by British radio 
songster Donald Peers and is now 
recording widely. 

_Homely comedy comes from 
Jimmy Neil in a manner almost 
reminiscent of the late Will Fyffe. 
Red-haired Scot, smooth and pol- 
ished in appearance, is a goodlook- 
ing youngster who appeals purely 
by his naturalness. He tells homely 
Scottish stories in homely style. 
sings a few Scotch numbers, and 
ends with monologs about simple 
domestic things. Artist has much 
native appeal, but would improve 
act if he talked less rapid-fire pace, 
balancing his phrases more. 
Femme producer has concentra- 
strongly on eye-catching 
scenes, especially in *‘Maytime,” a 


: - | Slapstick 
‘ comedy, Bert Bendon; twice night- | 
Johnny Coy’s speedy terp dis- ly. 


production, | 


pleasing stanza that’s enchantingly 


of the lot are “Junco Partner,” Bring down the rafters with a'costumed. The Morgannettes 


“My Baby's a Sooner,” “Hold On” | Comic, lively adaptation of “Little | dance well. and i "1 
and a Caiypso item, “You'll Always | Rock” and come back with “Ken-| ing of Billy Rane cagapen ep oon 
Have a Friend.” Two §mme war- | tucky Babe.” Appearance is timed | Campbell is an attraction: 

blers, Anne Bailey and Elaine Rob- |t© exploit Metro’s “Skirts Ahoy,” A zany new comedy act a la 
inson, who were recently added to | in which sisters are featured, due | Donald O'Connor. is that of slim 
his outfit, hit with a risque “Na- here next week. Their stint should| Lancashire lad Noel Talbot who 
‘tural Man.” | hypo interest in film. does a standout impression of Car- 
| Willis Jackson orch, comprised ., Juggler Rudy Cardenas vies with; men Miranda. This is a useful 
|of three rhythm, four brass and | sisters in audience appeal, garner- comediansinger whose versatility ts 
three reed plus the maestro on/ing running accompaniment of | of value in any production 

sax, belts out its driving rhythms Mitt action to his top-drawer act. Laugh spot worth noting is 
to generate lots of excitement.| This human version of perpetual | “Home Again,” in which Tomm 
ae ee his frenetic sax | motion . — fire b.o. here, with | Morgan mpe h 
licks In a wild version of “Gator | SIS gravity defying series of tricks | soldier i 

frail. Another rhythmic set by and his deft flair for showmanship. | to find peggy Fg Bering 
the Jackie Davis Trio also clicks. | The little Mexican is a near show-|In an “Up Your Street” i de, 
|Davis is at the Hammond organ! stopper, and was called back four rs sol 








. skit 
and is backed by drums and gui- | times at show caught. | “Down ‘You "Way we 
tar for the three-swingy-tune of-| Comics Benson & Mann do well) given large opporiunity for indiv- 


fering. , with an earthy line of gags, inter-' idual t ioni 
} arth) s, - alents as impress s 
Change of pace is supplied by | spersed with a few songs and some a newcomer to vande aa tae 
the Three Rockets, excellent tap- terping. There are :aughs in con-| player Harry Hankin offers 
|sters who purvey precision step-|trast between the pair, the tall, | : ralk- 


, clicko stri i 
Ping, and the Shoareguard Danc- | goodlooking Mann and the pint- | ing about football. a alta 
'ers (three guys and one femme), | sized, sad-faced clown. They com-| Musical side is adequately at- 


| who displays an interesting Bali-| plement each other as straight man tended rog illar 
nese-styled routine. +The Jordan- | and funster in a routine ad var- | Grace Ghiver pm ge BS 
/ettes (eight lookers) are okay in a ied than most. Their hearing aid} Ronnie McCulloch, whose Scotch 
pait of production numbers. Bob | Sags impress as tasteless and likely | airs on the squeezebox have the 
| Bailey makes an aliable emcee ;to offend the handicapped, though | audience joining in. Betty Melvilie 
and scores nicely with a “Kiss of customers seem to like it. On the | does the soubrette ‘chores 


Fire” vocal, _ Gros. ‘whole, humor is harmtess and rib-| Gord 
‘¢ ; et f¢ i ee ’ € * : : an ; 
est ow § peyneyv @2iif 


impersonates a_ British | 


— 


: caine, N. WY. 
erdinand & Jerry, Ted Lest 

3 Chocolateers, Marilyn, Martine: 
& Iris, Tommy Hanlon, Jr. (2) 
Leni Lynn, Steve Evans, Bobby 
Whaling & Yvette, Joe Lombardi 
House Orch; “The Lion and the 
Horse” (WB), reviewed in 
VARIETY March 26, ’52. 


_ For the Palace’s second week of 
its vaudfilm renewal, booker Dan 
Friendly has assembled . another 
winning layout, and Dave Bines 
has staged it with crafty atten- 
tion to values. A minor criticism 
is that it runs past 80 minutes, but 
this is something with which the 
house’s regulars won’t find fault. 
While there’s no sock turn in the 
eight-act setup, every entry is a 
pleaser. 

The comedy elements occupy 
four niches and are well-spaced. 
Steve Evans is around, in next- 
to-closing, with his clicko drunk 
routine, surgery stuff and types of 
audience yocksters. Tommy Han- 
lon, Jr., starts almost negatively 
with jokes but builds niftily via 
his guillotine gadget and running 
gag on interrupted salesman yarn. 
Genial comic's aide, “Murphy,” is 
a well-stacked femme who's more 
than a prop. Three Chocolateers 
have weak entry patter but their 
shenanigans and_ trick 
terp session at finish save the day. 

Fourth in the laugh array are 
Bobby Whaling & Yvette, bill's 
closers. This is one of the best 
trick and fancy comedy bike acts 
in. the business, and Whaling’s 
panto-cycling plus holding stunts 
with Yvette are high scorers on 
both the regulations and one- 
wheelers. 

Proceedings are opened by 
Ferdinand & Jerry, hand-to-hand 
specialists. Their teeter rolls pro- 
vide a base for some neat gymnas- 
tics climaxed by feet-to-shoulder 
work and difficult lifts while see- 
sawing. Deucer is silk-hatted Ted 
Lester with his schmaltzy tunes 
on undersized instruments which 
he draws from inside his cape. 
He’s an ambidextrous musician 
whose best isa hotcha clarinet. 

In fourth spot are ballroomolo- 
gists Marilyn, Martinez & Iris, lat- 
ter also on vocals. Their butterfly 
finish, with the male holding, wraps 
up an otherwise conventional terp 
turn. 

Sole femme single is Leni Lynn, 
a slim lass with a big coloratura 
soprano in musicomedy style. She's 
better than okay on “Man I Love” 
and “Cumbachero,” and a solid 
mittearner with encore—first a soft 
version of “Cry,” then the Johnnie 
Ray screamola edition. Her techni- 
cal equipment exceeds her sales- 
manship. 

Joe Lombardi’s house orch cuts 
the show in fine style. Trau. 





Chicage. Chi 
Chicago, May 16. 
Four Aces, Margaret Whiting 
(with Lou Busch), Wally Brown, 
Harold & Wanda Bell, Louis Basil 
Orch; “Deadline-U. S. A.” (WB). 





This is a pleasant musical pack- 
age that should pull. Show is well 
paced, and after the usual cuts, 
should run even better. While the 
accent is on the music end, there's 
enough comedy running through- 
out to balance. : 

Four Acés have done more than 
just grab quick dates while hot on 
records. Youngsters have worked 
up a good routine, with choreogra- 
phy by Jon Gregory, and while 
there are still some rough spots, 
especially in overstylized hand 
movements, they look fresh and 
sound ditto. 

Lads tee off with a jump version 
of “All of Me” and then beat up 
“Begin the Beguine” which fea- 
tures the talents of, leader Al Al- 
berts. Current record release, “I'1n 
Yours” is followed by another beat 
tune. “Perfidia,” which has the in- 
dividuals going through some for- 
mations in the background. Group 
gets a big response for curtain 
closer and their bestseller, “Tell 
Me Why.” 

Margaret Whiting is undergoing 
a change of act, which is embel- 
lished with her husband and cen- 
ductor, Lou Busch. As it stands, 
there’s a little too much song ac- 
cent at present, but with slicing 
and re-routining this might turn 
‘out okay for vaude, cafe and TV. 
Singer is learning to unbend and 
makes a gracious appearance, £¢!- 
ting off well via some kidding ‘°s- 
sions with the stubholders. 5 "© 
'starts with a special. “hello and 
lthen does “Wheel of Fortune 
which, unfortunately, has: bee® 
|done in about same style eve'y 
| week here for the past month. St ° 

goes into a medley of her top pla! 

|ters and audience gives her a ~ 
mitt for “It Might As Wel! be 
| Spring.” “Slipping Around — 
‘some seatholder reaction, but s'¢ 
registers best with her usual »0'* 
to her father, Dick Whiting. in 4 
‘group of his cleffings. * Carr) 
| Lou Busch (Joe “Fingers Ca 








lis the surprise’ of the shew “ ith 
| (Continued on page 5°! 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (1) 22 
‘Tony Starman 
Hal Norman 
Mickey Deems 
Frank Molesine 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 

Palace (R) 24 
G & A Oliver 
Jimmy Jemai 
Burton & Janet 
Sylvia & Christian 
Jackie Bright 
White & Wyman 
Lee Davis 
Prof Keller 
Paramount (P) 21 
Russ Case Orc 
Nat King Cole & 3 
Alan King 
Johnny Coy 
Sunny Gale 

Roxy (I) 22 

Jean Leon Destine 
Haitian Tp 
Jeanne Ramon 
Alphonse Cimber 
Jimmy Nelson 
Georgia Gibbs 

Warner (W) 23 
Asia Boys 
Beachcombers 


Elaine Dunn 

Alan Carney 

Mindy Carson . 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 23 

Margaret Whiting 

4 Aces 

Joe Fingers Carr 

Wally Brown 

H & W Bell 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 23 

Co-ops 

Wini Brown 

Conway & Parks 

4 Buddies 


Nixon (P) 24 Only 
Texas Tommy 
{Dog & Pony Show 
|; UPPER DERBY (Pa) 
Tower (P) 24 Only 
Texas Tommy 
Dog & Pony Show 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 22 
Park & Clifford 
Ella Mae Morse 
Georgie Kaye 
14 Bartons 

Howard (1) 23 
Jimmy Tyler Ore 
Chris Powell Co 
George Kirby 
McHarris & 





Doloris 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 19 
Radio Revellers 
Sheik Ben Ali 
Terry O'Neill 
Jackie Allen & 

Barbara 
Ringle Bros & 
Renee 
Potter & Carole 
B & R Rema 
Kizma & Karen 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 19 
Winifred Atwell - 
Jack Jackson 
Fayne & Evans 
3 Monarchs 
Peter Raynor 
R & M Lamar 
Jimmy Wheeler 
T & G Durante 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (I) 19 
Mitchell Choir 
G H Elliott 
Puposy Martonettes 
Struthard Co 
2 Alfredos 
Andre Twins & 
Eddie 


Brian Kent 
| Eileen Rogan Girls 
AST 

Granada (i) 19 

Evy & Ey®rto 

Rex Jameson 

Annie & Ruddy 

Les Morellys 


Charmony 3 


George Doonan 
Eva May Wong 
Syd Jackson 
Vicky Burns 
Nancy Miller 
Francis Gaston 
Gene Anderson 
3 Karlofts 
10 S Fisher Girls 
Dick Collins 
Palace (1) 19 
Carroll Levis Co 
Peter Sinclair 
Allen Bros & June 
Jose Moreno 
Mundy & Earle 
3 Oxfords 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 19 
Mills & Belita 
Terry-Thomas 


Illinois Jacquet Orc | 


Rex & Bess o 
Metropolitan (i) 19) 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| Phyllis Fisher 


| Margot 


i 


Tony & Ruby SUN 
Billy Russell | Gasee ane i 
J W Jackson Gls | Lesters Midgets 


NORWICH } 
Hippodrome (1) 19 | 
Jimmy Gay 
Barbara Ford 
Jean Dene 
Anita & Charles 
Terry Stunt 


Coopers Festival 
Fountains 
} Henry Behrens 
Leonard Seamon & 
Sonia 
Percy Pride 
El Voleros 
Glorias Dogs 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Empire (i) 19 
Tex McLeod 
Frank Formby 
Harry Tate 
Garvan 
Fe Jover & Jack | 
Billy Gray 
Georges & Dorina 
oo : Stone & Austin 
eee WOLVERHAMPTON 
Peters Bros Hippodrome (I) 19 
3 Palr as Roy Barbour Co 
: almers 
Stan Stafford WOOD GREEN 
Sally Summers & Empire (S) 19 
|Turner Layton 


Dizzy } 
Bob Hulme Hetty King 
Georgie Wood 


Rita Shearer 
Wood & Rufford Albert Whelan 
Dagenham Girl Dick Henderson | 
Pipers |; Marie Lloyd Jr 
Mandalay Singers j| Shane Sis 
Whiteley Zio Keefe Bros & 
Angels Annette 
PORTSMOUTH } 
Royal (M) 19 | 
Bartlett & Ross 
Kenne Lucas 
Jones & Foss 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 19 
Arthur Lucan Co 


Michael Ormond 
Austin | 
Bennie Humphrey | 
Derek Dene | 
Marie de Vere 

Midinettes 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 19 
Frank Randle 
mus Aubrey 


a 





YORK 

Empire (i) 19 
Harry Shiels 
| Prince Nareda Co 
} Van Luin 
| Vera Demonte 
| William Greer 
'Rex Deering 


AUSTRALIA 


ADELAIDE SYDNEY 

Royal (T) 19 Royal (T) 19 
Lowe & Ladd Black & Dundee 
Bobby Limb Marquis & Family 
Bert Duke 3 Wally Boag 
Halama & Konarski | Rosita Alexander & 
Olgo Co Violette 
Carls Ames Pan Yue Jen Tp | 
Los Briellos Lloyd Martin 
Babs Mackinnon 3 Glens 
Peter Celebrity Singers i 
Celebrity Singers Jeanne Cameron | 
Les Nouvelle Eves | Dancing Boys 
Tivoli Adorables | Tivoli Ballet 

i Tivoli (T) 19 

_ Tivoli (T) 19 John Brownlee 
Jimmy Hanley {Raymond Beatty 
Jim Gerald Pe Marotta 





Rosemary Miller Maria Tauber 
Letty Craydon John Dudley 
Margaret Alan Coad 


Roberts 
John Clifford 


" Barbara Wilson 
Kevin Brennan 


John Young 


Emile Petti Ore 

Panchite Ore 
Village Barn 

Miles Bell 

ia Norman 

Bill Parker 


Bourbon & Baine 

Zeb Carver Ore 

Pete Rubino 
Wivel 

Sal Noble 

Bob Lee 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Albion Hotel 

m Bari 

Bombay Hotel 
Nino Rinaldo 3 


| Joe Harnell 


Casablanca Hotel 
Henny Youngman 
Terry Swope 


| Alex Shey 3 


San Kanez Ore 


| Zig & Vivian Baker 


Clover Club 
Stan Nelson 3 


; Raul & Eva Reyes 
| Selma Marlowe Line 
| Woody Woodbury 


reny Lopez Ore 
Gene Griffin 
Galety Club 
rommy Raft 
Mastine 
Louise Angel 
Olga Barrett 
Lori Iris 
Georgia 
Che-Che 


Peech 


|} Lynn Clayton 


Gaiety Girls 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethel 
Danny Yates Ore 


| Mary Joyce 
Leonard Boe 


Mother Kelly’s 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Joe Di Lalla 
Ginny Lowry 
The Melodairs (3) 

Monte Carlo 
Steve Gainer 
Day & Alva 
Arne Barnett 3 

Nautilus Hotel 
Guy Rennie 
Beth Challis 
| & S Reyes 


| Freddie Calo Ore 


Robert Richter H’t’! 
Don Lanning 
Roberta Sherwood 


| Charles Castel 3 


Roney Plaza Hotel 

George Hines Ore 
Sans Souci Hote! 

Eddie Snyder 

Sacasas Ore 

Herman-Magner 
Dancers 

Julio Quartet 

Del Breece 


Saxony Hotel 


| Henri Rose 
| Val Olman Ore 
| Barry Douglas 


Fano & Dee 
Sea Gull Hotei 


| Faith Condullo 


Mae Silva Ders 
Norman Lester 


| Charlie Page 


Sea Isie Hotel 
Frances Lager 
Seymour Hoffman O 

Deauville 
Joe Mooney 
Hughie Barrett 

Delano Hotel 
Rita Prinzell 
Zina Reyes 


Helene Rejoire 
Jewel Box 
Francis Russell 
Bobby La Marr 
Danny & Doc Rev 
Leon & Eddie‘s 
Murray Swanson 
Eddie Guertin 
Jatkie Gordon , 
| Jackie King 
Chuckie Fontaine 
| Gaby DeLane 
| Babe Baker Revue 
} Shelbourne Hote! 
| Alan Kole Orc 
} 





Shore Club 
Haven & Held 
Sager Dancers 


Arthur Warren Orc | 
| Diamond Horseshoe 


} Johnny Morrison 
Cillian Lee 
inkie 
largo 
Haveler Decrs 

| Barry Mills Ore 
Sorrento Hotel 

Mal Malkin Ore 
Vagabonds Club 

Vagabonds (4) 

Joan Barton 

Jerry Colonna 

The Townsmen (3) 

Mary Peck 


DeCarlo 





Frank Linale Orc 
Maria Neglia 
Sherry Frontenac 
Lee Kobrin 
San Kanez Ore 
Frank & Lita 
Leonora & Stan 
Allison Hotei 
Beachcombers (4) 
Enrico & Novello 
Tony Pastor's 
Jackie Small 
Chi-Chi Laverne 
Kitty O’Kelly 
Jamie Lynn 
Pat Pascall 
Kenny Lynn 
San Marino Hotel 
Mac Pepper 
Quintones (5) 
Jackie & Michael 
Larry Seldin Ders 
President Madison 
Stan Barrett 
The Martins (2) 
Sandra Starr 
Brady & Barbara 
Bob Regent Orc 
Five O'Clock 
Martha Raye 
Shecky Green 
Russ Sobey « 
Ben Yost 5 
Len Dawson Ore 
Harem Club 
Sherry Panay 
Lynn Starr 
Bobby Barton 
Jeanne Christian 
Wilhemina 
Lora Barry 
Frolic Club 
Myra Davis 
Jimmy Day 





Johnny Conrad Ders | 








Chicago, Chi 
the conductor and composer tak- 
ing over the piano to bat out some 
| fine backroom ragtime and boogie. 





| However, it’s in the humor depar‘- | 
| ment that he shows off well and he | 
with his} 


gets chuckles quipping 
frau. They pair up to sock across 
“Down Yonder.” 


Wally Brown continues to get 
laughs with his standard incom- 


| plete-sentence act, and even some 
j}real yocks when he veers to the 
tinged edges. Biggest response is 
on his middle-age finish that’s 
rigged with blue stuff 

Harold & Wanda Bell are an ex- 
cellent balancing turn with pretty 
blonde executing some air somer- 
saults to partner’s ‘Shoulder. Louis 
| Basil does his usual competent job 
backing the revue. Zabe. 


| Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 17. 
Pearl Bailey, Chris Powell & 
Flames .(6), Bobby Lucas, 
ox & White, The Dassies, Frank 
Juele’ Orch (16); “Finders 


le’s House 
K epers” Ul), 

| Pearl Bailey’s relaxed stage 
presence is the main event in the 
|new variety at the Earle. 
highly individualistic 
comedienne 


songstress- 
handles the stubhold- 
ers in this 2,700-seat house 
the same ease that she 
the smaller and more _ intimate 
| nitery crowds. Her skillfully simu- 
lated off-the-cuff style gives each 
| performance a fresh quality. The 
|} adlibs, neatly set in her songs, 
|seem impromptu, and her laconic 
| description of a hassle with the 


| manager over salary comes across | 
is forced | 


| s° realistically that she 
later to deny it. 

Audience keeps yelling for old 
| favorites and Miss Bailey doesn't 
| get-off without her two best known 
|recitatives, “Tired” and “That's 
| Good Enough for Me.” In line with 


|}her studied fatigue, songstress 
|settles down on piano bench— 
|“why should I stand, everybody 


| else is sitting’”—and does plaintive 
“Birth of the Blues.” 


| version of 


House Reviews . 


== Continued from page 34 Qa 


The | 


with ! 
manages 














| nostalgic sentiment is conjured up 
|for older stubholders’* by songs 
| about little villages by the shore 
}and green fields in the glens of 
“ould Oireland.” 

Proof that there are Irish all 
over the world is shown by gener- 
ous and sympathetic audience reac- 
tion. Entire production, while 
rough and earthy in parts, is the 
genuine article from rural Eire, 
and garners warm mitting. 

Irish dancing is well featured in 
scenes devised by Pat McKay, a 
neat and lithe stepper, and shows 
to advantage the terping talents of 
Jean Elliott, Jimmy Kennedy, Mai 
Giles ‘a blonde looker with an 
attractive Irish brogue), Lillian 
McEvoy, Pat McKay and the Sham- 
rocks. 

Comedy in the Irish manner 
comes slickly from Dave & Joe 
O'Duffy, a genial duo from Belfast. 
Latter cashes in neativy and humor- 
ously on his height of six feet six. 
Pair have a friendl:, pleasant 
approach, dress cleanly, and de- 
serve more vaude success. 

The balladeer is George Daniells, 
| who renders songs and patter about 
Ireland and extends his numbers 
for as long as audience wishes. He 
runs this homely family show, in 
which his 74-year-old father, 
Bracey Daniells, and his wife, 
Margo McLean, also take part. 

Second half is devoted to melo- 
drama, changing weekly. ‘‘Wearin’ 
o’ the Green” is in nine scenes, and 
describes the escape from. the 
|military of Irish hero Myles 
O’Byrne (Georgé Daniells) and his 


|love for Kathleen (Mai Giles). 
| Piece, while corny for modern 
tastes, is acted with spirit and 


verve, and holds the attention. The 
villainous Jacob Daly, played by 
vet actor Frank Howard, is so 
offensive and miserable a charac- 
terization that, at show caught, he 


was on receiving end of ribald 
remarks from members of the 
audience. Some actually stood up 


and unleashed their feelings. For 
1952 sophisticates this is a novel 
experience, Gord. 


























Nicol & Kemble Angelos Peter French Marie Coilier ty, -- ae | More in character is her “Toot, 
Billy Matchett Wilson Keppel & geme Lanisell Nascn.! Opera | Johnina Hote —_| Mozelle | Toot, Tootsie, Geodbye” in which 
Tower Circus (1) 19 eanke Coutts 0 sodfrey horus | Tony Matas | Schaw Puppets | she recalls the frenetic dancing and on ab 
a en he L Were NEW ZEALAND | Harry Tayler Freddie Daw Ore | song stylists of song’s period. Sing- 
Knies French Joe Se. CHICAGO er opens with the amusing “I Had a Continued from page 46 =——! 
ses - usterelia . y opt ; ac j we « » 
je Horves a ere WELLINGTON; Phillip Tappin ? prea b. Wonderful Time Last Night” and | Wally’ Lane ; es ny - 
. lt onyots Empire (M) 19 St James (T) 19 | Wim De Jong Blackhawk pantelnn Ore at) closes with “Frankie and Johnny.” | ally 2ane are Cincinnati's 


Gt Alexander Tp 

Victor Julian & 
Pets 

Enies Animals 

4 Richays 

3 Lorandos 

Mars Tp 

Arrigonis 

3 Houcs 

Jimmy Scott 

Flying Constellation 

little Jimmy 

Annettes 
Circusettes 


_ BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 19 
Rhodes & Lane 
Guy Euridge 
Glamourettes 
Melody & Joy 
John Baldwin 
Denwys Hackett 
Marche & Braun 
Carolyn & Richards 
Sydney Glen Girls 

BRADFORD 

Alhambra (M) 19 
Fred Ferrari 
Ken Morris 
Len Marten 
Cassandras 
Downey & Daye 
De Vere Dancers 
Gordon & Colville 


BRIGHTON 
Empire (M) 19 
Max Wall 
Dick James 
Beryl Reid 
Hedley Ward 3 
P & P Page 
Hassan Ben Ali Tp 
Jean Paul 
Sherman Fisher Gis 


BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 19 
Tanner Sis 
Ken Barnes & 
Jeanne 
Maurice French 
Ray Allen 
Aristocrats 
BRIXTO 
Empress (1) 19 
ee otein 
-ouis Hayde 
Tih-Boult” ° 
Max Carole 
Eric Lloyd 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 19 
Reg Varney 
Fl Granadas & 
Peter 


Earl & Oscar 
Peter Dulay 
Ballet Montmartre 
Michaelle Margot 
De Vere Dancers 
Les Cavaliers de 
Chanson 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S$) 19 
Derek Roy 
Eve Boswell 
3 Faleons 
Downey & Daye 
Charles Stephens 
Shirley Williams 
Whiteley Girls 


DERBY 
Hippodrome (S$) 19 
Eddie Gray 
Arthur English 
Pexgy Powell 
Cycling Astons 
Butlin Dancers 
2 Playboys 
Donovan & Hayes 
Viking 3 & 

Charmaine 


Vic Oliver 
Les Rayner & Betty 
Seaton & O'Dell 
2 Eddies 
Gail Kendal 
Victor Seaforth 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 19 
Neal & Newton 
4 Musical Dereks 
Ford & Belmaro 
Winters & Fielding 
Joe Harley 
Phil Lester 
Frederick Owen 
Marie de Vere Gls 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 19 
4 Graham Bros 
David Keller 
Bertie Sellers 
Tommy Graye 
Joan Keen 
Babs Douglas 
Syd Jeffery 
Marie Orisetta Gls 
Irene Dickson 
Peggy French 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 19 
Phyllis Dixey 
Gwen Liddle 
Jack Tracy 
2 Condons : 
Morecambe & Wise 
3 Saytons _ 
George Martin 
Eddie Arnold 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 19 
Davies & Le 
Leslie Adams 
Street Singers 
3 Leroys 
Case & Roberts 
Malcolm Thomas 
Betty Morton 
Bernard & Barry 
Johns 
Astra Sis 
Elizabeth Bozsi 
Florence Whiteley 


Girls 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 19 

Laurel & Hardy 
Lonsdale Sis 
Lorraine 
Kenways 
Saveen. 
Cingalee 
Jimmie Elliott 
Mackenzie Reid 
Dorothy 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 19 
Jimmy Durante 
Harrison & Fisher 
Pat Kirkwood 
Alan Clive 
Rob Murray 
Evy & Everto 
P Grant Pallet 
Palladium Girls 
Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 19 
Anne Shelton 
Max & Harry 
Nesbilt 
Jack Watson 
Benson Dulay 
Frinton & Willis 
Slim Rhyder 
Richard Sis - 
Alan Kay & Gloria 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 19 
Donald Peers 
Cyclo Bros 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Ossie Noble 
Arthur Worsley 
Nino 





os 


Armand Perren 
3 Fayes 

Pat Gregory 
Gerd Bjornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 








Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 

Joe Whitchouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanlon 
Guus Brox & Myrna 











Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiano 
Kai Winding 


Blue Angel 
Eartha Kitt 
Stuart Ross 
Ellis Larkin Trio 


Bon Soir 
Mae Barnes 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 

Jimmy Daniels 
3 Flames 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 


Chateau Madrid 
Harry Mimmo 
Felo & Bruno 
Carlo Buti 
H. Warringer 

Copacabana 
Billy Daniels 
Benny Payne 
Bobby Sargeant 
Harbers & Dale 
Peter Hanley 
Betty Johnson 
Madills 
M Durso Ore 
F Marti Ore 


El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
Los Xey 
Enrique Vizcano O 
Eduardo Roy 
Embers 
Eddie Heywood 
Joe Bushkin 
Havana-Madrid 
Carles Ramirez 
Rene Touzet _ 
Lupino & Urbino 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Michael Kent Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Rookies 
Adrian Rollini Trio 
Nadine & Ray 
Schramm 
Manuel Del Toro 
Hotel Pierre 
Ethel Smith 
Fisher & Ross 
Chico Relli_ Ore 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Piseze 
Lisa Kirk 
Bambi Linn 
Rod Alexander 
Mark Monte Ore 
Dick LaSalle Ore 
Hote! Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Roger Dann 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Village Venguard 


Richard D Bennett 
Wally Cox 
Royce Wallace 
Clarence Williams 
Waldorf-Asto:ia 
Denise Darcel 
Robert Maxwell 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Sherry-Netherland 
Dick Estes 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Hotel Statier 
Paul Neighbors Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 

Darvas & Julia 
Royal Ashtons 
Danielle Lamar 
Steeplechase 
Jackie Kannon 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Ore 


La Vie En Rose 
Charlie Farrell 
Jana Jones 
Pat Morrisey 
Eddie South Trio 
Van Smith Trio 

Le Ruwan Biev 
Ronnie Graham 
Ellen Hanley 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 

Leon & Eddie's 


Mark Stewart 
Bobby Ramsen 
Oliver Ders 
No, 1 Fifth Ave 
Bibi Osterwald 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Melvin 
Bobby Colt 
Monica Lind 
Nadya 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
irving Fields 
Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 
Mischa Usdanoff 
Miche] Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 


Versaiiles 
Carmen Torres 
Beverlee Dennis 
Arthur Maxwell 
Constance Towers 
Gene Rowlands 
Two Shirts & Skirt 
Bill Norvos & 

Upstart 





s 
Geo Hale Revue 


] 

| Kay Coulter 

| Kenny Bowers 

| Grant Eastham 

| Pat Carroll 

| Dave LeGrant 

| Rarbara Cook 

Ed Begley 

Mariann D’Or 

Henry Brandon Ore 
Chez Paree 


dane Froman with 
Burt Farber 
Larry Thompson 
(One act to fill 
Johnny Martin 
Chez Adorables (8) 
Brian Farnon O (8) 


Ambassador Hotel 


Andrews Sis (3) 
Eddie Bergman Orc 


Bar of Music 


Doodles & Spider 
Sheilah Barrett 
Felix Decola 

Benno Rubinyi 
Eddie Bradford Ore 


B Gray's Bandbox 
Billy Gray 

Patti Moore 

Ben Lessy 

Pepper Sis (3) 

Bob Durwood 

Bill Howe 


Flamingo 
Jerry Colonna 
Isabel Randolph 
4 Step Bros 
Flamingo Starlets 
Stewart Rose 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Bobby Page Orc 

Desert inn 
Copa City Revue 
Jack Carter 
Betty Reilly 
Les Diagoras 
Copa Girls 
Carlton Hayes Ore 

Last Frontier 
Hank Williams 
Willie Shore 
Stringbean 
sen Marvin 








he's 
and that, since 





|| Bishop Sheen 


m=, continued from page | jaa 


well satisfied with DuMont | 
| Southern Ireland, this homespun | staged on a Thursday night is be- 


With Evelyn, Rose 
Marie, Viola, 
Velma & Janet 
Conrad Hilton Hotel 
Arnold Shoda 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Brent 
fhree Reporters 
Andrea Kekesy 
Jay Seiler 
Scotty Marsh 
Boulve-dears (8) 
Orrin Tucker O '2) 
Palmer House 
Dorothy Shay 
Bobby Winters 
Merriel Abbott 
Ders (8) 
Eddie O’Neal O (12) 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Hotel 
Jon & Sondra 
teele 
Da¥Ye Barry 
Whitson Bros (3) 
Hal Derwin Orc 
Cafe Gale 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Noble & King 
Bill MacArthur 
Ciro’s 
Josephine Baker 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Mocambo 
June Hutton 
Frank Fontaine © 
Eddie Oliver 





LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Gil Johnson 

Deviyn Girls 

Bob Millar Orch 
Thunderbird 

Rex Allen 

irving Fields 

Les Bassis 

Walter Long 

Johnny O’Brien 

K Duffy Dansations 

Normandie Boys 

Al Jahns Orch 

El Rancho Vegas 


Trio 


Tippu & Cobina 
Jerry Pedersen 
Joy Walker 

El Rancho Girls 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 











it was the latter 


It's a class act all the way. 
Chris Powell & Blue Flames, 


| with the leader doubling at the | Compton, Cleveland: Cal I 


|drums and vocals, is a big fave 
|in this area. Combo is at its best 
|in a Calypso item, “I Come from 
| Jamaica,” that builds rhythm and 
vocals in solid fashion. Powell also 
| scores with his wordy version of 
|“I’m-in the Mood for Love,” the 
| platter edition of which is already 
| getting strong play on local jukes 
and deejay shows. Song has good 
sight laugh with its response sung 
| by Johnny Echo, member of combo, 
with remarkably femme pipes. — 
| Bobby Lucas is well received in 
|a vocal spot. Singer has fine voice 
| but actions and style are too remi- 
niscent of Billy Daniels, which 
| gives his “Old Black Magic” closer 
a road company appearance. Lucas 
can come in strong enough with 
'his own voice and doesn’t need 
|the duplication. His numbers in- 
{clude “Zing Went the Strings of 
|My Heart,” “Be Anything” and 
“Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho.” 
Other acts on the bill are Fox 





livery is superior to their material, 
and the Dassies, a clever and fast- 
moving pair of tumblers. Frank 
Juele’s house orch mounted on 
stage, backs up all the acts. 
Gagh. 





Metropole, Glasgow 
Glasgow, May 12. 
George Daniells presents “Sprigs 
of Shillelagh,” with George Dani- 
ells, O’Duffy Bros., Douglas & Mc- 
Evoy Trio, Silvio, Noel D’Alton, 
Mai Giles, Oolagh Herrietty, Frank 
Howard, Bert Shaw, George Quinn, 
Billy Dunphy, Margo McLean, 
Sally Devine, Pat Makcay, Jimmy 
Kennedy, Bracey Daniells,. The 
Shamrock Girls, Jack Masterson 
/orch; “The Wearin’ o’ the Green,” 
| historical Irish melodrama; twice 
nightly. 








Direct from the green hills of 


& White, comedy duo whose de-) 


| choices. 


| Other representatives are Linda 


| 
} 





| 


| 
| 


Emmett, 
Dallas; Tiny Grant, Denver; Harry 
Borden and Lillian Palmer, De- 
troit; Dave Workman, Kansas City; 


Buddy Waiker, Miami Beach; The- . 


resa Daly, Montreal; George Mc- 
Queen, New Orleans: Joe Campo 
and Frankie Richardson, Philadel- 
phia; Lou De Paul, Pittsburgh; Pat 
Kelly, Providence; Red Gordon, St. 
Louis; Vince Silk and Jimmy 
Jamerson, San ,Francisco: Billy 
Bishop, Seattle, and Joe Murphy, 
Toronto. 

One of the oddities *of the voting 
comes from the union’s recently or- 
ganized Florida outdoor branch in 
Sarasota. No formal nominations 
were made and elections were on 
the basis of write-ins. There were 
61 write-in candidates and circus 
performer Karl Wallenda and 
clown Emmett Kelly, each with 10 
voies, won the berths. 








Sugar Ray-Maxim 


Continued from page 4 Qe 











Omaha and it is contracted for 
by the broadcast networks. 

Fight will not be available to 
home video, a fact which is ex- 
pected to increase materially the 
theatre grosses. Exhibitors, per 
usual, are expected to have the 
choice of carrying the fight only 
on that night, or accompany it 
with a regular film program. On 
the basis of returns of most fights 
provided theatres last year by TNT, 
it’s anticipated that most of the 
theatres will hike their admission 
scales, since that’s the only way in 
which they can show a profit for 
the evening. 

Fact that 


the fight is being 


web which took the original gam- 
ble on him, hé’ll stick with it. Since 
NBC would not be able to sell the 
| bishop's show if it succeeded in 
luring him away from DuMont, it’s 
believed the web wants him for 
prestige purposes. At the same 
time, however, it’s pointed out that 
Sheen has whittled some points off 





ing, so pulling him over to NBC 
would also help protect the Berle 
show. 


Milton Berle’s Tuesday night rat-| 


vaude company, normally used t0/jieyved to have figured in TNT's 
touring the villages of Eire by | closing a deal for exclusive TV 
caravan, comes to this historic Seot rights. This necessarily excluded 
theatre where the late Sir Harry lthe bout from the Wednesday night 
Lauder first trod the boards PrO-| font series sponsored on CBS-TV 


ae meer Pe es | by Pabst Beer. Since the networks 
‘7 fee ; : have their usual commercial com- 


its ¢ y honest and j|""* 
pole an the pte ’ the mitments for Thursday nights, they 


motives of the players. | would have been forced to preempt 

The green garb is everywhere. | time from their sponsors if they 
|The stage is so Irish you expect, wanted to carry it. TNT, as a re- 
shamrocks to start sprouting on the| sult. had almost a clear field in 
boards. Irish tunes abound, and!tying down the tights. 
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VARIETY 





Continued 


theatre, put when they constitute 
the major portion of a season’s 
worthy items, well, the situation is 
definitely unhealthy.” 

The Morning Telegraph’s Whit- 
ney Bolton took a swipe at unions 


in commenting that there’s need | 


of “a realization by the whole the- 
atre that in greed there is destruc- 
tion. If the theatrical unions would 
realize that they are eating them- 
selves out of work they might 
sober up and cut their demands, 





lent”; Chapman, “swell”; Gabriel, 
“the only hope of the year.” Kron- 
enberger thought that “unlike the 
year before, it at least made sense, 
but it has still to make history.” 
Nathan complained that “except 
for ‘Desire Under the Elms,’ the 
selections were highly question- 
able.” Miss Colby called the se- 
ries “uninspired, but serviceable.” 
Kerr, calling the series “generally 
very good,”- thought that “the con- 
| tributions would be greater if the 





thus making enterprise and pro-| pieces revived were less recent and 


duction easier and more frequent.” 

The Journal-American’s John 
McClain was annoyed at the “‘scar- 
city of exciting new talent; even 
most standbys failed to come 
through,” he said. As suggestion, 
he said, “Find some new play- 
wrights; get the established ones 
to write. Not one fresh and notable 
musical in a whole season!” 

Surprisingly, two reviewers liked 
the season, the Daily News’ John 
Chapman terming it “not too bad” | 
and the AP’s Mark Barron qualify- 
ingly stating it was “excellent, ex- 
cept I think we need more begin- 
ning playwrights who don’t go to} 
movies and television once they | 
have a Broadway hit.” 

But the season struck Cue mag’s | 
Gilbert Gabriel “with a deadly | 
force—as the worst ever”; was | 
“very weak" to Time mag’s Louis | 





less familiar.” 


Queried on whether repertory at | 
City Center and ANTA was a good | 


believe it does.” Cooke thinks it 
ought to be expanded. 

Chapman shrugs it off. “Noth- 
ing new here,” he says. “Sir Hen- 
ry Irving and other hams did it in 
the 18th century whenever they 
got hungry. Present significance 
is that people are hungry again.” 

“I hope it (readings) continues 
and expands,” writes Atkinson, 
“always provided that the actors 
are able enough to do the job. Ex- 





pensive physical productions are 
ino substitute for a script and a 
patPecmqree and can destroy 
| both.” 

“It proves that people are word- 
|hungry,” advises Sheaffer. “But 
| if someone hopes to cash in by 
corralling a few theatre or film 
names in an expensive ‘reading’ of 
a play, or script excerpts, that 
doesn’t lend itself to such treat- 


‘Don 


Use No Substitutes 


Aaa tae Ee Cis 
er r a aD 
Center and ANTA was a good 
idea, the Herald Tribune’s Wal- 
ter F. Kerr snapped back with: 

“What do you mean ‘reper- 
tory’? I wish ANTA would de- 
velop a first-rate and specially 
trained American acting com- 
pany capable of doing some- 
thing more than contemporary 
realism. When we want to 
send a reputable company 
abroad, we’ have to send a bal- 
let company. I would like to 
see ANTA create a genuine 
National theatre in this re- 
spect.” 








‘ t, he’ discuver that 
idea, Coleman answered, “Most | ™M, | . 
certainly. If theré aren't enough Juan’s’ success doesn’t rest on the 


good new plays to go around, then | fact that it happened along at the 


4 |right time and caught the public’s 
we must do revivals of good oid) nassing fancy.” 


lays. In the days of our great | : 
leieevninanert such as Edwin | ‘Sorry Note’? 
Booth, Sothern & Marlowe, etc.| Asked if they deemed it a “sorry 
repertory was tremendously im-| note” that the best musical Broad- 
portant from both the artistic and | way: could whip up this season was 
financial standpoints. How are the | a revival (“Pal Joey”), critics an- 
small fry going to learn the great| swered variously. “I’m not dis- 
traditions of our theatre, our liter- turbed by a barren season or two,” 
ature, unless we have repertories? advised Shipley; “I think there 
How are our young actors going to! should be more revivals of musi- 
develop their techniques if they | cals.” Nathan thinks that “the de- 
never get a crack at the classics? | cline in musicals is probably only 
The Metropolitan Opera Co. and /|a temporary one.” Dash thought 
the Sadler’s Wells Ballet Co. do | it a mistake of the crities to award 
okay with classical repertories. |a citation as year’s best musical 
Nathan thought that repertory’s|to “Joey.” “If the purpose is to 


Kronenberger, “horrifyingly bad” | success would depend on the kind 
to Bolton, “depressing” to Kerr,|of plays and casting. Gabriel likes 
“sad” to the Compass’ Arthur Pol-|the repertory idea, but suggests 
lack, “feeble” to Miss Colby, “de-| combining ANTA and City Center. 
plorable” to McClain, “anything but | Barron thinks the shows should be 
impressive” to the Mirror’s Rob-| moved over to Broadway theatres 





ert Coleman, and “louse” (French- 
accented) to the Times’ Brooks At- 
kinson. 

$2 Top Seats 


In fact, the season made Atkin- 
son so giddy that when asked for 
any suggestions for remedies, he 
airily replied “Raise everyone's 
pay, reduce taxes and ask Stalin to 
abandon Ccmmunism and disband 


if they prove hits. The New Lead- 
er’s Joseph T. Shipley said: “I 
think ANTA should encourage 
other groups (including off-Broad- 
way) to put on plays, rather than 
putting on plays itself.” Kronen- 
berger advised: “It’s a good idea if 
it’s good repertory—which means 
sufficiently high intentions and the 
judgment to match them.” Dash 








his armies.”” Chapman was just as 
‘light-headed oa the subject: “Get 
the national treasury back on the 
100-penny dollar and get orches- 
tra seats back to a $2 top.” 

A few other crix were a little 


with Chapman’s idea on cheaper 
seats. “The public would frequent 
the theatre if the astronomic cosis 
of production could, but some mira- 
cle, be reduced and seats were pop- 
ular priced,” said Women’s Wear's 
Thomas Dash. “With overhead in 
its current swollen state, little can 
be done to encourage managers or 
producers to give mewcomers a 
chance,” added Miss Colby. 
Coleman thinks the way to lure 
customers back to the theatre “may 
be to encourage more ex-legit play- 
ars to return from, Hollywood in 
good vehicles, revivals or new 
ones. Unforiunately,” he added, 
“‘toe many Hollywood players come 
to us ill equipped for the stage. 
And too many of them want stage 
assignments to bolster their popu- 
larity and asking prices on the 
Coast. V/e admire the courage of 
the former, but wish they were bet- 
ter prepared to help us in our time 
of need. Judy Garland and Betty 
Hution are outstanding examples 
of what topflight, firstrate Holly- 
wood stars ec do at the boxofiice.” 
“The theatro,” advised Kerr, “is 
too self-conscious .about its intel- 
lectual suvoriority to other forms 
of enteriszinment—this leads to 
windiness, back-patting, moralizing, 
editorializing and pompous self- 
indulsence. It needs to rub its 
nose in the dirt a little and try 
competin: with the circus again. 
It’s too {:r eway from its roots.” 
Critics t':cms2lves were taken to 
task by a couple of reviewers. “We 


we do not encourage the younger 
playwrigiats ” Tom Dash declared. 
“I think thet the critics have been 
too harsh with a number of promis- 
ing ones. The critics are not help- 
ing to encourage young play- 
wrights such as George Tapdori, 
Truman Capote, Sigmund Miller 
and Irving Elman by helping to 
murder their plays. The only one 
to escape unscathed was Joseph 
Kramm.’ Miss Colby wondered 
how, “with costs so high, is any one 
manager able to chance the speedy 
losses that have been meted out 
by the diverse reviews this sea- 
son?” She feels that “papers can 
harm, but not help a show.” 
At Variance en ANTA 
Question on what the critics 


thought of the ANTA Play Series | 


this vear drew some interesting re- 
plies.. .Atkinson termed it “excel- 


more serious, as they chimed in| 


thought that “sitfee we have no 
| repertory theatre, these revivals af- 
| ford the only opportunity to see 
jcome of the better plays of other 
years.” 

| Lecture Novelty 

Critics were asked their reac- 
tions to the development of lecture- 
style theatre, a la “Don Juan in 
Hell” and Emlyn Williams’ Dick- 
ens readings. “Shows like Emlyn 
Williams’ can only be novelties,” 
wrote Kronenberger, “but work 
susceptible of treatment like that 
in ‘Don Juan’ can have a rea! value, 
by (1) reducing production costs 
on Broadway, and (2) making pos- 
sible road tours that-—with nothing 
but the cast’s luggage’ to move— 
can play profitable one-night stands 
in college towns and other particu- 
larly literate communities.” 

“I think,” said Kerr, “the plat- 
form style is in itself a good thing, 
and I see no reason why it shouldn't 
crop up as a more or tess regular, 
if minor, aspect of the theatre. 
The danger now is that everybody 
is going to rush into the act so hur- 
riedly and se little prepared, that 
the form, legitimate enough in it- 
self, will be killed off again. 
“What is more important—the 
direct address (to the audience) 
and the absence of heavy and im- 
mobile scenery should shock a lot 
of people into the realization that 
a tremendous amount of regular 
theatre can be done this way. Let’s 
stari with Shakespeare, and get rid 
of all that junk. In any event, it 
; should loosen up the theatre, give 

it some air and elbow-room.” 

McClain said he “would oppose 
|the trend to reduce all production 
j to an ausverity basis. A good show, 











/well mounted, still makes plenty | 
are not gcin: to get better plays if | 


of glue. Ask Leland Hayward.” 
The UP’s Jack Gaver saw “read- 
ings” as “interesting in small and 
expert doses. But Lord save us 
from a delvge of such. Eventually 
it will pass, at least from the 
Broadway scene.” Bolton, however, 
found it “a healthy thing and a 
good thing . . It makes the finest 
in theatre available, which is what 
|is important.” 

| “Readings have never died out,” 
| claims Shipley. “They are far from 
a passing fad.” Gilbert agrecs with 
Shipley. But Barron doesn't think 
they're theatre “in the Broadway 
|sense of the word.” Coleman 
claims “this type of performance 
(readings) requires something re- 
sembling genius to click. It is not 
for neophytes or incompetents.” 
Pollack says “It’s a spur. I hope it 
presages resumption of the drama- 
‘ tist’s .dominance—though -1 don’t 








encourage creative effort in the 
theatre,” he said, “that purpose is 
defeated by ignoring the new 
works.” 

“Yep, it’s a sorry note,” reported 
| Chapman. “No 





talent today.” 








. Oops, Sorry 

The N. Y. Drama Critics 
_Circle, in April, picked the 
“Pal Joey” revival as the best 
musical play of the season on 
Broadway Asked what he 
thought of the idea of the 
“best” musical being an oldie, 
the N. Y. Times’ Brook Atkin- 
son advised: 

“Since the April meeting of 
the Circle, the constitution has 
been found. It provides that 
the annual citation must go to 
‘the best new musical of the 
year’.” 


Sheaffer, on the contrary, says, “I 
don’t think there is any cause for 
mourning on this score.” “This 
is just an off-year,” believes Cooke. 
“I think that the musical quality 
of the past 10 years or so is way 
above the average for the ’20s and 
early °'30s.” “Costs being what 
they are,” said Gaver, “there is 
too little chance for new talent in 
the musical show field to get a 
hearing.” 

“Is the musical situation any 
different from the dramatic?” asks 
Kerr. “The impoverishment is 
general, it seems to me. My own 
notion is that o!d set forms have 
now broken down, as they do about 
every 30 or 40 years, and we're 
waiting for a new impulse. So long 
as we believe in certain established 
methods of doing farce, melo- 
drama, musicals, problem plays or 
whatever, the writer proceeds with 
confidence. At the moment, the 
writer seems to me to have lost 
confidence—he’s poking gingerly 
at the stuff, partly confused, part- 
iy hopeful as to what will work— 
but he isn’t sure. It's a transitional 
time; we’re in the last gasps of one 
cycle and waiting, puzzled, for the 
next one to turn up.” 

Bolton advised that “the fright- 
(ening and paralyzing costs of 
any kind of production, and most 
especially musical production, are 
such that- most producers, libret- 
tists and composers have been 
scared away to working in more 
reasonable fields such as films and 
television. The unions, probably, 
ure to be blamed for the costs ex- 
isting today, and which costs for- 
bid the production levels of previ- 
ous seasons. The only union that 
isn't contributing to this paralysis 
is Equity. The actors, as usual, 
are pathetically eager to help and, 
consequently, get jobs.” 

The aisle-sitters were asked 
whether Broadway angels—outside 
money backing shows, instead of 
the producer's coin, as formerly— 
had hurt the theatre. Gabriel 
agreed. “The worst thing about the 
present situation is the abundance 
of other people's money (and usual- 
iy theatre-ignorant people's money ) 

















do it on Broadway instead of at 
Jamaica.” 


Nathan volunteered that “the 
money has to be raised somehow, 
and producers today are not as rich 
as were those of the past.” “Un- 
questionably this is not a good 
trend,” reported Dash, “but un- 
fortunately, under the present set- 
up, there is no way of avoiding the 
pool of backers.” Barron doesn’t 
see the theatre hurt, although “a 
show today is often a community 
project where the ones participat- 
ing are gambling their prospective 
salaries against their own show be- 
ing a hit.” 

“The new method of financing,” 
says Coleman, “is harmful. For 
one thing, it forces producers to 
budget productions at twice what 
they really cost. In return for find- 
ing a script, a director, a cast and 
backing, the producers want—and 
in many instances should get-—50% 
of the take for their efforts. Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein, Leland Hay- 
ward and a few other topflighters 
usually put their own money _be- 
hind their shows. But they know 
they are good. Personally, we pre- 
fer the old method because it would 
lower, by 50%, current exorbitant 
production coSts.. But -those who 
don’t have big bankrolls must turn 
to angels. And they are certainly 
entitled (I mean the’ producers) to 
a good part of the take for main- 
taining an office, auditioning an- 
gels, etc.” 

“Angels are a pain,” declared 
Bolton. “Angels are a pest. And 
no longer a plethora.” 


Angels, Peor Dopes 


Chapman sees nothing wrong 
with today’s setup. “The angels, 
the poor dopes, are keeping the 
theatre alive.” Atkinson disagrees. 
“The backers’ situation is harmful,” 
he said, ‘but I’m not expert enough 
to know how to improve it.” Sheaf- 
fer, however. feels that “production 
costs have become too high for one 
or two men to underwrite them.” 

The reviewers were asked their 
thinking on what looks like a mo- 
nopoly—“the Wonder Boys of 
Broadway.” Variety thought “it’s 
so dominantly Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein, or Leland Hayward, or Lind- 
say & Crouse, that only occasion- 
ally do a Feuer & Martin, or a 
Levin & Smith, or a Subber & 
Ayers, break through.” Gabriel 
answered that “the wonder boys 
are still all too few”; that R&H and 
L&C “do have the top layers now- 
adays, but they deserve it. They 
have the taste, the talents, and a 
genuine love of the theatre. Would 
you rather go back to Klaw & Er- 
langer?” Shipley isn’t worried 
about “monopoly.” He says “there’l! 
be plenty. of musicals (good and 
bad) by new names in the 50s.” 

“The reason so few super-pro- 
ducing firms arise today,” says 
Coleman, “is probably that the 
standard of competence is higher. 
With competition from other media 
what it is, it seems to us that the 
calibre of the newcomers is excel- 
lent. 
producers who were greats in the 
days of little or no competition, 
might easily be flops today. You 
have to have intelligence, taste and 
vision to succeed today. You have 
to be something of a creator. You 
have to develop ideas and find ex- 
actly the right scripters for them. 
You can’t wait for profitable prop- 
erties to fali into your lap.” 

“It’s just too tough to raise the 
dough for one thing, as far as mu- 
sicals are concerned,” advised 
Gaver. “The smart people lay off. 
There aren't over five persons ac- 
tive with musical production (pro- 
ducers, i mean) who know what it 
is all about. And some of the inept 
are veteran showmen. 
ing and pathetic.” 

“The wonder boys on Broadway,” 
wrote Barron, “are in that category 
because they became experts in 
every field of the business. 





which is involved.” Shipley dis- 
agrees. ‘Most backers are gam-| 
vlers, anyhow,” he says. “Let them 





vers They 
didn't try to remain composers 
playwrights, actors or in whatever 


particular field they started. They 


It has to be. Many of the | 


It is alarm- 
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went out and learned about how ¢ 

handie a boxoffice. They earnea 
about staging shows. They learned 
about audiences. They learned 
about writing plays and musicals, 
They learned about producing and 
how to book theatres. Even. Rus- 
sel Crouse, the world’s worst actor, 
I think, could go on and pinch-hit 
for Ethel Merman tonight if neces- 
sary. ad he could do it because 
he has studied every branch of 
show business just as have Rodgers 
& Hammerstein, Leland Hayward 
and the other successful ones. The 
wonder boys weren't content to be 
merely impresarios like the pro- 
ducers of 20 years ago. And that is 
the difference between today and 
the 1920s or Broadway.” 


Underplaying 


Critics were also queried as to 
the modern emphasis on natura)- 
istic acting, or “underplaying.” 
“Modern drama seldom calls for 
so-called ‘acting in the grand man- 
ner’,” replied Nathan. “Imagine 
Robert B. Mantell in ‘Jane’.” 

“I'm for bravura acting in scripts 
that require it,” advised Atkinson. 
“But I don’t think ‘The Shrike’ 
could be acted in any style except 
realism. There is some mighty fat 
acting in ‘Don Juan in Hell,’ and 
there would be no play if anyone 
tried to underplay that romantic 
declamation.” 


“Let us hope to God that the 
grand manner never comes back,” 
said Bolton. “I don’t see any 
chance of acting in the grand man- 
ner coming back,” wrote Cooke, 
“but I do believe that a little more 
ham will do no harm... . The the- 
atre needs blood.” “Underplaying 
still holds sway,” advises Chapman. 
“The only acting in the grand man- 
ner was dcne by Betty Hutton at 
the Palace.” 4 

“I’m all for what might be de- 
scribed as ‘heroic’ style,” Kerr ad- 
vises. ‘We've been scared to death 
of ‘ham’ for years and have dimin- 
ished performance scale to the 
point of almost psychopathic intro- 
version, The actor has pretty much 
curled up into his own private 
world, and, as a result, béen left 
to it. I suspect that the kind of 
open, direct vigor that Boyer and 
Laughton have got into ‘Don Juan’ 
would bring a lot of excited people 
running back into the theatre.” 

“I think the modern theatre is 
drawn too fine,” says Coleman. 
“That goes for writing as well as 
acting. It’s become too darn Subtle. 
It’s afraid to show a decent, honest 
emotion. The solution would be to 
recapture some of the vitality of 
the past and still retain the present- 
day polish.” 

Closing note was sounded by 
Shipley. “High prices mean that, | 
for sheer entertainment and noth- 
ing else, more and more people will 
turn to television. This may be 
good for the theatre, forcing it to 
respond to richer needs and deeper 
values. Entertainment, enlighten- 
ment, exaltation—these will all 
come from the effective ‘theatre, 
as no other of the public arts can 
give them.” 


Olney Preps New Season 
With Revamped Lineup 


Olney, Md., Mcy 20. 

Advance interest in Olney Thea- 
|tre’s subscription series plan is 
best in several seasons, despite lift 
in scale from $3 to $3.60 top, ac- 
cording to producer Evelyn Frey- 
man. With an almost complete new 
lineup, topped by NBC radio news- 
caster Kenneth Banghart, who has 
joined Mrs. Freyman as partner 
and co-producer, the strawhat has 
teed off a stepped-up program of 
exploitation. 

The 15-week season will be 
launched by Eva Gabor in a 10-day 
run of “Cardboard Lover,” begin- 
ning June 6. Joan Blondel! in 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” follows 
| June 17, with the Olney pattern of 
| Tuesday openings prevailing after 
| the preem. 

Other attractions on the agenda 
are Slavenska-Franklin Ballet, July 
1; “The Man,” starring Dorothy 
Gish, July 15; Carol Bruce in “One 
Touch of Venus,” July 29, and “The 
| High Road,” new play-with-music, 
| based on life of Scottish poet Rob- 
ert Burns, Aug. 26. Other shows 
| tentatively inked in with no dats 
include Walter Pidgeon i" 
“Second Threshold”; Constance 
| Bennett in “A Date With April; 
| Faye Emerson, in a play to be s¢- 
lected, and Jackie Cooper in “Re- 

mains to Be Seen.” 

| Warren Munsell, Jr., takes over 
as new house~manager, with Rob- 
|ert O’Hearn, of the Brattle Thea- 
itre, handling set design chores. 
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Stock Mgrs. Stick to 3-Actor Package 
. “Limit; Equity Snag Still Snarled 


Despite one open break in its 
ranks, the Stock Managers Assn. is 


apparently sticking to its three- 
actor limit on touring package 
shows. Although there are uncon- 
firmed reports of full-cast com- 
panies being booked, at least one 
new play being given a tryout tour 
is using only three permanent 
players, and numerous star revivals 
are conforming to the rule. 


Resignation of Milton Stiefel last 
week from the SMA is figured pri- 
marily a protest against the three- 
actor rule. In a letter to John 
Huntington, SMA president, an- 
nouncing his withdrawal, Stiefel 
declared, “I am not leaving for 
any one particular reason. On the 
contrary, there are several rea- 
sons.” However, Stiefel is report- 
edly booking several full-cast tour- 
ing shows for his Ivoryton (Conn.) 
Playhouse and is said to have been 
particularly critical of the three- 
player limitation. 

Richard Aldrich has scheduled at 
least one full-cast show, a legit edi- 
tion of the ““Mama” television stan- 
za, at his Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., although there’s a question 
of whether that may technically 
fall within the package rule. Simi- 
larly, the Westport (Conn.) Coun- 
try Playhouse wil! open its season 
with the Brattle Theatre revival of 
“Heartbreak House” and later play 
a tryout of the Clifford Goldsmith 
comedy, “Then One Day,” both pre- 
sumably exceptions to the rule. 

After protesting the package 
limit, Constance Bennett is abiding 
by it with her tour in a tryout of 
the George Batson comedy, “Date 
with April.” Using Edmon Ryan 
and Herbert Evers as permanent 
featured players and Arthur Sir- 
com as advance director, the star 
will pick up the remaining cast 
members at each stand. The tour, 
booked by Maynard Morris, of Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, will open 
June 2 at the Ann Arbor Drama 
Festival and then play single weeks 
at Hinsdale, IlL; Fayetteville, N. Y.; 
East Rochester, N. Y.; Worcester, 
Mass.; Olney, Md.; Dennis, Mass.; 


Fitchburg, Mass.; Princeton, And- | 


over, N. J., and Newport, R. I. 

Matters are apparently still at a 
standstill in the controversy over 
the new Equity regulations cover- 
ing stock. A few barns are sticking 
to their announced determination 
to remain dark, but others partici- 
pating in the recent ultimatum to 
the union are believed to be quiet- 
ly planning to reopen under Equity 
rules. Several managers object 
violently to-the new requirements 
about supplying board and lodging 
for actors, saying the setup is un- 
workable. 


Name Policy Mapped For 
Summer Stock at Miami 


Under Scott-Condos Met. 


Miami Beach, May 20. 

Cameo Playhouse, newest legit 
venture in this area, will inaugu- 
rate a 10-week summer season be- 
ginning June 9, with Franchot 
Tone starred in “Petrified Forest.” 
Producers are Sandy Scott and 
Nick Condos. Plans also call for a 
winter schedule of Broadway clicks 
and several tryouts. 


Theatre is located in heart of 
Miami Beach. Former groups at- 
tempting establishment of a legit 
house had to be content with out- 
lying locations, militating against 
sustained patronage. 

Lineup of names involved is im- 
pressive, with Jed Harris advising, 
Jean Dalrymple handling the book- 
ings and castings and Guy Thoma- 
Jian directing, plus—in the negoti- 
ating stage—John Garfield in 
“Postman Always Rings Twice”; 
Mae West in “Sextette,” Charles 
Boyer in “Accent On Youth” (Sam- 
son Raphaelson revising the origi- 
nal); Judy. Holbiday in “Dream 
Girl”; Martha Raye in “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” and Bette Davis in 
‘Black Chiffon.” 

Cameo Playhouse is expected to 
Seat 1,050, once stage is enlarged 
‘nd dressing rooms built. It is part 
4f the Wometco filmhouse chain. 
Scott produced 10 weeks of summer 
Stock featuring top legit names at 





Copa City two seasons ago. Condos, | Wives~Had Father,” a new three- 


with his wife Martha Raye, oper- 
ates the Five O’Clock Club. 


Winter season plans are being | Detroit newspaper critic and RKO 


formulated, 


hw. 








‘Fourposter’ Paid Profit 
Now 100% With 206 Divvy: 


Payment of a $20,000 dividend | 
last week on “Fourposter” brings 
the total distributed profit to 
100% on the $40,000 venture/#In 
addition, the Playwrights Co. pro- 
duction has about $17,000 in as- 
sets, including approximately $10,- 
000 cash reserve and $7,000 | 
bonds. The Jan de Hartog two- | 
character comedy, currently in its 
3lst week at the Barrymore, N. Y., 
is netting around $5,000 on its $21,- 
000-odd weekly gross. 

Jessica Tandy and Hume Cro-| 
nyn, co-starred in the play, with- | 
draw June 7 for a vacation, after | 
which they will tour in a second | 
edition, opening on the Coast late | 
in June. Betty Field and Burgess | 
Meredith will succeed as stars of | 
the Broadway production. 





| 
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‘Shrike’ in Fall 


“The Shrike,” Jose Ferrer’s 
production of the Joseph Kramm | 
psychological melodrama _ which | 
closes May 31 at the Cort, N. Y.,| 
may be taken over by Shepard 
Traube for reopening in the fall. 
Traube, whose touring edition of 
“Bell, Book and Candle” has made 
a cleanup, figures on _ sending 
Kramm’s Pulitzer Prize-winner on 
the road, perhaps after a limited | 
tuneup engagement on Broadway. | 

‘here’s still no indication who | 
would take over the leading male | 
role created and now being | 
played by Ferrer, who also: di- | 
rected. Various. Broadway and | 
Hollywood names have been sought | 
for the assignment, and an enthe-| 
closed star reportedly planed in|! 
from the Coast over the weekend | 
to see the show. But Traube is 
confident of being able to get a 
suitable name. Ferrer, who pro- 
duced the play in association with 
Milton Baron, is exiting for a film 
assignment contracted last fall. 

Presumably at least partly due 
to its Pulitzer citation, “Shrike” 
took a $4,000 boxoffice jump last 
week, to a gross of about $24,000. 
Although the pace would probably 
taper off a bit with the approach 
of hot weather, there’s apparently 
ample margin to insure the show’s 
continuance. 

The production has thus far 
earned an estimated profit of about 
$30,000 on its $50,000 investment. 
It has returned the original $50,000 
capitalization and has a cash re- 
serve of about $20,000, plus $9,260 
in bonds. Still to come is the 
show’s 40% Share of the $150,000 
film sale. 





JACOBS AIMS ‘FIRE’ FOR 
TRYOUT WITH BARTER 


“Sweet Fire,” Lee Marion com- 
edy about the first femme actress 
and including Shakespeare as one 
of the characters, has been ac- 
quired by Irving Jacobs and will 
be tried out the week of July 28 
at the Barter eatre, Abingdon, 
Va. Margaret Perry will direct. 
If the show is sufficiently promis- 
ing, Jacobs plans to bring it to 
‘Broadway late next winter or ear- 
ly spring. 

Already on Jacobs’ schedule for 





next season are three plays. First 
will be “Bernardine,” by Mary 
Chase, author of “Harvey” and 


“Mrs. McThing.” The show, to be 
directed by Guthrie McClintic, is 
already capitalized at $60,000. Next 
will be “Preacher Boy,” by Wil- 
liam McDowell Stucky, to be 
staged by David Alexander. The 
remaining item is “Monsieur Lau- 
tree,’ Edward Chodorov’s drama 
about the late French artist. 





Dallas Civic Preem 
Dallas, May 20. 
The Civie Playhouse will stage a 
premiere next month with “Five 


act comedy by Ted Wynn, set for a 
June 23-28 run. Wynn is a former 





scripter in Hollywood. 


Canton Show Shop Set For 


12 Weeks Under Somerset 


Hartford, May 20. 

Canton Show Shop, at nearby 
Canton, gets underway June 9 for 
a 12-week season under the banner 
of Joseph Somerset. Strawhatter 
will be Equity. Stanley Cobleigh, 
for several years operator of the 
barn, will be one of the members 
of the resident cast. Vinnie Rourke, 
w.k. character aetor, rejoins the 
company for the summer, 

Opening play will be “Private 
Lives.” One or two new plays may 
be tried out this summer. House 
is keeping to its formula of pre- 
senting well-known vehicles. 


$72,605 Deficit on ‘Joan’: 








Guild to Pay Fire Loss 
After Backer’s Protest | 


Although there’s little prospect 
of the revival being sent on tour as 
originally planned, the Theatre 
Guild will either replace or pay for | 
the “Saint Joan” scenery, costumes | 
and props destroyed in the recent | 
fire at the Kaj Velden . Studios, | 
Yort Lee, N.J. According to Law- | 
rence Langner, Guild co-director, | 
he and. Theresa Helburn, his col- 
league, feel a “moral responsibil- 
itv” in the matter, since they can- 
celled the “floater” insurance on 
the physica] production when they 
had it placed in storage. 

The Guild’s intention of making 
good the loss of the “Joan” pro- 
duction became known last week 
after one ef the show’s backers | 
had protested various matters con- 
nected with the venture. Langner | 
explained that the decision to drop 
the insurance policy on the scen- 
ery and costumes when “Joan” 
was put in storage at the close of 
the New York run last February 
was in line with standard Guild 
policy in such matters. 

“When Miss Helburn and I 
learned of the destruction of the 
production, however, we agreed 
that we had made a mistake in| 
not continuing the insurance, so 
we were morally responsible,” he 
says. “But until Margaret Webster 
returns from England we won't | 
be able to decide whether to re- | 
place the production or pay for it | 
—and if the latter, how much the | 
payment should be.” 

The Guild official points out that | 
the “Joan” revival was presented | 
in partnership with Edward Choate | 
and George Ross, using much of | 
the physical production, ~includ- 
ing nearly all the costumes and 
props, from the edition Miss Web- 
ster had done in Woodstock, N. Y., 


(Continued on page 60) 


D.C.’s Child Actor Ban 
Seen on Way Out Soon 


Washington, May 20. 

Legislation to permit child actors 
on Washington stages is beginning 
to move through Congress. Be-| 
cause Children under 14 have been 
barred from appearing, such pro- 
ductions as “South Pacific,” ‘“‘“Mem- 
ber of the Wedding” and “King 
and I” cannot come into this city. 

Last week the House District 
Committee, which had conducted 
hearings earlier, voted an okay 
for the bill of Rep. Emanuel 
Celler (D., N. Y.). The bill is slated 
to be voted in the House on’ May 
26. An identical bill, introduced 
in the Senate, won the approval of 
a Senate District sub-committee 
last week, following hearings in 
which 14 witnesses appeared in 
support and a few oppesed. 

There appears an_ excellent 
chance that the measure will be- 
come law within the next few) 
weeks. 

















New Strawhat Venture 
On Balto-D.C. Highway 


Baltimore, May 20. 

A new entry to the strawhat pic- 
ture here was announced this week 
for location on Route 1, Baltimore- 
Washington Highway, one mile 
south of Laurel, at Avondale 
Farms. Organized by Rudolph Pu- 
gliese, of the U. of Maryland 
Drama Dept.; Borah Z. Burman, of 
same school with strawhat experi- 
ence at Mt. Kisco and Saratoga un- 
der his belt, and J. Allen Bowers, 
of Ohio State and Wisconsin, the 
group, to be known as the Pine 
Tree Players, will use talent of 
some 50 universities in the east. 

Set to open July 1, repertory 
will include Broadway hits, some 
art stuff, an original. manuscript 
and a musical comedy possibility. 
Theatre will seat 350. 





ever, 


‘Affairs,’ ‘Wedding’ Pay Off Plenty, 
But ‘Aisle’ Ends $260,000 in Red 


> 





Terrell Skeds Dance Co. 


After Equity Alien Tiff registered a Broadway 


Because he was unable to get a 
waiver for an alien player to ap- 
pear in a contemplated revival of 
“Fledermaus,” St. John Terrell has 
switched to a non-legit bill for the 
week of Sept. 23-28 at his Lambert- 
ville (N. J.) Musie Circus. Alter- 
nate show will bring Jose Greco’s 
Spanish dance troupe in the start 
of a new U. S. tour. It will be the 


| first non-legit offering for the spot. 


Terrell had previously sought to 
star Rita Strich, of the Berlin State 
Opera, in the “Fledermaus” pro 
duction for the closing bill. How- 
Actors Equity refused to 
waive its alien rule on the ground 
that plenty of American singers are 
available for the assignment. 


‘Darkness Fades 
To $25,300 Loss 


“Darkness at Noon,’ the Play- 
wrights Co. production of Sidney 
Kingsley’s dramatization of the 
Arthur Koestler novel, wound up 
as a $25,300.51 loss, according to 
an accounting sent to the backers 
last week. Accompanying the 
statement was a $30,000 capital re- 
turn, making a total of $70,000 re- 
paid to the investors in the $100,000 
venture. A balance of $4,699.49 is 
being retained by the management 
to cover possible future expenses. 

The statement shows that the 
anti-Communist drama had an un- 
even financial record for the last 
weeks of its tour. For example, 
it grossed $19,424.68 for a profit of 
$717.88 the week ended April 5 in 
Seattle; drew $10.388.50 for a loss 
of $2,189.83 for seven perform- 
ances ended April 12 in Minneap- 
olis; got $8,829.50 for a loss of 
$2,310.27 the week ended April 19 
between Minneapolis 
waukee; pulled $19,951.10 for a 
profit of $945.78 the weak ended 
April 26 in Cincinnati, and played 
a one-nighter April 28 in Hunting- 
ton, W. Va., for a $3,500 guarantee 
and a profit of $1,714.63, giving it 
a net loss of $1,121.81 for the 32- 
performance period. 


Closing expenses to date are 
$1,658.77, but there was $258.51 
income from royalties. Although 
the project represents a sizable 
loss on its Broadway run and road 
tour, there’s still a possibility of 
it getting into the black via a film 
sale and/or a British production. 





| Claude Rains starred in the show 


on Broadway and Edward R. 
Robinson on the road. Adaptor 
Kingsley staged it. 


456 PROFIT SO FAR ON 
TRAUBE’S 256 ‘CANDLE’ 


“Bell, Book and Candle,” Shep- 
ard Traube’s touring edition of the 
John van Druten comedy, repre- 
sents a profit of around $45,000 
thus far on its $25,000 investment. 
It has distributed $18,000 in profits, 
has approximately $17,000 in cash 
reserve and about $10,000 in bonds. 

The show, currently in its 13th 
week at the Selwyn, Chicago, is 
apparently due to remain there 
through the summer. After taper- 
ing off recently, it took a sizable 
boxoffice jump last week in the 
face of a general downward 





| trend locally. The advance sale, re- 
/portedly about $10,000, is said to 
| be building. 


Joan Bennett and Zachary Scott 
have recently taken over as stars 
of the production, succeeding 
Rosalind Russell and Dennis Price, 
who went out in the parts played 
by Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer 
in Irene M. Selznick’s original 
Broadway production. 





Jarmel Out as Press Head 
Of Columbia Artists Mat. 


Dorle Jarmel has resigned as 
head of the press department of 
Columbia Artists Mgt. as of June 1. 

She'll remain in charge of pub- 
licity for the N. Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony. Her husband is Dario 
Soria, president of Cetra-Soria Rec- 
ords, of which she is veepee. 


and Mil-| 


* Last week’s six closings included 
three on Broadway and three tour- 
ing productions. Two of the shows 
were big-money smashes, one had 
run but 
represented a huge loss, and the 
others rate as boxoffice failures, al- 
though one is a prospéct to clean 
up on the road next season. 

The three Broadway closings 
were “Candida,” “Conscience” and 
“Paris '90.” The tourers were “Af- 
faiys of State,” “Member of the 
Wedding” and “Two on the Aisle.” 
The two hits represent a combined 
profit of about $430,000, while the 
four other entries, involving an 
aggregate deficit or around $322,- 
000, mclude “Two on the Aisle,” 
“Candida,” “Conscience” and 
“Paris '90.” 

“Affairs,” which folded in Ro- 
chester, represents” a profit of 
about $230,000 on an original $50,- 
000 investment. The Louis Ver- 
neuil comedy, with Celeste Holm 
as initial star and June Havoc tak- 
ing over during the 610-perform- 
ance New York run, had distrib- 
uted $206,000 profit by the time it 
went on the road last spring. At 
that time there was about $34,000 
in additional assets, but the Rich- 
ard Krakeur-Fred Finklehoffe pro- 
duction lost about $20,000 on tour. 
|If a suitable star can be obtained, 
| the management plans to send the 
| show on tour again in the fall. 

“Wedding,” which closed at the 
|-Windsor, Bronx, N. Y., after a final 
|two weeks on the subway circuit, 
also represents about $230,00¢ 


(Continued on page 60) 





Nederlanders May Pull 
Out of Mpls. Lyceum Due 


Minneapolis, May -20. 

Minneapolis, with a population 
of 520,000, may be without an oper- 
ator for its legitimate theatre 
henceforth, and road attractions 
desiring to play the city may have 
to come in and rent the house or 
other premises and themselves 
handle the necessary preliminary 
details which a resident manager- 
ship looks after. 


After four seasons of unprofita- 
ble operation, the Nederlanders of 
Detroit, where they’re veteran 
operators of the legit Shubert thea- 
tre, are.undecided whether they'll 
lease the Lyceum here for another 
season, according to Jimmy Neder- 
lander, who has been the Lyceum 
manager. Nobody else is remotely 
in sight to take the house over. 


In view of the small number of 
touring attractions available prof- 
itable operation of a legitimate 
theatre is practically impossible, 
_Nederlander says. The theatre was 
losing money the past season as 
a whole, he said, while at least 
three of its attractions, “Guys and 
Dolls,” “South Pacific’ and “Gen- 
tleman Prefer Blondes,” carted 
away large profits for their local 
engagements. 

“We had 16 legitimate shows and 
20 weeks of them the past season, 
more than the previous season, 
which had the fewest in the four- 
year period we've been here.” said 
Nederlander. “But that’s not near- 
ly enough to maintain a legitimaze 
theatre, even with an occasional 
picture, outside rentals and con- 
cert attractions available and prof- 
itable.” 


Another £6 000 Divyy 
For Rackers of ‘Kate’ 


Another $6.000 dividend was re- 
cently paid by “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
bringing the total distributed 
profits on the 1948-49 musical to 
$1,038,000 thus far. As of April 30, 
| there was an additional $14,388.44 
| in profits available for distribution. 

Recent incorne on the Cole 
|Porter-Sam and- Bella . Spewack 
| show has inelvuded $1,784.88 royal- 
| ty from the British production dur- 
jing February, $966.17 advance 
|royalty from the Australian com- 
| pany, $2,187.59 royalty from the 
'Swedish. edition for February- 
|March, $120 for rental of a 
| celeste, $1,400 broadcast fee from 
ithe “Railroad Hour” and $5,000 
|for sale of scenery and props to 
the San Diego Civic Light Opera 








| Assn. There were also expenses 
|totalling $4,021.92 during the 
period, 


To Losses; No Taker Seen ‘ 
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Plays on Broadway 


New Faees of 1952 


Leonard Sillman productfon of revue 
in two acts (26 scenes), with music and 
lyrics by Ronny Graham, June Carroll, 
Arthur Siegel, Sheldon Harnick, Mjchael 
Brown; sketches by Graham, Peter De 
Vries, Melvin Brooks. Overall directidén 
by John Murray Anderson; choreography 
and staging of musical numbers, Richard 
Barstow; sketch staging, John Beal; scen- 
ery, Raoul Pene du _ Bois; costumes, 
Thomas Becher; orchestra conductor, An- 
ton Coppola; orchestral arrangements, 
Ted Royal. At Royale, N. ¥., May 16, 52; | 
$6 top ($7.20 opening). : 

Cast: Virginia Bosler, June Carroll, 
Robert Clary, Allen Conroy, Virginia de 
Luce, Michael Dominico, Alice Ghostley, 
Ronny Graham, Patricia Hammerlee, 
Eartha Kitt, Joe Lautner, Carol Law- 
rence, Paul Lynde, Bill Mullikin, Carol 
Nelson, Rosemary O’Reilly, Jimmy Rus- 
sell. 





This new (and fourth) edition of 
Leonard Sillman’s intimate revue 
series is the best of the lot and 
may be the first one to pay off. A 
bright, brisk and generally origi- 
nal show, it proves a captivating 
evening for the escapist-minded 
and supplies a needed lift to the 
waning season. As the first appar- 
ent musical click in months, it’s a 
cinch for a healthy run, and may 
even refute the current credo that 
television has outmoded the stage 
revue. 

The element that distinguishes | 
this “New Faces” from previous 
Sillman ventures is its professional 
slickness, verve and pace. As be- 
fore, Sillman has rounded up a 
fresh, handsome and talented cast. 
But this time the material has 
been skillfully edited, the overall 
production has been brilliantly 
conceived, the decor is no less 
than inspired and the entire show 
has been staged with stunning ef- 
fect. The weaknesses are relatively 
minor. 

As with most revues, the material 
is uneven, with the first half def- 
initely better than the second. Also 
characteristic of the revue form, 
the greatest variability in the ma- 
terial is in the sketches, which 
range from original and incisive to 


| But this all-featured company is 


ister broad character-comedy, and 
Virginia de Luce combines nifty 
looks with a droll comedy touch. 

Among the agreeable singers are 
June Carre!l, Rosemary O'Reilly, 
Miss Ghostley and the sultry, dec- 
orativé Miss Kitt. The standout 
dancers are Jimmy. Russell, Allen 
Conroy, Michael Dominico, Vir- 
ginia Bosler, Carol Nelson, Carol 
Lawrence and Patricia Hammerlee. 


primarily an ensemble. enterprise, 





with the individuals in most cases 


and the material. 

Few shows are so blessed in the 
staging and physical production. 
Raoul Pene du _ Bois’s 


relatively simple settings and 
lights and, with only a few excep- 
tions, Thomas Becher’s costumes 
provide a vivid assist. John Mur- 
ray Anderson must be the recipient 
of major credit for the overall pro- 
fessional approach (including a 
consulting voice in the scenery 
and costumes), while Richard Bar- 
stow’s choreography and staging of 
the musical numbers and John 
Beal’s direction of the sketches 
complete a virtuoso combination. 
Hobe. 





Tovarich 

N. Y. City Theatre Co. (George Schae- 
fer, artistic director) production of com- 
edy’in two acts (four scenes) by Jacques 
Deval, adapted by Robert E. Sherwood. 
Stars Uta Hagen, Luther Adler, Herbert 
Berghof, Romney Brent, Paula Laurence. 
Directed and designed by Harry Horner; 
costumes, Noel Taylor; musical super- 
vision, William Brooks. At City Center, 
N. Y., May 14, °52; $3 top. 
pn SUP PREC RECOTEL Arny Freeman 
Prince Mikail........... Herbert Berghof 
Grand Duchess Tatiana...... Uta Hagen 
BRL éC has dallas wean sc cctencrs Se Bane 
Count Brekenski ...John Heldabrand 
Chauffourier-Dubieff...Raymond Bramley 
Martellau 3 u'sé bee ete Arny Freeman 
Fernande Dupont....... Paula Laurence 
Charles Dupont.......+++. Romney Brent 


TS" PPR DITTO TELL Edna Preston 
Georges Dupont..... ++++..Peter Brandon 
Helene Dupont..........- Pat Crowley 
eee. SPILT Te William Hickey 


Mme. Van Hemert.......Elizabeth Dillon 





imitative or obscure. The music is 
generally acceptable without of- 
fering any items of smash poten- 
tiality. The dancing is exception- 
ally proficient and _ stimulating, 
however, and there is an extraor- 
dinary amount of talent and per- 
sonality in these new faces on the 
Broadway scene. 

The novel opening brings an in- 
fectiously grinning Ronny Graham 
to promise that the revue is going 
to top the recent trend toward 
small-cast, small-production shows 
by dispensing with the entire 
troupe and physical setup, while 
he merely reads the script. “Faces” 
then skampers through a rough- 
house comedy sketch in which 
Graham is a bop musician at a 
Congressional hearing, offers a 
laughable song by pint-sized Rob- 
ert Clary as an oh-so-French lover 
with three adoring femmes, and 
then an eloquently understated 
dramatic song, “Guess Who I Saw 
Today,” sung by June Carroll. 


Among the superior numbers 
thereafter are a song, “Love Is a 
Simple Thing,”’ with several sing- 
ing combos and dance teams; a 
laughable jape of Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh getting their 
“Caesar” and “Antony” perform- 
ance schedule mixed up; a hilari- 
ous satirical song, “Boston Be- 


guine,” sung by Alice Ghostley; a 
nice sentimental sketch; ‘“Nanty 
Puts Her Hair Up”; a satire by 
Graham of the Truman Capote 
literary boom; a sulphurous song, 
“Bal Petit Bal,” by Eartha Kitt, 
and a moderately funny “Death of 
a Salesman” takeoff. 

In the milder second half, the 
standouts are an amusing spoof of 
the canasta' and kindred ecrazes: a 
poignant schoolboy number, “I'm 
in Love with Miss Logan,” sung 
by Clary; an explorer-lecturer sa- 
tire enacted by Paul Lynde: a 
caustic song quartet titled “Con- 
ventign Bound"; a diverting tra- 
vesty on Gian-Carlo Menotti, and 
a torchy song, 
rousingly put over by Miss Kitt. 

There are no tunes in the show 


that keep a patron humming after | 
he leaves the theatre, perhaps be- | 
cause the arrangements and stag- | 


ing aren't calculated to plug the 
tunes. On the other hand, in some 


cases the performance of the songs | vist). For although the former Im- | fect. 


is memorable and/or the lyrics 
are standout. Although none of 


“Monotonous,” | 


Julia Adler 
Luther Adler 


Mme. Chauffourier-Dubieft. . 
| Commissar Gorotchenko... 





This second production in the 
N. Y. City Center’s three-comedy 
spring season is the latest revival 
to dramatize the already-apparent 
infirmities of contemporary play- 
writing. It’s an enjoyable sort of 
expose, providing an entertaining 
and occasionally touching show, 
and making an acceptable succes- 
sor to the previous “Male Animal.” 

The Robert E. Sherwood adapta- 
tion of Jacques Deval’s sentinrental 
Parisian original, first presented in 
London in 1935 with Eugenie 
Leontovich and Cedric Hardwicke, 
and in New York the next season 


day, is an expertly tailored little 
romance, given an ingratiating per- 
| formance in this pop-price, limited- 
engagement revival. It’s not vig- 
orous enough to rate as a candi- 
date for takeover for a commer- 
| cial run, however. 

It is now presented frankly as a 
period piece, with a billposter pro- 
viding an intro and the two prin- 
cipals exiting in front of a bill- 
board at the finale. This minor 
touch is probably a good idea, since 
it tends to give a fictional quality 
to certain plot elements that might 
otherwise stir criticism in the pres- 
ent era of international tension. 

But while “Tovarich” deals with 
the Soviet regime with a tolerance 
hardly keyed to today’s public at- 
titude, the play is unquestionably 
not only pro-White Russian but 
| also anti-Communist (or, in the 
| language of that time, anti-Bolshe- 


i ‘ 
| Original Casi 
| Gilbert Miller production, staged by 
| Miller; designed by Raymond Sovey. At 
Plymouth, N. Y., Oct. 15, ’36; $3.30 top. 
a Ber Jobn Halliday 
Grand Duchess Tatiana. . Marta Abba 
Olga....... %......+.++- Irina Feodorova 
Count Brekenski ....Frederie Worlock 
Chauffourier-Dubieff . . Ernest Lawford 
Martellau ..+seeeee-Aristides de Leon 











Fernande Dupont. eceedcce Margaret Dale 
ee ere Jay Fassett 
Cook o suseasneedpceces Barbara Gott 


| Georges Dupont......... James E. Truex 
| Helene Dupont.......... . Amanda Duff 
tO ~~ irra J. Colville Dunn 
Mme. Van Hemert Leni Stengel 
| Mme. Chautfourier-Dubieff . 

i Adora Andrews 
Commissar Gorotchenko Cecil Humphreys 


|-—— —— 





|perial cavalry general Prince and 
|his Grand Duchess wife do turn 


subordinate to the overall group | 


scenery | 
makes eloquently colorful use of | 


factor in the ultimate destiny of 
Russia. Also, the references to the 
Soviet tortures of Czarist prisoners 
and the farcical presentation of a 
humorless femme. Red _ snooper 
(particularly the latter), are hardly 
likely to draw enthusiasm from the 
Daily Worker. 

Aside from its possible political 
connotations, “Tovarich” remains 
merely a light but adroit bit of 
comedy-romance. This revival is 
unevenly, but for the most part 
persuasively, done. Uta Hagen has 
authority and conviction as the 
Grand Duchess, with agreeable 
flexibility and absence of over- 
earnestness, particularly in the 
comedy moments when the impov- 
erished aristocrats are employed as 
servants in a Paris household. Her- 
bert Berghof’s performance as the 
Prince improves as the play pro- 
gresses, coming across as perhaps 
the lightest and most diverting he 
has given. 

Luther Adler, as the Commissar, 
concentrates on the good humor 
rather than the ruthlessness of the 
character. Romney Brent gives a 
straight comedy portrayal of the 
Paris banker perplexed to find him- 
self the employer of the nobility, 
but Paula Laurence uses slapstick 
to get boff laughs as his wife. In 
the featured roles, Pat Crowley and 
Peter Brandon are attractive as 
spoiled but likable teenagers (the 
presence of straight ingenue and 
juvenile parts seems an anachron- 
ism these days), and Raymond 
Bramley is properly suave as a 
banker scenting a lucrative deal. 

Harry Horner, who staged the 
show and designed the scenery, re- 
veals a broad approach with the 
former and expressive ingenuity 
with the latter. Noel Taylor's cos- 
tumes are effective and the inci- 
dental music, supervised by Wil- 
liam Brooks, is helpful. Hobe. 


Conscienee 
Messrs. Shubert (by arrangement with 
Joseph Kipniss and Jack Small) presenta- 
tion of drama in two acts by Pedro Bloch, 
translated by Claude Vincent, adapted by 
A. Klein. Stars Maurice Schwartz, 
who staged. Sets and lighting, Ralph Als- 


| wang. At Booth, N. Y., May 15, "52; $4.80 
| top. 
Robert Burgos........ Maurice Schwartz 





Diversity in tastes has a fine il- 
lustration here. This one-charac- 
ter drama, originally written in 
Portuguese by Pedro Bloch, has 








with Marta Abba and John Halli-| 


enjoyed successful runs in South 
| America, and has been playing in 
|Rio de Janeiro for the last two 
|years. Here, in an adaptation by 
|Canadian poet A. M. Klein from 
lthe translation of Claude Vincent, 
the opus looks marked for a very 
limited stay. 


Work brings Maurice Schwartz, 
founder and star of the old Yid- 
dish Art Theatre, to the English- 
speaking stage, but does him 
little credit. A lugubrious, heavy 
and confused drama, it limits 
Schwartz’s performance to an 
equally heavy, old-fashioned one, 
for a dull evening in the theatre. 


A strange vehicle, the opus is 
the story of a man who believes 
himself neglected by his family, 
runs away with another girl, and 
after five years, deserted by the 
femme when his coin runs out, re- 
turns home. The house is de- 
serted. Rummaging through some 
papers, the man learns that his 
daughter has married, his son has 
died,,;and his wife has been loyal 
to him all along. Alone with his 
conscience after denouncing his 
family all through the play, he 
goes mad. 

Playing the man, Schwartz con- 
ducts a sort of running (literally) 
monolog all evening, up and down 
stage, up stairs and onto a bal- 
cony, even into the audience. Imi- 
tating the other family-members 
sometimes, he is, however, always 
playing the one character—the 
man. Staging is a little novel, 
with Schwartz appealing to the 
audience for sympathy and under- 
standing, occasionally stepping 
down into the audience to make a 
point, ask a query or present some 
token of evidence of his “innd- 
cence.” Making accusations and 
charges, and appealing for our 
| goodwill, Schwartz , is somewhat 
| affecting, while at the same time 
|the whole thing is strangely un- 
, moving and wnconvincing. Per- 
‘formance is versatile, sharply- 
| keyed and strong, but to little ef- 
t Ralph Alswang’s sets are 
[sous making the evening. still 
heavier. It’s not for these times, 








the small company now has the| over to the Commissar the 4,000.- | hereabouts. Bron. 


authority or personal impact of a 


| 000,000 francs that the late Czar 


(Closed Saturday after four per- 


star, there are some notable tal-| had entrusted to their safekeeping, | formances). 


ents and attractive personalities | it is clear that they do so in the | 


present, and it seems likely that 
several of these oncomers will be- 
fore long hit stardom. 

Graham, besides writing some of 


the music, lyrics and sketches, is a! 


personabie comic whose 
need at the moment is to learn to 
take things a little easier. Miss 
Ghostley combines a_ serviceable 
voice with a terse comedy style 


j 


j longterm interest of Russia and 
| the Russiap people rather than for 
| the Soviets, whom they have ample 
| reason to hate. 

Moreover, after writing a check 


chief | for the funds, which are to be used | 


|for food for the Russian people 
| so that the Soviet government will 
inot have to dispose of Ukrainian 


oil fields to obtain credits with 





Dorati to Do Bela Bartok 
Opera at Dutch Festival 


Minneapolis, May 20. 
| Antal Dorati, conductor of the 
Minneapolis Symphony, will sail 
June 6 to Europe to do a perform- 
ance of Bela  Bartok’s opera, 
“Prince Bluebeard’s Castle,” in 


and a knack for characterization.| which to buy food, the emigre | Concert form, in English, at the 


Clary has an artful way of putting 
across comedy within an as-yet 
limited orbit; Paul Lynde can reg- 


| Prince says, in effect, that neither 
the Czarists nor the Soviets are 
| likely to be more than a passing 


Holland Festival in Scheveningen. 
Soloists will be Martha Lipton and 
Ottokar Kraus. 





o 





Play Out of Town 


First Philly Arena-Style 








First Lady 


Washington, May 19. 

New York City Theatre Co. presenta- 
tion of comedy in three acts by Kath- 
arine Dayton and George S. Kaufman. 
Stars Helen Gahagan, Edna_ Best, Ona 
Munson, Peggy Ann Garner, Frederic To- 
zere, Scott McKay; features Guy Spaull, 
Ruth MeDevitt, Addison Richards, Mar- 
gery Maude, Howard Wierum, Regina 
Wallace. Directed by David Alexander. 
Setting, Peter Larkin; costumes, Noel 
Taylor. At Gayety, Washington, May 19, 
"52 


Sophy | EE ee Ona Munson 


Charles Frank Rowan 


Emmy Paige ......... Peggy Ann Garner 
Lucy Chase Wayne....... Helen Gahagan 
Stephen Wayne.......... Guy Spaull 
Belle Hardwick......... Margery Maude 
hk ties. cade ensveepe Regina Wallace 


Ann Forrester va Althea Murphy 
Congressman’s Wife...Genevieve Frizzell 
AO ee Darthy Hinkley 


OMGED.. 5. ccc cocvevsdess Ulla Kazonova 
Senor Ortega... cvseccecsccds Luis Martinez 
7  «.cnnnestden panes Norman Chi 
EE. | -< deeesndheie oud s Leonard Lord 
ee NOR ik. 4 c0baseaee'e Jean Jordan 
Oe RST +. Richard Warner 






Mrs. Creevey.... ».. Ruth McDevitt 


Mrs. Davenport..........++- Bette Ford 
Senator Keane.. ......-- Scott MeKay 
Tom Hardwick......... Addison Ri¢thards 
Irene Hibbard............-.._Edna Best 
Bleecker seneveecesen® Hal Cooper 
Carter Hibbard......... Frederic Tozere 


Gecrge Mason........ . Will Hussung 
Elsworth T. Gannin 
Jason Fleming 


Herbert Sedgwick Pee 


Howard Wierum 
Richard Hamilton 
.. Richard Sterling 





“First Lady,” third and last of 
the N. Y. City Theatre Co. re- 
vivals, is potentially the most en- 
tertaining of this laugh-packed 
trio. It has a timely election year 
plot and, with only a few modern 
references, would show nary a 
wrinkle or gray hair. ‘ 

What gives it a particular 
pungency in Washington is that it 
returns Helen Gahagan (Douglas) to 
the stage after many years, and 
also brings her back to the na- 
tional capital where she served 
three terms as a member of Con- 
gress. 


The almost packed opening- 
night house and final curtain ova- 
tion from the audience were 
largely a tribute to her. 

This Katharine Dayton and 
George S. Kaufman.play about 
the two highly-placed Washington 
ladies who set out to get their hus- 
bands elected President was slow- 
moving and clumsy in its opening 
scene. But, as it went along, it 
picked up immeasurably as the 
cast began to slip into the groove. 
By the time “First Lady” reaches 
New York it should be much fun- 
nier, faster and more polished. 

Story has Miss Gahagan, as the 


wife of the U.S. Secretary of State, 


trying to get her husband the 
party’s Presidential nomination. 
She, herself, had lived in the 
White House as a young child, 
when her grandfather was Presi- 
dent. . 
The other woman is Edna Bes 
wife of an elderly Supreme Cou 
Justice, and Miss Gahagan’s bitter- 
est foe because she once stole the 
chef of the Secretary of State. 
Miss Best has ideas of ditching her 
husband, marrying a handsome 
young western Senator and get- 
ting him elected President. In 
order to protect her husband’s in- 
terests, Miss Gahagan inadvertent- 
ly almost helps to win the nomina- 
tion for the Supreme Court Jus- 
tice. However, there is a nice 
comedy twist and happy ending. 

Miss Gahagan was _ obviously 
nervous during most of the long 
first scene opening night. This 
tended to slow up.the entire cast, 
so that ordinarily good lines fell 
flat and didn’t get their laughs. 
However, toward the scene’s end, 
Miss Gahagan began to hit her 
stride and, by the second act she 
was ripping into her part with 
spirit and authority. 

he muffed several lines, but re- 
covered quickly as the sympathetic 
audience seemed to give her a lift. 
_Miss Best, as the other woman, 
gives her role a completely bitchy 
and laugh-provoking reading which 
never falters. When she’s on 
stage _ the audience is always 
watching her. She provides an 
endless variety of facial and body 
euptessions, all of them delight- 
ul, F 

Peggy Ann Garner plays a 
southern belle niece of Miss Gaha- 
gan, who winds up by getting en- 
gaged to the handsome your,” 
Senator. Her portrayal makes a 
warm, interesting girl of what 
otherwise would be a type. Scott 
McKay does equally well as the 
poe, Sener 

ackstopping this capable quar- 
tet are Ona Munson = oueretuey 
|to Miss Gahagan; Guy Spaull as her 
| husband, the Secretary of State, 
and Frederic Tozere as the Su- 
preme Court Judge. Lowe. 











j 
George Wilmot has been ap- 
pointed acting manager of the Er- 
| langer, Chicago...John B. Corn- 
| well has taken over the assistant 
| Stage manager’s post in the Chi- 
| cago “Moon is Blue” company, in- 
,Stead of Mike Lipton, originally 


|named. Ernie Martin and Abe Bur- 


i looking over the Chicago 


‘Guys and Dolls” company. 


Legit Setup to Debut In 


Fairmount Park June 30 


Philadelphia, May 20. 

What's regarded here as the first 
municipally owned and operated 
theatre in the U.S. will be launched 
June 30, when the City of Phila- 
delphia opens its Playhouse-in-the- 
Park for a 10-week season of sum- 
mer stock. 

Plays will be presented in a 
tent-area at Belmont Mansion, Fair- 
mount Park. Theron Bamberger, 
Broadway producer and for the 
last 12 years associated with the 
Bucks County Playhouse, at New 
Hope, Pa., will be the managing 
producer. Forrest Haring will 
serve as business manager, and 
Gerald Savory as director. 

Playhouse will be restricted to 
straight plays and non-musical 
fare, so as not to conflict with 
nearby Robin Hood Dell, al fresco 
concert stadium in Fairmount Parx. 
Dell group, led by Recreation Com- 
missioner Fredric R. Mann, was 
long in opposition to city theatri- 
cals in the park, which they viewed 
as unneeded competition to the 
outdoor musical season. 

New project marks the _ intro- 
duction here of theatre-in-the- 
round. Playhouse tent will have a 
1,000-seat capacity, with chairs ar- 
ranged in 14 rows around the cen- 
tre playing area. Prices range from 
$1.20 to $2.40 for evening perform- 
ances and $1.20 to $1.80 for mat- 
inees. The city waives its 10% 
amusement tax. Opening attrac- 
tion will be Sylvia Sidney, in 
“Goodbye, My Fancy.” 


~ Barn Notes 


Deal is set for Mae West to tour 
the strawhats and probably star 
on Broadway next fall in “Sex- 
tette,” her adaptation of a nine- 
character comedy by Frances Hope. 
Alexander S. Ince, who will pro- 
ducé the show, planed to the Coast 
last week to start casting... Mrs. 
R. L. Walter and Francis Curtis 
will be treasurers this summer at 
the Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. John J. Crowley wiil 
again be assistant to producer 
Theron Bamberger, with Robert 
Caldwell doing most of the staging. 
However, Ezra Stone will direct 
the tryout the week of June 23 of 
“Count Your Blessings,” Carl and 
Dorothy Allensworth comedy to 
star Albert Dekker ..The Grove 
Theatre, Nuangcla, Pa., will open 
its 19th season May 29 with ‘‘Folies 
Bergere 1952,” continuing it 
through June 7. The spot will 
launch its regular strawhat sched- 
ule June 16, continuing 15 weeks. 
Joe Heidt, Robert O’Byrne and 
Matthew Harlib have supplied half 
of the $10,000 bankroll for their 
proposed strawhat at the Casa 
Mana, Teaneck, N. J., and are rais- 
ing the balance locally... Beatrice 
Lillie is making a personal plea to 
the Equity council to grant a waiver 
to Reginald Gardiner, an alien, to 
appear in her touring musical 
package...The Gretna Playhouse, 
Mt. Gretna, Pa., will open June 12 
for its eighth season under Gene 
P. Otto and Charles F. Coghlan. 
Ted Gress, pressagent for the spot, 
is currently on a writing and film 
assignment in Germany. .-. Queenie 
Smith, onetime musical comedy 
star, will be on the Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse pub- 
licity staff this summer, assisting 
Ralph Lycett. 

The Dallas Civic Playhouse here 
will open a season of summer 
theatre productions July 2, with 
Jack Reed managing director. Sea- 
son will run for nine weeks. 

The Pocono Playhouse in Moun- 
tainhome, Pa., will open its sixth 
season June 13 with “A Tree Grows 
In Brooklyn,” starring Lanny Ross. 
Playhouse will be under manage- 
ment of Rowena Stevens again, 
with productions directed by John 
O'Shaughnessy and Richard Ben- 
der. Dixie Lee is press rep. 

Richard Skinner, who was com- 
pany manager with the “Moon Is 
Blue” No. 3 company, leaves Fri- 
dag (23) for Chi to take over same 
spot with the No. 2 troupe, spend- 
ing the summer with them, and on 
tour thereafter. This will mark the 
first summer since 1924 that Skin- 
ner won't be managing a strawhat. 
He was last with the Olney, Md., 
Playhouse. He hopes to finish his 
book of reminiscences on the thea- 
tre, “Places, Please,” this summer 


New Illinois Barn Setup 
St. Louis, May 20. 

The Pandora Players, Decatur, 
Ill., little theatre group, will stase 
plays in the Blue Mound, Ill. 
strawhat, teeing off June 7. This 
will bring legit there for the first 
time in 13 years. 

Policy calls for four perform- 
ances on weekends, winding UP 
| Aug. 31. 
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cy , e. . 
Stuff—Legit 
Engagement of Newbold Morris as special assistant to the president 
of Actors Equity is figured as a move engineered largely by Ralph 


Bellamy, who is due for election as the union’s president at the forth- 
coming annual membership meeting. The star is regarded as a strong 


advocate of the five-branch merger 


plan and Morris will be primarily 


a sort of super-negotiator with officials of other Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America affiliates on the one-big union of performers idea. 
Although Morris’s salary isn’t revealed, a member of the Equity council 


indicated that it will be in the neighborhood of $25,000. 


“It’s enough,” 


he remarked, “to make Paul Dullzell (the union’s treasurer and a fa- 


natie on economy) go right through 





the roof.” 


Over 400 Chicago theatre and newspaper personalities turned out 
to honor the memory of Ashton Stevens at a luncheon Saturday (17) 
sponsored by the Friends of the Chicago Public Library. The occasion 
came a little less than a year after the death of the Chicago newspaper- 
man, who had become known as the dean of American drama critics 


during a career that spanned a ha 
in-person guests and the messages 
like a roll call of the top show bi 


If century. The tributes from the 
from all parts of the country read 
z figures in the nation. Mrs. Kay 


Ashton Stevens and nephew George Stevens, film director, were guests 


of honor at the affair, emceed by 
Warren Brown, 


Herald-American sports columnist 





‘PACIFIC’ SMASH $48,358 
AGAIN IN 4TH PITT WEEK 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

There was no change in the 
“South Pacific’ standings for its 
fourth and final week at the Nixon. 
Smash musical did- $48,358 again. 
same as it got every stanza except 
the first, when take was a few hun- 
dred dollars under that because of 
the pass list. It marked the most 
successful engagement for a show 
in Pittsburgh’s legit history. 

In addition, “Pacific” got an 
extra $10,000 at a benefit show a 
week ago Sunday (11) for Red 
Cross Flood. Relief. House. cur- 
rently has “Minsky’s Follies,” first 
regular legit booking for this 
| nitery unit, and goes dark for a 
week before “Call Me Madam” 
comes in June 2 to end the regu- 
lar season. 








|6 ? * 
‘Bell’ $13,700, Chi; 
Irving Barnes, Pittsburgh radio and TV baritone who has also done | 3 b 3 


some opera Work there, was at first 


the revival of “Porgy and Bess,” in which he'll play a small role in | ¢ 


a little reluctant about signing for 


addition to understudying William Warfield and his alternate, LaVerne 


® ? 
“Aisle 2446, Fold 
Hutchinson, because it would mean being separated from his family for | IS e ? 9 0 S$ 


the first time. 
daughter wasn’t of school age yet, 
New York so they could get a look 


only did the youngster get a bit but so did Mrs. Barnes, thus pérmit- ld 


ting them all to be together for the 


When he mentioned. to the management that his only | 


they told Bzrnes to bring her to 
at the child. Windup was that not 


long tour. 





Olivia de Havilland, who closed | 
Saturday (17) in “Candida,” goes to | 
the Coast this week, to remain un- | 
til mid-August, when she returns | 
east to start rehearsals in Thomas | 
Hammond’s production of ‘“Por- | 


trait of a Lady.” She. had previ- | 


Legit 


Bits 


stage manager of Katharine Cor- 
nell’s touring “Constant Wife,” in 
order to ready the summer season 
at the strawhat. Keene Curtis 
succeeded him ... John Fearnley, 
casting director for Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, will partner with 
Franklin Gilbert as co-producer ef 
“Maggie,” the musical version of 


ously planned to summer in Con-| “What Every Woman Knows.” 


necticut . . . Bill Pierson returned | 
Monday (19) to his origina? role in 


Katharine Cornell will be guest 
of honor at a reception-tea tossed 


“Stalag 17,” having played it in the | by Hub women_editors Friday (23) 


Paramount screen version of the }-at_ Boston’s Press Club. Femmes | 


comedy-meller . . . The Shuberts | 
are going ahead with plans to ac- | 
quire the rights to “Tree Grows in | 
Brooklyn” and send it on tour next 
fail. . . Gertrude Macy, producer 
of “I Am a Camera,” sails July 1| 
for a four-week vacation in Europe 
with her adopted son. She'll in-| 
clude a five-day visit to London to 
see the shows and discuss a pos- 
sible British edition of “Camera.” | 
Walter Starcke, associate producer | 
of the John van Druten play, is due 
in New York today (Wed.) after va- 
cationing on the Coast, with a stop- | 
off in San Antonio on his, way back. 

Maximilian Schultz, assistant to 
producer-director Otto Preminger, 
received his final naturalization | 
papers Monday (19) in Federal | 
Court, N.Y. At the same time, the | 
Vienna-born stager was given per- 
mission to change his last name to 
Slater, that being the name of the 
southern roue played by Donald 
Cook in “Moon Is Blue,” which 
Preminger  staged...“Porgy  & 
Bess,” which opens a tryout June 
9-22 in Dallas, will probably play a 
two-week stand at the National, 
Washington, before coming to the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N.Y., 
a six-week stand starting Sept. 3 
.. . Robert Coleman, drama critic 
of the N. Y. Mirror, is not joining 
the Shubert publicity staff. 

Al Goldin is general manager 
for “New Faces,” with Arthur 
Barkow general stage manager, 
Morty Halpern stage manager and 
Clark Ranger assistant. Bill Doll, 
Dick Williams and Robert Ullman 
are pressagents on the show and 
Meyer Davis is orchestra manager. 
... Edward Haas is company man- 
ager of the City Center’s “Tova- 
rich” revival .. . Michael Winokur, 
a U. of P. fine arts student, will be 
technical apprentice this summer 
at the Saratoga (N. Y.) Spa Thea- 
tre. He worked last summer at the 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. He’s a son of Julius 
Winokur, of the theatrical account- 
ing firm of Pinto, Winokur & Pa- 
kano .. . Les Thomas, company 
manager of the touring “Cocktail 
Party,” which closed last week in 
Toronto, is driving back to the 
Coast with his daughter. The latter 
came east with her mother, who is 
sSummering in England. Thomas 
will again be general manager of 
the Actors Co., La Jolla, Cal., this 
summer, 


Edna Best, co-starring with 
Helen Gahagan Douglas in the City 
Center’s forthcoming “First Lady,” 
Will summer “on the Coast, but 
plans to return east in the fall... . 





Tennessee Williams, whose “Sum- | 


mer and Smoke” is current at the 
Circle in the Square, N. Y., will 
appear at the off-Broadway spot 
hext Sunday afternoon (25) and 
Monday night (26) to give readings 
from his poetry and unpublished 
works . . . Windsor Lewis, who 
©perates the Robin Hood Theatre, 
Arden, Del., withdrew last week as 


will present Miss Cornell with a 
scroll, signed by all local distaff 
scribes, commending here for 
“winning and maintaining high 
eminence in her own profession, 
thereby bringing distinction and 
honor to all professional women.” 

Margaret Sullivan, known as 
“Sully” during her many years at 
the switchboard of the Cornell-Mc- 
Clintic office, is back on a fill-in 
basis until next Saturday (24)... 
The Committee of Theatrical Prod- 
ucers may hold a meeting during 
1952... Actress Cele McLaughlin, 
who sailed last week for a vacation 
in Scotland and Ireland, will return 
for strawhat commitments ... 
Maynard Morris, of the Music 
Corp. of America legit department, 
planed Friday (16) to Italy for a 
four-week vacation ... Stage man- 
ager Bob Downing won the $2,000 
first prize in the annual “Dr. Chris- 
tian” script contest, and his win- 
ning entry, “Old Hundred,” will be 
aired on the show tonight (Wed.). 

The No. 3 company of “Moon Is 
Blue,” which closed week before 
last in Baltimore, just about broke 
even. The production, capitalized 
at $50,000, returned ifs investment 
about a month ago and had built 
a reserve of about $8,000, but lost 
it on its final weeks’ operation .. . 
Ralph Bellamy, slated to be elected 
president of Actors Equity at the 
coming annual meeting, is so busy 
with television he hasn’t time for 
luncheon engagements ... The 
Assn. of Theatre Benefit Agents has 
voted Abe Baronoff, of the Hel- 
linger, N. Y., the most cooperative 
treasurer and Elias Weinstock, of 
the Shubert office, the most coop- 
erative manager . .. Actors Equity 
has just published the 10th edi- 
tion of its Players’ Guide. It’s 
edited by Paul L. Ross. 

Erik Rhodes will return to Dallas 
for the Summer Musicals, to play 
the Tin Woodman in “The Wizard 
of Oz.” Slated to do the Wizard is 
Joe E. Marks. Bob Breen is to 
stage the production. Debbie Rey- 
nolds may play the role of Dorothy. 

Malcolm Atterbury and Ellen 
Hardies, of the Albany, N. Y., Play- 
house, and Eunice Osborne, direc- 
tor of the Malden Bridge, N. Y., 
Summer Playhouse, are working in 
a film in Albany which the New 
York State Dept’s. Office of Public 
Health Education is making on il- 
legal narcotics traffic, under the 
title of “Someone Is Watching.” 
| Gene Soares, radio publicist for the 
| State Dept. of Commerce, former 
| bit actor at the Playhouse and ex- 
| WABY announcer, also appears in 
“Someone.” 


‘Cocktail’ 16G, Toronto 
Toronto, May 20. 
“Cocktail Party” grossed a good 








1,525-seater, scaled at $3.50 with 
tax, 





$16,000 at the Royal Alexandra, 


| 


Chicago, May 20. 

| Continual rains have put a 
amper on this city’s legit boxof- 
fice. Wednesday matinees were off, 
| the chief sufferer being “Guys and 
'Dolls,” which while still highly 
| profitable, fell below the $50,000 
| gross for the first time. “Bagels 
|}and Yox,” which opened May 11, 


is doing fair business, and the} 
other two attractions, “Moon Is 
| Blue” and “Bell, Book and Can- 


| dle,” are getting by. “Two On the 
| Aisle” closed Saturday (17) after 
two. slow weeks. 

There’s nothing new in sight for 
the rest of the summer and “Stalag 
17” will probably lead off the fall 
entries. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Bagels and Yox,” Blackstone 


(Ist wk) ($4.40; 1,354). Not bad 
|$18,000 for first nine perform- 
ances. 


“Bell, Book and Candle,” (Sel- 
wyn (12th wk) ($4.50; 1,000). Hold- 
ing to about $13,700. 

“Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (12th 
wk) ($6; 2,100). Hit by the rains, 
|especially at the matinees; $49,100. 


“Moon Is Blue,” Harris (55th 
wk) ($4.40; 1,000). Passable at 
$10,200. 


“Two On the Aisle,” Great 
Northern (2d wk) ($6; 1,500). Light 
$24,500 forced closing Satur- 
day (17). 


‘MADAM’ SETS ALL-TIME 
D.C. HIGH WITH $47,083 


Washington, May 20. 


“Call Me Madam,” with Ethel 
Merman, hit the b.o. jackpot in its 
second stanza at the _ recently- 
reopened National, registering an 
all-time high of $47,083. Though 
the initial week was also SRO. 
opening night quota of press and 
invitees bit into the take. Theatre 
has a “no standee” policy, so this 
is absolute capacity. 

Carol Channing in “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” opens a_ three- 
week stand June 2, immediately 
after close of “Madam.” Since Na- 
tional is air-conditioned, prospects 
for the newcomer loom bright. 


Gayety, dark for one week, relit 
last night with Helen Gahagan 
Douglas in “First Lady,” third and 
last of the N. Y. City Theatre Co. 
revivals to try out here. 


‘Affairs’ Pale $7,900 
In Buffalo-Rochester 


Rochester, May 20. 

“Affairs of State,” with Haila 
Stoddard in the starring part, drew 
a pale $7,900 last week in a split 
between Buffalo and here. Com- 
edy got a modest $5,500 in five per- 
formances Monday-Thursday (12- 
15) at the Erlanger, Buffalo, and 
added $2,400 in three shows here 
Friday-Saturday (16-17). Bus strike 
apparently crimped business here. 

The Richard Krakeur-Fred Fink- 
lehoffe production folded here, but 
is slated to be sent out again in 
the fall, probably with a new cast. 


‘Wedding’ 1336, Bronx 


“Member of the Wedding” finally 
wound up its honeymoon Saturday 
night (17) with a gross of $13,500 
at the Windsor, Bronx, N.Y. It was 
ithe second week of a fortnight’s 
'spin oh the subway circuit. 

With the breakup of the cast, 
Ethel Waters leaves shortly for the 
Coast to repeat her starring part 
in Stanley Kramer's film edition of 
the Carson McCullers drama. 














The overall business level re- 
mained about the same on Broad- 
way last week, with most shows 
making slight-to-moderate gains, 
but two taking sizeable drops. At- 
tendance inclined to be up a bit 
early in the week, sagged some- 
what in midweek, but took a spurt 
at the weekend. Conditions are 
expected to remain about the same 
this week. 


The total gross for all 23 
shows last week was $540,600, 
or 73% of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the total for all 22 
shows was $550,900, or 73%, 
representing a rise of 3% from 
the week before. 

A year’ago Yast week the 
total for all 23 shows was 
$618,800, or 78%, a rise of 1°% 
from the preceding week. 

Of the new shows, “New Faces” 
drew a generally enthusiastic press 
fand despite lack of an advance 
sale, was a sellout after the open- 
ing, getting standee attendance 
Saturday night (17). The manage- 
;ment apparently outmaneuvered it- 
self by opening the revue on a Fri- 
day night, as the reviews lost some 
of their impact in the low-circula- 
tion Saturday papers and it may be 
necessary to increase the ad budget 
to register critical endorsement 
with the public. ‘“‘Tovarich” drew 
mildly favorable notices as the sec- 
ond in the City Center’s spring 
series, but “Conscience” was 
panned and flopped out Saturday. 


The schedule of cldésings is as 
follows: “Don Juan in Hell” and 
possibly one or two others, Satur- 
day (24); “Tovarich,” Sunday (25); 
“Gigi” and “Shrike,” May 31; 
“Stalag 17,” June 21, and “Point 
of No Return,” June 28. 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama). . 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top price; 
number of seats, capacity aross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
| exclusive of tax. 

“Candida,” National (4th wk) 
(CD-$4.80; 1.172; $25,500) (Olivia 
de Havilland). Over $6,000 (pre- 
vious week, under $6,000); closed 
Saturday night (17) after 31 per- 
formances. at a loss of about $7,- 
000 (details in separate story). 


| “Conscience,” Booth (lst wk) 
| (D-$4.80; 900: $20,235) (Maurice 
Schwartz). One-man drama opened 
Thursday night (15) to six pans 
(Atkinson, Times; Coleman, Mir- 
ror; Kerr, Herald Tribune; Mc- 
Clain, Journal-American; Pollock, 
Compass; Watts, Post) and two in- 
decisive (Chapman, News; Haw- 
kins, World-Telegram & Sin): 
closed Saturday night (17) after 
four performances, for a gross of 
about $3,000 and a loss of around 
$30.000 (details in separate story). 

“Don Juan in Hell.” Plymouth 
(7th wk) (CD-$4.80; 1.063: $31.000) 
(Charles Laughton, Cedric Hard- 











wicke, Agnes Moorehead). Just 
under $28,000 (previous week, 
27.400); closing Saturday night 


24): will tour again in the fall. 

“Fourposter,” Barrymore (30th 
wk) (C-$4.80: 1,012: $27,000) (Jes- 
sica Tandy, Hume Cronyn). Over 
$21.300 (previous week, %20,600): 
Betty Field and Burgess Meredith 
take over as co-stars June 9, with 
the Cronyns set to do the play on 
the road. 

“Gigi,” Fulton (26th wk) (C- 
| $4.80; 1,063; $23,228) (Audrey Hep- 
burn). Just under $14.000 (pre- 
| vious week, $12,800); closes May 
31, to tour in the fall. 

“Guys and Dolls.” 46th St. (78th 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1.319: $43,904). As 
seem the standee limit at $44,- 


“I Am a Camera,” Empire (25th 
wk) (CD-$4.80-$6; 1.082; $24.908) 
(Julie Harris). Almost $21,400 
(previous week, $20.900). 

“King and I,” St. James (60th 
wk) (MD-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) 
(Gertrude Lawrence). As _ usual, 
absolute capacity; over $51.700. 

“Male Animal,” Music Box (3d 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $27.000) (El- 
liot Nugent. Martha Scott. Robert 
Preston). Moved here Thursdav 
(15) from the City Center; first 
four performances through Satur- 
day night (17) drew nearly $8.500: 
show started the current week 
with almost $2,300 for Sunday 
night (18) performance. 

“Moon Is Blue.” Miller (63d wk) 
(C-$4.80: 920: $21,586) ‘(Barbara 
Bel Geddes, Donald Cook, Barry 
Nelson). Nearly $15,100 (previous 
week, $13,800). 

“Mrs. McThing,” Morosco (i3th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $26,800) (Helen 








Bway Steady; Faces’ SRO 106 in 3, 
Tovarich’ $18,400, ‘Conscience’ Flops, 
‘Sing’ $32,300, ‘Shrike’ 24G, ‘Gigi 146 


| Hayes). About 
| week, $23,300). 


$22,300 ‘(previous 


“New Faces,” Royale (lst wk) 
| (R-$6; 1,035; $32,000). Opened 
| Friday night (16) to six enthusi- 
|astic notices (Atkinson, Times; 


| Chapman, News; Hawkins, World- 
|Telegram & Sun; Kerr, Herald 
Tribune; McClain, Journal-Ameri- 
can; Pollock, Compass), one mild 
(Watts, Post) and one 
|straddle (Coleman, Mirror); first 
| three performances drew about 
| $10,000, plus $1,800 for a preview. 
| “Of Thee I Sing,” Ziegfeld (2d 
|wk) (MC-$6; 1,628; $48.500) (Jack 
|Carson, Paul Hartman). Nearly 
| $32,300 (previous week, $33,200). 


| “Paint Your Wagon,” Shubert 
\(27th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,361: $46,- 
| 000) (James Barton). About $30,300 

(previous week, $29,200); Eddie 
| Dowling takes over as star June 2, 
when Barton’s contract expires. 
| “Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (20th wk) 
| (MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602). As be- 
| fore, standees at all times; $40,100. 
| “Paris ’90,” Golden (11th wk) 
| (MC-$4.80; 776; $19,195) ‘(Cornelia 
| Otis Skinner). Over $9,800 (pre- 
|viaus week, $8,100); closed Satur- 
day night (17) after 87 perform- 
lances, at a loss of around $24,000 
(details in separate story); will tour 
|in the fall. 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin 
(23d wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331; $37,- 
924) (Henry Fonda). Almost $27,- 
500 (previous week, $30,500); will 
lay off five weeks beginning June 
30. 

“Shrike,” Cort (18th wk) (D- 
$4.80; 1,056; $27,700) (Jose Ferrer, 
Judith Evelyn). Got a delayed but 
potent boost from the Pulitzer 
Prize award; almost $24,000 (pre- 
vious week, $20,000); closing May 
|31, when Ferrer withdraws for a 
| film commitment. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (161st 
wk) (MC-S6; 1.659; $50.186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). 
Reached $40,700 ‘(previous week, 
$40.000). 

“Stalag 17,” 48th St. (54th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 912; $21,547). Nearly’ $12,- 
900 (previous week, $12,000); clos- 
ing June 21, to tour. * 

“Three Wishes for Jamie,” Hel- 
linger (9th wk) (MC-86.60; 1,527; 
$51,300) (Anne Jeffreys, John 
Raitt). Over $24,000 (previous week, 
$30,000). 

“Top Banana,” Winter Garden 
(29th wk) (MC-$6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
$51,881) (Phil Silvers). Nearly $36,- 
100 (previous week, $33,800). 

“Tovarich,” City Center (1st wk) 
(C-$3; 3,090; $38,000) (Uta Hagen, 
Luther Adler, Herbert Berghof, 
Romney Brent, Paula Laurence). 
Opened a fortnight engagement 

ednesday night (14) to six favor- 
able notices (Atkinson, Times; 
Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun; 
Kerr, Herald Tribune; McClain, 
Journal-American; Pollock, Com- 
pass; Watts, Post) and two pans 
(Chapman, News; Coleman, Mir- 
ror); first eight performances 
through Sunday night (18) grossed 
over $18,400. 


Blondes $32,300, 
‘Wife’ $20,600, Hub 


Boston, May 20. 

Hub legit grinds to a- standstill, 
with “Constant Wife,” at the Plym- 
outh, and “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” at the Shubert, winding 
this week. Only newcomer is 
“Desire Under the Elms” at the 
Brattle, with Hub legits apparently 
shuttered for the season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Constant Wife,” Plymouth (2d 
wk) (1,200; $4.20). Near $20,600. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Shubert (4th wk) (1,700; $6 Fri.- 
Sat., $4.80 others). Still okay at 
$32.300. Final week current. 

“Heartbreak House,” Brattle (3d 
wk) (454; $3.60). Wound final week 
with $2,400. 


‘Roberts’ Good $16,200 
In Third Cleve. Visit 


Cleveland, May 20. 

Since this was the third Visit for 
“Mister Roberts” here, its take of 
$16,200 at $3.70 top (including tax) 
in eight performances-at the Hanna 
Jast week, was an extra-good show- 
ing for the nautical comedy. 

Currently on tap is “South Pa- 
*ific,” with Janet Blair and Webb 


| 


| negative 














filton, here for two weeks, nearly 
sold out in advance. 
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Plays Abroad 


y forth between the two women. 
Trial of Mr. Pickwick The younger one then drops her 


“ bombshell, that the so-called hero 

PA +g A Reciee veeng: pe va was in fact a complete fake, an|somewhere in the tropics. 
from “The Pickwick Papers” by Charles | agotist who had gambled the lives | (the owner) is a wealthy and ina 
ere is als 


London,. May 16. 


Dickens. Directed by John Burreti. At 
Westminster Theatre, London, May 
°52; $2 top. 


Mrs. Cluppins......++++«> Dandy Nichols 


Miss Rachel Wardle... ..-. Viola Lyle 
Misg Emily Wardle .......-- 





Condensing Dickens is a tricky 


some sections of the community. 
In this particular version, Stanley 
Young has tried to have the best 
of all possible worlds, and while 


becomes too episodic. The sketches 
may be good in their own right, 
but the overall effect is not wholly 
satisfying. r 
This London tryout, angeled by 
Roger Stevens, was designed to 
test its possibilities for Broadway. 
It is scheduled for about four 
weeks at the Westminster Theatre. 
and it’s doubtful whether it could 
play an extended run at another 
ouse. Unless drastically doctored, 
it looks like an uncertain propo- 
sition for New York. 
Although labelled “The Trial of 
Mr. Pickwick,” Mrs. Bardell’s 
breach-of-promise suit does not 
take place until the third act, and 
the author has taken substantial 
liberties with the original text. 
Fcv the rest, Pickwick and his 
cronies are followed on their ex- 
cursions from London to the inn 
at Chatham where Mr. Weller is 
mine host, and from there to Mrs. 
Leo Hunter’s garden party. 
Original Dickens text is one of 
the strong points, and results in 
a steady flow of chuckles. Acting 
also deserves high praise, partic- 
ularly Peter Copley’s Mr. Jingle 
and Geoffrey Baylden’s Mr, Stig- 
eee. These «re the standout per- 
ormances of a big cast, in which 
Bartlett Mullins is more than ade- 





Tommy. ....+ ssevorédee- Melvyn Hayes| learn that despite her. revelations 


Gillian Owen | Wife and Valerie White as the other 
Miss Isabella Wardle...Anne Rawstnorne | woman. They convey with realistic 


daughter whose idolatry of her 
father is partly — for his 
8 hi fall from a_ pedestal. 
business, which is bound to offend Shepley and Richard Johnson, as 
the two film executives, are sub- 
ordinated to the women members 
of the cast, but hea en 
a : : their limited spheres. The other} even for the most esoteric of au- 

ee pF gers Fe elle tre gad widows are skillfully contrasted by ee, 
hanes In trying to cram a quart | Gladys Tudor, Beatrice Kane and 


into a pint jar, however, the play Cecily Walper. 


place. 


1s,| of his party on a bogus hunt for a ential industrialist. 
non-existent hidden city in Tibet. 





Wek (MOM: . wok ok ewe cowees Gorden Littman | cincerity the age-old loyalty of b d ‘ > th d 
.... Erie Chitty; Ps 5 ** |substance, dramawise, in e sec 

Me cig 7S alae aie pric + Bett| women blind to the worthlessness 

DUE. 553 0s 0nenadeees. Charles Doran|of their men. Eileen Moore is 

ete echt Caw sehety pet® porent| fresh and attractive as the young 


Michael 


diences. 


role as a philosophical script writ- 


inald Tate. Clem. 


The Moonraker 


London, May 13. dose. 


Edward Dryhurst production of drama 
in three acts by Arthur Watkyn. Stars 








Edmund Tylor........-++)- Henry Oscar 


yacht in which the action takes 


The authors have taken four as- 
sorted characters who find them- 
selves quarantined on. the yacht 


life as the subject of discussion, it 
is quite ponderous. There is more 


The the- 

















This romantic costume drama, 
it been staged some 30 years ago, 


have changed since, and this earlier 
century tale of an anonymous hero 
is hardly strong enough to revive 
the taste for cloak and dagger ad- 
venture. The two leading roles are| of complications 














quate in the title role and Victor 
Maddern scores as Sam Weller. 
Production is handicapped by the 
episodic style of the piece, but 
Roland Pym has done a smart job 
with the decor. Myro. 


After My Fashion 


London, May 13. 
John Forbes-Sempill production of new 
lay in three acts by Diana Morgan. 
tars Sonia Dresdel, Valerie White. Di- 
rected by Revinald Tate. At Ambassa- 
ors Theatre, London, May 8, °32; $2 top. 
dy Starcross...........- Sonia Dresdel 
Sibyl Emerson........... Valerie White 


James Trenchard....... Michael Shepley 
George Phillips .. .....Richard Johnson 
Christine Starcross........ Eileen Moore 
Chioe Gwynne............. Diana Morgan 
Se OO rr Gladys Tudor 
e's coneneeebe- Beatrice Kane 
tt. ON 6 50%00. 0044'0%% Cecily Walper 


seed ercesescccceseceees Jean Stuart 








Although this play starts slowly, 
it develops into an_ interesting 
study, mainly of two women cling- 
ing to the tarnished memorv of 
a man they both loved. Skillful 
manipulation by a good play doc- 
| tor could emphasize the dramatic 
situations, and it could be profii- 
ably adapted to the screen. Thoug!: 
not original in conception, theme 
builds up to a dramatic climax and 
makes for good _ entertainment, 
with an even chance of success. 

When a group of film executives 
Cecide to make a picture of the 
last tragic expedition of a famous 
explorer they get the necessary 

ermission from all the women- 
olk of the five men who perished. 
The widow of the leader, Lady 
Starcross (Sonia Dresdel) gives 
every assistance but betrays a 
strange animosity against the fi- 
ba ancee of her husband's chief as- 
: sistant. The woman has been 
: traced to the south of France, and 
unexpectedly shows up at the Star- 
cross home fully determined to 
prevent the making of the film. 

4 It develops that she and the ex- 
& plorer had been lovers, which the 

wife had always known, and biuni 
home-truths are shuttled back and 


EUROPEAN COMMISSIONS 

Experienced, intelligent showman leav- 

ing for London and Paris May 28th, 

will take care of theatrical business, 

errands, etc., for producers, others. 
ARTHUR ANDERSON 

MU 8-6600 WA 9-4338 


























definitely dated, and its chances 
slim (closed after five perform- 
ances). 

The Cromwellian Puritan era of 
17th century England provides the 
contrast of the stern, strutting 
Ironside soldiers with the defeated 





Cromwell's soldiers and saves the | week. ‘ 
hunted King’s men from capture 
and the gibbet. Known as the 


cornered. 


sive Cavalier with too flippant a 
touch. Jean Kent conveys in more 
tangible fashion the _ alternate 


as a maid. Terence de Marney 
directs the play with vigorous 
efficiency. Clem. 


Dragon’s Mouth 
London, May 14. 


tation of drama in two acts by 
Priestley and Jacquetta Hawkes. Direct- 


Theatre. London, May 13, ’52. $2 top. 





Inspired by the success of the 
drama quartet production of “Don 
Juan in Hell,” which he saw in 


ance during the 


later this year in the U. S. by/| operating loss of 


ceived by crix and the audience, at 
best it has an even chance of suc- 
cess. 











sentation. There is no concession} supplied financing. 





Humphrey Parfitt....Paul Whitgun-Jones better served. 

Captain Wilcox..........+.- Robert Hunter 

Corporal Murdoch.... «.. James Page | (== 

BEMIS. cccgrha+s 600g eeeegees aes a 

Trooper Bracé....«+seee++: om Colmer 

Trooper Fearon... ..eseeess William Moore | ‘Joan’ 
Staff Officer....... ceeese- Julian Somers 





Continued from page 57 


written by the film censor, already | and with her touring repertory 
has been heard on the radio. Had | company. So Miss Webster, as well | folded in Chicago, involves a loss 


operation and _ the 


Heinemann Productions, Ltd., presen generally favorable 


Charles Laughton. Warmly re-| $393.37 closing expenses 


to stagecraft beyond ‘ussest te | PITT S NIXON ANGLING © 


‘BESS’ SUMMER DATES 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Although the regular legit sea- 


One | son at the Nixon ends June 7 when 


“Call Me Madam” winds up a 


; his wife, a so-called career girl who single week's engagement, Gabe 
Mrs. Bardell......+++++- Kathleen Boutall| ‘Tie ex-mistress is horrified to| works for him. She is an aesthetic | Rubin, owner and operator of the 
type with marked leanings towards 


house, is on the verge of closing a 


Sam Weller ......eee5++ Victor Maddern | both the widow and the company | poetry. .Some members of the ? 

Mr. PickWick...++es+¢++: nates yore wish to proceed with the epic|crew have died from a plague and deal to reopen in midsummer for a 
tn bees fn ae Re. Garner | Claiming that even if the national | the four passengers have had blood | fortnight of the new “Porgy and 
Mr. Winkle .......00.04+5 Derek Tansley | hero-worship is based on a fraud, | tests taken. Bess” revival. George Gershwin 
Mr. Buzfuz -...++++*++- 2 geey Baylaon | it would prove an inspiration to) Throughout the first act the au-| operetta has some open time be- 
Mr. Weller ............. Wensley Pithey| enterprising youth throughout the |thors make their four characters | tween its windup on the Coast and 
Mrs. Weller......«+s-- Christie a world. do a lot of talking. Occasionally | teeoff in Washington, and Rubin 
gang Napa atte Sk eee Fil Bennett} The two leading roles /are Su-/ it is erudite, sometimes witty, and} js dickering to bring the show to 
Mrs. Leo Hunter.........- Enid Lindsay| premely well handled by Miss | now and then moving in its sin-| pittsburgh July 21 through Aug. 2. 
Mr. Wardle __..... .cseseeess Arnold Bell Dresde!l as the dignified wronged cerity. More often, however, with be 


Its preem in the capital has been 
set for Aug. 4. 
Big selling point for Rubin is 


ond act when it is discovered that|the fact that the Nixon is air- 
one of the four is a carrier of the | conditioned. He’s anxious to keep 
plague and inevitably will die. The | house going as much as possible, 
identity of the vicitm is never re-| as witness the current booking c 
vealed but this situation allows for | “Minsky’s Follies,” which has been 
a more serious and constructive | enlarged from a nitery unit into a 
discourse on life. Again there are | legit attraction for this week only. 
some fine incidents in the writing,| Carrie Finnell and a couple of 


but more than two hours of unre-| others have been added for the 
lieved talk can be a little too much 


local stand. Minsky package will 
revert to its regular status after 
Pittsburgh for a four-week stand at 


There is ee ey mer-| Four Dukes in Detroit. 
-+ |it in “Dragon’s Mouth” and it would 
The authoress assumes a modest probably make outstanding read- 
er. Piece is well directed by Reg- | /né. The reader would at least be 

: in the happy position of resting 
awhile if his mental digestive or- 
gans became saturated. 
atregoer has to take it in one solid 






‘Affairs’ 


Continued from page 57 Seam 





profit at the moment. During its 


The four artists, all West End i Sg ar gage | fa 
if fi Directed | Stars in their own right, do an im- | W e aters as star, the - 
Griffith Jones and ney. At Saville The-|peccable job. Perfect diction and |son McCullers drama paid $150,000 


atre, London, May 7, ‘53; a Jones | 2D unfaltering style combine with] profit on its $75,000 investment. 
kg Ce pageant ‘Jean Kent | their renowned skill and polish to| The distributed profit now totals 
Judith. ... veeeeeee-Beryl Machin | extract the utmost from every line. | $293,624.42 (including the show’s 


Henry Strangways 2 a ¥bbadh Frank Tickle The authors could not have been 40% share of the $75,000 film sale 
Myro. | down-payment) and there are ad- 


ditional assets of about $37,000. 
There will also be future income 
from the percentage of the film 
profits and, as in the case of “Af- 
fairs,” from stock and possibly 
foreign rights. 


“Two on the Aijsle,” which 





ill partici- | estimated at around $260,000. The 

it might have stood a chance of | #8 Choate and Ross, wi 

‘catering public interest. Tastes | pate in the decision about replac- | T¢VUe, produced by Arthur Lesser 

ing or paying for the lost property. 
Complications Ensue 


Langner declares that a number | cover huge tryout losses in Phila- 
prevented the/delphia, another $105,000 was bor- 
played by film stars Griffith Jones | Guild from sending out an account-|rowed from Anthony B. Farrell, 
and Jean Kent. On its merits it is| jing covering the last five weeks’ | who had already supplied the $38,- 
closing of |000 bond money and whose Hel- 
“Joan.” Similarly, the uncertainty | linger, N. Y., housed the show. 

as to the final decision regarding 
the destroyed production, made it | yiews and a number of high-gross- 
impractical to inform the backers| jing weeks, “Aisle” never had a 
of the status of the venture. An ac- real prospect of making a profit. 
Cavaliers in flight following the|CoUntant’s statement dated April) tt repaid Farrell $85,000 of his 
King’s execution. An old inn be-| 11, covering the period through] joan, but never even approached 
comes the secret rendezvous of a|Feb. 2, including the closing, is 
phantom patriot who strikes down| being sent to the investors this! yestment, winding up its 276-per- 


and co-starring Bert Lahr and 
Dolores Gray, was capitalized at 
$175,000, plus 20% overcall. To 


Despite generally favorable re- 


getting back any of its initial in- 


formance Broadway run with a 


According to the accounting, the | deficit of about $230,000. It drew 


t represent defici i tour, i 
Moonraker, this daredevil is finally of $63,701.91, ra $8,904.92 aoe good notices on tour, but again 


failed to draw at the b.o., dropping 


oes to the Shuberts for money ad-| another estimated $30,000. 
Griffith Jones handles the elu-| yanced to cover the theatre's op- 
erating loss during the final weeks 
of the run. This latter amount re- 


moods of revenge and infatuation. net “or be repaid before the | Cornelia Otis Skinner’s series of 
Robust performances are given by | S!0W can be sent on tour. 
Henry Oscar, Paul Whitsun-Jones, added to the usual rehearsal ex- 
Robert Hunter and Julian Somers.| Pemses and the cost of replacing 
Beryl Machin depicts with realism | the destroyed physical production, 
the innkeeper’s wife terrified et pas gs Ma ay out prospects of 
her husband's complicity with the | going through with the original! on toy 

fugitive, and Monica Cairns makes tour plans, even if a name player cae Man Ioan eco sak dine 
the most of her small opportunities | were available for the title role. 


“Paris '90,” whose 87 perform- 
ances was the longest run on rec- 
ord for a solo-cast show, was 


That,| related personality sketches in- 
spired by the posters and drawings 
of Toulouse-Lautrec. Although the 
venture now represents a deficit 
of about $25,000, it may mop up 


but on the promotional strength 


The statement shows that the re-| of the New York reviews and run. 
vival, capitalized at $60,000, in-| The show, involving a production 
volved a production cost ef $49,-|cost of about $16,000, earned a 
747.71 and lost $12,752.68 during | profit of about $6,000 on its try- 
its two-and-a-half-week tryout in| out tour, but dropped about $7,- 
New Haven and Boston. It received|000, plus closing expense, on 

notices in| Broadway. 
New York and did potent business 
ed by J. B. Priestley. At Winter Garden | 10 the first eight weeks, although 
earning back only $7,611.74 of its 


“Candida,” Thomas Hammond's 
revival of the Shaw classic, with 


Pept , : Olivia de Havilland as star, in- 
Nina vsyssesservecessogz Duele” Gray oon cate - bey = point, the | volves a loss of around $7,000, The 
Reet LULLED Nosomund Joba | into the bier ced $54.053.62 to get | venture, capitalized at $36,000, has 


thus far returned $12,000 to the 


Despite a sharp drop in attend-| backers. It earned about $40,000 
‘ pre-Christmas 
period, “Joan” was generally get-| but dropped about $10,000 on its 
America last year, J. B; Priestley, ting by until it had to vacate the | 31-performance New York run. It 
in collaboration with Jacquetta Cort, N. Y., and move to the Cen-| has about $17,000 assets available 
Hawkes, has come up with a dra- tury. In the next three weeks it/for distribution to the backers. 

matic quartet of his own. “Dragon's played to skimpy houses, at an op- 
Mouth,” a play in two acts without | erating loss of $8,900.69. The en- 
costumes or sets, is to be produced; tire 18-week run represented an 


during a long preliminary tour, 


“Conscience,” Maurice Schwartz’s 
one-man drama adapted by A. M 
Klein from Claude Vincent's 
plus | adaptation of the Portuguese of 
Pedro Bloch, represents a loss of 


_Langner notes that the Guild! about $30,000. Presented by the 
me Amy ae ae a for | Shuberts, in association with Jo- 
s ‘ 5/3 % overcall on the show, and is| seph Kipness and Jack Small, it 
Than a the hatin se ica er assuming the $3,701.91 deficit. He| was capitalized at $15,000, in- 
Priestley has undoubtedly used his | 2/80 points out that the Guild andj volved about $13,000 production 
knowledge and experience of the its officials put up about $12,000 | cost, lost about $12,000 on its road 
theatre to achieve a dramatic effect | Of the $60,000 investment, and that 
from this simplified form of pre-| Choate and Ross also personally|$5,000 on its 


tryout and dropped an estimated 
four-performance 








Broadway run. 


Ballet Still Blue Over 
_ Beclouded Tax Status 
In Re 20% Exemption 


With ending of the first longhair 
season since Government exemp- 
tion on the 20% admission tax, 
opera and orchestra organizations 
are relaxed and happy on this 
point, and ballet groups gre puz- 
|zled or blue. Latter are mainly 
| non-profit setups, similar to orchs 
j}and operas, and usually run into 
| the red on their season’s operations 

as do the others. But due to the 

| ambiguity of last October’s Con- 
| sressional ruling, longhair terp 
| troupes are beclouded. Orchs, 
| Operas, chautauquas, educational 
| organizations with regular faculties 
| or schools, and charitable organi- 
| zations were specifically mentioned 
| in the exemption act, but not bal- 
lets. 

Terp troupes, early in the season, 
made inquiry in Washington for 
rulings on their status. Ballet The- 
atre, which toured all season, was 
turned down on the theory that it 
played in commercial houses, on a 
percentage basis, where a commer- 
cial management shared in the 
take. Treasury Dept. advised that 
Baflet Theatre would be tax-exempt 
on a four-wall basis. (If it took the 
Met Opera House in N. Y. on its 
own for an engagement, for in- 
stance, this would apply.) Ballet 
Theatre hopes to take advantage of 
this advice in certain situations 
during next season’s touring, as for 
example in Chicago. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo was 
also turned down’ this past season 
on its request for exemption, be- 
cause it played commercial houses 
on similar basis to Ballet Theatre. 
Probability is that Ballet Russe 
won't get any concession for the 
coming season, although it hasn't 
set its tour yet, An adjunct, the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo Con- 
cert Co., which will tour the Com- 
munity Concerts circuit for Colum- 
bia Artists Mgt., won't be able to 
benefit on the tax, because of its 
commercial sponsorship. 


The N. Y. City Ballet, only major 
company which has its own home 
(City Center; N. Y.) and its own 
school, has been retaining the 20°o 
admission tab this season, on the 
theory that it comes under the head 
of chautauqua, or educational in- 
stitution with school attached, has 
its own home, and has no com- 
mercial ties per se, similar to its 
opera setup. 


No Takers for 2d Season 
Of Pitt’s Arena Theatre 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

It begins to look as if the town’s 
newest strawhat, Bill Green's 
Arena Theatre, will be a one-sea- 
son operation—last season’s. Play- 
house under a tent adjoining 
Green’s nitery was opened by Sam 
Handlesman just a summer ago 
with a policy of guest stars, and 
for a new project didn’t do too 
badly. While it lost. some money, 
it’s understood that increased food 
and drink trade for the cafe next 
door more than made up the deficit. 

However, Handelsman decided 
the operation wasn’t for him after 
that, and Green set out to find 
somebody else to run the place. 
Fly in the ointment was that Green 
was willing to parcel out only a 
one-year lease on the Arena The- 
atre. Hence, no bidders. Gen- 
eral opinion is that it won’t be too 
long before Green sells the entire 
property, on which both theatre 
and nitery stand, 


Current Road Shows 


(May 19-31) 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott) — Selwyn, 
Chi (19-31). : 

“Call Me Madam” — National, 
Wash. (19-31). 

“Constant Wife” (Katharine Cor- 
nell)—Plymouth, Boston (19-31). | 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 
(Carol Channing)—Shubert, Boston 
(19-24); Ford’s, Balto (26-31). 

“Good Nite Ladies”—Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (19-31). 

one and Dolls”—Shubert. Chi 
(19-31). 

“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
—Ford’s, Balto (19-24). 

“Moon Is Blue” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chi (19-31). : 

“Song of Norway”—Philharmonic 
Aud., L.A. (26-31). 7 

“South Pacific’ (Janet Blair, 
rag Tilton)—Hanna, Cleve. (19 

1). 


“Two on the Aisle” (Bert Lahr, 
Dolores Gray)—Great Northern, 
Chi (19-31). 
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N. Y. Post Readies ‘U.S.A.’ Series 

New York Post, evening daily, 
is readying its series of articles on 
the book “U.S.A. Confidential” 
and its authors, Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer, editor and nitery col- 
umnist, respectively, of the N. Y. 
Mirror, morning tab, Post an- 
nounced the upcoming series at 
the same time that it reported | 
Lait and Mortimer were suing it 
for $1,000,000 in a -libel action 
based on Post columnist Murray 
Kempton’s criticism of “U.S.A.’s” 
Jabor chapter. 

Lait . filed in Federal Court, 
charging the Kempton article had 
damaged his reputation for “ac- 
curacy and integrity as an editor 
and columnist.” Mortimer brought 
his action in N. Y. Supreme Court. 

Lait-Mortimer team and the 
Post had exchanged letters, with 
the paper asking for an interview 
and Lait-Mortimer writing that the 
Post would be held “strictly ac- 
countable” should an article. ap- 
pear with errors of fact. The Mir- 
ror writers added, “No reference 
is intended to any truthful state- | 
ments or any expression in the na- | 
ture of comment and criticism.” | 

Post commented editorially, “We 
think it reasonable to assume that | 
the filing of their (Lait-Mortimer) | 
suits at this time is an attempt to | 
prevent publication of the arti-| 
¢les.” 








Book-of-the-Month Hassle 

Federal Trade Commission 
cracked down on the Book-of-the- 
Month Club last week with a cease 
and desist order barring use of the 
word “free” in connection with 
advertising. Book club has been 
using the word to describe the 
books it offers as a premium for 
joining up, and also the book divi- 
dends given to purchasers of each 
two books. 

Meredith Wood, Book-of-the- 
Month prexy, fired back an an- 
nouncement that the order would 
be appealed to the courts. He 
pointed out that this was a re- 
versal of the position taken by the 
FTC both in 1940 and in 1947, 
okaying use of the word “free” 
used in the advertising. 





New Herling Column 


John Herling, expert on labor- 
management relations and editor- 
publisher of John Herling’s Labor 
Letter, has been pacted by the 
Register and Tribune Syndicate 
for a twice-a-week labor column. 


Cowles group signed Herling 
because of the success of a human 
interest labor column he has been 
doing thfs past year for The Min- 
neapolis Star, part of the Cowles 
empire. The writer works out of 
Washington, 





‘Theatre Dictionary’ 

“The Theatre Dictionary,” by 
Wilfred Granville (Philosophical 
Library, $5) is an odd, interesting 
book containing the technical, col- 
loquial and slang speech current 
in the American-and British thea- 
tre, covering all branches of the 
art. In many instances it gives the 
history of the terms. Granville, 
being an English actor and director, 
leans a bit more to the English 
terms, but hasn’t neglected the 
many American stage items. 

_There is a pip that I wish Gran- 
ville would inelude in his future 
editions. It is known to the old- 
timers who trouped with Rep and 
Uncle Tom shows and minstrels. 
It is called “Belvedering.” At one 
time a troupe had to buy at least 
25 railroad tickets to have its “pri- 
vate” car hitched to the train. 
These private cars usually con- 
tained a “possum belly” for extra 
baggage, or, as in the case of a 
Tom Show, to hide the dogs in 
when company was, playing below 
the Mason & Dixon line (‘because 
these shows were often stoned if 
the southerners knew it.was a 
Tom Show). With the regular com- 
Panies who had more than 25 peo- 
ple, four or five of the extras 
would crawl into the possum belly 
and lie on their stomachs till the 
hext stop or until the conductor 
finished counting up. It wasn’t 
very comfortable, but it saved a 
ot of money. 

“The Theatre Dictionary” is a 
fine work of research and belongs 
©n the bookshelf of anyone who 
has anything to do with show_biz. 

i Joe Laurie, Jr. 





. CHATTER 
Sidelights on the recent Billy 
ckstine tour of the deep south in 
the July Our World mag. 
S Pepe Romero’s new novel, “The 
Story of a Mexican Jumping Bean,” 
Will be published by Putnam. 
. S. J. Perelman’s “The Great 





Osepiece,” profile on Jimmy Du- 


ee 


rante, in the June issue of Holiday, 
out this week. 


“Chicago: The Second City,” by 
A. J. Liebling, with illustrations by 
Saul Steinberg, to be published by 
Alfred A. Knopf, June 23. 


Max Newton, production ed of 
Weekend Picture Magazine of Can- 
ada, and Variety’s Montreal mugg, 
was elected prez of the Montreal 
Men’s Press Club for 1952-53 last 
week, 


This Week Magazine has pur- 


chased Jimmy Savo’s article, “I! 


Love Nellie,” all about his dog, to 
run in the June 15 issue. Mag | 
previously bought two other Savo 
articles. 


Lawrence Stessin, Ferbes maga- 


tion floor,’ he said. “But since 
a record of the convention was de- 
livered to the public only by news- 
papers and radio, we’ll never know. 
What I am saying is that TV will 
show up in a moment from now on 
how real such events are.” 

It’s been known that many dem- 
onstrations have been comprised al- 
|most entirely of college kids, who 





| are paid in advance to break out | 
}on the floor at the precise psycho- | 


| logical moment to stage their noisy 

ballyhoo. Students were paid ‘so 
| much per hour and, if they worked 
overtime, often drew time-and-a- 
half. 
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| Love That COMPO | 
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| ceptable candidate for the job 


zine labor columnist, to give course | couldn’t be located. 


in labor relations at New York U 
Starting in the fall. 


cret People,” was made, will 


published by Macmillan June 94, | atres chain in Boston and former | 


Tome, written by Lindsay Ander- | 
son, describes every step of the 
11 weeks’ lensing and includes the 
full shooting script by Thorold 
Dickinson and Wolfgang Wilhelm. 
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on albums and a 6% royalty on his 
Singles. It’s expected that Lanza 
will yet come into the Victor fold. 


‘| Motion Picture Assn. of America 
' . jis still casting about for its dele- 
“Making a Film,” the story of | 
how the J. Arthur Rank pic, “Ge. | Bate on the executive threesome. 


| Pinanski is head of American The- 


prez of TOA. 

Inability to get two co-prexies to 
serve with Trueman Rembusch, 
Allied’s choice, has been only. a 
symptom of COMPO’s troubles. 
They are principally the unwilling- 
| ness or inability of industry lead- 
ers to give sufficient of their time 
and energies to get the organiza- 
| tion’s problems solved. 


| 
| That doesn’t mean taking the 
time to serve as president, but tak- 


ing time out to telephone or collar 


| possible candidates and put pres- | 


although the compromise terms sure on them to accept the job of 


have not been discussed as yet. 
Failure to ink Lanza on his own 


terms is a measure of the distance | 
industry has | 
travelled in less than two years. | 


which the disk 
In 1950, both Victor and Columbia 
were still giving heavy guarantees 
to name artists who were in a posi- 
tion to bargain for favorable terms. 
In the last couple of years, how- 
ever, the situation has changed so 
radically that the diskers are now 
not only brushing guarantees but 
are actually seeking to pare their 
rosters of name artists. That, of 
course, doesn’t apply to Lanza since 
he still is a potent factor in the 
disk market. 

Many other vet platter artists, 
however, have been laying bombs 
as far as sales are concerned. The 
new generation of platter buyers, 
the bulk of whom are between 12 
and 18 years of age, are not im- 
pressed with the names and have 
been creating their own favorites 
among the newcomer’ vocalists. 
That has accounted for the domina- 
tion of the hit lists by the new faces 
during the past two years. 

As pacts with the vet artists run 
out in the next couple of years, it’s 
expected that the deals will be cut 
down drastically with guarantees 
becoming only a thing of the good 
old Gays. Disk execs have discov- 
ered that they can make more 
money more safely with the new 
artists who get 212% royalty deals 
to start with rather than the 5% 
commanded by veterans. Only a 
shift of public tastes back to the 
old names within the next period 
can stop the trend towards de-em- 
phasis of veteran wax artists. 
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traditional stunts as the so-called 
spontaneous (but actually  pre- 
staged) demonstrations will be able 
to escape TV’s showing them up for 
the phony ballyhoo they are. 

As one tor TV network exec said 
this week, “there will be plenty of 
questions asked and soul searching 
done following this year’s conven- 
tions, not only by the average voter 
but by the party leaders.” _He 
pointed out that the public view- 


point traditionally has always been | 


based necessarily on newspaper 
and radio reports of convention ac- 
tivities. It was impossible, he said, 
for the dailies and radio to convey 
in their stories whether such stunts 
were legit or phony. “Now,” he 
declared, “TV will strip away all 
that P. T. Barnum glamor and show 
the public just when the conven- 
tion ‘show’ lapses from the real 
into the phony.” 

Video chief cited the “We Want 
Willkie” demonstration which 
spark-plugged the late Wendell L. 
Willkie’s nomination as the Re- 
publican candidate of the Presi- 
dency in 1940. “I'm not saying 
that that demonstration was 
cooked up in some _ smoked- 
filed room below the conven- 


prez or ¢co-prez. 
And until there’s a president or 
the triumvirate is established, 


standstill. Since Arthur L. Mayer 
| left a couple weeks ago, it hasn't 
even an exec v.p. as daily operat- 
ing head. Selection of a man for 
| the post must await solution of the 
| presidency problem. 

Coyne as V. P. 


There doesn’t seem to much 
doubt now, however, that Robert 
L. Coyne will get the exec v.p. 
post. He’s been serving as special 
counsel to COMPO and is current- 
ly its nominal operating chief. As 
a matter of fact, the organization’s 
entire staff consists only of Coyne, 
publicity chief 
McCarthy, and Lou Smith, who is 
|coordinating the “Movietime” tours 
ion the Coast. 


clarified, COMPO can’t even put 
into operation the fund-raising plan 
which was adopted at the member- 
ship meeting in February. Sales- 
men for the distribs are prepared 
to make personal solicitation of ex- 
hibs for dues, and it is figured a 
good bit of coin can be raised 
quickly and efficiently that way on 
the new payment scale. 

Paradoxically, while distribution 
and theatre execs seem unable to 
find time to devote to COMPO, 
they are showing willingness to 
support it with their money. Only 
a few weeks ago the MPAA board, 
without a murmer, appropriated 
$75,000 toward the “Movietime” 
tours and $20,000 te COMPO itself 
to bring its total advances to the 
organization to $104,000, equal to 
what exhibs have given. 


Enthusiasm for COMPO ran high 


developed out of that meeting. Ex- 
perience with COMPO in the past 
18 months has apparently con- 
vinced the industry that even on 
the limping basis on which it has 
been forced to operate it can do 
a pretty effective job at compara- 
tively little cost. Thus the desire 
to see it continue—if someone else 
will worry about it. 


Judy’s 8-A-Week 
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take in stich major stops as Chicago 
for an indefinite run, and will play 
some other stands before returning 
to the Palace, N. Y. 

No deals have been signed yet, 
but the William Morris Agency 
is informally initiating talks with 
various operators in an effort to 
pick up the best deal. 

Miss Garland, current at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium, Los An- 
geles, where she’s hitting top 
money, will lay off following this 
stand. She played the Palace this 
past season for 19 weeks and it’s 
conceded that she could have 
stayed considerably longer. 





COMPO will continue at a virtual | 


Charles E. | 


Until the present situation is | 


at the February session in New| 
York and seemingly has continued | 
on that level despite the farcical | 
situation over the presidency that | 
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Hollywood. 
One day an unduly suspicious character asked me, “Do you think 
| your telephone is tapped?” 

“I hope so,” I said. “I should hate to think what I’m saying was 
limited to a public of one!” 

I thought of this the other day while I was sounding off to a public 
of one (Beatrice Fisher), who is working on the Delia O’Callahan story, 
of the Cincinnati gal, who ran away from home far away and long 
ago (Oct. 22, 1889) and didn’t stop running till she found peace and 
quiet at Flintridge Academy on a hilltop above Pasadena 50 years 
|later. A fashionable school for girls, it is run by Dominican nuns, 
and how the O'Callahan kid got there is no mystery at all. She’s a 
member of.their Third Order. 

Now 80 and arthritic—a hard malady to play for laughs—she’s still 
| playing hookey from bed at least twice a week and making the raucus 
|rounds among the vanishing herd that was once her army of friends. 
I suspect more people know this O'Callahan’ kid as Trixie Friganza 
| than those who can tell you how to get from standard to daylight sav- 
ing time and, what is more difficult, how to get back to it. And yet, 
|though Hollywood producers are within yodeling distance of that 
| Flintridge hill and Trixie’s story is dripping with human juices, it still 
is not in the cans. 





“Can’t Understand It!” 

I had to explain to people who can’t understand these things that 
Hollywood is built on decomposed granite, and judgments are so rela- 
| tive that nobody wants to say out-and-out, “This is good. We'll take it 
|and make it.’ On the contrary, he wants to be able to say “I don’t 

understand it. The serial was a hit in Collier's, Holt’s sold 45,000 
| copies of the book, so how come our picture is a flop?” This ability to 
refer to previous judgments cushions aeproducer’s disappointment and 
possibly prolongs his job. 

Not only on one hill is Trixie Friganza, but two hours away at Laguna 
Beach is Jack Norworth, who took Trixie out to many a ball game. I 
irecall he once confessed to our late and ever-beloved Ashton Stevens 

that he almost married the gal. Golly day, can it be 50 years since 
| the gayest caballero of his time sent those long-stemmed roses to 
Senorita O'Callahan? 

Trixie has confessed that she fell head over heels in love with Jack 
Norworth, and he himself has admitted he was reeling plenty from 
direct exposure to her charms. She first saw him when he sang “Honey 
| Boy” for the first time and stopped the show in St. Louis. Billed as 
|The Man of Songs,” “Boy” was one of his own, and it eventually sold 
2,000,000 copies. They watched each other from the wings all that 
week and from almost everywhere else for the next two years. 

In those days there were no keyhole correspondents, or if there were 
their intelligence was carried on by word-of-mouth rather than by syn- 
dicated columnists. So what went on between Jacques and Trixie was 
their own private affair. 

What was a matter of public record, however, was Norworth’s suc- 
cession of hits—“Take Me Out To the Ball Game,” “Smarty” and 
“Shine On Harvest Moon.” His moonlight rides ‘with Trixie through 
Central Park in hansom cabs, their clambakes together at Coney Island, 


He proposed, was accepted, bought a home in Connecticut and a 
limousine for commuting between there and Broadway, and left it to 
Trixie to pick out the furniture that was to adorn their love nest. She 
insisted on paying for the furniture, being well in the chips herself. 
But apparently that was where the trouble began. It seems fantastic 
| that two acts in the heyday of vaude should quarrel on an issue be- 





| tween Chippendale and Louis Quinze, but apparently this pair did. 

One night after furnishing the house was completed they drove out 
|to Connecticut to try the place for size. Trixie thought she’d make a 
| dinner of pork chops, mashed potatoes and peas. Jack wanted steaks, 
salad and spinach. They compromised on some beans and home-made 
biscuits. Trixie admits today that the biscuits turned out harder than 
a loanshark’s smile. 

Jack built the fire and nearly burned off a hand. While taking care 
of him, Trixie’s dinner was burned. The whole affair blew up with 
both-parties returning to New York without speaking. 

Théy tried their hand at patching up things later, but the patch only 
resulted in a bigger blowout. The result was a decision to sell every- 
thing and quit. Jack would get his money back for his house and 
Trixie would get her’s back for her furniture. 

“Who'll Bid Nothing?” 

They called in Peter Lund, the 14th St. auctioneer, and the night 
of the auction it was raining buckets of tears. Trixie went alone to 
see how much her furniture was going to bring, and as she entered 
Lund’s -auction parlor there was Jack Norworth sitting in the front 
row. She took a back seat. 

The first thing that went on the block was a teddy bear. Trixie 
loved the thing because when tilted it could say ““Mama.’ Some dame 
down front bid 50c. Trixie was outraged. She herself in consequence 
bid $5. Norworth on hearing her voice was amused. He bid $25. That 
stopped all bidders dead. So the teddy bear landed in Jack’s previ- 
ously highly alluring lap for five to 50 times its worth. 

The auction went on like this all evening. Norworth’s ridiculous 
overbidding started people ankling the joint under the suspicion that 
they were at an auctian of the Vanderbilt Mansion in Newport, instead 
of a routine disposal plant on 14th St. So the auction wound up with 
Norworth haying possession of all. Trixie had bought at double their 
cost. Left practically to themselves, finally, Trixie walked up to Jack 
and asked, “What was the big idea?” 

With that he put his arms around her and kissed her.: 

But it was only a paper dream, for shortly after that she tried mak- 
|ing an early talking picture at Edison’s at West Orange, N. J., and so 
| loused up Jack Norworth’s song hit, “Smarty,” that they threw every- 
thing at each other in the way of insults, and would have added the 
furniture except that it was back in Connecticut. 

Finally Norworth scrammed out into the night and kept going until 

he was back on Broadway. And that closed the chapter in the lives 
'of Friganza and Norworth. ‘ 
Their paths crossed many times after that, and they often had a lot 
| of fun recapping their narrow escape from each other. 
I don’t know whether it was before or after the Bayes ballad had run 
_its melancholy course, but Jack had a pianist who found herself being 
| wound like a morning glory around the same old vine. She had learned 
| about Jack’s old love affair with Trixie, and being a smart girl she 
| Wasn't taking any chances on its being revived. 

But bookers were as impervious to such nuances then as they are 

'now, and one week the headliners at Keith’s-Hippodrome in Cleveland 
were Trixie Friganza and Jack Norworth. Emma kept her eye on both 
_of them and one afternoon moseyed into Trixie’s dressing room. Jack, 
| sensing no good could come from that sort of huddle, moved within 
| earshot. 
“Sure,” he heard Trixie saying, “I was nuts about Jack at one time, 
| but now I wouldn’t have him on toast. I couldn't stand his tobacco- 
| chewing, mainly because he couldn’t hit the cuspidor. I understand 
he’s an expert now and never misses up to 10 feet, but the past re- 
mains like a scar that will never heal. You're luckier, Emma, for never 
having known that Jack Norworth.” 

With that, they walked out of Trixie’s dressing room, arm in arm, 
| laughing all the way. Norworth didn’t quite know what to make of it 

and probably hasn't found a solution to this day. But Hollywood has 
at least 175 script-teasers who could cue it into a song and let the 
jdance director take it from there. 








In the cans? It isn’t even in the story departments., 


his flowers, candy and beautiful dolls, all ended quite conventionally. | 
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Broadway 


Variety's Robert Stahl engaged 
to Shelley Farkash, with marriage 
set for September. 

Tino Rossi, French singer, re- 
turned to Paris Friady (16) on the 
Ile de France after a brief U. S. 


our. 

. The Lambs Club holds its annual 
memorial services for war vet 
members today (Wed.) at its club- 
house. 

Leo McCarey back to the Coast 
from Washington after a month in 
the east. ; 

Earl Blackwell, president of 
Celebrity Service, flying tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to visit his London and 
Paris offices. 

Agent-manager Ted Ashley back 
from the Coast after setting up of- 
fice in Hollywood, in line with his 
expansion plans. 

Esther Williams in from the 
Coast Monday (19) for personals in 
connection with Metro’s “Skirts 
Ahoy,” in which she’s starred. _ 

Bert Kulick, prez of Bell Pic- 
tures, critically ill. He received 
several blood transfusions over the 
weekend. He’s in Mt. Sinai Hos- 
pital. 

Isaac Jofe, of the Sol Hurok of- 
fice, personal rep of Marian An- 
derson for the last 15 years, leaves 
Saturday (24) on a four-month trip 
to Europe and Israel. 

Walter Jacobs, the hotelier, st 
tling between Miami Beach d 

Pike, N. H., preparatory to reopen- 
ing his Lake Tarleton Club in 
Pike for the summer. 

Myer P. Beck, eastern pub-ad 
chief for Stanley Kramer and other 

indie producers, recuperating rap- 
idly from a delicate eye operation. 
He'll be back in his office in a 
; couple weeks. : 
Robert W. Dowling, prez of City 

Investing Co., is new head of the 
National Urban League, an inter- 
racial service agency concerned 


preem of “I Dream of Jeanie” at 
Fulton June 4. 


minute to exploit “Minsky’s Fol- 
lies” at Nixon when it had to get 
a union agent for the legit date. 


Helen Hoerle came on at last 


Jack Schachter, who was Jose- 
phine Baker’s light man on tour 
last summer, home to join techni- 
cal staff of summer opera com- 
pany. 





Paris 


Greta Garbo has announced here 
that she will make no more pix. 
John Steinbeck in from trip to 
Spain on four-article assignment 
for Collier’s. : 
Gilbert Miller huddling with 
Anita Loos over translations of 
French plays. 

Frankie Loesser off to Rome to 
study pop music there for new mu- 
sical show he is planning. 

George Raft flying to London to 
start work on Eros Films’ “Trai- 
tor’s Gate,” in which. he will play 
a G-Man. 

“She Only Danced One Sum- 
mer,” Swedish pic which was a 
Cannes prize winner, crowding 
them in on Champs-Elysees. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
here before London rehearsals of 
new Noel Coward comedy, ‘“Qua- 
drille,’” which opens in July. 

Mrs. Philip Barry trying to ar-| 
range with Henri Bernstein for a 
Paris prodection of her late hus- 
band’s play, “Here Come _ the 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

John Carradine into the Rendez- 
vous for a week starting tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Nicky Ravel has closed his El 
Bolero, Providence, and returned 
to the CR Club as dancing head- 
liner. 


| 








with achieving equal opportunity 
for Negroes in all fields. 
Walter P. Chrysler, Jr., major- 
ity investor in Leonard Sillman’s 
“New Faces,” which opened last 
Friday night (16) on Broadway, 
hosted a party of 1,000 immedi- 
ately after the show at Sherry’s in 
the Metropolitan Opera House. 


Billy Wilder, whose latest is 
“Stalag 17,” which he produced 
and directed for Paramount, ar- 
rived in N. Y. from the Coast Mon- 
day (19). He’ll stay in Gotham for 
a few days before embarking on a 
three-month trek through Europe. 

Screenwriter-novelist Robert Ar- 
drey arrived east over the weekend 
for a fortnight vacation, including 
a few days in Washington. He’s 
due back early in June to do the 
adaptation for the 20th-Fox film 





erhood of Fear.” 


actor at the 47th 
Frolic, to be held at the Latin 
Quarter, May 23. Milton Berle, 
Abbot of the Friars, announced the 





Kling. 


Year Assn. and N. Y. Dept. of Com- 
merce. Citation was to those firms 
in existence over 100 years. Daz- 
jian’s was started 110 ‘years ago by 
the late Henry Dazian. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Norma Stewart back on job in 
Harris office after eye operation. 

Sally Rand and her revue booked 
into Jackie Heller's Carousel the 
week of June 9. 

Singer Pat Bybell and lawyer- 
husband Bill Ritman in from N, Y. 
to visit his folks. 

Rose LaRose closing Casino sea- 
son this week, her first burley date 
here in eight years. 

Rosemary O’Reilly’s folks went 
to N. Y. for her Broadway debut in 
“New Faces of 1952.” 

Pittsburgher Jamie Smith, who 
, has lead in “Faithful City,” in 
from N. Y. to plug the pic. 

Lee Harbutz on leave of absence 
from Copa to be camera girl this 
summer at Bedford Springs Hotel. 

John McGreevey's mother in 
from California for visit with Har- 
ris circuit’s chief booker and buy- 
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er. 

Helen Mayon and Robert Lynn 
coming back to White Barn The- 
Bi f atre this summer as its chzracter 
' couple. 

Charles Tobias and Peter De- 
Rose, who wrote the score for 
“About Face,” in town plugging 
the WB — 
When Emory Neubauer and Tony 
yzmanski take over Johnny 
rown’s spot, it'll be renamed the 
Famous Door. 
Bill Saal and Mickey Gross in 
from Rep studio to steam up world 





version of his recent book, ‘“Broth- 


Mayor Impellitteri becomes an 
annual Friars 


Myers Music spent $3,000 last 
week on promotion of the Four 
Aces’ waxing of “Wanted,” on 
Merion label. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d is listed 
as a principal speaker at national 
convention of United World Fed- 
eralists here, June 19, 

Vocalist Al Martino, former local 
bricklayer, getting big buildup 
here and signed for week at 
Chubby’s Jersey musical showcase. 

Eugene Ormandy, conductor of 
Philadelphia Orchestra, left for 
Finland to maestro Helsinki City 
Symphony at second Sibelius Festi- 
val (June 11-12). 

Victor Borge, Emily Kimbrough 
and Richard Conte will make guest 
appearances at the Mary Jones 
Club luncheon in Penn Sheraton 
(27). Miss Jones is WFIL-TV 
women’s commentator. 


Madrid 





mayor will act in an original sketch| § 


written by Buddy Arnold, Bobby 
Gordon, Jay Burton and Woody 


George Feinberg, as president of 
Dazian's, show business’ oldest cos- 
tume fabric house, was among those 
awarded a certificate of business 
merit at a luncheon sponsored at 
the Waldorf by the One Hundred 


By Geeno Garr 

Pianist Julis Katchen and Camila 
Wicks, violinist, from U. S., touring 
pain. 

U. S. céntralto Nan Merriman 
touring Spain, her first stop on 
European tour. 

Esmeralda de Toledo, singer and 
dancer, off to fill contracts in 
Portugal for two months. 

Soprano Maria de ‘Los Angeles 
Morales and tenor Miguel Barrosa, 
now in Italy, will appear in grand- 
opera at Teatro Albeniz. 

The Spanish government is en- 
couraging local producers to do pix 
jointly with foreign firms, using as 
many big American names as 
possible. 

Joaquim Gasa presented the 
revue, “It Is Up To You,” at the 
Lope de Vega. It stars Lolita 
Castillejos, Mari Santpere, Alady 
and Antonio Amaya. 

Legit star Clotilde Calvet, who 
for the last 16 years has been work- 
ing on stage and in films in South 
America, is back here to play the 
femme lead in a new production. 

Argentine artists Tranquillino 
and Esmeralda ordered by the 
Tribunal for Workers to pay $1,800 
indemnization to Impresario An- 
tonio Turoles for breach of con- 
tract. They were charged with 
forming their own revue unit and 
going on tour of Spain instead of 
completing pact with Turoles. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Lex Barker in. 

Robert Vogeler at Mark Hopkins. 

Oscar Doob in for quick look-see 
after M-G confabs in L. A. 

Alan B. Johnstone, KGO sales 
manager, new sales exec at KCBS. 

Esther Williams to L. A. follow- 
ing Peninsula style show appear- 
ance. 

35th annual Mountain Play held 
atop Mt. Tamalpais with cast of 
121 in “Land Of Oz.” 

Sid Luft up from southland for 
= on Judy Garland’s Civic Light 

pera opening, May 26. 
Paul Speegle, former production 
head and actor at KNBC, new as- 
sistant program director for Radio 
Free Asia, 





London 


Irwin Corey sails for New York 
May 22, 

Dane Clark in to take up a film 
assignment with Exclusive. 

Mila Raymon opens a Ciro caba- 
ret engagement next Monday (26). 

Sophie Tucker guest of honor at 
tomorrow’s (Thurs.) Variety Club 
luncheon. 

Gigli signed for 10 concerts in 
Canada, with first one on June 3 
in Montreal. 

British Film. Producers Assn. 
tossing a luncheon to honor Jack 
L. Warner next month. 

J. Arthur Rank entertained his 
general council colleagues at din- 
der after screening a training film. 

A. E. Saville succeeds John Jar- 
ratt, retired, as catering controller 
for the Odeon and Gaumont cir- 
cuits. 

Harvey Stone and Dennis Day 
due here at the end of the month 
for their upcoming Palladium 
dates. 

Dick Smart returning to N. Y. 
at the end of his cabaret date at 
the Colony and Astor, to open in 
a musical. 

John and Roy Boulting back 
from Hollywood to start their first 


picture under their seven-year 
Metro pact, 

Dr. Joel Pressman (husband of 
Claudette Colbert) arrived last 


week to join his wife who has been 
doing a pic here. 

Jerome Whyte, who sailed last 
week, is to line up a new “Okla- 
homa” road company. Will return 
here in about three months. 
Fayette W. Allport hopped to 
Paris for huddles with Eric John- 
ston and John G. McCarthy regard- 
eb date for the Anglo-American 
talks. 


Norman Wisdom, currently star- 
ring in the Folies Bergere revue, 
“From Paris to Piccadilly,” signed 
a three-picture deal with the J. 
Arthur Rank group. 


Margaret Piazza, Metropolitan 
opera singer, due here June 17, 
with her agent, Rita Cave, dicker- 
ing with Val Parnell for a London 
Palladium appearance. 


Claude Langdon; owner of the 
vast Empress Hall, Earl’s Court, is 
anxious to book Sophie Tucker for 
a concert on Sunday prior to her 
departure for America. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Towne Casino changing policy 
to book Stan Kenton’s. orch 
June 16. 

Alan Freed, radio deejay, em- 
ceed Arena’s three “‘Moondog May 
Time Balls” loaded with recording 
talent topped by Dominoes. 

Duncan Renaldo and Leo Carril- 
lo (Cisco Kid and Pancho) ridin 
into Arena Saturday (24) with Col. 
Jim Eskew’s rodeo troupe for nine- 
day visit. 

Three Mills Bros.-Harry, Jack 
and Jake — all Clevelanders, 
brought in their Mills Circus for 
two-day stand in their hometown 
last week. 

Play House repertory trouping 
making annual trek to Chautau- 
qua, N. Y., to stage six of their 
winter plays for Chautauqua Sum- 
mer Theatre. 


Bob Savage, Capitol’s “Jungle” 
baritone, is added attraction in 
show topped by Three Suns at Ed- 
die Sindelar's Club. Guy Mitchell 
booked for May 27. 

Mills Bros. and Woody Herman 
teaming up with Dinah Washing- 
ton, Tommy Edwards and Herkie 
Styles in hot jazz concert at Pub- 
lic Musie Hall Sunday (25), 

Norm Knuth’s Starlighters orch, 
recently at Skyway Lounge Club, 
replaced Sammy Watkins for sum- 
mer at Statler Terrace Room. 


Watkins’ crew touring Ohio dance 
spots. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Blue Barron played one-nighter 
at Prom Ballroom. 

Excelsior Amusement Park 
opened for season. 

_ Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “Tons of Money.” 

Dornan Bros. in second week at 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

“The Drunkard” contirfuing in- 
definitely at Red Feather nitery. 
_ Carlton College Players present- 
ing “Death of a Salesman” in-the- 
ror ert ight 

ortnight engagement of “Good 
Night, Ladies” ended Lyceum legit 
roadshow season. 
_ Four performances of Met Opera 
in 5,000-seat Northrop Auditorium 
at $7.20 top drew SRO. 

Stoner & Dennis and Lou Wills, 
Jr., remaining a second week at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Street dancing in loop’s center 
to start off Aquatennial, local an- 
nual summer mardi gras, July 18. 

Accordionist Galla-Rini with 
500-piece band and soloist sched- 








uled for Sunday afternoon concert 
at Lyceum May 25. 

Burlesque star Evelyn West a 
pearing at Alvin four times daily 
with “Sin of Esther Waters” and 
“Bedside Manner” on screen. 
Actress and ex-Congresswoman 
Helen Gahagan here to speak in 
behalf of Minneapolis Jewish Fed- 
eration drive to raise $1,151,000. 
.Peggy Dow, Universal film star, 
in from Hollywood to deliver ad- 
dress at General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs national conven- 
tion. 


Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 

Gratz Festival opens June 27 
with “Fidelio” and “Salome.” 

International Summer Academy 
of Music in Salzburg starts Aug. 21. 

Joseph Marx received first prize 
in City of Vienna music competi- 
tion. 

Fritz. Zaun of Zagreb Opera 
inked by Gratz Opera as erchestra 
leader. 

Vienna Philharmonic inked for 
Edinburgh Festival in 1953.  W. 
Furtwaengler will direct. 

Diana Film company started 
work on an educational pic on the 
life of poet Peter Rosegger. 

Hubert Marischka working on 
scripts for “Knall und Fall’ and 
“Land of Smiles,” next film pro- 
ductions. 

Film producer Karli Antel fin- 


ished his comedy, ‘Man in the 
Bath Tub” and began work on 
“Vacation,” scripted by Gabriele 


von Sazenhofen. 


Buenos Aires 


Announcer Jaime Mas appointed 
chief program director of Belgrano 
web. 

Shooting started at Sono-Film 
studios on Maria Felix’s first local 
picture. 

Film Director Luis Cesar Ama- 
dori directing musical revues at 
Maipo Theatre. 

Luis Aldas and Cesar del Campo, 
of Mexican film players, arrived 
here after making “Adventure in 
Rio” in Brazil. 

Cesareo Gonzales appointed Al- 
fredo Muruzeta his biz supervisor 


for South America, with head- 
quarters in Brazil. 
Cinemactress Laura Hidalgo 


planes to Mexico to make a film 
version of Alejandro Casona’s play, 
“Three Perfect Wives.” She will 
be teamed with Arturo de Cordoba. 


Chicago 

Riverview, Chicago’s only major 
amusement park, opened last week. 

Charlie Yates in for the Phil 
Spitalny opening at Edgewater 
Beach Hotel last week. 

Sid Page flying down to Mexico 
City to arrange entertainment for 
the Lions International.Convention 
in June. 

“Two on the Aisle” shuttered 
Saturday (17) and Bert Lahr is 
planing to Tucson to see his son 
graduate from Univ. of Arizona. 

George Stevens flew in for me- 
morial lunch for his late uncle, 
Ashton Stevens, drama critic of 
the Herald-American, which was 
held Saturday (17). 

Ralph Kettering’s son Tom 
fathered a son, *born on grand- 
mother’s birthday. Grandpop, in- 
cidentally, just became publicist 
for Georgian Bay line. 


Lisbon 
By Lewis Garyo 

Les Moli, French acro-dancers, 
bowed*at the Arcadia nitery. 

Teresa & Luisillo, Mexican danc- 
ers, at the Estoril Casino for two 
weeks. 

Ana Maria Gonzales here from 
Paris to fill three-week date at 
Teatro Politeama. 

The Two Morris, American tap 
dancers, and Mimi Samaniago, 
Spanish dancer, at the Maxime 
nightclub. 

Violinist _Antonino David and 
Austrian pianist Katharina Heinz 
in Portugal after a concert tour 
with the Vienna Symphonic. 

Clark Gable, Lana Turner and 
Ava Gardner are scheduled to go 
to Mozambique (Portuguese East 
Africa) next fall on location for a 
Metro picture. 


Honolulu 


_ By Walt Christie 

Eddie Beloin, former Bob Hope- 
Jack Benny writer and now doing 
sereen specials, checked in with his 
wife, Lynn, for a Hawaii vacation. 

New York playwright Alan Jay 
Lerner joined wife Nancy Olson 
for two-week stay. She's playing 
femme lead in John Wayne's “Jim 
McLain,” now shooting here. 

New York columnist Ward More- 
house attracted attention at Hula 
airport with his alive (but definite- 
ly!) Himalayan bear, which he 








bought in Bangkok for $35. Cub 
will go to “wife's folks’ farm down 











in Georgia,” Morehouse promised. 





Hollywood 


Julius Tannen celebrated hi 
birthday. ‘ — 

Hildy Parks left for Arkansas to 
divorce Jackie Cooper. 

Dana Andrews to Memphis for 
annual Cotton Carnival. 

Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers 
sail for Europe June 15. 

Greer Garson in town after four 
weeks of COMPO touring. 

Burglars snatched $20,000 worth 
of loot in Paul Mantz’s home. 

Robert Lewin joined the Rogers 
& Cowan office as an associate. 

Joan Taylor back to work at Par- 
amount after a nervous collapse. 

Burnu Acquanetta called off her 
divorce suit against Henry Clive. 

George and James Nasser to San 
Francisco for their father’s funeral. 

Alfred E. Daft in town to dis- 
cuss world sales with UI toppers. 

Foreign Press Assn. tossed a bon 
voyage dinner for Claude Dauphin. 

Cecil Swartz returned to his job 
at UI after a tour of Army duty. 

James R. Grainger in from N. Y. 
for a week of huddles at Republic. 

Red McCarthy seriously burned 
in Mexico City while on a vaude 
tour. 

Vincent Price in town after a 
stage tour with “The Cocktail 
Party.” 

Roberta Peters to Minneapolis 
to join the Metropolitan Opera 
troupe. 

Betty Hutton returned from her 
record-breaking run at the N. Y, 
Palace. 

George Jessel will emcee testi- 
monial dinner for Danny Thomas 
June 2. 

Roy Baker heading for Africa to 
scout locations for “White Witch 
Doctor.” 

Grummo Marx to Honolulu to 
arrange island’ bookings for Harpo 
and Chico. 

Robert Welch returned to his 
Paramount desk after 69 COMPO 
appearances. 

Frank Lovejoy left for Brazil on 
a drumbeating tour of South Amer- 
ica for Warners. 

Doretta Morrow in from N. Y. 
for added scenes in Metro’s “Be- 
cause You’re Mine.” 

Esther Williams will open the 
annual Navy Relief Ball ceremonies 
in Washington, May 23. 

Ed Wynn, 50 years an actor, 
tossed a party for Donald O’Con- 
nor, 25 years in show biz. 

Masquers Club tossing testimon- 
ial dinner for the Duncan Sisters 
with Alan Mowbray as emcee. 

Jeff Chandler will deliver Lin- 
coln’s Gettysburg Address at Saw- 
telle Cemetery on Memorial Day. 

Judy Canova’s seven-year-old 
daughter, Tweeny, makes her film 
bow in “A WAC from Walla 
Walla.” x 


Marjorie Main presented with an 
Americanism award at the Hoosier 
Homecoming dinner at Hollywood 
Women’s Club. 

Mario Lanza made an out-of- 
court settlement of a. percentage 
suit filed by his former voice 
teacher, Irene Williams. 


Bi . | 
By Fred A. Woodress 

Ted Brooks newly elected prez 
of AFM local. ~ Fe 

Town Players doing “Pygmalion 
in arena style this week at Jewish 
Community Center. 

Birmingham’s Auditorium was 
jammed both nights for Met's first 
appearance here in 10 years. 

Ted and Vincent Saizis, camera- 
men, back from Fort Sill, Okla., on 
lensing of Republic’s “Thunder- 
birds.” 

Town and Gown Civie Theatre 
to do arena presentation of “For 
Love or Money” at Veterans Hos- 
pital in Tuscaloosa. 

Joe Jefferson Players of Mobile 
and Montgomery Little ‘Theatre 
giving separate productions 0 
“Night of January 16th.” 

Tutwiler dropped bands for 
summer at Cagntinental Room on 
May 12 when June _ Crayton, 
pianist - organist and vocalist, 


opened. 
Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

MPAA holding a screening and 
party in honor of visiting editors 
from NATO countries. ‘a 

Ethel Merman cited by B'’nal 
B'rith at special benefit perform- 
ance of “Call Me Madam” for het 
interfaith efforts. 

Hope Zee, daughter of Alan Zee, 
Loew's Capitol producer, makin 
her D. C. debut this week at Hote 
Shoreham’s Blue Room. ‘ 

Trans World Airlines preeming 
a new commercial short, “Overseas 
Run,” in commemoration of 25th 
anniv. of Lindbergh flight. 

20th location crew in town pest 
week to take shots of Marine Ban 
in action for forthcoming Sousa 
biography, “Stars and Stripes For 
ever,” 
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OBITU 


ALBERT BASSERMAN 
Albert Basserman, 85, German- 
porn legit-pix actor who had been 
featured in Hollywood pix since 
1940, died in Zurich May 15 after 
arriving from the U. S. by plane. 
He had suffered a heart attack 
after alighting at the Zurich air- 
a came to the U. S. at 
the age of 73 after a six-year vol- 
untary exile in Switzerland. He left 
Germany because of prejudice 
against his wife, the former Else 
Schiff, a Jewish actress who had 
played opposite him for years. His 
first role in U. S. films was in “The | 
Magic Bullet.” Since then he had 
played in such films as “Foreign 
Correspondent,” “Embezzled Heav- 
en.” “Escape,” “The Moon and Six- | 

” “The Shanghai Gesture,” 








ance, ; ' 
Moon Over Burma,” “A Dispatch 
From Reuters,” and “Knute 
Rockne.” He had also appeared in 


the British-made “The Red Shoes.” | 
Basserman was one of the fore- 


den, N.J., May-18. She was on the 
New York stage in the 1890s, play- 
ing leading roles in such produc: 
tiohs as “Trilby” and “Lady Wind- 
emere’s Fan.” 

During her career ‘she was asso- 
ciated with the Ada Rehan and 
Arnold Daly companies. 


ARIES 


general manager. He left Marks 
an 1939 to become the operating 
head of the Standard and Educa- 
tional departments of MPHC. 

His wife survives. 





MAX LEVEY 

Max Levey, 73, former owner of 
the Excel Movie Products, died in 
Chicago May 13. Before retiring 
six years ago, he was engaged in 
the manufacture of home 





MAURICE D. (RED) KANN 

Maurice D. (Red) Kann, 53, film 
trade paper editor, died of a heart | equipment and was a_ salesman 
attack in Hollywood May 15. As | for distributing companies in the 
vice president of Quigley Publica- | 1920s. 
tions, Kann was in California to at- Survived by wife and daughter. 
tend the exhib sessions at Metro at :- 
the time of his death. 

Kann began his career with The 
New York Journal of Commerce, | ¢ircus performer, 
shifted to Film Daily in 1918, and| May 14. A‘ top slack wire artist, 
served that trade paper as manag-|he toured the world as the Great 
ing editor from 1926 until 1931. He | Maximo and was for many years 





THE GREAT MAXIMO 





then moved oyer to Quigley Publi-| with Ringling Bros.-Barnum & |. Mr. and Mrs. Nat Shapiro, daugh- 


cations as editor of Motion Picture | Bailey Circus. 

Daily. He was editor-in-chief of a Survived by wife and brother. 
rival trade mag, Boxoffice, from 
1938 to 1942, and then returned to : 
Quigley as v.p. and editor of the In-| ¢,J¢eePh Nick, 65; a member of the 
ternational Motion Picture Al- | Local No. 6 (AFL), died May 8 in 














| ABC sportscaster. 
film | 


Maximo Rodriguez, 64, former | Ty producer 
died in Chicago | 


' 
| 


| 
| 


| KGO-TV, San Francisco. 


Anne Francis to Laurence Price, 
Jr., Hollywood, May 17. Bride is a 
screen actress. 

Carol McPhee to Earl 
Edinburgh, May 6. 
Phee Sisters. 

Lynn Stewart to Johnny Fox, 
Pittsburgh, May 17. Bride is a 
nitery dancer; groom is a singer. 

Patricia Harrigan to Vince Gar- 
rity, Chicago, May 17. He's a Chi 


MARRIAGES | 
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amua= Continued from page 3 





group of potential buyers. Only 
| point he has made definitely clear 
is that it does not include Harry 
Brandt, who was in lengthy nego- 
tiations more than a year ago to 
buy Hughes’ holdings in RKO The- 
atres. Syndicate is said to be made 
ur of both film and non-film peopl. 
Dembow was also the middleman 
the Brandt talks. That deal 
finally fell through on the same 
points that are /now causing diffi- 
culty in present negotiations. It is 
understood, however, that the cur- 
reni syndicate is ready to offer con- 
siderably more cash than Brandt’s 
Trans-Lux chain held out for the 
theatre stock. 

The $6 price appears to be no 
stumbling biock, although the stock 
is sslling on the open market at 
about $4 and prexy Ned E. Depinet, 
in the company’s annual revort last 
week, admitted the first quarter of 
1952 had been unprofitable. 


King, 
She’s of Mc- 


Dee Jay Madison to Kenneth S. 
Martin, Piedmont, Cal., May 17.) in 
Bride is “Your Show” hostess on 


Leila Louise to Dick Wendelken, 
San Fernando, Cal., May 18. She's 
a radio-TV comment&tor; he’s a 





BIRTHS 


ter, New York, May 9. Father 
heads own record exploitation of- 
fice 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Milsak, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 11. 
Mother is Mildred Don, radio and 





: a : : 3 . TV singer Hughes paid $9 a share in 1948 
most actors in Germany and holder | ie. t ake | St. Louis. He had been retired for catati , ate eee + af Pic ea 
of the Iffland Ring. Latter, a sym- | Wife and two brothers survive. leight years, his last assignment} Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Hanson, 'F the wg snort perce ye 
bol of greatness in the German | | having been at the Henry W. Kiel| daughter, Pittsburgh, May 9. tare 5 one “a ig - ie — : . : 
theatre, was named for Wilhelm | _ JOHN TAIT |Mmuny auditorium. |Mother is Jackie Sloan, Playhouse ‘hat time were- amalgamated anc 
August. Iffland in the mid-1800s| John Tait, 90, former San Fran- | dancer and actress. since have been divorced. It is 
and had been awarded successively | cisco restaurateur, died May 10 | Harry Stair, 56, veteran newspa- | Mr. and Mrs. James E. Faris. undersiood that Hughes would also 


to the German actor who promised in San Jose, Cal. Tait opened his 


st 


a 
[- 


~— 








Be ae : yerman* an ‘mer manager of | Son, Hollywood, May 11. Father is take $6 a share for his theatre hold- 
to be the greatest of his time. It| first restaurant in Frisco in 1904. | KOBE. ae ae ‘died - 5 eaiteen fick odther ings. They have been in trustee- 
was presented to Basserman after | His second was Tait-Zinkand, but | g) paso. Tex.. May 17. He had also Mr. and Mrs. John Gaunt./Ship since divorcement, Jan. 1, 
death of Frederick Haase in 1908. | both were destroyed in the 1906 managed a radio station in Gallup,|daughter, Hollywood, May 12. 1951. 

He began his career as a volun- | fire-quake. Between 1906 and 1910. N.M. , ’ . , ay : 


teer actor at the Mannheim Thea- | 
there he played the | 


tre. From 
provincial theatres throughout Ger- 
many until he joined the Berlin 
Theatre in 1895. A nine-year tenure 
at the Deutsches Theatre followed 
during which time he interpreted 
Ibsen, Strindberg, Hauptmann, 
Schiller, Shakespeare and Goethe. 
He was married to Miss Schiff in 
1908 and appeared with her until | 
they fled the country. 

In 1947 he performed at the 
Barbizon Theatre, N. Y., in the 
Felix G. Gertsman production of 


i 





“Faust.” Later the same company | 
presented Ibsen’s “The Master | 
Builders.” 


i 
} 





WILL Von TILZER 

Will von Tilzer, 68, veteran mu- | 
sic publisher, died of a heart at- | 
tack in Yonkers, N. Y., May 14. | 
Stroke came while he was riding | 
in an auto driven by his wife. Von | 
Tilzer was prez of, the Broadway | 
Music Corp., headquartering in | 
New York, and was a founder of | 
the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers. 

His family name was Gumm but 
he adopted the Von Tilzer name 
after his brothers, Harry and Al- 
bert, became successful songwrit- 
ers under that name. 

The late Harry Von Tilzer is 
noted for “Wait Till The Sun 
Shines, Nellie’ and Albert wrote 
such tunes as “Take Me Out To 
The Ball Game” and “You Made 
Me Love You.” ; 

He began publishing songs inde- 
pendently in 1914 and for many 
years he and Harry, who was also 
a publisher, were friendly rivals. 
Among the songs published were 
“Put Your Arms Around Me, 
Honey,” “Take Me Out To The 
Ball Game,” “You Made Me Love 
You,” and “I'll Be With You In 
Apple Blossom Time.” 

In addition to his wife and his 
brother, Albert, a son and two 
other brothers survive. 





JOSEPH L, SACKS 

Joseph Leopold Sacks, 71, Lon- 
don legit producer, died May 19 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Sacks 
Came to England from South Af- 
Tica after starting in show biz as 
a fruit peddfer at a circus. He pro- 
duced many musicals in the early 
1900s, including “The Lilac Dom- 
ino,” which he bought during one 
of his trips to the U.S. 

Sacks, who was unable to read | 
or write English, once was known 
# “the Napoleon of London’s West 
End. His initial venture there was 
Three Cheers,” presented at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre in 1916. Since 
then he had put on more than 20 
shows, and as many as three new 
Productions in a season. During 
the depression, Sacks hit a run of 
luck, going bankrupt four 


times 


_. WILLIAM WIEMANN 
William Wiemann, 50, operating 
a of the Warner Bros. music 
caus (Music Publishers. Holding 
rp.) for the past 12 years, died 
~ New York May 15. Wiemann 
ad specialized in the educational 
ieesic field and is credited with 
novating the publication of semi- 
pop music for educational use. _ 
chow @nn began his eareer in 
) OW biz, after a brief fling as a 
Xer, as a stage manager and di- 





rector, After roadshowing silent 
puures for several years, he 
ae E. B. Marks Music as a) 


*sman, rising to .the post. of 


aeet 


——— 


| 1931, co-founding the latter in 1929. 


| Newspaper Assn. 


| ter-dinner speaker. 


|He was associated for a long span 


|setup under the 


he opened three restaurants in- 
cluding the Pavo Real which 
catered to the city’s cafe society of 


Richard Cowen Scaife, 69, sound 


that era. Harry Richman, Rudolph | technician at 20th-Fox, died May 
Valentino, Paul Whiteman and|!0 in Hollywood. He was past 
Fanchon & Marco were all em-| President of Hollywood Local 40, 





ploved as entertainers there. triest Washes 
claimed to have the first restaurant | rical Workers. 
dance floor in this country. He 

quit the business in the early ’30s. | 





Arthur E. Rydberg, 49, died of 








Tait | International Brotherhood of Elec- | 








| daughter, San Francisco, May 12. 
| Father is KCBS producer there. 


Father is Red Skelton's TV direc- 
tor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Barron, twin 
son and daughter, Hollywood, May 
10. Father is makeup man for 
Revue Productions. 


Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McGuirk, 


Should he obtain that, he’d have 
‘a neat profit, of course, which is 
said to be a necessity in order for 
him to part with either picture 
company or theatre stock. He's 
never been known to lose coin on a 
deal, and he is understood to be de- 
termined that RKO will be no ex- 
ception. 


Mr. Aside from insufficient cash, the 


and Mrs. Jules Schermer, | 


Survivors include a daughter and |a heart attack May 10 while on |son, Hollywood, May 17. Father p;andt deal suffered by the limited 

two sons. | duty as engineer at the transmit- | is a producer at 20th-Fox. obligation he was willing to accept 

: | ter of Des Moines’ WHO near Mr. and Mrs. Armand Arehard, for payment of the notes. He want- 

JOHN D. EWING Mitchellville, Iowa. son, Hollywood, May 16. Father is eg the notes to hinge on profitable 

John D. Ewing, 60, president of | Survived by wife and son. a writer. operation and reportedly was un- 

— otic eee | i eh. Mr. and Mrs. Dave Fulmey, willing to pledge the stock as secur- 

P. - oe eer tS Dan Harrison, 56, manager of | daughter, Berkeley, Cal., May 6. ity. Dembow is now attempting to 

KWKH, Shreveport, La., andthe Hillman, a theatrical hotel in| Father is a TV director. ‘get his syndicate to meet these re- 
KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark.), died of | Birmingham, and former manager M end Mrs. Bob Le get his ayne e He h , 

a heart attack May 17 aboard his | of vaude acts and carnival attrac- H ily : oy May Mc th Son, | quiremenss of Hughes. 

private plane above Ruston, La.’ eeywoed, Sag ts. Mote ae 


tions, died May 15 én Birmingham. 





He also was editor and publisher | 
of the Shreveport Times. 

Ewing had been editor of the 
Shreveport Times and the News- 
Star-World, Monroe, La., since 


| Count Francesco Mario Guarda- 

| bassi, 85, former Met Opera tenor, 

died May 17 in Beverly, Mass. He 

| made his Met debut in “Pagliacci” 
the Southern |'" 1903. 

in 1938-39. 

A son and a daughter survive. | 


He was prez of 





Charles Massella, 50, stage tech- 
nician at the Strand Theatre, Yonk- 
ers, N. Y., and former motion pic- 
ture projectionist, died in Yonkers 
May 14. 





ABRAHAM NASSER 

Abraham Nasser, 94, founder of 
the Nasser Bros. theatre chain, 
died in San Francisco May 12. He 
was born in Lebanon, Syria. When 
he retired, his sons, George, James, 
Theodore and Henry, assumed con- 
trol of the 12 Bay area theatres. 
Nasser had built the present busi- 
ness from an early-day Frisco 
nickelodeon. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter, three other sons and two 
brothers. : 


MAURICE E. FITZGERALD 

Maurice E. Fitzgerald, 52, legit 
actor, died in Philadelphia May 11. 
Double pneumonia forced him to 
leave the cast of “Hook 'n Ladder” 
during the road tryout in that city. 

Fitzgerald, whose last Broadway 
role was in “Springtime Folly,” was 





| 


Fred Smith, 73, backstage door- 
man at the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., 


tack May 16 in New York. 
Mother of Forrest Standley, 
French horn player with the Pitts- 


burgh Symphony Orchestra, died 
in Boston recently. 











Charles A. Slosberg, veteran 
Stagehand at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester, N. H., died in that 
city May ‘11. 





Andrew Coe, 73, former mana- 
ger of the Milburn Theatre, Ms 
field, N. J., died in Summit, N. J., 





active in summer stock and had ap- | May 15. 
peared on several TV shows. He 
also toured the country as an af- Mother of Margaret Collins, 


cashier of Monogram’s St. Louis 
Wife and two sons survive. office, died May 7 in that city. 
CHARLES McIVOR 
Charles Mclvor, 59, longtime 
distribution manager in Tasmania 
for British Empire Films, died in 
the capital city of Hobart May 9. 








William Carroll Denison, 71, con- 
cession operator at Fair Park, Dal- 
las, died in that city May 10. 





Son, 29, of screen director Vic- 
tor Saville, was killed May 11 in a‘ 
motor crash near San Diego. 


with the old Australasian Films’ 
late Stuart F. 
Doyle, later joining BEF with the 
fadeout of the former distribution 
unit. 

Wife, son and daughter survive. 


ARLIE M. CHAMNESS 

Arlie M. Chamness, 62, pioneer 
pic exhib in southern Illinois, died 
in Evansville, Ill., May 1. He-had 
built and operated theatres in 
Carrier Mills, Eldorado, Karnak, 
New Haven and Cairo, IL, but had 
disposed of all of them over a 
period. 

His wife survives. 





Mother of Joe Magee, of the 
William Morris Agency television 
and legit department, died May 27 
in Texarkana, Ark. 








Maria Petrovna Domashev, 77, 
Russian legit actress, died May 17 
in Leningrad. 





Mother, 89, of Laura Arnold, 


ers, N. Y. 





Fred. by, 69, Warners studio 





| is radio, TV and musicomedy scrip- 


| cameraman. 
| daughter, New York, May 18. Fa- | 


| daughter, New York, May 16. Fa- 
for 15 years, died of a heart at- | ther is an NBC-TV director. 


‘legit agent, died May 14 in Yonk- | duction nut on DuMont, had a 21.4 





ITALO MONTEMEZZI technician, died May 13 in. Bur- 
Italo eeennemeas. SS Roger Dp 
i I ° e n . . 
peed n 14. ee Father of Merrill E. Joéls, radio- 
His operatic works include “Gi- | TV actor, -died in Peekskill, N.Y 
ovanrmi Gallurese,” “‘Hellera,” “L’- | May 20. 
Amore dei Tre Re,” “La Nave,” 
and “La Notte di Zoraima.” 


MARION KILBY CHAPPELLE 
Mrs. Marion Kilby Chappelle, 90.| 
retired legit. actress, died in Cam- director, 


© 6 wt + ial 

















died May 9 in Hollywood. 


s date -ot 
te 407 *& Oar ie set & qeuve 46 ¥ 


bank, Cal. 


| budget, he would have to hit four | 
"| times as many homes to equal his | 
; | DuMont rating. If CBS cannot line coin for Film Classics’ start. Bank, 
Father, 82, of Dick Lane, TV an- | 


: : | “Cavalcade” is 
nouncer, died May 15 in Hollywood. | would need to play in 7.500.000 
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Mr. and Mrs. Cy Hoffberg, son, 
Hollywood, May 9. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bill Small, daugh- number of prints of each subject 


iter, Chicago, May 7. Father is | 20th is able to provide. , 
| writer at WLS there. Arrangement which 20th is re- 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ingber, | ported seeking would be very sim- 


ilar to the Universal-Realart deal 


|ther is film buyer with Brandt of 1947. Under that agreement, U 
| Theatres. gave Realart reissue rights to all 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Neuman. its product frem the 1923-34 season 


to 1945-46. 

U received $3,250,000, of which 
$1,500,000 was represented by 
' notes. U also gets 35% of Realart’s 
net on the pix. There was a recoup- 
ment arrangement by which the 
reissue outfit wasn’t to begin pay- 
ing the percentages until it had 
budgets over too many years and _ recovered its front money. 
on such a long-range basis. U’s 100G A Month 

Two serious Saturday prob-| Advance Dag re pg 

; i 50 an anAo get its 
nee pew See Se Colenra, tht | tictoaiaene, whieh have proved 
other being the failure thus far very jucrative. It has received 
to latch onto clients for the heavy- some payments of more than 
budgeted Jackie Gleason show. It | $100,000 a month, U also set a 


; | similar deal in Great Britain for 
ane ae speculation <8 Gleason | Which it received approximately 
inheriting the 8 to 9 Saturday slot, | $625,000. 
getting him off the 9 to 10 “Show | Point on which the Alperson deal 
of Shows” competitive hook and ;with 20th fell through, and on 


moving in on an. already-estab-| which the numerous others being 
<8 laa ' attempted are stumbling isn't quite 


; ‘clear. Ail the ‘would-be buyers 
Gleason’s ‘Then and Now’ Status ¢jaim that financing is no problem, 


Under the $66,000 price tag set! pistribution suitable to 20th may 

on next fall’s Jackie Gleason show , be the hitch. ree = age and - the 

mic must get an/ current negotiators have had in 

by ng ot _ oo ratin - the mind turning the films over to an 

ot or peony a f 8 | established reissue firm. That could 

24 markets in which his DuMont pe Realart, Astor or numerous 
show is now aired in order to match other indies in the field. 

the DuMont coverage. He also! a ae had Pogo 

, homes, in on the deal. rst is the fac 

roe we tig ppt Ml sn = that he is associated with 20th 


“ , through a releasing arrangement 
achieved to date by only one video he holds with the company for his 
show, CBS-TV’s “I Love Lucy.” 


indie-made product. Second is his 
‘Gleason’s “Cavalcade of Stars,” 


experience in reissue operations, 
which has a $16,000 talent and pro- 
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since he was one of the founders 
of Film Classics. Company started 
in the reissue field, going into the 
Nielsen in the latest ratings and distribution of new product when 
played to 2,573,000 homes, which Joseph Bernhard bought out Alper- 


represents about 72.9% of all TV, con's interest. 


é It is believed likely that Chemi- 
homes. Since the CBS price tag is|.5) Bank & Trust, N. Y., may 


four times as high as the DuMont | participate in the financing if a 
satisfactory deal can be put to- 
gether. Chemical provided the 


up more than the 24 cities in which however, is insisting on a full 
aired, Gleason | package being set up, including a 
firm commitment with 20%. and a 
sais’ectory distribution ‘arrange- 
i ment before it will touch, the.deal.. 
sive 


homes via CBS to par his DuMont 
coverage. é. 
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“In my lifetime | don't expect 
fo see a greater dance team 
than Darvas & Julia, the lrene 


and Vernon Castle of today." 
EARL WILSON 





apd rien ht 


Bwa 


Significa 
Broadway 
ing domi 
over straig 
able aspec 
son was t 
quality of 
days, any s 
Hammerste 
Porter an 
active is li 
sicals. So 
the scrub 
over straig 
sonal roun 

Even wi 
hew music; 
cipal ticke 
the tune s} 
a single st 
tain solid 
extended 


a Guys and 


go clean 
hot ticket 
and I,” als 
the top-de 
the show 
several we 
Tence, the 
featured 
me cast be 
“Pal Joe 
the 1940-4 
standee-lim 


(Con 


Top N 
Own 


A half-do 
—the Ritz 
Tony Marti 
tin & Lewis 
currently 
Mery site 
Wer and o 

ir Own t 

Idea is fo 
‘home ba: 
Since all m 
Hollywood 
their travelj 
Current}, 

le on the 

he above 
ake Care 
Weeks of bo 
Would boo ‘ 
o the rest 


Sugar Ra 


Under 


Jack , 
nahager no 
Middle we i. 
Robinson i 
Mit agains 
‘ght chan 
“Ana, in T 
. lake pla 
um, a 50, 
‘st profes: 
Tael. It a] 
(Conti 


